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Voters Asked to Demand
Better Plan by Rejecting Bond

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

ample, this year, Jefferson kindergarten
has 79 students, but last year only 51.
Washington School had 62 kindergart-
ners in 1997, but this year the enrollment
dropped to 35.

Building projections are barometers
for the board in deciding if action is
needed, not precise estimates of class
size. We could hope the problem will
go away, but our experience over the
last several years tells us otherwise.
We can hope that the 200 additional
students projected for our elementary
schools will not arrive, and the record
births in town will not translate into
kindergartens of over 350 and first
grades over 420.

We can hope that the problem will go
away, but the prudent decision is to plan
additional classrooms. By failing to plan
a proposed referendum for classroom

space, we take any choice away from the
community. If our critics are wrong, they
disappear absolved of any responsibility.
The appropriate action is to bring the
problem before the community and let
the voters decide.

December 15 is an important date for
all Westfield voters. The issues of class
size, capital improvements, and technol-
ogy are in your hands.

For a maximum cost of 3 cents on the
$100 valuation or $57 a year on the
average home, we can make a substantial
improvement in our district schools and
prepare our students for the 21st century.

On behalf of the entire Board of Edu-
cation, I want to thank all the citizens
who have taken the time to read, discuss
and debate the issues raised in the refer-
endum. It is now time for all of us to vote
on December 15.

Our Academic Excellence
Lies In Hands of Voters
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All Items Included in Bond Are Vital;
None of the Bond is Frivolous

We need the bond. Our schools are
really overcrowded � this is not for a
year or two � it is real. We have created
a great town with great schools and people
are staying in Westfield.

It used to be that people would move to
larger homes in other towns when they
outgrew their starter homes. Now they
put additions on and stay put. If you drive
up Prospect Street or down Lamberts
Mill Road, you will find lots of new
homes.

So you say �What�s wrong with 30
kids in a classroom?� Well, in this com-
puter age there isn�t room for 30 kids �
we have computers and other educa-
tional equipment using up the space. If
your goal is a good education, children
need to have these learning tools as well
as smaller class sizes.

Letters to the Editor

We also provide resource classes for
children with extra needs. This is very
important and a sign of progress in educa-
tion. These classes take space. At Franklin,
we have two temporary trailers and have
emptied closets and workrooms to pro-
vide classrooms for resource teachers.

Capital improvements are absolutely
necessary in maintaining these old build-
ings. If we don�t address these problems
now, we�ll end up destroying our greatest
assets. This work has to be done and it
would be extremely difficult to accom-
plish this under the strict budgetary laws.

Technology is here to stay. We need to
wire all the schools at the same time to
obtain a uniform system at a better price.
This is not for equipment that will be-
come obsolete in three years, but for the
infrastructure.

Our high school is the �crown jewel� of
our educational system. We need more
classrooms and the bond will provide this
by reclaiming space from the auto shop
and graphic art rooms that are not being
used for those purposes. This is not a
frivolous use of money, but a very wise
and economical approach to this problem.

As a matter of fact, none of this bond
is frivolous or giving any sort of extras to
the schools. These type of items (such as
extra computers, software, printers and
the like) are usually provided by the
PTO/PTA�s via fundraising activities.
We do not burden the taxpayer with these
costs.

The PTO/PTA�s should be very proud
of everything they have done to provide
our children with the best education pos-
sible.

Please vote. Apathy will destroy our
schools. Vote �yes� for excellence in
education!

Marty Zervas
Westfield Co-President

Franklin Elementary School PTA
Member of the Citizens Advisory

Committee

Letters to the Editor
Editorial Incorrectly Segregates

Westfield Community on the Bond
I was somewhat dismayed by the tenor

of your editorial last week. It seemed to
me to divide the town into two groups:
those who have children in the schools
and those who do not.

I would rather think of Westfield as a
community � united to do what is right
and necessary for the good of the commu-
nity.

Since the children are our future, they
are all of ours. In speaking to my friends
without children in the schools, I have
been very happy to hear of their support
for education. I believe that the commu-
nity is not divided by such simple lines.

