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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publica-
tion. The Leader’s e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A FUN EVENING...This 1946 Buick Roadmaster convertible was part of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s 1948 Night celebration Monday
evening, held in honor of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the chamber.
Members of the community enjoyed a meal at the WindMill restaurant on East
Broad Street, followed by a special showing of the Academy Award-winning
1948 film Treasure of the Sierra Madre, at the recently-refurbished Rialto
Theatre. The chamber was formed on April 27 of that year as The Westfield
Business Association. Enjoying the ride, pictured left to right, are: Darryl
Walker, Vice Chairman, Chamber of Commerce; Michael La Place, Executive
Director, Downtown Westfield Corporation; Stanley Baum, Chairman, and
Debbie Schmidt, Executive Director, both of the Chamber.

Tree Planting
Set to Launch

Effort for Grant
The Westfield Neighborhood Pres-

ervation Committee and the West-
field Neighborhood Council will host
a ceremonial tree planting on
Cacciola Place, this Saturday, May
2, at 10 a.m. at the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council, located 137
Cacciola Place Refreshments will be
served.

“This is the ceremonial beginning
to what we believe will be a historic
revitalization of Cacciola Place, the
Central Avenue Corridor and the
entire neighborhood bounded by
South Avenue, Central Avenue, and
Grove Street,” said Ken Rotter,
spokesman for the Neighborhood
Preservation Committee.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim has be-
gun the effort to secure a large state
grant (several hundred thousand dol-
lars) available through the state’s
Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram. He has been working closely
with former mayor Ray Stone in this
effort.

Westfield’s Master Plan is being
amended to delineate specific bound-
aries and goals for this neighbor-
hood revitalization zone.

A total of $7,500 has been set aside
in this year’s municipal budget,
adopted last week by the Town Coun-
cil, for the hiring of a Neighborhood
Preservation coordinator to complete
the grant application and conduct
the required survey of the neighbor-
hood.

The goals include the improve-
ments to the commercial area on
Central Avenue including lighting,
sidewalk and street beautification,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WINNING TEAM…The Marvelous Mentors of Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield perform their Odyssey of the Mind skit. The Mentors, who were
named state champions on April 4, now qualify for the World Finals Competition
which will be held in Orlando, Florida. Pictured, left to right, are: Matt Delaney,
Amanda Gross, Adam Subhas, Martin Paul, Elissa Niemiera and Barrett
Newell.  A benefit performance and raffle will be held tomorrow night, Friday,
May 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High School Auditorium as a fundraiser for
the group’s travel expenses. Please see a story on Page 3.

Celebration of the Arts
Begins in Downtown

At 11 a.m. on Saturday
Music, art, theater, poetry and

dance are in the air in downtown
Westfield as “Artists Celebrate West-
field” on Saturdays from 11 a.m.
through 3 p.m. during May.

The inaugural event of Artslink,
the Westfield Arts Commission, will
showcase a sample of the community
arts experience, presented by actors,
artists, musicians, poets and dancers
of all ages.

The community is invited to paint
with artists of the Westfield Art As-
sociation, who will be setting up their
easels and painting scenes of the
local Westfield streetscape.

Artists interested in figure draw-
ing will be drawing models in cos-
tumes in front of MaryLou’s Memo-
rabilia, 17 Elm Street.

Models will be wearing fashions
from around the world, representing
a flamenco dancer, an American West
Mexican, and African and Asian
cultures as well, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Those who want to participate
should bring a pad and pencil. Ad-
vice on figure drawing will be pro-
vided.

Artist Burton Longenbach will be
painting in oils at the bridge in
Mindowaskin Park from noon until 3
p.m.

Mr. Longenbach, a former resi-
dent of Westfield, now residing in
Clark, retired from a career in teach-
ing and supervising the teaching of
art in the Cranford Public Schools.
He will also offer advice to art enthu-
siasts.

Sarah Mullen, a senior at West-
field High School and a member of
the Junior Musical Club of the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield, will play the
Celtic harp at Lancaster, Ltd., 76

Elm Street, starting at 1 p.m.
The Jazz Band, the Chamber Or-

chestra, and student soloists will rep-
resent The New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, playing from 11 a.m. through
3 p.m., at 152 East Broad Street.

