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BIRTHDAY WRAPPINGS�Mabel Ginsberg, from the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation in Scotch Plains, wraps birthday gifts to be sent to cancer patients
in the program or their siblings. As part of the network of support for the families
of the ill children, the family is nourished with food and other necessities. To
donate canned goods or new birthday gifts for children from infants through age
18, please call Ms. Ginsberg daily at the foundation, at (908) 322-4862, extension
number 20.

APPLICANT SEEKS TO DIVIDE TWO LOTS TO CREATE NINE HOMES

Opposition Attorney Raises Questions
On �Better Homes� Housing Development

By BOBBIE BALDASSARI TURSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
on Monday night continued to hear
testimony on a proposed nine-unit
housing project, known as Better
View Homes, which would straddle
the Scotch Plains and Plainfield bor-
der.

The board, in January, rejected a
proposal labeled as �Plan A� by ap-
plicant Ernest Fantini. It called for
the subdivision of two lots into nine
conforming lots with a cul-de-sac on
Pheasant Lane spanning the border
of the two communities. The plan
called for 25 variances.

Mr. Fantini wants to develop prop-
erty he owns near Pheasant and Sleepy
Hollow Lanes.

After consideration of the facts
presented by the applicant, objectors

and other members of the public, the
board decided that the requested vari-
ances needed for the proposal could
not be granted without �substantial
detriment to the public good,� and
that granting these variances would
impair the purpose of the township�s
Master Plan and zoning ordinance.

The board rejected the plan on the
grounds that all of the proposed
homes, including the ones in
Plainfield, would face Scotch Plains.
They also determined that, under the
plan, the lots would be of substan-
dard size.

Based on this decision, Mr. Fantini
submitted a second proposal, or �Plan
B,� which also calls for the subdivi-
sion of two lots into nine conforming
lots, with a through street connecting
to Prospect Avenue in Plainfield. Five
of the homes would be in Scotch

Plains, with the remaining four in
Plainfield.

Robert Kraus, an attorney repre-
senting Stephen and Mary Schwarz
of 4 Pheasant Lane, who oppose the
development, addressed the board
concerning a number of unresolved
issues presented at a previous meet-
ing by his expert witness, John
Vincenti, an engineer and traffic ex-
pert with EKA Associates in Scotch
Plains.

Right out of the shoot, Mr. Kraus
said the newest subdivision proposal
�already is not a completely con-
forming plan due to lot widths, areas,
front and rear yard setbacks creating
variance situations.�

Also, due to current grading and
heavily wooded areas, he indicated
that cars stopped at the intersection
of Pheasant Lane and the new road,
to be constructed by the developer,
would have a blocked sight line of
oncoming traffic.

Mr. Kraus told the board that the
plan presented a �limited sight dis-
tance issue.� Also, he said that in
order to make it a safe intersection,
most of the proposed grading would
take place on the Schwarzes� prop-
erty.

The attorney maintained that if a

street was constructed, the Schwarz
home would become a corner lot,
thus creating the need for variances
for future building improvements to
the home.

In addition, since there are several
wetland areas on the proposed site,
water drainage is of particular im-
portance. Mr. Kraus mentioned that,
�overflow and flooding can, in fact,
affect Dr. and Mrs. (Robert and
Suzanne) Petix�s property, and per-
haps others.�

Mr. Kraus closely questioned op-
ponents of the plan about the pro-
posed water detention system.

The attorney also sought clarifica-
tion regarding the extent of clear-
cutting, defined as the stripping of all
vegetation for the benefit of the de-
sign of the site. He asked the appli-
cant if there were any areas on the
site where trees could be preserved.

In response, Dr. Thomas P. Olenik,
a New Jersey professional engineer
testifying for Mr. Fantini, said he did
not see Mr. Kraus�s concerns as con-
flicts. He said that for the size of the
site, an underground detention sys-
tem would work rather well, and that
if the system needed to be enlarged to
address run-off problems, it would

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation Reaches Out to Area
Families Through Compassionate Caregivers

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Times

Whoever said there are no angels
among us on earth has never met the
team of dedicated, selfless and com-
passionate caregivers at The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF)
at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The ECF strives to provide coun-
seling, as well as financial and mate-
rial support, to New Jersey families
who have found their worlds turned
upside down because of a child�s
cancer diagnosis.

