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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m.
on the Friday prior to publication.
The Leader’s e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

TOWN SEEKING TO ENACT BAN OF FREIGHT TRAIN WHISTLES

Railroad Administration Approves
Safety Barriers on Rahway Avenue

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
BARRIERS ON THE WAY...The Federal Railroad Administration has approved a plan by the town to install additional
safety barriers at the Rahway Avenue railroad crossing — the first step needed for the town to gain approval for a ban
on train whistles along the Lehigh Valley railroad tracks, now operated by Conrail.

Westfield has received approval
from the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion (FRA) of a plan to install addi-
tional safety barriers at the Rahway
Avenue railroad crossing to enact a
train whistle ban at that location.

Residents in the area have com-
plained over the years of the whistles
on Conrail freight trains which oper-
ate on the Lehigh Valley line tracks
which are located on the far southeast
corner of town. Federal officials have
said the first step to gaining approval
for a ban on the whistles is for the
town to institute additional safety
measures at the crossing at which
make it impossible for motorists to get
around the gates when a train is com-
ing.

In that regard Town Engineer Ken-
neth B. Marsh said he will request that
$15,000 to $20,000 be placed in the
Municipal Budget for the installation
of non-mountable barriers. A total of
$10,000 was placed in the 1996 budget
for the project.

The approval letter was received
just five weeks after representatives
of the FRA promised a prompt re-
sponse to the town’s request at a
public forum held in December. That
meeting was organized by Westfield

Town Council members Neil F. Sullivan
and Janis Fried Weinstein and As-
semblyman Richard H. Bagger and
Congressman Bob Franks.

The proposal must receive approval
from the state before it can be imple-
mented. Assemblyman Bagger has
written Department of Transportation
Commissioner John J. Haley, Jr. urg-

ing state approval.
“The Town of Westfield has worked

diligently during the past year to de-
velop this plan which will enhance the
safety at the crossing and, at the same
time, eliminate the disruptive and dis-
turbing whistle blowing at the site,”
Mr. Bagger wrote.

STRATEGIC PLANNING COUNCIL OUTLINES OBJECTIVES

Local School Officials Now Looking
For Members of Community to Put
Strategic Plan Goals Into Reality

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield public school sys-
tem does not operate in a vacuum —
education within the context of family
and the community is extremely im-
portant.

This sentiment is embodied by one
of the four goals of the Westfield
public schools Strategic Plan – “pro-
mote learning and citizenship by ad-
vancing a synergistic relationship
among the community, family, and the
schools.”

It is a philosophy which was also
expressed by parents, teachers, stu-
dents and community members who
attended last Thursday’s meeting of
the Westfield Public Schools Strate-
gic Planning Council in the cafeteria at
Westfield High School.

Representatives of the 36-member
council presented their first draft of
the plan to the community at the meet-
ing, outlining four goals for maintain-
ing excellence in education and call-
ing for additional volunteers to serve
on the action committees that will try
to realize those goals.

The Strategic Planning Council met
for three days at Lucent Technologies
in December, putting in 1,200 man
hours during the process.

The seven action committees iden-
tified in the Strategic Plan will address
the following topics:

• Integration of technology into
the curricula.

• High expectations for all ability
levels.

• Creating a climate of respect for
all individuals in a pluralistic society.

• Counseling programs.
• Community service activities.
• Family, community, business,

school partnerships.
• Upgraded, safe, accessible facili-

ties.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-

liam J. Foley remarked that the Strate-
gic Plan at present is “pretty, meta-
physical, philosophical” stuff, “but
the Action Committees are really what
put this all into reality.”

The committees will convene for
the next two or three months to iron
out the specific objectives that will be
reported to the Strategic Planning
Council. For example, the technology
committee will first take a look at the
context — how technology is cur-
rently integrated into the curriculum.

It will then engage in “creative prob-
lem solving,” looking at research and
models of potential uses. Finally, it
will create a plan, outlining objec-
tives, a time line for their implementa-
tion, and a cost benefit analysis.

Dr. Foley will then present the re-
port to the Board of Education, where
the plan will shape how resources in
the district will be used, and how time
and money will be spent.

