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Bank Heist Suspect
Killed After Firing
On Police Officers

Teen Charged With First Degree Murder in Shooting
Of New Brunswick Resident in Club Malibu Parking Lot

Teachers Converge
On School Bd. Over
Frustration in Talks
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Hundreds of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) members converged upon
the November 24 regular meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Members� silence was broken as a

dozen teachers spoke at length about
their dissatisfaction with the board,
the prolonged negotiating process
and parents� reaction to the union job
action.

SPFEA members, who assembled
at Park Middle School, were escorted
to board offices in a caravan of cars
by three Scotch Plains� police offic-
ers.

Prior to public comment, Board
Vice President Theresa Larkin read a
prepared statement. She indicated
the board shares �the common thread
of frustration� running through some
of the letters received by the board
from the community.

�We have worked hard to offer a
fair contract to the SPFEA. They
have rejected our offer,� read Mrs.
Larkin. �Not only that, but even
though we have publicly released
information there are still inaccurate
rumors about our proposal.�

She indicated that the board �never
proposed taking away columns on
the salary guide...and also proposed
a net increase in the number of steps
on the salary guides...� contrary to
published reports.

Mrs. Larkin also stated that the
�157 teachers who would �only� get a
raise, not an increment (under the
board�s proposed contract), have an
average salary of $71,154.�

She also revealed that the board�s
professional negotiator uncovered a
$20,000 error in calculating the value
of the 1997-1998 salary guides. This
results in a lower base cost for the
board. The consequence is a net value
of 11 percent for the board�s three-
year proposal, instead of the 10.9
percent previously reported.

The board�s offer stands at 3.8
percent, 3.6 percent and 3.6 percent
(1998-2001) with no changes in
medical benefits.

When offered the floor, the SPFEA
wasted no time in lining up at the
microphone.

Betty Rivera, a reading recovery
and basic skills teacher at Coles El-
ementary School, said, �I trust some
(letters) were in support of teachers.�
She referenced the �accolades� Scotch
Plains-Fanwood teachers had re-

School Officials Reveal Improved
Financial Numbers Over 1997

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

It was musical chairs during the
November 24 regular meeting of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education as proceedings shifted
from the board room to the multi-
purpose room of Evergreen Elemen-
tary School to accommodate the hun-
dreds of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA)
members in attendance.

Following comments from the
board and SPFEA members on the
contract stalemate, the meeting re-
convened in the board room with
only a handful of residents in the
audience.

There, the auditing firm of Barre
and Cannone of Springfield deliv-

ered a positive report for the fiscal
year which ended on June 30. The
firm was hired this year as new audi-
tors for the district.

The report showed an undesignated
fund balance of $440,000 at June 30,
compared to a zero balance on June
30, 1997. The account is commonly
referred to as �free balance.�

A year ago, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye attrib-
uted the zero balance situation to
increased tuition costs, the modular
classrooms (now in place at School
One, Evergreen and Coles Schools),
heightened insurance assessments

and additional appropriations.
The administration then imple-

mented a fine-tooth review of expen-
ditures at all levels to determine where
cost savings could be found.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Matthew A. Clarke was
quick to point out, however, that
$417,000 of the undesignated funds
were generated from the district�s
claims fund account because it was
�a good year� in terms of health
benefit claims.

He indicated that prudent use of
these funds would be to keep them in

David B. Corbin for The Times

AN ANNUAL TRADITION...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior line-
backer Scott Paterson, No. 54, checks a Union High School receiver during
Saturday�s game in Union while the Raiders� junior tackle, Dan Loomis, backs
up the play. The game was postponed by rain on Thanksgiving Day. The Farmers
edged the Raiders, 21-20. For details, please see Page 15.

Township Receives $250,000
Grant to Complete Road Work

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Council
members announced on November
24 that they received a letter from
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
awarding Scotch Plains with a grant
at $250,000 from the state�s Trans-
portation Trust Fund.

This brings the total of grants re-
ceived by the township in 1998 to
$1,259,000, according to Republi-
can Mayor Joan Papen. She chal-
lenged the next council, the first
Democratically controlled council
since the Watergate years, to surpass
that amount.