There is a circle of life. We need only
look to history to see how our community
has responded to the need to educate
children.

During the depression in 1930 and
1935, Westfield built two schools,
Franklin and Wilson, for over $600,000.
Again, between 1952 and 1965 when
today�s senior citizens were parents,
Westfield spent over $12,000,000 build-
ing five new schools and additions on
eight schools.

The community supported these build-
ing efforts because it was the right thing
to do for the burgeoning student popula-
tions. Certainly today�s senior citizens
supported building in the past, and the
senior citizens of their day contributed to
the community need at that time.

The current amount of $11,700,000
sought in the bond pales in comparison to
the amount spent at these times as ad-
justed for inflation.

As President of the Parent-Teacher
Council, I have been privileged to tour
our elementary schools. I have seen first
hand the effects of overcrowding. To
their credit, our school administrators
have made optimum use of the space we
have.

They have converted unheated and
unventilated closets into �offices� for

our art, music and other special teachers,
and faced the daunting task of finding
places to store supplies. Hallways have
been utilized for instructional purposes.
Trailers have been employed as resource
rooms.

Unfortunately, they are out of alterna-
tives, and yet, the children keep coming.
Though over 80 students were redis-
tricted from Franklin to Wilson in 1997,
because of the influx of new children
Franklin�s enrollment has rebounded to
its pre-redistricting level.

What�s more, the demographer has
predicted a more rapid rate of increase in
the next five years than has been experi-
enced in the last decade.

I commend our Board of Education for
making difficult decisions and present-
ing us with a �minimum necessary� bond.
As parents, we too must be mindful of
the needs of those living on fixed bud-
gets.

I know that there is a concern that
there will not be enough room at the
intermediate schools, but I trust that the
board has made conservative decisions
with the needs of all the community in
mind.

I am also aware of the sound fiscal
approach the administration has recom-
mended to reduce the tax consequences
to a de minimus amount ($18 to $57 per
year for the average homeowner).

I believe that the administration and
the board should be credited for their
careful weighing of all of the community�s
needs in presenting us with this modest
bond proposal.

There is a circle of life � the baby
boom has resulted in an echo. We need to
respond as Westfield has done times
before. We need to provide space to
educate the children.

Denise Fontana Ricci
Westfield

Citizens Advisory Committee Member
Enforces Need for School Board Bond
This past fall, the Westfield Board of

Education invited the residents of
Westfield to participate in a Citizens
Advisory Committee (CAC). The pur-
pose of this committee was to discuss the
pressing issues facing the school system
and to develop a bond referendum to help
in dealing with those issues.

The CAC spent hours analyzing and
discussing spacing problems, technologi-
cal wiring and building maintenance.
The CAC gave every concerned Westfield
resident an opportunity to provide con-
structive input in developing a Bond
Referendum.

I was a member of the CAC and I feel
strongly that we need additional elemen-
tary classrooms now. The school board�s
professional consultant, Sara Weissman,
now predicts that the growth will be
larger than originally anticipated. She
expects that the district will see a net
gain of 100 students per year not includ-
ing the movement of new families into
town.

Where do these students go? We are
currently using three trailers for elemen-
tary classrooms and we have five class-
rooms using aides because of large class
size.

There are no music and art rooms
district-wide and no additional class-
room space available for special educa-
tion. Where are these new children sup-
posed to go when there is no space avail-
able in any of the elementary schools?

�Turkey Day� Viewed
Improper in Editorial
We visited some of our family in our

former home town of Westfield over the
Thanksgiving holidays. We had a won-
derful time and it was nice to see the
beauty and improvements in the town.

We read your paper and were some-
what taken back by the title in your
editorial referring to Turkey Day. It is a
sign of the times that we try to secularize
everything instead of giving credit to
what is proper.

Thanksgiving is more than �turkey
day.� It is a time out of our schedules to
have a holiday with family and friends
and to give thanks to God for the wonder-
ful things (spiritual and physical) that
we have received.