The primary goal identified in the
plan is that “all students will be chal-
lenged by rigorous programs that will
equip them with the tools to achieve
excellence in their lives.”

The term “excellence” was chosen
to refer to all aspects of student per-

formance, not just academic. Some
members of the public expressed con-
cern that only this one of the four
goals even refers to academics.

However, Annmarie Puleio, Chair-
woman of the Long Range Planning
Committee for the Board of Educa-
tion, told those present that the school
district already has an established
tradition of academic excellence.

She pointed out that “perhaps its
that we have the luxury, in this town,
of being able to look at more, because
we do our primary job so well.”

Others were quick to emphasize the
importance of focusing on the whole
child. Marie Koch, a Student Assis-
tance Counselor at Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools, re-
ported that, “We don’t prepare chil-
dren for the future by just academics.”

The Reverend Dr. Dee Dee
Turlington, a Minister of Christian
Education and Evangelism at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, and a
member of the Strategic Planning
Council, presented the second goal,
that “All students will understand
and respect all individuals in a plural-
istic society.”

She noted the importance of ensur-
ing that educational materials repre-
sent members of all cultural traditions,
and the need for mandatory staff de-
velopment programs to address is-
sues of diversity.

Others supported the emphasis on
efforts to promote tolerance. As the
Westfield High School student repre-
sentative, senior Mark Matthews re-
ported that homosexuals are stigma-
tized in the school, and suggested
that students should learn more about
issues of sexual orientation while in
middle school.

Board of Education member Arlene
L. Gardner, who has children in middle
school, pointed out that a climate of
respect goes beyond the curriculum,
to the “hidden curriculum that really
goes on when you think about the
whole school day.”

Board member Keith S. Hertell ex-
pressed concern with some of the
emphasis on curricula and training to
address issues of diversity.

“Respect is for everyone, regard-
less, and I think when it gets broken
down you run into problems,” he
said.

Mr. Hertell also urged that more
attention be given to the means of
financing the proposals.

Similarly, Horace R. Corbin, Pub-
lisher of The Westfield Leader and a
member of the Strategic Planning
Council, observed that 60 percent of
Westfield residents do not have chil-
dren in the schools, and the Strategic
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FIRE SCENE…An early-morning fire caused extensive damage Monday to the
Hunan Wok III restaurant on East Broad Street in Westfield. No one was
injured, but residents of an adjacent apartment building were temporarily
evacuated as a precaution while firefighters brought the blaze under control.
The cause of the fire is still under investigation, although fire officials do not
regard the incident as suspicious.

Fire Causes Extensive Damage
To East Broad Street Restaurant
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An early-morning structural fire
caused extensive damage to the
Hunan Wok III restaurant at 25 East
Broad Street Monday, the source of
which was being investigated.

There were no injuries and fire offi-
cials do not consider the blaze to be
suspicious, according to Deputy Chief
John Castellano of the Westfield Fire
Department.

He said the fire, which broke out
about 3 a.m., is believed to have started
behind a steaming table where boxes
are stored in the restaurant.

Upon arrival, firefighters dis-
covered heavy fire and smoke
conditions in the first floor res-
taurant, with smoke visible from
the second floor of the building
as well, Deputy Chief Castellano
said.

He confirmed that a tenant who
resides in an apartment above the
restaurant was already outside by the
time firefighters arrived.

Residents of an apartment building
next door to the Hunan Wok III were
evacuated while firefighters tackled
the blaze.

Firefighters forced their way in
through the front door of the unoccu-
pied establishment to battle the fire,
according to a statement issued by
the fire department.

They provided ventilation to the
building by creating a hole in the rear
roof, as well as through first- and
second-floor windows and by forcing
open the rear door of the eatery, the
statement continued.

The deputy chief reported that the
fire, which was contained on the first
floor, was brought under control at
about 5 a.m. There was no damage to

any other buildings, he said.
A total of 31 firefighters responded

to the scene, while an engine com-
pany from Garwood stood by at fire
headquarters, Deputy Chief
Castellano revealed.

