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Two Years of Intense Work Paying Off for Couple
As They Restore 1871 Victorian Home in Westfield
By CHRISTINE BROWN-CHARLTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After four years of searching for
their dream house, Roy and Sherryl
Pascal finally found it on Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. And after two
years of intense and ongoing reno-
vations and restorations, the house
is finally beginning to look like the
home of their dreams.

Prior to the Pascal�s purchase of
the home, one may not have no-
ticed that there was a building
there at all. The overgrown
property at 633 Westfield Av-
enue was hidden by trees
and had fallen into major
disrepair.

The Pascals removed
the trees and unpruned
bushes and began the
daunting task of restor-
ing this 1871 Victorian
home.

In 1997, the house was
nearly sold to a developer
who intended to demolish
the house in order to build
two new ones in its place.
After neighbors protested and
petitioned the Planning Board
and the Town Council, the board
decided not to grant the developer
a variance to continue with his plans.

Prior to the board�s decision, the
council rezoned properties along
Westfield Avenue, Park Street and
Summit Avenue. The action, among
other things, prevented developer
Michael Mahoney from pushing
through his plan to subdivide the lot
for two new homes.

The developer eventually re-
scinded his offer to buy the property.

When the Pascals bought the prop-
erty, it was a cash deal with no

contingencies, and according to Roy
Pascal, the project has been �twice if
not three times the work we antici-
pated� and they have �probably gone
100 percent over budget!�

Mrs. Pascal has acted as general
contractor for the project, carefully
orchestrating the enormous work
that had to be done. Her vision was
that of a �whimsical Victorian which
reflected our own personalities.� As

only the fifth owners of the home,
the Pascals have done as much re-
search as possible in order to return
the home to its original condition.

They had all the original brass
fixtures restored by
the Brass
Shop in
West-

field,
and if res-
toration was not
possible for moldings, doors
or tiles, the Pascals have had them
duplicated to match the originals.

The first step was structural re-
pair and demolition. These were
both extensive due to the fact that
there was major termite and water

damage and that the house was struck
by lightning in 1992 and was never
properly repaired.

�I was finding charred wood be-
hind the walls and the strong odor
emanated throughout the house once
we started pulling everything apart.�

said Mrs. Pascal.
The kitchen and all four corners

of the house were rotting and liter-
ally falling off. The entire home had
to be boosted up in sections to repair

the foundation and
r e s t o r e

struc-

t u r a l
i n t e g r i t y.

The home�s exterior now
boasts cedar shingles in a mauve
color and green and white awnings
reminiscent of the 1800s and con-
sistent with the original home.

Besides a 1910 two-story addition
and a small breakfast nook that the

Pascals have added to the back of the
home, the house is in its original
form.

�We really tried to change as little
as possible structurally, but the needs
of a family today are different then
they were during the era in which

this home was built,� stated Mrs.
Pascal.

The Pascals have re-plastered as
opposed to sheet-rocking in order to
follow the curves and details of the
staircase and interior walls.

The home needed more than two
miles of cable to rewire and bring
the electricity up to code. The radia-
tors have all been stripped of nearly

10 coats of paint to reveal beauti-
fully decorative ironwork de-

signs.
There were traces of wall-

paper in the master bath-
room that Mr. and Mrs.
Pascal wished to replace.
In order to do this they
found a dealer in New
York who strictly
worked with antique
wallpaper found in
shut down ware-
houses and hardware
stores. Once they
found what they were
looking for, the Pas-

cals had bathroom tiles
custom made to match

the paper.
The fence that will sur-

round the property has his-
torical significance as well. Roy

Pascal saw the Berry Biscuit Fac-
tory in Elizabeth being demolished
and asked the crew if he could pur-
chase the wrought iron fence � and
that is what he did. The fence is now
being restored and will be put up
shortly.

Now that this overwhelming
project has become manageable, Mr.
and Mrs. Pascal and their three chil-
dren hope to move into their new-
old Victorian dream house on Janu-
ary 22.

Mayor, Other Officials
Retire From SP Council

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

During the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council meeting last Tuesday
evening, friends and colleagues
warmly bid farewell to, and shared
fond memories with, Mayor Joan
Papen, Councilwoman Irene T.
Schmidt, and Councilman Robert
Johnston, who will not be returning
to the governing body in 1999.

�We called her mother. She was
always asking if we had enough to eat
or if we brushed our teeth,� quipped
Deputy Mayor William McClintock
of Mayor Papen.

Since first joining the council 16
years ago, Mayor Papen has accom-
plished a great deal for Scotch Plains.
Among her achievements have been
the live broadcasting of municipal
meetings on TV-34, along with the
introduction of festive decorations
and a manger with live animals as
part of the community�s holiday cel-
ebration.