I hope that you will not treat Christ-
mas and Chanukah as �Santa Day,� but
give real meaning to the importance of
that time of year.

Thomas C. Gaffney
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina

Support of Bond Will Effect Schools
For Years; Vital to Every Family

If you are a parent of infants, toddlers
or preschoolers living in Westfield,
please vote to support the school bond
referendum on Tuesday. Even if your
children are not yet in public school,
this bond is very important to you and
your family.

The issues addressed by this bond
will affect our schools for many years to
come.

Many families move to Westfield be-
cause of the high quality of our educa-
tional system. In fact, the reputation of
our schools probably influenced your
decision to locate here.

This bond encompasses many impor-
tant projects, which together support
our town�s high educational standards.

We already face overcrowding and
additional enrollment growth is pro-
jected throughout the district. In order
to maintain reasonable class sizes and
address the need for more space, the
bond provides for new classrooms to be
built at the elementary level. Space at
the intermediate and high school levels
will be freed up as well.

It is critical to deal with this room
shortage now, so that adequate instruc-
tional space is available in the future �
for all of our children.

Repairing our school buildings, which
are 55 years old on average, is also
crucial. The types of capital projects
included in the bond, such as roofs,
windows, lavatories and heating sys-
tems, are essential to maintaining our
investment in these properties for the
years ahead.

As parents, we understand how im-
portant technology will be for our chil-
dren in the future. Since our older build-
ings cannot accommodate current tech-
nology requirements, new wiring will
be provided through the bond.

This wiring will last for many years,
greatly expanding the technological ca-
pabilities in our classrooms and librar-
ies.

There is a strong link between high
property values and good schools. As
homeowners, as community members,
and, of course, as parents, we have a
shared vested interest in keeping our
schools strong.

Whether our children are in diapers
or working on college applications, sup-
porting this bond will help achieve our
common goal.

If you want to learn more about the
bond, please contact the
Superintendent�s Office at (908) 789-
4420. Dr. William Foley and the Board
of Education members welcome and
encourage your questions.

Our children grow fast. Those of you
with young children will soon be regis-
tering for elementary school. You�ll at-
tend kindergarten orientations and hope-
fully join your school�s PTO/PTA.

Until then, you can make a difference
in your child�s public school education
by voting �yes� for the bond on Decem-
ber 15.

Anne Riegel
PTO Co-President

Jefferson Elementary School
Westfield

We Can Afford to Spend On Schools
What We Spend On A Cup of Coffee

As a parent with a daughter in kinder-
garten, I find the question whether to
vote in favor of the school bond a rela-
tively easy one. The increase in my own
taxes is likely to be less than $100 per
year; less than $2 per week. I spend more
than that on coffee.

I only know what I read, or hear from
others, about the condition of the schools
that are targeted to receive the bond
money, about the overcrowding, about
the demographics, about the lack of com-
puter networking.

I admit that I have not visited each of
the schools, or witnessed the overcrowd-
ing first hand. But I have spoken to
people whom I trust � people who have
no agent or ax to grind - who have toured
the schools. They assure me that the
conditions in the target schools are quite
bad. �Appalling� is the word one of them
used. They have no reason to lie about it
and I have no reason to doubt them.

I am not a demographer, but the pre-
dictions about the increasing numbers of
school children make sense to me from
what I see and read about Westfield.

So this is not a difficult call for me. As
it is, the portion of my property taxes that
is allocated for the schools each year
(about 63 percent), even after the bond,
is far less than the cost of a good private
school.

I am convinced, as well, that there is a
direct connection between money spent
on the schools and increasing property
values for everyone in town.

I know many retired folks whose chil-
dren left the Westfield school system
years ago. As far as I can tell, they are
divided into roughly two groups in their
feeling about the bond.

Some believe that the tax dollars they
have spent over the course of several
decades have made the schools what
they are today: highly ranked among
public schools in New Jersey with a very
high percentage of collage-bound high
school seniors. Some of them think that
they have paid their dues and, besides,
they simply cannot hope to remain in
their homes while carrying an ever-in-
creasing tax burden.