Exhibits by members of the West-
field Art Association will feature
Barbara Zietchick, showing paint-
ings of fantasy animals, and Joseph
Hulsen’s nature studies at Lancaster
Ltd.

George Fritz will be showing his
drawings and paintings at Backroom
Antiques, 39 Elm Street. All exhibits

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RAINED OUT...One of the many vendors who were supposed to line the streets
of the downtown on Sunday for the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s
“Spring Fling” street fair, takes down her tent following the cancellation of the
fair this year. The two consecutive Sundays of inclement weather resulted in the
first cancellation in the past four years of the fair, which has traditionally
brought thousands of shoppers to the downtown.

Tax Collector’s Office
Extends Hours May 1

The office of the Tax Collec-
tor will be open from 7 to 9 p.m.
tomorrow, Friday, May 1, in
addition to the regular office
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Council Introduces Ordinance
For Pocket Park on Diner Site

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council voted
8 to 1 Tuesday night to introduce an
ordinance which would pave the way
for the former Excellent Diner site to
be developed as a “Pocket Park” in
the downtown.

Officials first heard testimony from
the owners of the vacant lot regard-
ing plans to develop the vacant lot,
but opted to introduce the ordinance
after deciding the land had remained
an eyesore in the district for too long.

The ordinance allocates $200,000
for acquisition of the property. Offi-
cials have applied for a $100,000
matching grant from the county un-
der its “Pocket Park Program,” which
will pay for half the purchase cost.

Prior to the introduction of the
ordinance, Bernardsville Council-
man Lee Honecker spoke on behalf
of his family, which owns the prop-
erty on North Avenue, which has
been vacant since 1995. Mr.
Honecker’s grandmother, Stella
Lekas, sold the cab portion of the
diner that year to new owners in

Germany. She has owned the land
itself since the 1930s.

Mr. Honecker, an attorney, ex-
plained to members of the council
that Mrs. Lekas, who was in mourn-
ing following the death of one of her
daughters from cancer in 1996, did
not tend to the empty lot.

Speaking on behalf of his 93-year-
old grandmother, who was unable to
attend the meeting, Mr. Honecker
told members of the council that the
family planned to build a three-story
commercial building on the prop-
erty.

“This building,” Mr. Honecker
stated, “would be used for retail on
the first floor, and have two floors for
offices.”

Mr. Honecker went on to explain
that the reason he was addressing the
council was that his family had read
in the newspaper that there were
plans to purchase the land for use as
a “Pocket Park,” and that he wanted
to check with the council on where
those plans stood before proceeding
with a more detailed site plan.

Mr. Honecker stated that the fam-
ily did not wish to be overwhelmed
with expenses if the “Pocket Park”
plan was definite. He asked that the
council take into consideration the
plans of the Lekas family when look-
ing at the plans for “the park.”

When asked if he had heard from
any retailers concerning the first floor
of his proposed building, Mr.
Honecker responded that someone
had expressed interest in putting a
restaurant there.

Mr. Honecker further reported that
he had been working with EKA As-
sociates, a land surveying company
in Scotch Plains, and that he was also
in the process of working with engi-
neers and an architect for his project.

He told the council that his plans
for the lot required him to apply to

the Westfield Board of Adjustment
for two side yard variances. He also
stated that when his engineer had a
more detailed site plan, then he would
proceed with the application for vari-
ances for approval of the building.

Mr. Honecker was then told that if
he planned to construct a building
housing a restaurant and two offices,
he needed to consider the fact that he
would have to provide parking for all
three businesses.

He was also informed that, because
the proposed building would be adja-
cent to a municipal lot, he couldn’t
put windows along the side of the
building facing that lot in accor-
dance with local fire codes.

According to Town Attorney
Charles H. Brandt, the local fire codes
stipulate that windows cannot be put
next to a property that can possibly be
built upon.

Many members of the governing
body, including Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, asked Mr. Honecker how
long it would take him to get his
plans together and apply for the nec-
essary variances. Mr. Honecker re-
sponded that he felt 60 days was
sufficient.