The Westfield Police Department
assisted with the evacuation of the
apartment building, the deputy chief
confirmed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Legal Action Considered
To Force Disposal Firms
To Lower Garbage Bills

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While private garbage haulers in
seven communities in Union County
are being criticized by the Chairman of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders for
not reducing garbage bills for their
customers, state officials are saying
in the spirit of competition that carters
are not obligated to pass on any sav-
ings.

These savings are the result of a 40
percent drop in disposal costs at the
county’s Resource Recovery Facility
– more commonly known as the incin-
erator – which is located in Rahway.

Disposal costs for the seven towns
combined were $241,000 last month
— down from $400,000 for January of
1997, according to estimates provided
by Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Mr. Sullivan has directed the office
of County Counsel to explore pos-
sible legal action against haulers who
refuse to pass along savings to resi-
dents.

“The Freeholder board hopes that
the pressure brought by their custom-
ers will force the haulers to do the right
thing and reduce their monthly
charge,” he said. “However, if they
don’t, we will take whatever action is
necessary to force them to do so.”

Edward M. Cornell, President of the
Waste Management Association,
Inc., a trade group representing haul-
ers, called Freeholder Sullivan’s com-
ments “wild threats.”

He said waste haulers are simply
being “cautious” on disposal bills at
this time, noting that many firms fear
they might be forced to take on a large
share of the remaining debt on incin-
erators.

Mr. Cornell estimated that Union
County debt on the Rahway incinera-
tor is $42 per ton. He noted, however,
that disposal costs and outstanding
incinerator debt should actually place
tipping fees at the county burner in
the neighborhood of $92 per ton.

The Union County Utilities Author-
ity has dropped tipping fees to $50 per
ton in an effort to keep the county’s
incinerator financially viable.

Freeholder Sullivan estimated that
disposal savings in 1998 should be
$509,267 in Westfield, $491,250 in
Scotch Plains, $163,150 in Fanwood
and $159,950 in Mountainside.

Costs on the average monthly gar-
bage bill for those persons residing in
the seven communities should have
dropped anywhere from $3.50 to $4.50
a month, according to officials.

Scotch Plains Councilman Martin
Marks said the Township Council is
more concerned about long-range
projections on disposal costs than
any current savings that have been
estimated by Freeholder Sullivan.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla told The Star Ledger that the
lower disposal fees were never meant
to be a “windfall” for private haulers.

Prior to the deregulation of the gar-
bage industry, private carters were

COUNCIL APPROVES INCREASE IN FEES FOR DROP- IN BASKETBALL

Anticipated $22.7 Million Municipal Budget
Sees $433,000 or 1.9 Percent Hike Over 1997
By JASMINE VASAVADA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The anticipated municipal budget
for Westfield in 1998 will be
$22,704,151, which is an increase of
1.9 percent, or $433,000, over last year.

The budget now goes to the full
council which will meet with depart-
ment heads to hammer out a final
spending plan.

At present, the budget represents
an increase of 2.5 tax points over 1997.

Each tax point equals $180,000 in
spending.

At a budget overview meeting after
the Town Council meeting on Tues-
day night, Town Administrator Ed-
ward A. Gottko reported that revenues
from 1997 are up, and presented a
breakdown of the upcoming budget.

In fiscal year 1997, revenues from
the construction office and parking
have exceeded expectations. The sale
of building permits rose steeply for
the fourth consecutive year.

Parking revenue also increased,
largely due to money from parking
meters. This year the meters were
enforced by one full-time and three

part-time workers, up from one full-
time and one part-time worker in the
past.

In addition, the parking meters were
not bagged during the December holi-
days. In previous years, bags have
been placed over the meters, provid-
ing free street parking to holiday shop-
pers. Not bagging the meters this year
contributed to an increase of $20,000
in December revenues.

Mr. Gottko reported that the sur-
plus from the 1996 budget of $2.5
million is now available, and can be
brought in as revenue to help support
this year’s budget. In addition,
$230,000 left over from the 1996 Cap
bank must be used this year. This
represents the amount of the budget

below the state-mandated Cap. These
funds must be used within two years.

The largest component of the bud-
get is employee costs. These costs,
which include salary, social security,
compensation, and medical care, make
up 62 percent of the annual budget.