Mayor Papen will finish her term
as mayor through the end of Decem-
ber and will not be returning to the
council next year.

The transportation grant will be
used to complete road paving on
Raritan Road. The Fund enables com-

munities to address and maintain
their transportation needs without
increasing property taxes.

�The completion of this project
will demonstrate the successful part-
nership that exists between local and
state governments,� Governor
Whitman stated in a letter to the
council.

In other business, Fanwood and
Scotch Plains will participate in a
�shared� police matron service as
part of an Interlocal Services Agree-
ment. Currently, there are no female
officers on the Fanwood force, said
Councilman Robert Johnston.

This service will involve the trans-
portation of female prisoners by a
female officer. In addition, Mayor
Papen added, �shared services are a
way to keep taxes down.�

The borough will pay $22.75 per
hour for the service.

In past business, Councilwoman-

elect Geri M. Samuels submitted a
resolution to council members re-
questing that the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) reroute air-
planes out over the Atlantic Ocean
after take-off from Newark Interna-
tional Airport in order to reduce noise
pollution over Scotch Plains town-
ship.

Ocean routing has been supported
by citizens groups seeking noise re-
lief in Union County. The FAA in-
stead instituted routing where air-
planes gain altitude over industrial
areas before returning over residen-
tial areas. Recent information,
though, has indicated that pilots have
not been flying those routes due to
poorly written flight instructions by
the FAA.

Republican Council members de-
cided to hold off on the resolution
until Councilwoman-elect Samuels

Township Prepares
For Holiday Celebration

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains will welcome in the
holiday season at its �Old Fashioned
Holiday Fun� celebration this Sun-
day, December 6, from noon to 5 p.m.

Among the planned activities are
horse-drawn wagon rides, raffles, live
entertainment, the lighting of the
Christmas tree and, of course, an
appearance by Santa Claus.

From 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. on the
Village Green, live entertainment will
be provided by the Oratorio Singers
from the New Apostolic Church in
Plainfield and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Chorus.

The Merchant Holiday Wall Con-
test will award raffle prizes rang-
ing from free dinners and dry clean-
ing to free haircuts and eye care.
There will be flyers available with
a map of local merchants. To be
eligible for the drawing, all one

needs to do is visit the 10 to 15
businesses in the township who
validate their flyers. No purchase is
necessary.

There will also be an Open House
at the Historic Osborn Cannonball
House Museum on Front Street, with
food and refreshments available.

Rides on two horse-drawn wagons
will be offered for $2 per person.
Children under 2 can ride for free.
The wagon rides will be going around
town from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Other attractions for the kids in-
clude a petting zoo and face painting.

The township�s Christmas tree will
be lit at 5 p.m. on the Village Green,
followed by Santa�s arrival on a fire
truck at the Gazebo.

The day�s events are being orga-
nized by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and the
Scotch Plains Parks and Recreation
Commission.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written by The Times

A man suspected in the armed
robbery of a Fanwood bank two weeks
ago, who was also wanted in connec-
tion with a Baltimore homicide and
the shootings of two Plainfield police
officers, was killed November 25 at
the Scotch Plains-Mountainside bor-
der of Route 22 after opening fire on
several officers.

The suspect, identified as Michael
Terrance Howard, 20, of Plainfield,
fired two handguns at the officers as
they attempted to approach his Mazda
minivan at the highway intersection

with Glenside Avenue at 1:30 a.m.,
Union County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan confirmed at a press con-
ference later that day.

Mr. Manahan said police returned
fire, striking the suspect several times.
He added that Howard was airlifted
to University Hospital in Newark,
where he was pronounced dead a
short time later.

The incident capped what Mr.
Manahan described as a �violent,
one-man crime wave spanning a two-
week period.� He revealed the sus-
pect was convicted at age 14 in Eliza-
beth for robbing a man at knifepoint
and then stabbing him, for which
Howard was incarcerated and later
released on probation.

