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GATHERING RAISES FUNDS FOR MR. FRANKS,DIABETES CENTER

House Speaker Gingrich Speaks
On His ‘Goals for A Generation’

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives Newt Gingrich
was in Mountainside for breakfast
Saturday with Congressman Bob
Franks and other New Jersey Repub-
licans.

The invitation-only event at
L’Affaire restaurant on Route 22,
East drew a reported crowd of 500
who heard the Georgian Republican
describe his four “Goals for A Gen-
eration.”

With the event, Mr. Gingrich —
an architect of the 1994 “Contract
With America” — raised $20,000
for Mr. Franks’ congressional re-
election bid in November and an-
other $3,000 for the Diabetes Center
of New Jersey in Plainfield.

Mr. Gingrich called Mr. Franks “a
real legislative leader.”

The House Speaker’s 35-minute
speech before party loyals avoided
any mention of United States Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s recent woes over
a former White House intern. A
spokesman for Mr. Gingrich said,
“The Speaker is too busy to worry
about that.”

Three-term Congressman Franks
said he was “delighted with the level
of enthusiasm” over Mr. Gingrich’s
latest “platform for America” which
deals with tax reform, Social Secu-
rity, education and illegal drug use.

“His speech was all policy,” Con-
gressman Franks said. “(It was a

chance) for him to be able to talk
about, for example, Social Security –
it’s a healthy, realistic assessment of
where the country is” — a topic
which politicians strayed away from
some 10 or 15 years ago due to the
sensitive nature of the issue.

During his speech Mr. Gingrich
could not help bashing “bureaucrats”
for driving up spending and blaming
“the media” for not giving credit to
Republicans for turning around the
nation’s economy.

“We’ve gone from a $322 billion
projected budget deficit (in 2002) to
a $32 billion surplus. I’d call that
real change,” he said.

Another of Mr. Gingrich’s “Goals
for A Generation” is a national “re-
tirement council” connected by com-
puter Internet communication to
guide the Social Security system to
continued solvency. According to a
recent Harris poll, Mr. Gingrich said,
more American youth believe in
UFOs than believe they will get So-
cial Security benefits by retirement
age.

The Speaker also proposed a cut in
combined federal, state and local
taxes from 38 percent to 25 percent
of income. He claimed that eliminat-
ing the Internal Revenue Service’s
21 percent “error rate” alone would
save the nation $5 billion annually.

“We should contract out to (major
credit card companies),” he added,
for tax collection.

SPBPA Announces
Meeting for Feb. 19

The Scotch Plains Business & Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) will
have its first meeting of 1998 on
Thursday, February 19, at 7 p.m. The
meeting will be held at CEO Execu-
tive Suites, 1812 Front Street in
Scotch Plains.

Refreshments will be served. All
members are invited to attend the
meeting, at which time elections will
be held for three board member posi-
tions.

Discussions will also be held on
event planning for 1998 and other
issues facing the business commu-
nity this year.

Annual membership in the SPBPA
is $35 and all area businesses and
professionals are invited to join the
organization, which has 178 mem-
bers.

The SPBPA has issued a reminder
to members that annual dues are now
due, and would appreciate prompt
payment so that the organization can
plan accordingly for 1998.

For more information on the
SPBPA, please call Ray Pardon,
SPBPA President, at Nuts n’ Plenty,
(908) 322-7388.

His education goals include Mr.
Gingrich’s proposal to deny tenure
to any staff of schools that score in
the bottom 20 percent nationwide.

“Change the schools and save the
children,” he declared. His “English
language only” policy for public
school systems brought cheers from
the crowd.

Mr. Gingrich reportedly waged a
similar fundraising tour of the na-
tion early last year for GOP incum-
bents and party committees. Saying
he has traveled to 15 states since the
first of this year, Mr. Gingrich was
scheduled to go on to Pennsylvania
following Saturday’s Mountainside
rally.

Sharing the platform at times with
House Speaker Gingrich and Mr.
Franks were State Republican Party
Chairman Chuck Haytaniah, Con-
gressman Rodney Frelinghuysen
from the 11th District that includes
Morris County, State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, from
the 22nd Legislative District, and
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti.

Spotted among other Republicans
present were State Assemblyman
Alan M. Augustine, Scotch Plains
Councilman William McClintock,
Westfield Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick and former Union County
Freeholders Henry W. Kurz, Frank
H. Lehr and Linda DiGiovanni.