Some of them, in hindsight, lament the
closing of the Grant School years ago as a
big mistake and a waste of money. This is
the generation, too, that survived the Great
Depression and fought a World War so
that we might enjoy the freedom that
permits us to debate the school bond in the
first place. Their sacrifices have been

great indeed and we easily forget that.
The retired seniors in a second group

that I know see their support for the bond
as an affirmation that they are still a part
of the community; they will not abandon
this town�s school children just because
theirs no longer benefit directly.

They remember when their own fami-
lies were young and their own generation
of children benefited from the school
portion of taxes paid by the retired folks
of their day. They are going to vote for the
bond because to vote against it is to say,
in effect, that we are not a community at
all but simply a collection of differing
interests.

They have never felt that way about
Westfield and they are not about to start
feeling that way now.

I personally prefer the view of the
second group. I hope to have both the
means and the inclination to feel the
same way when I am retired. Yet, there
is the rub. When people in the first group
sell their homes and leave town because
their fixed incomes will not comfortably
cover their increasing tax burden, every-
one loses.

Typically, young families with chil-
dren purchase their homes. While this
surely adds to the youth and vibrancy of
the town, and while some of those new-
comers may, in time, make great contri-
butions to the town, it is a tragedy to lose
the leadership, wisdom and diversity
that our senior citizens bring to the table.

And the young families who move in
add to the burden on our schools and
public services, perpetuating the cycle of
increasing taxes and the loss of our se-
nior citizens.

For me, this all plays out as follows:
we owe it to our children to pass the
bond. We brought them into the world
and we can afford to spend on their
schools what we spend on coffee. If it
comes to that, we might even give up
coffee until we pay off the bond.

We also owe it to our senior citizens to
give them a break. We might consider,
for example, something that Texas al-
ready does. The school budget portion of
property taxes in Texas is frozen, never
to increase again, for those who reach the
age of 65. There are other worthy propos-
als for giving tax relief to retirees. We
should not just talk about them. We
should study them, pick one or two of the
best ones, and then just do it.

In January, I will begin a two-year
term on the Town Council. I plan to push
for implementing some form of tax relief
for senior citizens.

In the meantime, I will vote in favor of
the school bond on December 15. I hope
it passes. My daughter is worth it.

Carl A. Salisbury
Westfield

Citizens Advisory Committee Member
Enforces Need for School Board Bond
This past fall, the Westfield Board of

Education invited the residents of
Westfield to participate in a Citizens
Advisory Committee (CAC). The pur-
pose of this committee was to discuss
the pressing issues facing the school
system and to develop a bond referen-
dum to help in dealing with those is-
sues.

The CAC spent hours analyzing and
discussing spacing problems, techno-
logical wiring and building maintenance.
The CAC gave every concerned
Westfield resident an opportunity to
provide constructive input in develop-
ing a Bond Referendum.

I was a member of the CAC and I feel
strongly that we need additional el-
ementary classrooms now. The school
board�s professional consultant, Sara
Weissman, now predicts that the growth
will be larger than originally antici-
pated. She expects that the district will
see a net gain of 100 students per year
not including the movement of new
families into town.

Where do these students go? We are
currently using three trailers for el-
ementary classrooms and we have five
classrooms using aides because of large
class size.

There are no music and art rooms
district-wide and no additional class-
room space available for special educa-
tion. Where are these new children sup-
posed to go when there is no space
available in any of the elementary
schools?

When this increased enrollment
moves to the middle schools, elemen-
tary school programs currently housed
in the middle schools will be moved
back to the elementary school.

This will open up additional class-
rooms on an intermediate school level.
Six classrooms will be renovated on the
high school level to help with increased
enrollment.

Furthermore, only 40 percent of the
bond referendum is for additional el-
ementary classroom space. What about
the other 60 percent! Much needed tech-
nological wiring and maintenance of
our existing buildings needs to be done.
The new funding law caps our budget
growth to less than 3 percent annually
and places limits on the district�s abil-
ity to build a reserve and spend it on
capital projects.

