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FOR THE SPIRIT

ENHANCE YOUR HOME

� SOFAS
� ARMOIRES
� IRON BEDS
� WALLPAPER
� FABRICS
� WINDOW TREATMENTS
� RUGS
� ANTIQUES
� REUPHOLSTERY
� CHANDELIERS
� LAMPS
� BAKER�S RACKS
� PINE TABLES

� CANDLES

� FOUNTAINS

� CHENILLE THROWS

� LANTERNS

� CANDELABRAS

� GARDENWARE

� DECORATIVE PILLOWS

� BIRD HOUSES

� MIRRORS

� FRENCH WIRE

� BATH OILS & SALTS

221 North Avenue East � Westfield
T, W, F 9-5 � Th 9-9 � Sat 10-5

233-9707

FOR THE HOME

�First Night, Westfield�

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Meets the Needs of Town Businesses

While many New Jerseyans are out buy-
ing their bathing suits and planning their
summer vacations, a group of people in
Westfield is planning for New Year�s Eve,
Wednesday, December 31, 1997. This will
be the second annual �First Night,
Westfield,� and plans are well underway.
This multicultural event is produced through
the efforts of the entire community working
together, spearheaded by the Westfield �Y.�

�First Night, Westfield� is a community
celebration of the arts. It offers an alterna-
tive to the traditional celebration of alcohol,
noisemakers and hangovers. Last year, 6,000
people rang in the new year with the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, ballroom
dancing, theatrical performances and a wide
selection of entertainment ranging from la-
ser shows to comedy acts to bluegrass mu-
sic. Most of the entertainers were local artists.

The event emphasizes affordability for
families and attention to the needs of chil-
dren and teenagers. People who had not pre-
viously attended a �First Night� celebration
elsewhere, as well as those who had, walked
the streets with their children and took in
everything from magic tricks to Asian mu-
sic. Others wished a happy New Year to old
acquaintances and discovered that it was all
right to talk with strangers on the streets of
their hometown.

Activities for �First Night, Westfield�
were held in three clusters of buildings sur-
rounding the center of town. This year, �First
Night, Westfield� is adding more venues and
a broader, larger assortment of entertain-
ment. The planning committee is looking for
age-specific entertainment and all entertain-
ment will be family friendly.

Coming out into the street to celebrate
together is a fairly new concept to many
people, even though �First Nights� started
in Boston 20 years ago. This event gives
people the opportunity to have a good time
outside of their homes, with family and
neighbors, instead of staying home and
watching the Times Square ball at midnight
on television.

�First Night, Westfield� received $20,000
in seed money from The Westfield Founda-
tion and $10,000 from the �Y�s� Men�s Club.
Another $40,000 was raised though local
businesses and private donations. Various
departments of  the Town of Westfield gen-
erously donated to make the evening pos-
sible and affordable. In addition, buttons at
$10-a-piece provided admission to all the
performance sites on New Year�s Eve.

Volunteers are asked to call the Westfield
Recreation Department at 789-4080. For
general information, please call Julia Black
at 233-2700, Extension No. 247.

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
serves the community and its members through
the volunteer efforts of local businesses and
professional people. The business of the Cham-
ber is to maintain and improve the climate in
which businesses can prosper.

For more than 49 years, the Chamber has
provided a forum where business interests can
be shared and common problems discussed.
Meetings and projects are guided by the Board
of Directors, which meets monthly; other Cham-
ber work is accomplished through standing
committees.

The Chamber Community Affairs Com-
mittee works toward improving cleanliness in
all Westfield business districts. Flower plant-
ers, for example, encourage the beautification
of street level shops.

The Promotions Committee plans and
implements a schedule of image-enhancing re-
tail events; Sidewalk Sale Days held every sum-
mer and promotions during the holiday season
are both annual events. Each project is com-
pletely financed by the Chamber participants.

Westfield FestiFall, an upbeat day of arts,
crafts, foods and entertainment for pedestrians
in the streets of the Central Business District,
is held every September and attracts approxi-
mately 30,000 visitors. The Spring Fling Street
Fair is a new festival in April.

The Program Committee plans Business
After Hours, which can be luncheon or break-
fast gatherings for members and their guests.
These provide opportunities for business people

from different fields to network in a social setting.
The Chamber sponsors the tree lighting

ceremony and Santa Claus� arrival, which at-
tracts hundreds to the North Avenue railroad
station holiday tree on the Sunday after Thanks-
giving.

The Chamber Flag Project, assisted by the
Boy Scouts, maintains the United States flags
that fly throughout Westfield on national holi-
days.

The Chamber annually presents its �Faith
in Westfield� awards to various individuals and
groups who have made specific contributions
to the Westfield community during the previ-
ous year.

Throughout the year, the Chamber dissemi-
nates business-related information through
newsletters, fliers, press releases and other pub-
lications. Hundreds of relocation packets are
mailed annually to potential residents.

The Chamber office is open five days a
week (except in July and August), serving as
an information center. The Executive Director,
Katherine L. Broihier, manages the office and
implements the policies and programs of the
Board of Directors. She is assisted by Mary
Cirillo, Secretary.

Visitors and prospective members may
visit the Chamber office, in Suite No. 6 at 111
Quimby Street, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., or
call 233-3021. Detailed information on the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is avail-
able at its Internet address: http://
www.westfieldnj.com/wacc.
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