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Cornerstone
Of the West Fields

The original cornerstone for the West
Fields of Elizabeth is a marked boulder in
Nomahegan Park, on the swampy upper
reaches of the Rahway River. It was set as
a bench mark for Harriman�s survey dur-

ing the winter of 1699-1700, with a fine
large X chiseled in the top. Where it is and
why has been a mystery, until it was redis-
covered recently by Dr. Homer Hall,
Westfield Town Historian.

The location is an old Indian landmark,
at the junction of Nomahegan Creek and the
Rahway. In 1684, it was chosen by Cap-
tain John Baker and two Indian chiefs as a
route marker on a scouting party for the new
Quaker Governor Lawrie. The settlers were
being a bit devious, �reinterpreting� the
original Indian treaty which gave the set-
tlers land rights extending from  the sea-
coast to �the first river in the mountains.�
This was taken at first to refer to the
Rahway but claimed now to mean the Green
River, in the first valley of the Watchungs.

Fifteen years later the Elizabeth Asso-
ciates hired John Harriman, Jr. to lay out
26 square miles of new West Fields. He
chose Baker�s old Indian path as their base
line and border, up Green Brook to its head
above what is now Surprise Lake, then
straight down the mountainside to the
Rahway. This survey was immediately at-
tacked by Royal Proprietors who claimed
exclusive rights to the whole area. Property
along the Rahway was the center of con-
troversy, because it gave access before there

were any roads.
At first the

Westfield line kept
going across the
river, past the corner-
stone. Traces east of
the river are clearly
marked in Cranford
as Elizabeth Avenue,
the old road from
Elizabeth to Crane
Mills, past the �100 acres in Westfield� pur-
chased by John Cory in 1720, and as Wood
Avenue in Rahway-Linden named for Jonas
Wood, a member of Baker�s old scouting
party.

In 1720 the Associates all banded to-
gether and chose a committee of seven �se-
lect men,� mostly property owners along the
Rahway, to represent their mutual interests
in any lawsuits started by the Proprietors.
Attention shifted to the river as the Westfield
line, and the old line east of the river, was
forgotten. The upper portion from the
Watchungs down to the river was officially
recognized as the boundary between
Westfield and Springfield in 1793-4, when
these two towns were set off from Eliza-
beth.

After that, the Westfield cornerstone

dropped out of public attention. It was fi-
nally located by Dr. Hall (as a Trustee of
the Historical Societies of both Westfield
and Cranford) on a series of field trips with
the help of an old map from Bill Fritzinger
in the Westfield town engineering office and
the field experience of his counterpart, Bill
Zielenbach in Cranford.

The mystery is that the boulder is right
where it has been, but the creek has moved
over the centuries.  It now flows into the
river at two places north and south of
Kenilworth Boulevard, which is less than
100 years old. That section is all in the un-
developed part of Nomahegan Park. All that
is left at the old junction corner is a tiny
side stream where the river has cut behind
the rock.  So our cornerstone is no longer
on the river bank -- it is out in the river.

X MARKS THE SPOT... Bill Zielenbach, left, Engineer-
ing Assistant Surveyor in the Cranford Department of
Engineering, points out the newly-discovered Westfield
cornerstone with Town Historian Homer Hall.

A LANDMARK DISCOVERY... The original cornerstone for the West Fields of  Eliza-
beth, which was recently rediscovered in Nomahegan Park.
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