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Westfield Curriculum Changes
Focusing Intermediate Math

Last week, the Third International
Mathematics and Science Study, a
comprehensive international study
of education, placed United States
12th graders among the lowest of the
21 developed countries who took part
in the study.

The study showed great weakness
nationwide in math beginning in the
intermediate grades. The United States
Department of Education has recom-
mended steps that local schools should
take to remedy these weaknesses, such
as raising standards, ensuring that
more students study algebra by the
eighth grade and geometry by ninth
grade, improving teacher training, and
encouraging more high school stu-
dents to take demanding math and
science courses such as physics and
calculus, said Ginger Hardwick,
Chairwoman of the Westfield Board
of Education’s Curriculum, Instruc-
tion and Programs Committee, and a
candidate for re-election.

Westfield public schools began to
move in this direction long before the
study was released, she said. Last
year, the Board of Education ap-
proved broad changes to the interme-
diate school math curriculum. Under
the new curriculum, pre-algebra skills
receive far more emphasis in the
sixth grade. In the past, most stu-
dents waited until ninth grade to
begin study of algebra, with honors
students beginning in eighth grade.

Under the revised curriculum, al-
most all of our students are taking
algebra as a two-year course during
the seventh and eighth grade. Com-
pleting Algebra by eighth grade will
give these students the option to take
more advanced mathematics in the
high school.

The changes to the math curricu-
lum are just one example of the ongo-
ing effort to identify ways that our
curricula can be improved, Ms.
Hardwick said, noting that The New
York Times on March 19 carried a
front-page story about a report from
the National Research Council about
the teaching of reading.

That report suggests that rather
than argue about the merits of phon-

ics and whole language, reading is
best taught by melding the strengths
of each approach.

“As Chairman of the board’s Cur-
riculum Committee, I was very
pleased to see this report, because the
board is at this moment reviewing
proposed changes to the elementary
language arts curriculum, which will
combine teaching of phonics with a
literature-based curriculum.

“With board approval, the new
reading curriculum will be in place
next year,” Hardwick added.

The achievement of Westfield stu-
dents reflects the district’s emphasis
on improving curriculum and rais-
ing standards — not to mention the
hard work of students, teachers and
parents in meeting those standards,
Hardwick said.

“Roosevelt School’s scores on the
Early Warning Test were the highest
in the county last year, and Edison’s
scores showed the largest improve-
ment in the county,” the curriculum
chairwoman said.

“Our SATs continue to rise, and
our students are accepted into the
most competitive colleges. These im-
pressive results do not happen by
accident. The Board of Education
has been able to move forward with
teacher training, investment in tech-
nology and more challenging text-
books, and limiting class size in the
face of increasing enrollment be-
cause the voters of Westfield have
supported our budgets for the past
three years,” said Ms. Hardwick.

“The administration and board
have worked hard to present a lean
budget that allows us to continue to
seek improvement in the already-
excellent Westfield schools. We take
these decisions very seriously, know-
ing that the education we provide
today will affect the opportunities of
Westfield students for years to come,
and that high quality schools are an
essential part of every resident’s prop-
erty value,” she explained.

Residents are invited to call Ms.
Hardwick at (908) 232-1229 or any
other board member if they have
questions about the budget.

Endorsing the proposed 1998-1999
school budget, Darielle Walsh, Vice
President of the Westfield Board of
Education and an incumbent candi-
date in the Tuesday, April 21, annual
school election, said that the pro-
posed school budget “focuses on our
most important asset — our children
— and also strikes a balance between
fiscal constraint and educational ex-
cellence.”

The $52,016,848 budget represents
a decrease in per pupil spending de-
spite a projected increase of more
than 2 percent in enrollment. Stress-
ing that expenditures in the $52 mil-
lion budget impact students at every
level — elementary, intermediate and
high school, Mrs. Walsh said, “The
budget maintains the excellence ex-
pected by the community and in-
cludes some improvements and en-
hancements in a fiscally responsible
manner.”