An arrest warrant for Howard was
issued November 14 for the murder
of Raymond M. Wallace, 19, in Bal-
timore. Authorities believe Howard
shot Wallace twice with a .32 caliber
handgun after the victim threw an
egg at the suspect�s father�s car.

Three days later, law enforcement
officials maintain, Howard robbed
the First Savings Bank on South
Avenue in Fanwood at gun point of
more than $6,000 � the first time a
bank heist is known to have occurred
in that community.

The next incident occurred No-
vember 20, authorities said, when
Howard allegedly pulled a .32 cali-
ber handgun on Tyre Fort on Arling-
ton Avenue in Plainfield during a
dispute. Mr. Fort was not injured,
according to Mr. Manahan.

On November 24, the suspect
wounded Plainfield Police Officer
Anthony Hoofatt after he pulled his
vehicle alongside the officer�s patrol
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HOMICIDE UPDATE�Union County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan,
left, and Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas F. O�Brien discuss the arrest of
a suspect Tuesday for the murder of a man in the Club Malibu parking lot
last Friday.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A Somerset man has been charged
with fatally shooting a New
Brunswick resident just after Thanks-
giving outside a popular Scotch Plains
nightclub, authorities revealed dur-
ing a briefing Tuesday afternoon at
township police headquarters.

Karwin Brown, 19, of Somerset
was arrested without incident at his
home at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday on a first
degree murder charge in the death of
Trishawn M. Moody, also 19, who
was shot twice in the parking lot of
Club Malibu on Terrill Road early
last Friday morning, officials stated.

During the briefing, Union County

Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan and
Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas
F. O�Brien said investigators believe
the shooting stemmed from an inci-
dent in September during which
Brown was reportedly stabbed by Mr.
Moody.

The shooting victim was among
more than 50 people waiting that

evening to be admitted to the club,
which had reached its capacity, au-
thorities said. Officials allege a chance
encounter between the suspect and
Mr. Moody outside the establishment
led to a confrontation which culmi-
nated in gunfire, Mr. Manahan said.

The victim, who authorities ascer-
tain was shot with a .380-caliber

semi-automatic handgun, was trans-
ported by Mercy 6 to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where he was pronounced
dead a short time later. The handgun
had not been recovered as of press
time.

At about the same time as Mr.
Moody was found in the parking lot,
another 19-year-old male, also be-
lieved to be from the New Brunswick
area, was spotted by a Plainfield po-
lice unit running along Terrill Road
with a gunshot wound to the upper
body, law enforcement officials con-
firmed.

That man was taken to Robert Wood
Johnson-University Hospital in New

Brunswick, where he underwent
emergency surgery later that morn-
ing. He was listed in satisfactory
condition this week, said officials,
who described him as a potential
witness and are therefore withhold-
ing his identity and hometown. He
has not been charged with anything
in connection with the case, Mr.
Manahan said.

An autopsy revealed Mr. Moody
died from a gunshot wound to the
back, which severed his aorta. A
second bullet struck him in the right
shoulder, the Prosecutor added. The
suspect is believed to have left the
scene in a vehicle after the shooting

Township Council Reviews Pact
With Resolve Counseling Center
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Times

During their Tuesday night con-
ference session, members of the
Scotch Plains Township Council dis-
cussed a renewal contract with Re-
solve Community Counseling Cen-
ter, Inc., commencing in 1999, which
will be implemented in conjunction
with the local Employee Assistance

Program (EAP).
Located in Scotch Plains, Resolve

Community Counseling Inc. offers
any township employee who is hav-
ing a personal or job performance
problem the opportunity to receive
counseling, assistance and guidance.

�It is a way for our employees to
receive confidential care if neces-
sary,� stated Thomas E. Atkins,

Township Manager.
Resolve is a private, non-profit

youth and family counseling agency
specializing in the assessment and
treatment of personal problems. It is
a United Way Member Agency.

The agency�s clinical staff is com-
prised of professionally-trained coun-
selors with master�s degrees in social
work, counseling and psychology; a
licensed clinical psychologist, psy-
chiatrist, and a certified alcoholism
counselor.