The Mayor, along with members
of the council, expressed sympathy
for the Lekas family’s misfortune,
but agreed that the property has been
a downtown “eyesore” for a long
period of time.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THEIR OATHS...School board members, pictured left to right,
Darielle M. Walsh, Ginger Hardwick and Eileen Satkin, take their oaths of office
from Assistant Superintendent of Business and Board Secretary, Dr. Robert
Rader, prior to Tuesday’s Board of Education reorganization meeting.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
MADAME PRESIDENT...Darielle M. Walsh runs Tuesday night’s Westfield
Board of Education meeting following her appointment as board President.
Reelected last week to a third, three-year term, she had served as Vice President
of the board during the past year.

MRS. WALSH NAMED BOE PRESIDENT

Dr. Rock, Mr. Scott
 Planning to Retire

At End of School Yr.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
announced three retirements, two of
which are at the administrative level,
during its meeting Tuesday night.
The three retirees have a combined
87 years with the district.

Dr. David J. Rock, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Curriculum and In-
struction since 1977, officially an-
nounced that he will be leaving the
district at the end of the school year.
This announcement follows that of
the retirement of Dr. Robert C. Rader,
Board Secretary and Assistant Su-
perintendent of Business since 1992,
and Jean Poquette, Assistant Busi-
ness Manager under Dr. Rader.

In addition, Frank X. Scott, Assis-
tant Principal at Westfield High
School, will be leaving the district at
the end of the school year after 38
years with the district.

Also retiring is Martha Koury. She

has been with the district 38 years,
teaching students in grades 4 and 5 at
the former Lincoln Elementary
School, as well as students at

McKinley and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools, and sixth-grade math-
ematics classes at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School.

Dr. Rock’s responsibilities in the

Dr. David J. Rock

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

UNDER PROPOSAL, STUDENTS IN FOUR SCHOOLS WILL NOW ATTEND TAMAQUES

Board of Education Committee Recommends
End of District’s 27-Year-Old Desegregation Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After 27 years, the desegregation
plan in the Westfield public schools
will end at the end of the school year
under a plan outlined Tuesday night
by Arlene Gardner, Chairwoman of
the Board of Education’s Policy Com-

mittee. The committee’s decision now
goes before the full board for its
decision.

The committee has recommended
that the district end its desegregation
policy of bussing students to non-
neighborhood schools. Students now
attending four different elementary

schools would attend Tamaques
School, one of the schools currently
used, under the proposal.

Also, the committee has asked
the board to allow students in the
fifth grade to continue to be bussed
to Washington or Wilson Schools,
where they current ly  at tend

classes, to complete their elemen-
tary school education.

“We agree with the suggestion of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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MY HOMETOWN…Westfield artist Anne Mann will be setting up her easel to
paint the Westfield streetscape on Saturdays in May from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
“Artists Celebrate Westfield,” the inaugural event of Artslink, the Westfield
Arts Commission. Musicians, artists, singers and dancers will showcase a
sample of the community arts experience in downtown Westfield.

will continue through Sunday, May 31.
Members of the community can meet

the artists of the Westfield Art Associa-
tion at “Spring Art Thursday” at the
Town Book Store of Westfield, 255
East Broad Street, on Thursday, May 7,
from 6 through 10 p.m. Framed and
unframed works will be featured.

Harry Devlin, a local artist and illus-
trator, will exhibit original illustrations
in “Children’s Book Art” from Satur-
day, May 9, through Sunday, May 17, at

the Town Book Store.
Further information about the

events may be obtained from Artslink
Co-Chairwomen Carolyn Klinger-
Kueter at (908) 233-9094, or Bar-
bara Schwinn, at (908) 232-7058;
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt, at (908) 233-3021, or
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Michael La Place,
at (908) 789-9444.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Celebration of the Arts
To Take Place in Downtown

Many council members also said
they didn’t want to miss the applica-
tion deadline for a county grant which
would help fund the proposed “pocket
park.”

A majority of the governing body
members stated that if for some reason
Mr. Honecker does not proceed with
his plans, the council wants to be able
to go ahead with the “pocket park.”

Mayor Jardim stated that if Mr.
Honecker does go ahead with his
plans and does receive all the vari-
ances needed for his building, then
the ordinance will not go to a second
reading; and therefore will not be
passed.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, who cast the single negative
vote on the ordinance, stated that its
introduction gives Mr. Honecker a
“mixed message.”