An additional 10 percent goes to
departmental expenses — things like
gasoline and office supplies. The re-
maining 28 percent of the budget in-
cludes funds for insurance, debt ser-
vice, the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, grant programs, the library,
fire hydrants, and streetlights.

This part of the spending plan also
includes $1.9 million for the reserve
for uncollected taxes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Volunteers are Sought
To Plan Improvements

For Central Avenue
The Town of Westfield is seeking

interested volunteers to take part in
planning improvements to the Cen-
tral Avenue corridor through the
Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram.

Volunteers are needed in the fol-
lowing areas: Infrastructure/Public
Works; Public Safety; Redevelop-
ment, and Public Relations/Fund-
ing Sources.

All interested residents are in-
vited to attend a meeting of the
Infrastructure/Public Works Com-
mittee on Thursday, February 19, in
the Administrative Conference
Room at the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, at
7:30 p.m.

Plan should be able to serve their
interests as well.

The fourth and final goal of the
Strategic Plan, that “All students
will attend upgraded, safe, and well-
maintained schools,” was little dis-
cussed at Thursday’s meeting, but
may be one that demands a great
deal of attention in the years to
come.

Rising school enrollments require
additional facilities. An additional
concern is the absence of accessibil-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I am very pleased that the FRA
responded to needs of the residents
of this town,” Councilman Sullivan
said.

“I will continue to promote this ef-
fort and work with the appropriate
agencies until we receive the other
required approvals in a timely fashion
and deliver relief from the noise of
unnecessary train horns to the resi-
dents of our community,” he added.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman
Weinstein began working towards a
solution to this problem with resi-
dents in 1996.

“The volume of traffic, particularly
at night, on these tracks has increased,

and the resulting noise has threat-
ened the peace and quality of life in
these neighborhoods. It is rewarding
to know that hard work and persever-
ance will soon result in a solution that
restores the peace and preserves the
property values for the residents in
these areas,” the Councilwoman
stated.

The plan submitted by the town
calls for the installation of nine-inch
curbs and shrubbery in the median of
Rahway Avenue to prevent vehicles
from circumventing closed gates at
the rail crossing. New signage indicat-
ing that whistles are not blown at the
crossing would also be installed.

CONGRATULATIONS...Westfield residents, left to right, Donna Pace, 10
years; Donna Troeller, Dr. Michael Armento, Margaret Williamson, Karen
Vora, Jodi Anderson, and Virginia Lynn, all five years, were recently honored
for their years of service to Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) in
Mountainside. Here, they are congratulated by CSH President Richard Ahlfeld,
back row center.

Correction
Editor’s Note: Due to a computer

error, the following section of last
week’s Board of Education story was
inadvertently cut off. We apologize
and are, therefore, publishing the re-
maining section of the story.

******
During his report, Director of Stu-

dent Personnel Services Dr. Ted Kozlik
explained the Westfield school
district’s legal obligation is to “bring
to bear whatever services are neces-
sary” to help any student experienc-
ing academic difficulty to “derive sub-
stantial educational benefits” from the
district curriculum.

Board member Annemarie Puleio
questioned how special educators
measure the effectiveness of a
student’s Individual Educational Pro-
gram (IEP).

Anthony Tomasso, a learning dis-
abilities teacher consultant, explained
that goals and objectives are estab-
lished every year on an individual
basis.

“We expect mastery of 80 to 85
percent of the goals set, and there
are different ways of measuring,”
said school psychologist Janet
Harrison.

Both department representatives
and board members said they sup-
port greater collaboration between
teachers of special and regular edu-
cation.

“It takes time,” said Dr. Kozlik. “We
have to go through the process with
general educators. It has to be sys-
temic. We need to make a concerted
effort system-wide to train every-
body.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley announced that a staff in-
service day is scheduled for March.
An outside consultant will address
the differences between special and
general education.

Following the in-service program, a
study will determine how the district
can help both groups of teachers to
work together more effectively.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• Two male juveniles, ages 12 and

13, were arrested and charged with
assault on a school crossing guard at
Dudley Avenue and Clark Street, ac-
cording to police. Both youngsters
are residents of Westfield.