The foundation, which celebrates
its 15th anniversary this year, is a
non-profit organization which was
established in 1983 by Joseph and
Susan Vizzoni in memory of their 7-
year-old son, Emmanuel, who died
of lymphoma in 1981.

This year alone, ECF has reached
out to 250 families in the state who
have found themselves gripped by
the devastating emotional, financial
and physical burdens of living with a
cancer diagnosis.

The foundation has four regional

centers, including the Scotch Plains
branch. The others are located in
Wycoff in Bergen County, Neptune
City in Monmouth County, and
Woodbury Heights in Gloucester
County.

According to Executive Director
of the Scotch Plains facility, John F.
Hartman, CFRE, the foundation pro-
vides three distinct types of services.
These services involve ECF person-
nel going off-site directly to where
the families need them. It does not
require the families in need to visit
the foundation.

The first service is professional
counseling, which Mr. Hartman de-
scribes as �the hallmark of our ser-
vice.�

The goal of counseling, he ex-
plained, is to �keep the family to-
gether� during this difficult period
when families may be most likely to
fall apart due to financial and emo-
tional hardships.

The ECF retains 14 master-degreed
social workers who provide 24-hour
service each day of the week.

This counseling is not limited to
the child with cancer or his or her
family members, but to all persons
affected by this life change.

The second service is emergency
financial relief. Forty to 60 percent of
families may require such assistance.
The ECF assists in paying for bills
not covered by insurance plans, as
well as rent or mortgage payments,
transportation costs, telephone bills,
hotel room and meal expenses, and
funeral costs.

Child care expenses for other sib-
lings are also paid while parents are
occupied at the hospital with their

sick child. Foundation volunteers also
explain to credit card companies the
family�s personal and financial situ-
ation.

But perhaps the efforts of good will
and selflessness are most well noted
by the third service, which is mate-
rial assistance.

This service involves, but is not
limited to, collecting and distribut-
ing clothing and food, providing toys
for birthday parties for the child as
well as other siblings and family
members, holiday parties, as well as
tickets to the theater and amusement
parks such as Great Adventure.

Air conditioners for children un-
dergoing chemotherapy; microwave
ovens and answering machines are
also provided to the families. Video
phones donated by AT&T enable
parents who are not readily available
to their hospitalized children to speak
to their youngsters and still feel as if
they are right at their side.

Referrals to ECF come from hospi-
tals and other families who are pres-
ently under the foundation�s care.
Mr. Hartman explained that if a child
from a specific church had cancer
and the church pulled together for
that family, it would continue to unite
for other families in need through
further volunteering and funding.

He concluded that, �The amount of
support from the community and
other support groups is overwhelm-
ing.�

Various organizations and
churches in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield school dis-
tricts contribute to ECF through tire-
less volunteering and generous fund-
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LOCAL HERO�Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly presents a resolution to Fanwood
resident Michael Brennan, a lieutenant with the Westfield Fire Department,
who used his rescue breathing skills to revive a 14-year-old girl last month after
she collapsed at Forest Road Park in the borough. Lieutenant Brennan told well-
wishers at last Thursday�s Borough Council meeting that these skills could be
acquired in a two-hour cardiopulmonary resuscitation course.

Fanwood Council
Okays Agreement
For Park Funding

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
unanimously approved an agreement
with Union County last Thursday for
a $125,000 grant which the commu-
nity was awarded through the
county�s one-year Project Pocket Park
Program.

Controversy remained, however,
over a proposal to create a pocket
park on slightly less than an acre of
land opposite the historic Carriage
House on Watson Road. The lot,
once home to the borough�s adminis-
trative offices and fire company head-
quarters, has been vacant for more
than a decade.

Under the terms of its contract
with the county, Fanwood will match
the Project Pocket Park grant through
combined funds and in-kind services,
bringing to $250,000 the total amount
of money currently earmarked for
the planned park, which officials
have said would be �passive,� rather
than geared for recreational or play-
ground use.

During the public portion of last
week�s regular council meeting, two
borough residents stepped forward
to voice familiar concerns over the
present park proposal.

Doris Terry of Paterson Road, who
presented Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern with a petition listing the
names of approximately two dozen
residents, said a passive park such as
the one planned for Watson Road
would be better located at the Com-
munity House on North Avenue.