Long-term financing approved by the

Enrollment Crunch in School District
Is More Than a Temporary Situation
Defeating the school bond is penny

wise and pound foolish.
As a concerned parent and homeowner,

I cannot see how anyone would not sup-
port the proposed bond to add class-
rooms and refurbish our schools.

Interest rates are low and there is no
better time to make the investment in our
community. For the average homeowner,
the real estate tax increase is expected to
be less than $5 per month.

The bond issue was defeated the last
time and children are in overcrowded
classrooms. It�s an easy decision for me.
My son currently sits in a classroom with
26 students and some elementary school
classes run as high as 27. That means
students are getting far less personal
attention than they should be entitled to.

The community should be ashamed of
itself for not providing our young stu-
dents with a proper learning environ-
ment. It is a disgraceful situation for one
of the so-called premier towns in New
Jersey to be in.

If you have no children of school age
and want to know the value you would
receive from the bond issue, think about
your property values.

Like most people, the school system
was a major consideration when we pur-
chased our home and we paid a premium

When this increased enrollment moves
to the middle schools, elementary school
programs currently housed in the middle
schools will be moved back to the el-
ementary school.

This will open up additional class-
rooms on an intermediate school level.
Six classrooms will be renovated on the
high school level to help with increased
enrollment.

Furthermore, only 40 percent of the
bond referendum is for additional el-
ementary classroom space. What about
the other 60 percent! Much needed tech-
nological wiring and maintenance of our
existing buildings needs to be done. The
new funding law caps our budget growth
to less than 3 percent annually and places
limits on the district�s ability to build a
reserve and spend it on capital projects.

Long-term financing approved by the
voters is a responsible means of provid-
ing for major physical needs.

Any citizen certainly has the right to
vote for or against this bond referendum.
But to publicly critique the referendum
when there was much opportunity to help
create the bond referendum is destruc-
tive and damaging to the Westfield com-
munity.

I encourage all residents to vote for
excellence in education by supporting
the Westfield Board of Education Bond
Referendum on December 15.

Sherri Cognetti
Westfield

voters is a responsible means of provid-
ing for major physical needs.

Any citizen certainly has the right to
vote for or against this bond referen-
dum. But to publicly critique the refer-
endum when there was much opportu-
nity to help create the bond referendum
is destructive and damaging to the
Westfield community.

I encourage all residents to vote for
excellence in education by supporting
the Westfield Board of Education Bond
Referendum on December 15.

Sherri Cognetti
Westfield

assuming that the quality of the Westfield
educational system would be maintained.

There is no doubt that having over-
crowded schools has an adverse effect on
the resale price of your home. The repu-
tation of our school system is at risk. It is
a lot easier to maintain a reputation for
having good schools than to try and re-
build it once it has deteriorated.

This is not a temporary situation. Look
around your neighborhood. The number
of school-age children is on the rise. The
elementary schools are already over-
crowded and the enrollment is expected
to increase by 150 during the next four
years.

A large number of young families are
moving into Westfield. Call a few real
estate brokers and ask them what they
think and while you are at it, ask them if
overcrowding is affecting the value of
your home.

Vote for the proposed bond referen-
dum on December 15 and keep Westfield
a wonderful place to live and raise a
family.

Don�t depend on others to do the right
thing. Make your voice heard for the
benefit of the community and the young
students of today and tomorrow.

Peg Sheridan
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Proposed Bond Benefits
Each Child in District
The proposed bond issue will benefit

every child in Westfield.
As the parent of children in the high

school and intermediate school, I know
that those schools need the capital im-
provements and technology infrastruc-
ture that will be financed by the bond.

Even more compelling to me, how-
ever, is the need for instructional space
at the elementary schools. Sara
Weissman, the demographer, has told us
that birthrates in Westfield have contin-
ued to rise, despite the national trend to
the contrary.

I am not surprised by her findings
because, as a preschool teacher in
Westfield, I see firsthand evidence every
day of our growing population of children.