Police said one of the suspects
allegedly attempted to strike the
guard, while the other allegedly
pushed the victim. Authorities said
both juveniles were released to the
custody of their parents.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
• A Fairfield Circle resident re-

ported that someone burglarized his
1995 Acura while it was parked in his
driveway. Police said a cellular tele-
phone valued at approximately $100
was stolen from the vehicle.

• The owner of a home on Sandy
Hill Road reported that her residence
was burglarized. Stereo equipment
and a videocassette recorder were
taken in the incident, authorities said.

• A man reported that someone
threw an egg on his motor vehicle
while it was parked on Pierson Street,
according to police.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
• Police received a report that two

students had property stolen from
their lockers at Westfield High School
on Dorian Road. The missing items
were valued at approximately $158.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
• One hundred block of Washing-

ton Street – lock out.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 29

• Twelve hundred block of Boule-
vard – unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Summit
Court – smoke scare.

• Six hundred block of Drake Place
– arcing transformer.

• One hundred block of Elm Street
– service call.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
• Ten hundred block of Tice Place

– oil burner malfunction.
• Two hundred block of Benson

Place – carbon monoxide detector
activation.

• Seven hundred block of Central
Avenue – assist police.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
• One hundred block of Elm Street

– emergency medical call.
• One hundred block of South

Euclid Avenue – wire down.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1

• Two hundred block of East
Broad Street – newspaper bundles
on fire.

• One hundred block of Canter-
bury Lane – structure fire.

• One hundred block of Canter-
bury Lane – service call.

• Three hundred block of Clark
Street – unintentional alarm.

• Two hundred block of Second
Avenue, Garwood – standby.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
• Two hundred block of Prospect

Street – furnace malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of St. Marks

Avenue – power lines down in road-
way.

• Four hundred block of Harrison
Avenue – c/o detector activation.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• Eight hundred block of Cedar Ter-

race – odor of smoke in basement.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

• One hundred block of Cottage
Place – furnace malfunction.

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue, West – fire alarm activation.

• Three hundred block of Clark
Street – fire alarm activation.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
• Eight hundred block of Rahway

Avenue – fire alarm malfunction.
• One hundred block of North

Avenue, West – hazardous condi-
tion on roof.

• Eight hundred block of Carleton
Road – water condition in basement.

• Six hundred block of Hanford
Place – telephone wire down in road-
way.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
• Eleven hundred block of boynton

Avenue – alarm activation caused by
unattended cooking.

• A Madison Avenue resident re-
ported that her wallet, along with $50
in cash and miscellaneous papers,
were taken from a locker at a local
recreation facility.

Raritan Valley Line
To Meet Tonight

The Westfield Raritan Valley Line
Commuter Commission will meet
tonight, Thursday, February 12, at
7:45 p.m. in the Administrator’s
Conference Room.

The commission was formed last
February by Mayor Thomas C,.
Jardim to identify and address prob-
lems with the train commute along
the Raritan Valley Line.

Any interested commuter is in-
vited to attend and participate in
this meeting.

School Officials Looking For
Community Members to Put

Strategic Plan Goals Into Reality

Railroad Admin. Approves
Safety Barriers on Rahway Ave.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adjustment Board to Hear
Exxon Application Tuesday

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A case that would see Exxon Corpo-
ration buy two adjoining lots to prop-
erty it already owns on Central Av-
enue and South Avenue, East, will be
heard this coming Tuesday night,
February 17, by the Westfield Board

of Adjustment at 7:30 p.m.
Exxon, which owns a gasoline sta-

tion on a lot consisting of 20,561 square
feet, wants to buy an additional two
lots that would make for a combined
total of 32,951 square feet.

The corporation would then remove
an existing gasoline station at the
corner of South and Central Avenues
and add four motor fuel pumping is-
lands, along with a Tiger Mart retail
building and canopy.

One of the two lots which Exxon is
seeking to acquire is currently empty.
It is owned by Alfred S. Hood and
Frederick Stauss, who also are co-
owners of the second lot in question,
along with A. McEwen, a trustee. This
lot currently is occupied by a McEwen
florist building.

Reportedly, Exxon already has a
written agreement to purchase both
lots if the zoning board approves its
plan.