After the meeting, Mrs. Vernick
stated that she thought the council’s
decision was counterproductive in
that it gives Mr. Honecker and his
family the message that “we (the
council) don’t trust what you are
telling us.”

Mrs. Vernick added that she agreed
“the property was a downtown eye-
sore,” but wanted to “give the family
the benefit of the doubt in coming
forth to build.”

In other business, an ordinance
was approved for improvements to
recreational facilities such as
restrooms and a picnic shelter at
Tamaques Park; the reconstruction
of Sycamore Field, and a sprinkler
system for Mindowaskin Park.

An ordinance was also approved
for installation of new playground
equipment, a new playground sur-
face, fencing, new benches, new trash
receptacles and new picnic tables for
the Lincoln School playground.

Half the funding for these improve-
ments, which will total $35,000, will
come through a matching grant from
Union County under its “Pocket Park
Program.” The program was an-
nounced by Daniel P. Sullivan, Chair-
man of the county’s Board of Chosen

Freeholders, in January.
Third Ward Councilman John J.

Walsh, reflecting on how the renova-
tions would benefit students, said
“the Westfield Avenue children are
happy for this.”

An ordinance was also passed to
provide for the installation of street
lighting in Westfield’s Special Im-
provement District.

In other business, Robert Tyson of
Downer Street asked the council about
help in draining water that sits on his
and three of his neighbor’s proper-
ties when it rains. He stated that two
years ago, a stone drainage system
was put in, but that it hasn’t helped
the situation. Town Engineer Ken-
neth B. Marsh said he would look
into the matter.

Also, Steven Visich of Sanders
Circle asked about the laws in the
revised Land Use Ordinance regard-
ing recreational vehicles.

Mr. Brandt informed Mr. Visich
that a recreational vehicle, such as a
motorhome, could not exceed 18 feet
if it is parked outside of a garage.
Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. said this regulation was
in the best interest of the town.

A resolution to demolish the build-
ing known as Andrea’s Furniture, lo-
cated at 530 South Avenue, was taken
off the council’s agenda for Tuesday
night, as officials had many questions
about the proposed demolition.

Questions were raised concerning
public safety because the building is
located on a very busy road.

Finally, there will be a tree plant-
ing ceremony held this Saturday, May
2, at 10 a.m. on Cacciola Place to
kick off the Neighborhood Preserva-
tion Program. This ceremony is to
introduce neighbors to the program
and the grant proposal to improve
conditions from Grove Street to South
Street.

The Mayor encouraged all resi-
dents to help support this program
and announced that there will be T-
shirts, balloons and refreshments at
the event.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Introduces Ordinance
For Pocket Park on Diner Site

Bulky Waste Pickup
Schedule Announced
The Town Department of Pub-

lic Works has advised residents
that the bulky waste pickup is
continuing in accordance with
the following schedule.

• Ward 2 – May 4 to 8.
• Ward 3 – May 11 to 15.
• Ward 4 – May 18 to 22.
Application packets were

mailed to every resident in March.
Time still remains for residents
of Wards 2, 3 and 4 who are
interested in participating.

The fee is $50 for a permit,
which allows 750 pounds of ma-
terial to be placed curbside.

Interested individuals may call
the Public Works Department at
(908) 789-4100.

Raccoon Alert Issued
By Board of Health
The Westfield Board of Health

has requested that anyone in the
vicinity of the 700 block of Lam-
berts Mill Road, who may have
had any type of physical expo-
sure to a raccoon within the last
two weeks, call the local Health
Department at (908) 789-4070.

The raccoon in question was
picked up by Associated Hu-
mane Societies on April 21 in
the above mentioned area.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
• Robert Wilson, 27, of Cranford was

charged at police headquarters with two
counts of issuing bad checks, according
to police.

Authorities said Wilson allegedly used
checks totaling $483.77 from a closed
account to purchase cement from a com-
pany on Central Avenue.

A computer check revealed that Wil-
son was wanted on contempt of court
warrants from Bridgewater, Maplewood
and Marlboro Township, police con-
firmed. The total amount of bail was
$970.