Echoing testimony which others

have given at earlier meetings of the
governing body, Mrs. Terry proposed
that the Watson Road site could in-
stead be reserved for tax ratables.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly
noted, as she has done at previous
meetings, that elected officials over
the past decade had reviewed an ar-
ray of development proposals for the
property but failed to reach a consen-
sus regarding any of the tentative
uses.

Both Mrs. Terry and Wilfred P.
Coronato of Cray Terrace, who is one
of two Republican candidates for Bor-
ough Council, said they felt a special
Pocket Park Committee appointed
by the governing body last month did
not represent the overall population
of the borough.

Mr. Coronato pointed out that the
committee includes two members of
the council, Borough Engineer Ri-
chard Marsden and Department of
Public Works Director Raymond
Manfra, and a police officer living
next door to the Watson Road site.

He suggested the group should also
have included residents who live near
other Fanwood parks, as well as
members of the Recreation Commis-
sion, noting that leftover funds could
potentially be used to upgrade and
expand existing parks in the bor-
ough.

He maintained that since the county
grant represented taxpayer dollars
and was not just �found money,� it
was important that the funds be spent
in a way which �meets the wishes of
the majority of the residents.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local Residents Complete 3,200 Mile, 48-Day Bike
Trek to Raise Funds for Lung Association Research

VICTORY AT LAST...Dennis Sullivan holds the bike that carried him over
3,000 miles across the country to the �finish line� at the Washington Monument
in the nation�s capital on August 1. The �Big Ride� was a 48-day fundraising trip
for the American Lung Association.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Two area residents recently fin-
ished a 3,254-mile, cross-country
bicycle ride, together raising over
$22,000 for American Lung Asso-
ciation (ALA) research.

As part of �The GTE Big Ride
Across America,� Richard
Czarnomski from Scotch Plains, now
living in Westfield, and Dennis
Sullivan, also a Westfield resident,
left Seattle on June 15 and pulled into
Washington, D.C., on August 1 after
48 days of peddling.

�It was a very emotional moment,�
said Mr. Sullivan, a 46-year-old hu-
man resources executive with Lucent
Technologies, when he hit the home
stretch in the nation�s capital. �It
helps you re-realize that you can
accomplish what you set out to do.�

The group of 700 cyclists, who had
hung together up hill and down while
crossing the country, gathered at the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington that
last afternoon, to ride the final lap to
the symbolic finish line at the Wash-
ington Monument.

His wife, Pat, and their two chil-

dren, along with several friends, stood
waiting to greet him.

�There were a lot of tears,� Mrs.
Sullivan revealed.

Mr. Czarnomski, a 30-year-old
marketing consultant with an archi-
tectural firm who finished the mara-
thon ride as well, declared, �I would
absolutely do it again.�

The �Big Ride� was advertised in
newspapers last fall, and Mr.
Czarnomski said he committed to
the event by November. The six-and-
a-half weeks away from work were a
combination of vacation time and a
leave of absence, he said.

Bicyclists joined the fundraising
trek from every state in the country,
except Nebraska, according to Mr.
Czarnomski. In all, the event raised
an estimated $6.3 million for the
Lung Association.

�I started training in January. I
rode two or three times a week for
about an hour and on weekends,� he
said.

He had an indoor track stand which
converted his 16-gear road bike into
a stationary bicycle.

Mr. Sullivan, on the other hand,

said although biking was a favorite
hobby prior to the �Big Ride,� he was
early into the trip when it was clear
he had not spent enough time prepar-
ing. He reported, however, that he
soon got up to speed after several

days of logging 80 miles, which was
the average mileage per day on the
ride.

The longest day in the saddle in-
volved 113 miles, and the shortest
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GTE Big Ride Across America

Seattle, WA

Billings, MT

Madison, WI

Confluence, PA

Washington,
DC

June 15 - August 1, 1998

     American Lung Association

LONG RIDE...A cross-country bicycle trek this summer, from Seattle,
Washington, to Washington, D.C., raised over $6 million dollars for lung disease
research. Seven hundred riders spent 48 days on the road.
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not be a difficult task.
He explained that most of the drain-

age run-off will enter an underground
system. Dr. Olenik also revealed that
maintenance of the retention system is
a concern that could be addressed
through the creation of a homeowners�
association for the development.