During this final year of Mayor
Papen�s administration, the govern-
ing body received grant money total-
ing $1,259,000.

�Much has happened these past 16
years. Early on, we developed a capital
improvement and maintenance pro-
gram which brought the capital plant
up to par, and it even surpassed most
municipalities,� stated Mayor Papen.

�The municipal plant is worth sev-
eral hundred million dollars, and
encompasses over 100 miles of roads,
sanitary and storm sewers, all mu-
nicipal buildings, equipment includ-
ing police cars, fire engines, public
works trucks, computers,� she added.

Another accomplishment which
occurred during Mayor Papen�s ten-
ure was the first Senior Citizen Hous-
ing facility and resolving the
township�s Mount Laurel obligation.

�It took five agonizing years, but
we resolved our Mount Laurel com-
mitment without changing the char-
acter of the community and without
saddling our residents with an enor-
mous fee,� said Mayor Papen.

She added, �It has been an honor
serving the residents of Scotch Plains
for 16 years, including four terms as
Mayor. I have enjoyed working with
this council and all the previous coun-
cils. These men and women have
given many hours and are very dedi-
cated to the community.�

Councilwoman Schmidt, who has
also served as Mayor, recalled her
own 16 years of service to Scotch
Plains.

Her time on the council was marked
by development of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Center; es-
tablishment of the John Shippen
Memorial Golf Committee, and the

inauguration eight years ago of the
annual memorial tournament in Mr.
Shippen�s name at the Scotch Hills
Country Club.

The event raises funds for golf
scholarships for underprivileged
youngsters.

Another milestone which occurred
during Councilwoman Schmidt�s ca-
reer on the governing body was the
designation of Scotch Plains as a
sister city with Montazzoli, Italy.

�I remember Irene one way � a
wife, a mother, and a grandmother.
Her career started in elective office
and she has always been very help-
ful,� said Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins.

Mr. Atkins also remembered her
as a champion of senior citizens,
children and taxpayers.

He also recalled the achievements
of Councilman Johnston, saying,
�Bob brought many years of corpo-
rate experience to government. He
always stressed how government
should be run like a business. He
always said be accountable, honest
and deal with integrity,� said Mr.
Atkins.

Mr. Johnston, who was Mayor in
1995, additionally served on the Plan-
ning Board for 20 years, including
13 as Chairman. He is also a lifetime
member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Jaycees, and an active player
in the Softball League of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church.

Mr. Johnston, who is Chairman of
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority, will continue as the
township�s commissioner on the au-
thority through 2002. He has been a
council Liaison to the Senior Citizen
Housing Corporation, and is a former
governing body Liaison to the Recre-
ation Commission.

�I feel sad. It was very nice to have
worked with all three during my
time as Township Clerk,� remarked
Barbara Riepe. �They are very dedi-
cated and concerned about residents,
but they are moving on to newer
things for their lives ahead,� she
observed.

Marc Phillips Achieves
Dean�s List Status

WESTFIELD � Johnson & Wales
University has announced that Marc
Phillips of Westfield has been named
to the Dean�s List for the fall term
which ended in November.

To receive Dean�s List commen-
dation, students must earn a cumula-
tive grade point average of 3.40 or
above.

Marc is currently majoring in Food
Service Management.

Residents Urged to Sign
 Cards to Become

Organ/Tissue Donors
The New Jersey Organ and Tissue Shar-

ing Network has urged residents to regis-
ter to become organ and tissue donors.

Joseph S. Roth, Executive Director of
The Sharing Network stated, �By sign-
ing your name to a donor card or check-
ing the back of your New Jersey drivers�
license and discussing your feelings about
organ donation with your family, you can
help alleviate the critical shortage of
organ donors.�

Mr. Roth reported that currently more
than 1,500 people in New Jersey and
over 63,000 people nationwide are wait-
ing for transplants.

He added that signing a donor card
will not affect the level of medical care
which a sick or injured donor will re-
ceive. He cited that major religions sup-
port organ donation and the body is treated
with respect during organ and tissue
recovery.

Mr. Roth noted that social and finan-
cial data are not factors in determining
who receives an organ; funeral arrange-
ments are not delayed by donation; and
there is never a charge to the donor�s
family.

To become a donor, please call the
Registry at 1-800-SHARE-NJ or visit
the web site at www.sharenj.org.
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Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

(908) 756-3274
Holiday Special � Grandfather Clocks

VINTAGE 1871... UNDER CONSTRUCTION...