• Cash and a watch valued at $400
were reported stolen from a home on
Westfield Avenue, according to police.

• A snare drum was reported stolen
from Franklin Elementary School on Pros-
pect Street.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
• Scott Muscle, 27, of South River

was arrested on North Avenue and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana, according to police,
who said Muscle posted $500 bail.

• Andrea Thompson, 29, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $800 worth of clothing at a North
Avenue department store, authorities
said. She was held in lieu of $275 bail.

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
• Nancy Friedrich, 53, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $183 worth of clothing from a North
Avenue department store, according to
police. She was released on $275 bail.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
• A Colonia resident reported that her

Motorola cellular telephone was stolen
from her vehicle, which had been parked

in the rear lot of the Municipal Building.
• A Scotch Plains resident reported

that her pocketbook was lost or stolen in
the area of an Elm Street supermarket.

• Philipp Pender, 37, of Plainfield
was arrested on South Avenue and
charged with driving with a revoked li-
cense, according to police.

Authorities confirmed he was also
wanted on warrants from Springfield,
Woodbridge and Newark. He was being
held in lieu of $2,295 bail.

• Police filed an assault report on
behalf of two men, both age 20, which
occurred on Mohican Drive. One of the
individuals was from Westfield and the
other from Plainfield, authorities said.

The two were advised of the complaint
procedure but no charges were filed in
connection with the incident.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
• A 15-year-old Westfield youth re-

ported that he was the victim of a strong-
arm robbery committed by two other
juveniles in a Prospect Street municipal
lot, according to police.

The victim told authorities he was
approached by the two suspects, who
demanded $10 from him. He stated he
gave them the money and began walking
away, at which time one of the suspects
punched him in the face and demanded
another $10.

The youth said he again gave them the
money and that the suspects fled the
scene. There was no weapon involved,
according to police, who said the inci-
dent is under investigation.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
• Police received a report that $121

was stolen from a purse in the foyer of a
Harrison Avenue home.

MONDAY, APRIL 20
• Ten hundred block of Central Av-

enue – arcing wire and tree branch.
• One hundred block of Elm Street –

unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Lincoln Road

– lock out.
• Four hundred block of Poets Place –

smoke scare.
• Three hundred block of East Dudley

Avenue – lock out.
• Two hundred block of East Dudley

Avenue – smoke scare.
TUESDAY, APRIL 21

• One hundred block of New Provi-
dence Road – unintentional alarm.

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue East – unintentional alarm.

• Two hundred block of Springfield
Avenue – unintentional alarm.

• Four hundred block of Mountain
Avenue – lock out.

• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts
Mill Road – system malfunction.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
• One hundred block of Myrtle Av-

enue – vehicle fire.
• Three hundred block of Roanoke

Road – good intent call.
THURSDAY, APRIL 23

• Fourteen hundred block of Central
Avenue – automobile accident.

• Rahway Avenue and Shackamaxon
Drive – automobile accident.

• Four hundred block of Wells Street
– system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Elm Street –
smoke odor investigation.

• Eleven hundred block of South Av-
enue West – service call.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
• Eight hundred block of Highland

Avenue – smoke condition.
• Eleven hundred block of South Av-

enue West – truck fire.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

– unintentional alarm.
• Three hundred block of Roger Av-

enue – lock out.
• One hundred block of Elm Street –

animal rescue.
• One hundred block of

Cowperthwaite Place – unintentional
alarm.

• Six hundred block of Lenox Avenue
– automobile accident.

• Five hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue – carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

– emergency medical call.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

– system malfunction.
• Four hundred block of Wells Street

– good intent call.
• Two hundred block of Clark Street

– unintentional alarm.
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Westfield schools have ranged from
overseeing the Kindergarten through
grade 12 curriculum, directing the pro-
fessional development efforts of the
district and, until recently, to chairing
the Joint Evaluation Committee.

A Westfield resident, he has been
responsible for the testing programs,
federal grants programs and imple-
mentation of the state’s Thorough and
Efficient Education standards in the
Westfield schools, as well as advising
school board committees.

Board member Thomas Taylor de-
scribed the outgoing Assistant Super-
intendent as “a real rock to our district.