In reference to �clearcutting,� Dr.
Olenik surmised that according to the
grading plan, most of the trees on the
Plainfield side would be removed. He
deferred comment on the limited sight
distance issue to the opposition�s traffic
expert, Gary Dean, who was not present.

�Based on my understanding of regu-
lations and engineering, I see no prohi-
bition of this site; from an engineering
perspective, there are ways to address
each and every problem,� he told the
board.

Tom Nucatola of 1236 Sleepy Hol-
low Lane expressed concern if drainage
systems fail.

�When our basements flood, what

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
� Nine vehicles located in the

Goodman�s Crossing/Rivervale Court
area had tires slashed and windows
smashed. Authorities said the incidents
occurred overnight.

� The manager of a fast food estab-
lishment on Route No. 22 reported he
was robbed by a lone gunman who de-
manded money, and subsequently fled
with an undetermined amount of cash.

The weapon was described as a long
weapon, possibly a rifle or shotgun. It is
unknown in which direction the gunman
fled or the manner of flight, according to
police.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13
� Police received a report that ap-

proximately $1,000 in cash was taken
from an apartment on Country Club Lane.
There was no evidence of forced entry,
authorities said.

� A 1990 Nissan was reported stolen
from a Farley Avenue driveway some-
time during the day, according to police.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
� Police reported that tires were

slashed on four vehicles on Sunnyfield
Lane during the night.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
� Michael Callan, 20, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana with the intent to dis-
tribute within 1,000 feet of a school zone.
He was also charged with underage drink-
ing.

Kaliq Chang Participates
In Honors Math Program

FANWOOD�Kaliq Chang of
Fanwood recently completed Boston
University�s Program in Mathemat-
ics for Young Scientists (PROMYS)

Kaliq Chang

held this summer. He was one of 64
students selected from more than 200
applicants from throughout the
United States.

PROMYS is an intensive, six-week
residential program designed to en-
courage mathematical and scientific
careers among high school students.

Participants attend daily classes,
work on mathematical problem sets,
and listen to weekly lectures on a
variety of topics, including career
development. Students are supervised
by a counselor-in-residence staff com-
posed of undergraduate mathematics
and science majors from colleges and
universities throughout the United
States.

Kaliq is a first-year student in the
PROMYS program. A sophomore at
the Union County Magnet High
School for Science, Mathematics and
Technology in Scotch Plains, he is
the son of Robert and Jane Chang.

ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED�Several representatives of Children�s Special-
ized Hospital�s educational facility in Fanwood appeared before the Fanwood
Borough Council last week to accept a resolution from Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, right, in honor of the local branch�s 10th anniversary. Representing
the hospital, pictured left to right, are: Judy Wussler, Pre-School Primary
Coordinator; Pam Venckus, Director of Children�s Educational Services, and
Nicole Dietlmeier, a former student and current volunteer with the establish-
ment.
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distance covered was 51 miles in a
day. The bikers traveled the more
northerly route through Montana,
South Dakota, Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Ohio and Pennsylvania � more
than 3,000 miles in all. (See map.)

Not all went smoothly. A little more
than one week into the trek, a snow
storm hit the group at about 7,000 feet
up in the Rocky Mountains.

At that point, Mr. Sullivan said he
questioned his decision to go on with
the ride at all, thinking, �Am I being
prudent here?� Another time, he said
he thought, �I�ve got to get out of
here,� as fellow bikers huddled to-
gether under a tarp in the back of a
truck trying to keep warm and dry.

Cyclists were soaked and cold that
day, with a number of the group
falling victim to hypothermia and
shivering uncontrollably, unable to
keep warm. Trip directors, members
of Palotta Teamworks, hired school
buses to carry bikers down the moun-
tain to local school libraries, where

Red Cross volunteers dried clothes
and donated blankets.

Other bicyclists landed in the hos-
pital, but recovered.

The hearty group camped along
the �Big Ride� route in tents, sleep-
ing maybe six or seven hours a night.
They spent a total of eight �rest� days
off the trail in larger cities � usually
washing clothes.

Trucks loaded with food, luggage,
shower units and medical personnel
accompanied bikers throughout the
venture.

Mr. Sullivan particularly appreci-
ated the traveling bank of 25 laptop
computers that allowed bikers to stay
in touch with loved ones via elec-
tronic mail. Reportedly, the unit re-
ceived 11,000 e-mail messages a day
for the riders.