In other council business, Mr.
Atkins read a memorandum from
Scotch Plains Chief of Police Tho-
mas F. O�Brien recommending an
addition be made to township ordi-
nances which would prohibit motor-
ists from making a left turn at 302
Park Avenue between the hours of 6
a.m. and 10 p.m.

According to Mr. Atkins, a resolu-
tion would be necessary to put this
measure into effect, and at present,
no course of action has been decided
on the proposal.

�A concurring County resolution
would also be needed, and copies of
both would be forwarded to the De-
partment of Transportation,� stated
a memo from the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department addressed to Mr.
Atkins.

In other business, a meeting was
scheduled for Wednesday, December
16, to discuss the township�s sanitary
sewer system with Killam Associ-
ates, consulting engineers from
Millburn.

Scotch Plains is among those mu-
nicipalities within the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA).
Each town is allowed �flowrights,�
according to information supplied by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Police Probe
Mountainside

Shooting
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

The Mountainside Police Depart-
ment is continuing its investigation
of a shooting which occurred early
Sunday morning, November 28, in
the 200 block of Evergreen Court.

Police officers responded at 2:18
a.m. to a 911 report of shots fired. At
the scene, officers discovered two 29-
year old females with injuries.

One woman declined medical at-
tention; the other woman was trans-
ported to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit where she was treated and re-
leased.

Officers also found a 29-year old
male, Eugene Pavolick, suffering

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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The United Fund of Westfield
301 North Avenue, West

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113

Westfield Fire Department
Turkeys and nonperishable food items for holiday food drive /

drop off at the North Ave. Fire Department � Deadline 12/18/98
Westfield Neighborhood Council

classroom materials: globe, world map, dictionary, thesaurus,
calculators, and flash cards for math and spelling

First Night
Volunteers for all activities developing and running this

 New Year�s Eve event.

Westfield Community Players
volunteers for painting, construction, make-up and costuming

Children�s Specialized Hospital
toys, games and clothing for the annual Holiday Toy Drive, given

to the special needs children who are treated at the hospital.

The Caring Box

 Please call the United Fund if you can help!

Because Westfielders Care... the spirit of volunteerism is very special in
Westfield. The United Fund of Westfield, through a grant from the

Westfield Foundation and the help of The Westfield Leader, is proud to
provide The Caring Box. This volunteer clearing house, responding to
special, immediate needs in our community, will be published monthly.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

NOTE:
We encourage all to participate in the DECA�s TOYS for
TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off
when you pick up your luminaries.

Dec.  6th & 12thDec.  6th & 12thDec.  6th & 12thDec.  6th & 12thDec.  6th & 12th
Dec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24th

Special Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time on
December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria Sale

ceived in the past.
Virginia Mitchell, a first-grade

teacher at Coles, said, �I was asked to
come, but not told what to say. I�m
proud of the work being
done...committed to doing my best,
now as always.�

She commented on the district�s �his-
tory of a prolonged (negotiation) pro-
cess and making it become a personal
and nasty situation.�

Eunice Ellard, educational media
specialist at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) said, �I�m sad-
dened and sometimes angered by the
conflict between the board and teach-
ers. Two groups of this caliber can and
must resolve differences.�

Among the questions he posed to the
board, Ted Wurster, a teacher at
SPFHS, questioned why Mrs. Larkin
did not include letters expressing frus-
tration with the board in her statement.

She replied that those she chose
which �gave the tone of the majority of
the letters.�

Julia Jennings of School One is �sick
and tired of the constant state of limbo.
This two-year conflict tarnishes the
reputation of (our)schools,� she de-
clared. �As a taxpayer, I�m concerned
over the continued controversy�s af-
fect on property taxes.�

A 27-year veteran, McGinn Elemen-
tary School art teacher Sanford Harlan
criticized the board for not taking into
account that $71,000 salaries belong
to people �who have been here their
whole life.�

�We have taxes to pay, families to
support,� he added. �The pension is
good, but 2.5 percent for people at the
top is not asking a lot.�

He proposed having the negotiating
teams sit down in a room.