“In times of trouble and need, Dr.
Rock is always there with knowledge
and talent and, day to day, just a re-
source to all the people in our district,”
said Mr. Taylor, who chairs the board’s
Personnel Committee.

Susan Jacobson, who served as board
President for the past three years, said
Dr. Rock “will be missed” and that his
“shoes are very, very big and will be
hard to fill.” She added that he has led
the board through a number of recent
curriculum changes, “with a lot of un-
derstanding.”

New board Vice President Ginger
Hardwick, the Chairwoman of the
Curriculum, Instruction and Policies
Committee, said Dr. Rock is “genu-
inely a kind and warm human being”
who has “always been committed to
the best educational practices that fo-
cus on the children.”

Board member Annmarie Puleio
noted that every year, Dr. Rock has
participated in a reading program at
Wilson Elementary School, where her
child is a student, in which he sings and
reads to the children. She said this
program shows the commitment Dr.
Rock has had to the students.

Mr. Taylor described his former
teacher, Mr. Scott, as a “very inspira-
tional, talented teacher.”

Board member B. Carol Molnar,
another former student of Mr. Scott’s,
said her former English teacher “has
helped us all become better writers.”

In discussing Mr. Scott’s experience,
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. William
J. Foley, noted that the Assistant Princi-
pal served in many capacities, such as
having been yearbook advisor at the
high school for 25 years, graduation
coordinator for Westfield High School,
Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) ad-
visor and Liaison to the Westfield Friends
of the Arts. He also coordinated new
teacher orientation programs at the high
school, and initiated the Student of the
Month Program there as well.

Mr. Scott has been Assistant Princi-
pal at the high school since 1980, fol-

lowing 20 years as a teacher of En-
glish, Contemporary Thoughts and
Film Appreciation.

Dr. Rock, in addressing the board,
said “education has been the key of my
life” noting that his parents had always
instilled in him the importance of a
good education, something he has
passed down to the students in the
district.

“The years in Westfield have been
wonderful and Westfield has been
wonderful to me,” he said.

At the start of the meeting, Darielle
M. Walsh and Ms. Hardwick were
appointed President and Vice Presi-
dent of the board, respectively. Mrs.
Jacobson assumed the role of Chair-
woman of the Finance Committee, re-
placing Keith S. Hertell, who is no
longer on the board after deciding not
to seek reelection.

Mrs. Walsh has served on the board
the past six years, chairing the Facili-
ties Committee the past five years.

Ms. Hardwick was first elected to
the board in 1995. She was elected to
a second term last Tuesday, along with
Mrs. Walsh and Eileen Satkin. Mrs.
Satkin has rejoined the board after a
three-year absence.

Official tallies of the election indi-
cate that Ms. Hardwick was the top
vote getter with 1,851, followed by
Mrs. Walsh, with 1,828, and Mrs.
Satkin, with 1,789.

Unofficial results of the uncontested
election, however, had placed Mrs.
Walsh third, with 1,659. Those results
did not include a voting machine in the
First Ward, District Nos. 1 and 2, at
Roosevelt School.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved on first reading the revised
Elementary Language Arts/Reading
Curriculum. The curriculum will now
offer the “full-fledged language instruc-
tion” of Spanish and French in the
sixth grade. Both are currently taught
starting in the seventh grade. Latin will
now begin in the ninth grade.

Ms. Hardwick said the school ad-
ministration felt it was important that
students receive spoken world lan-
guages a year earlier. Because it is
more of an academic language, Ms.
Hardwick said, “it is more appropriate
to teach Latin in the high school as an
academic subject.”

The second reading and public hear-
ing on the revised curriculum is sched-
uled for Tuesday, June 2.

Dr. Rock, Mr. Scott Retiring
At End of School Year

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

improved signage, increased trees
and foliage, traffic calming and litter
removal.

Improvements slated for the resi-
dential area include sidewalk and
street repair, increased trees and foli-
age, renovation of dilapidated hous-
ing, curb increases in motor vehicle
traffic on residential streets and litter
removal.

The grassroots effort includes The
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
residents, and community business
owners who have met no less than
five times in the past several months
with Mayor Jardim, Mr. Stone and
members of the Town Council.

A neighborhood “walk through”
to identify specific problems in the
area was also held.