Mr. Sullivan and his family �
who were counting the days in West-
field � coordinated a reunion in the
Black Hills of South Dakota.

�That type of support went a long
way,� he said.

Some participants were particu-
larly touched by the �Big Ride� be-
cause members of their family or
friends were victims of one kind of
lung disease or another. Mr. Sullivan
said he lost his mother to emphysema
and his father to lung cancer. His 9-
year-old son has asthma.

�Here was an opportunity to make
a difference,� Mr. Sullivan said about
the fundraising ride. �This was some-
thing that was going to touch a lot of
people.�

Mr. Czarnomski said the adven-
turous group was made up of teach-
ers, students, and semi-retired indi-
viduals, among others, and those who
even quit jobs to take the �Big Ride.�

He speculated that the group was
about 40 percent women and 60 per-
cent men, with a majority of the total
being from either coast of the United
States. The average age of the group
was 42. The eldest member was 72,
the youngest, 17 (you must be at least
17 years old to enter).

�It�s a beautiful way to see the
country,� Mr. Sullivan said as he
reflected on the recent experience.
�There is a lot of the country that�s
not on the Interstate (highways.) I
was really honored to be a part of the
ride.�

Seasonal Sale Provides
Funds for Parent

Education and Clothes
Parenting Pathways will conduct its

annual fall and winter consignment
clothing sale at All Saints Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, on Thursday September
10, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and on
Friday, September 11, from 9 a.m. to
noon.

Items for sale will be in good condi-
tion. There will be used children�s cloth-
ing (sizes newborn to size 14), mater-
nity clothing, toys, books, games, baby
and nursery equipment.

On Friday only, there will be a half-
price sale on items with yellow tags.

The sale is open to the public and all
are welcome.

This sale offers families good quality
clothing for their children at a fraction
of what it would cost new. Income from
this sale is used to help cover the oper-
ating costs of discussion groups and
workshops so Parenting Pathways can
offer them to the public at little or no
costs.

For more information, please call (908)
889-5954 or (908) 756-7521. Parenting
Pathways is a Fanwood based non-profit
organization established to provide sup-
port and education to all parents.

Social Security Asks Workers
To Update Earnings Estimates

If you�re one of the nearly one
million people who work, collect
Social Security benefits and earn over
the annual exempt amount, you may
soon get a notice from Social Secu-
rity. You�ll be asked to update your
earnings estimate for this year and
estimate how much you expect to
earn in 1999.

Sometimes work plans or other
conditions affecting expected earn-
ings change during the year. Because
working beneficiaries under age 70
are subject to an annual earnings
test, their benefit amounts may need
adjusting if their earnings estimate
has changed.

Beneficiaries who are age 65 or
older, but not yet 70, can earn $14,500
in 1998 without a reduction in ben-
efits. If, however, they earn more
than that amount, $1 is withheld
from their Social Security benefits
for every $3 they earn. Beneficiaries
under age 65 can earn $9,120 with-
out a reduction of $1 for every $2 in
benefits. There is no reduction in
benefits for beneficiaries who are age

70 or older regardless of how much
they earn.

Social Security uses estimated earn-
ings during the year to withhold ben-
efits as required by the earnings test
so that it can avoid making incorrect
payments. At the end of the year,
when Social Security learns exactly
how much you earned (based on the
earnings amounts reported on your
W-2 or your self-employment tax
return), it can determine whether
you were paid the correct benefit
amount. If you were paid too little,
you�ll receive an additional payment.
If you were paid too much, you will
be notified and asked to return the
overpayment.

Social Security sends these mid-
year notices only to beneficiaries
whose earnings are likely to change
during the year. If you don�t get a
notice from Social Security and you
need to update your earnings esti-
mate, you may call (800) 772-1213
or contact your local Social Secu-
rity office to provide the informa-
tion.
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ing, according to Mr. Hartman.
The Evangel Church of Scotch

Plains, the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, Honeywell Corporation of
Westfield, the Women�s Club of
Fanwood, the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, the Junior Women�s Club of
Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains
Lions Club are just a few of the
compassionate philanthropists in the
immediate area.

Special plans are being devel-
oped for an ECF Read-a-Thon to be
launched in school districts across
New Jersey. This project will rein-
force reading skills and provide
children with an early education
about philanthropy and volunteer-
ing in their community, Mr.
Hartman said.