College Men’s Club
Sets Black-Tie Affair
For Saturday, Feb. 28
The College Men’s Club of Westfield

will have its annual black-tie dinner
dance on Saturday, February 28, at the
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

All of the funds raised will go directly
to this year’s graduating Westfield High
School male seniors selected to receive
scholarship awards by the club’s schol-
arship committee.

This year’s dinner dance will include
an auction of items including works of
art, jewelry, airfares, dinners, tickets to
sporting and other entertainment events,
as well as well as a five-day, four-night
vacation at the Scottsdale Arizona Prin-
cess Hotel.

The Princess Hotel in Scottsdale is a
five-star resort offering two champion-
ship golf courses (one of which hosts the
annual Phoenix Open), a spa and two
five-star restaurants.

Tickets can be obtained by calling
(908) 518-0132.

Drifters to Perform at 80th
Red Cross Anniversary Gala

The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter American Red Cross 80th Anniversary
Committee met recently to continue the planning of the upcoming black-tie
birthday gala featuring the 1950s musical group, The Drifters. Pictured, left to
right, are: Dr. William Bonsall, committee member; George Gatesy, 80th Gala
Chairman; Edward A. Gottko and Scott Beresford, committee members, and
Dr. John Tabachnick, Chapter Chairman.

Supporters of the American Red
Cross will return to an age of 1950s-
style innocence at the Plainfield Coun-
try Club in Edison on Saturday, March
21, to celebrate the 80th anniversary of
the Westfield-Mountainside Chapter.

The original Drifters, the popular
rock-and-roll group, will headline at
the black-tie birthday gala.

The Drifters, whose million sell-
ers include “There Goes My Baby,”
“This Magic Moment,” “Save the
Last Dance For Me,” “Up On The
Roof,” “On Broadway,” “Under the
Boardwalk,” “Dance With Me” and
“I Count The Tears,” will perform
two shows at the event.

Westfield resident George Gatesy,
Gala Chairman, announced recently
that Mohammed Ali’s boxing gloves
and a golf school trip to Scottsdale,
Arizona, top the list of silent auction
items. In addition, after a tribute to the
past chairmen, Ernest S. Winter, the
chapter’s oldest, active volunteer will
receive the inaugural “Angel on Earth
Award” just days after his 96th birthday.

Tickets are limited to the first 250
guests at $175 per person.

“For 115 years, the American Red
Cross has responded to communities
and people in need, keeping people
safe across the nation and through-
out the world during war and peace,
when disaster strikes, and every day.

“The chapter’s guiding theme is
‘Help is There’ — a motto they have
lived every day for the people and the
communities of Westfield and
Mountainside for the past 80 years,”

said Gail Moffett of the local Red
Cross chapter.

The chapter is offering an 80th
anniversary commemorative pin for
a $5 donation. For more information
on how to celebrate the anniversary
during March, which is American
Red Cross Month, please contact the
Chapter office at (908) 232-7090.

The chapter’s e-mail address is
redcross@westfieldnj.com. The
website address is: http://
westfieldnj.com/redcross.

C. T. Ward Presents
Photographic Works

In National Art Exhibit
C. T. Ward of San Mateo, California,

the son of Helen Klein Ward of West-
field, is showing a selection of photo-
graphic works at the Insights ’98 tenth
annual National Art Exhibit at the
Embarcadero 4 in San Francisco through
Friday, March 6.

The photographs in the exhibit reflect
Mr. Ward’s emphasis on composition
and design, with a focus on stark and
artistic images.

Mr. Ward, who has won several awards
in competition for his celestial photo-
graphs, is a visually-impaired, self-taught
photographer with extensive musical
training who works independently.

Professor Dunscombe to Continue
Program on ‘New Jersey Trivia’

The Westfield Historical
Society’s evening meeting on
Thursday, February 19, will fea-
ture Professor Will iam E.
Dunscombe presenting the second
part of his slide/lecture on “New
Jersey Trivia.”

The first part of this program was
presented at the society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon on November
5, and some of that information will
be reviewed before Professor
Dunscombe continues with the rest
of his presentation.

The second part deals with New
Jersey’s history, standards, symbols
and natural history, according to a
spokesman for the Historical Soci-

ety.
These slides present trivia ques-

tions, with audience members in-
vited to participate in the multiple
choice answers which are offered,
according to the spokesman.

Professor Dunscombe is Chairman
of the Union County College Biology
Department and has been Associate
Professor of Biology at the college
since 1971.

The public is invited to attend
this program, which will start at
8:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. 425 East Broad Street. Re-
freshments will be provided after
the program.