Our elementary schools have been too
crowded for too long. There is not a room
to spare in any elementary school in the
district, and we have too many classes of
26, 27 or 28 children. Even the best
teacher cannot meet every child�s needs
in such a large class.

If we do not plan ahead, today�s
preschoolers will not receive the quality
elementary education that we expect in
Westfield.

I hope the community will join me in
voting �yes� on December 15.

Leslie Lewis
Westfield

Marie Leppert Earns Award
From College Club for Service

DEDICATED SERVICE�The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains pre-
sented an Outstanding Community Service Award to Marie Leppert of Scotch
Plains during the club�s 65th Anniversary party on November 15 at the Scotch
Hills Country Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Activities Chairwoman Maureen
Foley, Mrs. Leppert and Club President Jeanne Pauly.

SCOTCH PLAINS � The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains presented
an Outstanding Community Service
Award to Marie Leppert of Scotch Plains
during the club�s 65th Anniversary cel-
ebration on November 15 at the Scotch
Hills Country Club.

To commemorate her 45 years of ser-
vice, the club has established a scholar-
ship in her name. The Marie Leppert
Scholarship will be presented annually
to the most qualified candidate, accord-
ing to club spokeswoman Anna Visci.

The only three-term College Club
President, Mrs. Leppert has guided the

club for four decades. She has held the
positions of Director, First and Second
Vice President, Recording and Corre-
sponding Secretary, Chairwoman of
Scholarship, Calendar, Ways and Means,
Hospitality, Membership, and Drama and
Activities.

She is currently President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Alumni Association, and serves on the
board of the Scotch Plains Historical
Society and the Historical Preservation
Committee. She is also a Republican
Committeewoman and a Rutgers Ath-
letic Booster.

rooms without teachers and an infra-
structure without computers.

And, nowhere, is there any recogni-
tion that the board has allowed the schools
to deteriorate to such a degree that the
$1.6 million they asked for in the 1994
bond to cover repairs and maintenance
has now grown to over $6 million in
1998. The board must be challenged to
correct these practices.

The emphasis needs to be placed on
value for the money, not the cost of the
money. For example, $4.5 million could
be used to fund 15 new classrooms, as
proposed, so that approximately 200 stu-
dents out of 4,500 can avoid class sizes of
26 or 27 (fewer students than those in
classes of 26 and 27 today).

Alternatively, $4.5 million could be
used to fund the purchase of one modern,
multi-media desktop computer, includ-
ing application and networking software,
for each and every child in the Westfield
public schools.

I am not trying to sell the computer on
every desk proposition. What I am trying
to show is that the question of value is not
about how cheap something is, but rather
about what else one might be able to do
with the funds.

My wife and I moved to Westfield due,
in part, to the reputation of the schools
and the academic achievements of its
students.

In 1993, when our first child entered
kindergarten, I served on the

Superintendent�s Advisory Committee
on Technology. With two more children
preparing to enter the Westfield public
schools, I also chose to serve on the board
(though only for a year).

Based on that service, and based on
our own children�s experiences with class
sizes up to 23, �art on a cart� and trailers,
I have come to realize that Westfield�s
academic reputation is a function of both
the school system and the demographics
of the families it serves.

Westfield children can and will suc-
ceed in spite of slightly increasing class
sizes and temporary structures. I, for one,
am optimistic about Westfield�s ability
to weather a temporary bulge in enroll-
ments and still provide a quality educa-
tion for all.

In spite of the efforts of the board, the
administration and numerous hard-work-
ing and passionate Citizens Advisory
Committees, for me there are more ques-
tions than answers in this proposed bond.

The only way that similarly concerned
parents and taxpayers can force the board
to consider alternate paths forward is to
reject the proposed bond. If the bond is
defeated at the polls, the board and ad-
ministration must and will find other
solutions.

Westfield should vote �no� on Decem-
ber 15, knowing full well that this is not
a one shot, do or die proposition. Don�t
let a flawed plan handicap our children�s
future.