�No one comes out...without a settle-
ment,� Mr. Harlan stated, �and we�ll
see you again in three years.�

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye agreed, but suggested the
sides begin immediately upon settle-
ment to work out remaining issues.

Responding to Mr. Harlan, Mr.
Ruggiero denied that any board mem-
ber had made �disrespectful com-

ments� about teachers. He acknowl-
edged, however, that �posturing� goes
on between the paid negotiators with
some �inflammatory comments� be-
ing made.

�Maybe the negotiators are at fault,�
he suggested.

Betty Gasiorowski, a 33-year teach-
ing veteran at Brunner Elementary
School, said not attending Back to
School Night was �something we had to
do to show how displeased we are.�

School One teacher Lorna Everhart
rebuked parents� response to undeco-
rated bulletin boards.

�This is what they judge education
on?� asked Ms. Everhart. �....Better
find out what�s going on (in classes)
before you speak.�

In her comments, SPFEA President
Barbara McGuane chastised the board
for choosing �to carry on the past tra-
dition of other boards of mediation and
fact finding.�

�We have not withheld services to
date. We could have closed schools,
but haven�t,� she added, referring to
the SPFEA�s decision to work Election
and Veterans� Days rather than take off
as permitted by law.

As in the past, Mrs. McGuane criti-
cized the board for negotiating in pub-
lic.

�The SPFEA has never negotiated
outside the bargaining table...we won�t
now,� she stated.

The union president also revealed
that the SPFEA �took a unanimous
vote of �No confidence� in the Super-
intendent and Board of Education�
earlier in the evening.

In the midst of the members� stand-
ing ovation to the pronouncement,
Board member Jessica M. Simpson
said, �Shame on you.�

�I believe that this vote shows the
level of frustration that we all share
regarding the lack of a contract settle-
ment,� stated Dr. Choye after the meet-
ing.

Mr. Ruggiero responded that, �The
board has gone through mediation and
fact finding because the board�s offer
is above the county average. If you�re
so concerned about no settlement, put
pressure on your leadership to accept
the offer.�

�I�m confident that the fact finder
will find in the Board of Education�s
favor,� he concluded.

The fact finder is scheduled to take
testimony from the board and union
negotiating teams on Monday, Decem-
ber 21. The date could be moved up if
the fact finder has a opening in his
schedule.

Mr. Ruggiero indicated that fact find-
ing could go beyond the initial meeting
and could not offer a date as to when a
report might be issued.

Though union members grumbled
at Board member Richard M. Meade�s
request to hear his statement, many did
him the courtesy of staying.

�I�m pleased to see all these teach-
ers here,� he said. �This is exactly how
we should disagree, en masse at a board
meeting.�

As a parent, Mr. Meade urged the
SPFEA �not to view Back to School
Nights as a tool for negotiating. It�s a
part of my kids� life. It�s important for
me to know my kids� teachers.�

However, he stressed, �As a board
member, I don�t view Back to School
Night as a tool to settle. The parents�
perception is (teachers) holding the
kids hostage. It�s very harmful when
parents get emotionally charged against
teachers.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Teacher Union Members
Converge on School Board

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Officials Reveal
 Improved Financial Numbers
reserve in the medical trust fund as
insurance against a year when claims
rise.

Auditor Nick Cannone also re-
viewed a 15-point Corrective Action
Plan which would help improve the
district�s financial planning, account-
ing and reporting practices.

Of the proposed action plan, Board
member and Edward J. Saridaki, Jr.
said, �These are the types of things
we�d expect to see...it�s refreshing,�
referring to the fact that previous
auditors offered no comments on last
year�s report.

In other business, board members
approved the Kindergarten through
Grade 12 Content Standards for the
Language Arts Curriculum as well
as an agreement between the local
district and the Union County Im-
provement Authority to become part
of a three-year countywide Internet
consortium.

The network would provide
Internet access and an internal county
electronic mail-data network.

With 11 districts committed to the
program, Technology Supervisor Don
Williams said there would be �cat-
egories of membership� dependent
upon a district�s usage of the net-
work.