The project involves children read-
ing as many books as possible, with
pledges from family and friends who
sponsor them. In turn, these pledges
assist the ECF in continuing their
mission to families in need.

Mr. Hartman stated, �We cannot

improve the quality of life (for a
child), but we can preserve the qual-
ity of life.�

Mr. Hartman concluded that the
benefit of being a part of the ECF is
being able to reach out to those around
him. His past experiences with not-
for-profit organizations could not
seem to compare, he said, with his
experiences at ECF.

Mabel Ginsberg, who coordinates
volunteer activities, stated that �be-
ing a part of the direct communica-
tion with the families� is the most
important aspect to her.

�It�s an amazing feeling,� she
said.

Volunteering at the ECF is simply
one valuable facet of becoming in-
volved in this special organization.
Ms. Ginsberg helps provide prospec-
tive volunteers with a variety of ac-
tivities and responsibilities that can
make volunteering a rewarding ex-
perience.

She may be reached by calling
(908) 322-4323, Extension No. 20.

Home Safety Program
Proposed for Seniors

Union County Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr., has proposed a $83,500 home
safety program for all 90,000 senior citi-
zen residents in Union County. The pro-
gram is designed to reduce the number of
falls and home accidents incurred by
senior citizens.

Freeholder Mingo said Federal and state
estimates on the number of seniors injured
from falls in the home demonstrate the
need to make fall prevention a priority.

Union County Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan said the county will
hire The ElderCare Companies, Inc., of
Point Pleasant, to direct a six-point pro-
gram for meeting the safety needs of
county seniors. The program will:

•Conduct over 200 seminars and work-
shops on senior home safety targeted to
senior citizens in Union County.

•Conduct seminars and workshops on
senior home safety targeted to the adult
children of seniors.

•Develop and distribute senior home
safety brochures throughout the county.

•Conduct seminars and workshops on
senior home safety targeted to health
professionals.

•Develop a Union County Senior
Citizen�s Safety Volunteer Corp.

•Develop a Countywide Health and
Safety Fair for seniors.

The seminars and workshops will be-
gin in September.

Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo said that
the program is unique in that it not only
targets the seniors themselves but also
their adult children.

 �This program will not only sensitize
[residents] as to the dangers that exist in
the home, but will also emphasize low
cost home improvements and devices

that will make their home a safer place,
according to Freeholder Ruotolo.

�As the daughter of parents who are both
in their 80s, this is information that I, too,
would like to known,� she continued.

�The other important component of
this program is that we will bring it to the
senior citizen centers, clubs, housing,
and nutrition sites to ensure that the
information is made available to the great-
est number of residents possible,� Free-
holder Ruotolo added.

�The United States Public Health Ser-
vice estimates that between one-third and
two-thirds of fall related deaths among
elders are preventable. This program will
go a long way in helping Union County
seniors live with greater safety, indepen-
dence and dignity,� Freeholder Mingo said.

Federal and state estimates on elderly
injuries are as follows:

• Approximately 30,000 Union County
senior citizens are likely to suffer a fall
this year and over 7,500 county elders will
require hospitalization or medical atten-
tion due to a fall related injury.

• More than 3,000 county senior citi-
zens are likely to become severely in-
jured through falls and other home acci-
dents this year (suffering fractures or
extended hospitalization).

• Fall related injuries will be the lead-
ing cause of hospitalization for county
seniors over 75 years of age this year (and
the sixth leading cause of death for all
county seniors).

• Of the 3,000 Union County seniors
who will be hospitalized for fall related
injuries this year, half will die within 12
months after the fall and 50 percent of
those surviving seniors will require nurs-
ing home care.

LIZARD AT THE LIBRARY�Jerry Zelenka introduces a lizard to youngsters
at the Fanwood Memorial Library during his presentation entitled �A Touch of
Nature.� He also presented such unusual critters as a tarantula, a snake and a
baby mouse the size of a pinkie fingernail. The event was part of the library�s
Summer Reading Program.