Saturday’s tree planting is intended
to be the “kick-off” of the program.

“It is intended to generate addi-
tional community excitement by pro-
viding a small demonstration of what
the NPP is about,” said Mr. Rotter.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tree Planting
Set to Launch

Effort for Grant

the Concerned African-American Par-
ents (CAAP) organization that our 27-
year-old school desegregation plan is no
longer necessary because all of the el-
ementary schools are comparable,” said
Ms. Gardner, noting that due to the
small number of students involved, “the
impact in terms of integration is mini-
mal.”

The committee selected Tamaques,
citing the fact Jefferson and McKinley
Schools are overcrowded.

“We selected Tamaques in the hope
that the students who will be moving
from Wilson and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools will not be moved again in
the near future,” Ms. Gardner explained.

The committee’s recommendation
followed a request by members of the
CAAP who questioned whether the
plan which has students in a triangle
area of Central and Windsor Avenues
bordering the railroad tracks, currently
bussed to Wilson, Tamaques and Wash-
ington Elementary Schools. In addi-
tion, some students walk to the Jefferson
Elementary School.

CAAP members also asked the board
to consider whether African-American
students are being disproportionately
placed in special education classes, and
also asked the board to see what it can
do to eliminate the gap in the academic
performance by African-American stu-
dents.

CAAP Secretary Beverly Grant said
the organization also wants the board
to look at the number of African-Ameri-
can teachers in the school system, not-
ing “that needs to be addressed.”

The issue of desegregation was sent
to the Policy Committee. The other two
issues are still under consideration,
according to Ms. Gardner.

The plan was first established in the
district in 1971 in response to the clos-
ing of the Columbus Elementary School
and revised in 1980 after the Grant and
Lincoln Schools were closed.

Melba Nixon, a former board mem-
ber who spoke on behalf of CAAP to
the school board back in October, con-
tended at that time that African-Ameri-
can students bussed to non-neighbor-
hood school felt isolated at school.

She suggested that the current policy
be ended, noting the policy is no longer
necessary since all of Westfield’s el-
ementary schools are “equally good.”

The committee held four meetings,

with the final session concluding this
past December at the Neighborhood
Council on Cacciola Place. Some 35
persons attended the last meeting.

“Although this policy change directly
affects less than 30 students, in many
ways, it affects the entire school dis-
trict,” she stated.

Board member Annmarie Puleio, a
Wilson parent, said she is “happy that
all children throughout the district will
be attending neighborhood schools.”

Mrs. Nixon thanked Ms. Gardner
and the committee for its decision, not-
ing that Tamaques Principal Salvatore
DeSimone “wants these children” and
“sees diversity as a value” to all stu-
dents in the school.

“And when someone wants some-
thing of value, than I feel very comfort-
able that they are going to make it work,”
she told the board, adding that there are
two African-American teachers at
Tamaques, the only elementary school
in the district where that is the case.

Dr. Kathy Rock, the wife of Dr. David
Rock and a school administrator her-
self, noted that allowing students to
join groups like the Scouts and be with
their friends as opposed to having to
catch a school bus, will “make them
feel welcome” at school.

Dr. Kathy Rock served as Chair-
woman of the Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation (PTO) from 1978 to 1981 at
Wilson School, a position in which she
had a chance to welcome new Kinder-
gartners to the school — including those
bused as part of the desegregation plan.
She noted her children enjoyed attend-
ing school with students bussed from
other areas of the town.

Mrs. Walsh called it “very signifi-
cant” that the committee, CAAP and
the board “were able to work together
and achieve” the recommendation to
end desegregation the district.

“I think that our intention, all of us, is
to do what we feel is in the best interests
of our students,” she added, noting she
feels the committee’s recommendation
has achieved that goal.

The recommendation would have to
be approved by the state Department of
Education before it could be adopted by
the district.

A resolution for school board action
will be placed on the agenda for the
Tuesday, May 5 meeting to be held at
the Wilson Elementary School.

BOE Committee Recommends
Ending Desegregation Plan

Erratum
In last week’s paper, a Page 4

story regarding the Rotary Club
of Westfield’s selection of the
Philhower Fellowship award
gave the wrong name of the club
President. Dr. Michael Hart holds
that post.