�If we make more use of the net-
work,� he explained, �we would pay
more.�

County-funded for the first two
years, participating districts would
collectively need to contribute
$110,000 during the third year of the
program, approximately $10,000
each.

The board also approved a motion
drafted by Board President August
Ruggiero regarding criminal back-
ground checks. As a result, the board
will petition the New Jersey Com-
mission on Higher Education to �re-
quire that all students majoring in
education in New Jersey colleges and
universities apply for a criminal back-
ground check before their last semes-
ter as a graduation requirement.�

New state requirements require the
board to employ an applicant �for a
period not to exceed three months
pending completion of the criminal
background check.� The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood proposal would fa-
cilitate that aspect of the district�s
hiring process.

Mr. Clarke updated the board on
the status of the Task Force for En-
rollment and Facilities, which is ex-
pected to present its report to Dr.
Choye in January.

While Mr. Clarke would like to
consider the state�s requirements for
instruction facilities, desegregation
and zero-percent financing for new
construction in the report, board
member Richard M. Meade said, �We
can�t wait on (receipt of) state infor-
mation to make a decision.�

He was referring to the potential
need to address facilities require-
ments in upcoming budget prepara-
tions.

In a vote of 6-2, the board passed a
resolution urging the State Assembly
to defeat Bill A-1777 which includes
�a provision that would eliminate
unified local school board member-

ship in the New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) by phasing out
mandatory membership over a five-
year period.�

Board members Jean McAllister
and Mr. Saridaki opposed the resolu-
tion because they do not believe mem-
bership in the NJSBA should be man-
datory.

�It would not hurt NJSBA if mem-
bership were not mandatory,� noted
Mr. Saridaki. �If there is no guaran-
teed income, perhaps (they) look more
closely at how the money is spent.�

Morris H. �Butch� Gillet disagreed.
�If (membership is) voluntary, there
are a number of districts who, for
various reasons, would choose not to
join...it�s no longer representative,�
he said.

�It loses its effectiveness,� he
added.

Board member Jessica D. Simpson
spoke highly of the NJSBA�s orienta-
tion program for new board members.

�It�s an incredible organization...
for training and resources,� she said.
Mrs. Simpson indicated the board
pays approximately $15,000 in an-
nual dues to the association.

Mr. Ruggiero spoke of the need to
maintain a �power balance� between
the NJSBA and the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association, of which he is a
member.

Board member Lance Porter re-
ported that the Union County School
Board had passed a similar resolu-
tion opposing elimination of manda-
tory membership in the NJSBA.

From the audience, former board
member Albert J. Syvertsen said that,
while the �creation of the NJSBA
was to meet the challenge of the
NJEA...it is not meeting its func-
tion.�

With respect to contract negotia-
tions with the teamsters, Mr. Gillet
reported that the most recently sched-
uled meeting was canceled at the
teamster leadership�s request.

takes the helm as Township Mayor,
as expected, in January.

In addition, council members
wanted additional information
from FAA tests to make sure that
rerouting planes over the Atlantic
Ocean wouldn�t interfere with traf-
fic from other neighboring airports
such as Kennedy or LaGuardia
Airports.

In other business, Councilman Wil-
liam F. McClintock discussed the
latest improvements to the Scotch
Plains Library.

�Library technology and comput-
erization has arrived and has reduced
everything to a bar-code,� he said.

Township Receives Grant
To Complete Road Work

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The entire catalogue has been con-
verted and computerized and Internet
access just about completed. He also
added the library is �up and run-
ning.�

On another matter, Councilman
Martin Marks congratulated the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
varsity boys� soccer team for win-
ning their second consecutive and
seventh overall Group 3 state cham-
pionship.