Attorney Raises Questions
On Housing Development

Local Residents Complete
Bike Trek to Raise Funds

Cancer Foundation Reaches
Out to Help Area Families

Recent Home Sales
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SCOTCH PLAINS
Thomas Merriman to Christopher

Fletcher, 2067 Church Street, $160,000.
Lon Taylor to Nancy Canaris, 1047

Hetfield Avenue, $145,000.
Cornelius Burke to Nevel and Maria

Gladd, 8 Fairway Court, $317,900.
Eric Schwelke to Fritz and Carolyn

Chen, 17 Shirewood Drive, $512,500.
Julio Blanco to Angel and Lizette

Rodriguez, 2160 Raritan Road,
$200,000.

Sterling Haynes to David and Sharon

Fanwood Council Okays
Contract for Park Funding

Responding to what he felt were sug-
gestions that the Watson Road concept
was being forced on residents, Council
President Bruce H. Walsh said elected
officials had collected much public input
over the years concerning other propos-
als for the site, but did not take action
because these ideas did not generate
sufficient community support.

�We didn�t go ahead and that�s why
the property is still vacant after 11 years,�
said Councilman Walsh, adding that the
governing body would not proceed with
plans to locate the pocket park there
either if the majority of Fanwood resi-
dents were against it. �We have never
done anything against the wishes of the
community at large,� he commented.

Mayor Connelly said the Pocket Park
Committee, which will meet again on
Monday, August 31, has not finalized its
recommendations concerning how funds
for the project will be spent or potential
uses for the park.

She added that the Recreation Com-
mission has submitted a �wish list� of
projects which members would like to
see realized should supplementary funds
be available.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz, who
chairs the committee, stated that devel-
opment of the Pocket Park on the Watson
Road site would actually save the bor-
ough money because the planned parking
area and access way would rectify an
existing drainage problem on the prop-
erty.

She said funds the governing body had
allocated to remedy the situation would
therefore not be needed.

Councilwoman Schurtz confirmed
there would be an opportunity for resi-
dents to present their concerns about the

Pocket Park prior to the governing body�s
Wednesday, September 2, agenda meet-
ing.

Under other business, former Coun-
cilman David Pickering, Chairman of
Fanwood�s Community Assessment
Committee, presented a form entitled
�Time for Action� which was scheduled
to be mailed to all Fanwood residents last
week.

Mr. Pickering said the form outlines
four action projects � addressing com-
munication, downtown and parking, long-
range planning and volunteerism �
which were whittled down from seven
initial proposals.

The committee is now seeking volun-
teers to serve on action groups for each of
the projects. Interested residents have
been asked to fill out and return the
document by Friday, September 11.

Forms may be mailed to the
committee�s address, which is included
on the document, or dropped off at Bor-
ough Hall, the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, or the United National Bank on
Martine Avenue.

Finally, four resolutions were pre-
sented by the governing body. The first
recognized Lieutenant Michael Brennan,
a borough resident and member of the
Westfield Fire Department, for having
successfully resuscitated a teenage girl
who had collapsed in Fanwood�s Forest
Road Park on July 14.

The other resolutions were presented
in honor of new Fanwood Postmaster
John Alvarez, who was sworn in on
July 17; the 10th anniversary of
Children�s Specialized Hospital�s edu-
cational facility in Fanwood, and the
150th anniversary of the Women�s
Rights Movement.

Rosengarten, 1610 King Street,
$250,500.

Skyler Mills to Stephen Melchior,
209 Hawthorne Street, $175,000.

Robert McQuade to Eric and Patricia
Fargie, 221 Mountainview Avenue,
$185,000.

Ralph Dinizo to James and Shari
Sandidge, 22 Aberdeen Road,
$390,000.

Anel Tavasi to Edward and Patricia
McLaughlin, 1257 Sleepy Hollow Lane,
$323,000.

recourse do we have?� he questioned.
Dr. Olenik again stated that at the

time, it would be the homeowners
association�s concern. He said, how-
ever, that �flooding is not likely.�

Another resident told the board it
would be �unconscionable to clear-cut
the woodland in an urban area like this.�

Mr. Kraus told The Times that he
believes that creation of a cul-de-sac
would be the best answer to some of the
concerns addressed by opponents of the
proposal.

He suggested the number of lots could
be dropped by two or three, with the
development featuring five or six larger
homes as opposed to nine smaller resi-
dences.

The board will resume its hearing on
the application at its Monday, October
5 meeting, when the applicant�s expert
witnesses are expected to testify on
issues raised during Monday�s meeting
in a quest to reach a resolution of the
matter.