Mrs. Walsh, in her sixth year of
board service, pointed out that the
cost to local property taxpayers is an
increase of 2.3 percent and the school
tax increase is 2.4 percent, or just
under six cents per hundred dollars
of assessed valuation.

“This is the fourth consecutive year
that the tax increase to support the
school budget will be less than the
rate of inflation,” she stated.

Mrs. Walsh noted that local prop-
erty taxes provide the most support
for the school budget in Westfield
where only 5.8 percent comes from
state aid.

“I recognize and applaud the efforts
of the board to control spending in the
face of fiscal challenges: maintaining
and improving both academic and
enrichment programs in a time of
decreasing funding and increasing
state mandates,” said Mrs. Walsh.

“Despite increases in enrollment,
a substantial commitment to tech-
nology, and the need to provide capi-
tal improvements and maintenance
for aging facilities, the school budget
increase has been kept to 2.3 per-
cent,” she said. “Every item in the
budget was subject to close scrutiny
for efficiency and effectiveness.”

The budget includes $546,137 for
technology, and $1,682,318 for nec-
essary maintenance and capital im-
provements. Much of the capital work
in the nine schools is directed at
supporting the district technology
initiatives.

“I would like to publicly express
my appreciation to the Finance Com-
mittee for its work in developing the
budget,” Mrs. Walsh stated. “I be-
lieve that the administration and
Board of Education listened care-
fully to the concerns of the citizens of
Westfield and responded with a rea-
sonable school budget.”.

“I strongly urge every citizen to
learn about the proposed school
budget by attending board meet-
ings, and by voting to support the
school budget in the annual school
election on April 21,” the candi-
date concluded.

Mrs. McAllister Stresses
Community Involvement

In Her Bid for SP-F Board
Jean McAllister, a Scotch Plains

resident of five years, is embarking
on her second campaign for a seat on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

“My reasons for running this year
are largely unchanged from last year,”
explained Mrs. McAllister. “I need
to know first hand that the education
every child receives is the best he or
she can get for the dollars we’re
spending. This encompasses a broad
spectrum of programs and services;
and I have dedicated the last year to
learning all I can about the district’s
operations.”

In addition to attending nearly ev-
ery Board of Education meeting, in-
cluding every special meeting on the
Budget, Mrs. McAllister is a mem-
ber of one of the school district’s
Cyclical Review Committees.

Enhanced communication between
the board and the community contin-
ues to be an important goal for the
candidate.

“Input from parents, taxpayers and
students is extremely important, es-
pecially when the board is contem-
plating a major change in programs,
curriculum or facilities,” she ex-
plained.

“Everyone benefits from broader
discussion with the community, as
long as it is timed in such a way that
it can impact critical decisions,” the
candidate explained.

Mrs. McAllister discussed her pro-
fessional career in investments and

banking, noting their direct benefit
to the mix of talents on the board.

“I know that my work with general
finance and investments, specifically
cash management, can be an enor-
mous asset to the board,” she stated.

In conclusion, Mrs. McAllister
noted her “unique perspective” as
the only mother of two pre-school-
aged children running in this elec-
tion.

“Before the end of this next term,
there will be no parent of pre-school
or elementary school-aged children.
To me, that creates a significant gap
in parental oversight on the board. I
want to be the board member who
insures that the preschool and el-
ementary levels are getting their fair
share of attention,” the candidate
said in her weekly campaign press
release.

Darielle Walsh Puts Support
Behind Town School Budget

Caregivers’ Group
To Meet on April 6

A support group for those caring for
elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on the first non-holiday Monday
of each month at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

The group’s next meeting will be
held this Monday, April 6.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, please
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

SP-F School Budget
Hot Line Established

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education has set up a
telephone hot line for any local
resident who has questions about
the proposed 1998-1999 school
budget or the Tuesday, April 21,
school election.

The Budget Information Hot
Line number is (908) 889-9665.
Any comments and questions
that are recorded will be an-
swered promptly.