�The soccer team has dominated
Group 3 the last five years. Expecta-
tion is very high and congratulations
to Coach (Tom) Breznitsky,� said
Councilman Marks.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
• Police received a report of a bi-

cycle stolen from the Scotch Plains Li-
brary area. The incident occurred Tues-
day evening. The bicycle was left un-
locked.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
• A Montague Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of a Craftsman Power
Blower that was located in an unlocked
garage. The incident took place some
time during the previous week.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• A bicycle was reported stolen from

the Scotch Plains Public Library during
the afternoon. The bicycle was later dis-
covered on a nearby street.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• Sherone R. Long, 20, of Plainfield

was arrested for providing false identifi-
cation pursuant to a motor vehicle stop.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• Police received a report that fix-

tures had been stolen from a house in
foreclosure on Cooper Road. Police do
not know how entry to the house was
gained. The incident occurred some time
during the previous week.

• A vehicle parked on Lyde Place
received two scratches, according to po-
lice.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• Warner O. Wesley, 46, and Herbert

G. Crisp, 49, both of Scotch Plains, were
arrested for burglary of a storage shed
from a Jerusalem Road business. They
were observed by an area resident who
gave a description of the vehicle driven
by Wesley. Police located the vehicle on
Front Street shortly after receiving the
report. Additional charges of possession
of suspected heroin and syringes were
added after a search incidental to the
arrest.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
• A shoplifting incident was reported

at a liquor store on Route 22.
• The theft of a license plate from a

vehicle parked in a parking lot on Park
Avenue was reported.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
• Cesar Alay, 21, of Plainfield, was

arrested and charged with driving under
the influence of alcohol pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue. He
was additionally charged with obstruc-
tion for offering false information as to
his identify during the investigation.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• The theft of a bicycle from the front

of a store located on Route 22 was re-
ported.

Philathalians Seek Actors
For Play It Again, Sam

FANWOOD � The Philathalians
of Fanwood will hold open auditions
for Play it Again, Sam, a romantic
comedy by Woody Allen, this Mon-
day, December 7, and Wednesday,
December 9, at 8 p.m.

The show, which takes place in
1969, is about a newly-divorced New
York writer-film buff trying to find a
new Ms. Right at the height of the
sexual revolution, with Humphrey
Bogart on hand to teach him �how to
handle dames.�

There are nearly a dozen speaking
parts for women, early 20s to early
30s, and for two men of the same age.
A third man will be needed to imitate

Mr. Bogart.
No acting experience is necessary.

The Philathalians are especially in-
terested in those who have never
done theater and those who have not
been involved in theater for a while.

Auditions will consist of readings
from the script, and will be held at
The Carriage House, located at the
intersection of Martine Avenue,
North, and Watson Road. The play
will open on Friday, February 12.

For more information, please call
the Philathalians of Fanwood at (908)
322-8686. The director, Dennis
Freeland, may be reached at (908)
317-9793.

Killam Associates. Scotch Plains has
the right of 4.5 Million Gallons per
Day, �which is the maximum allow-
able instantaneous peak flow rate.�

In the past, Scotch Plains has ex-
ceeded that amount, which causes an
�excess rental charge,� the Killam
information confirmed.

Killam Associates President, Paul
J. Paparella, has addressed what his
consulting firm plans to achieve for
Scotch Plains through a �reduction
program� and other construction and
design plans.

On another topic, Mr. Atkins
praised a group of five young women
gymnasts from Scotch Plains who
are part of the �SPARKS� team.

Led by Coach Suzanne Dixon,
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the team, which is comprised of
Jennifer Alonzo, Claire Czekaj,
Kristi Gyara, Stephanie King and
Annmarie Klimowicz, are the new
Junior Olympic National Gold Med-
alists in Beginner Group Ribbon,
and Silver Medalists in Beginner
Hoop.

The team members competed Oc-
tober 10 at the Elite Training Center
in Downers Grove, Illinois. The gym-
nasts will also be featured in USA
Gymnastics magazine.

According to Ms. Dixon, �Their
success is a tribute to their hard work
and extraordinary ability not only as
superior individual athletes but also
(for their) stunning ability to work as
a group.�

HONORED FOR COMMITMENT�Scotch Plains resident Robert D. Blair,
former Treasurer of the Northern New Jersey Chapter of the Alzheimer�s
Association in Parsippany, was presented with a plaque by the chapter�s
immediate Past President Patricia Lombreglia at the chapter�s annual meeting,
held recently at Warner-Lambert in Morris Plains. He was honored for his
commitment to the Chapter as a member of its Board of Directors. Pictured,
above, are Ms. Lombreglia and Robert Blair.

PLANT LIFE DISCUSSION�Suzanne Easton�s Pre-kindergarten students
from St. Bartholomew Interparochial School in Scotch Plains recently enjoyed
a discussion on plants led by seventh-grade students in the Life Skills class taught
by Karen Franzone and Peggy Brown at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, left to right, are: Erika Viglianti, Mary Soorial, Amanda Searls, Mary
Leahy, Steven Hetem, Sarah Trezoglou, Lindsey Theissen, Blair Bamrick,
Marina Chaves, Edward Lopez and Jesus Gonzalez. College Club to Host

Special Theater Party
SCOTCH PLAINS � The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
hold a theater party with refreshments
during Intermission at a performance
of Prelude to a Kiss, by the Westfield
Community Players on Friday, Janu-
ary 15, at 8 p.m.

All proceeds from the Theater Party
will benefit the College Club�s schol-
arship fund.

Prelude to a Kiss, by Craig Lucas,
is an original fantasy comedy about
love in a modern fairy tale and the
complications that occur between two
young lovers.

Westfield Community Players,
founded in 1934, has performed over
185 comedies, dramas, musicals and
mysteries.

Tickets will cost $15 and will in-
clude coffee and dessert which will be
served during Intermission. To obtain
tickets, please write and send $15 to:
The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains, P.O. Box 32, Fanwood, 07203.
Tickets will be sent in the mail.

For further information, please call
Jill Barber at (908) 889-2292.

from an apparent gunshot wound.
He was flown by Northstar Medivac
to University Hospital Trauma Cen-
ter in Newark.

On December 2, Mountainside
Chief of Police James J. Debbie, Jr.
confirmed that Mr. Pavolick remains
in University Hospital in Newark,
the state�s trauma unit. He is in a
coma, but breathing on his own.

Chief Debbie was reluctant to re-
veal additional information about the
incident.

�The two females are cooperat-
ing,� he explained, �and we don�t
want to release anything that might
jeopardize that.�

�We are hoping for the best,� said
the Chief.

The Department is waiting for an
opportunity to speak directly with
Mr. Pavolick about the events that
led up to the shooting.

Police Probe
Mountainside

Shooting
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Christmas Seals Can Help
Stamp Out Lung Diseases

The American Lung Association
of New Jersey (ALANJ) has launched
the 91st Annual Christmas Seal Cam-
paign to raise funds to help �stamp
out� asthma and other lung diseases.

According to the ALANJ, by con-
tributing to the Christmas Seal Cam-
paign, the health of children and
adults with lung diseases can be pre-
vented.

Anthony J. Albanese, President of
ALANJ, said that campaign dona-
tions help to support �Camp
Superkids,� the ALANJ�s summer
camping program for New Jersey
children with asthma.

The camp offers children with
asthma an opportunity to have a regu-
lar camping experience, while build-
ing confidence and self-esteem and

sense of responsibility in managing
and controlling their asthma.

�Christmas Seal contributions,�
Mr. Albanese continued, �also sup-
port year-round programs to combat
and control all lung diseases and
their causal factors, such as smok-
ing, air pollution and occupational
hazards.�

More than eight million sheets of
Seals are being delivered by the U.S.
Postal Service to homes and busi-
nesses throughout the state.

Asthma and other childhood
breathing problems affect almost 20
million children nationwide. The
ALANJ sponsors community and in-
school education programs, such as
Open Airways, Kids on The Block
Asthma Puppet Shows, Anti-Smok-
ing and Smoking Cessation Programs
and Family Asthma Programs.

Mr. Albanese noted that the first
Christmas Seal Campaign in 1907
marked the beginning of our nation�s
commitment to philanthropy,
volunteerism and public health.

To receive a Christmas Seal letter
or additional sheets of Seals, please
contact the Lung Association at 1-
800-LUNG-USA.
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