Although the property is near a
certain segment of Central Avenue
that is targeted for refurbishment un-
der the Neighborhood Preservation
Program, neither of these projects is
believed to have anything to do with
the other.

“No, but we certainly feel it will
enhance that whole corridor there,”
commented Board of Adjustment
Chairman Lawrence Mannino. “And
we’d certainly like to enhance that
area.”

Because of the scope of the project,
a use variance is required, town offi-
cials agree.

ity to many of the buildings required
under the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act.

A copy of the plan is available on
the World Wide Web at http://
westfieldnj.com/strategic-planning.
Those interested in volunteering for
an action committee may call (908)
789-4597 for further information.

The e-mail address for anyone wish-
ing to comment on the work of the
Strategic Planning Council is strate-
gic-planning@westfieldnj.com.

obligated to seek permission for rate
changes with the state.

Following the end of the state’s
system of regulated garbage collec-
tion, the Union County Utilities Au-
thority lowered garbage disposal fees
at the county incinerator in Rahway
from $83 to $50 a ton — a decline of 40
percent.

While the county is pressuring
haulers to lower their bills to consum-
ers, the state Bureau of Solid Waste
Regulation says private contractors
have no obligation to share any of the
cuts in disposal fees with their cus-
tomers - noting that competition is
sparked when a customer seeks a new
carter at a lower rate.

“The annual cost of disposing of
the garbage from these seven commu-
nities at the county’s Resource Re-
covery Facility dropped to $241,000,
compared to over $400,000 for the
previous January,” said Freeholder
Sullivan.

He said over $160,000 in savings
would have been passed on to resi-
dents had private haulers lowered their
bills to customers.

The seven communities which do
not contract for garbage service are
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Clark and Cranford.

The remaining 14 communities in
the county pay for their disposal costs
in their property taxes.

Councilman McDermott, who chairs
the Town Council’s Solid Waste Com-
mittee, said he is looking to get more
information on how much savings the
haulers are actually receiving in “real
dollars.”

He said Westfield is not looking to
contract for disposal services and,
thus, has no authority to direct haul-
ers to lower fees and does not want to
get into that business.

Westfield does contract for its resi-
dential curbside attic waste program.
This past Tuesday, the council
awarded a contract to A. Fiore & Sons
Salvage, Inc. of Newark.

Town officials have indicated that
they expect at least a $10 reduction in
customer permits for the spring attic
waste program due to lower disposal
costs.

In the past few years the town has
offered permits at $60 for dumping of
up to 750 pounds of materials.

Freeholder Sullivan said residents
in those towns that have private haul-
ers should receive annual savings of
between $39 and $54 per household
based on the $50 tipping fee.

A deal that would lease the incin-
erator to Ogden Martin Systems of
Union, Inc., the manufacturer of the
burner, has yet to be finalized.

Towns have been invited to sign
contracts with the UCUA for 25 years
at the $50 per ton rate with increases
based on hikes in the Consumer Price
Index.

The county has also said it will
place a tax per ton on solid waste
leaving the county. A system of weigh
stations would be set up in this re-
gard.

A similar tax, referred to by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) as an Environmental In-
vestment Charge, or EIC, is being
challenged by the City of Paterson
against the Passaic County Utilities
Authority.

The EIC charge is included within
the $50 disposal charge being offered
in the contract to local municipalities.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed a resolution Tuesday night
indicating the township was not inter-
ested in signing a quarter-century
contract with the utilities authority.

Fanwood’s governing body passed
a similar resolution in December. Bor-
ough officials said at the time that
since garbage collection is not in-

cluded in the municipal budget, they
could not direct haulers where to take
their cargos.

Westfield has yet to take any action
in this regard, although Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim and Third Ward Coun-
cilman Gregory S. McDermott both
have said the council is not interested
in a long-term contract with the UCUA.

Scotch Plains Township Council-
man William F. McClintock, Jr. said the
council would favor contracts be-
tween the UCUA and private haulers.
The council passed its resolution
Tuesday night.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly has said the Borough Coun-
cil also favors negotiations between
its haulers and the UCUA in an effort
to lower rates for residents.

The deal represents the county’s
attempt to pay off the remaining $293
million in debt on the incinerator. A
total of $175 million would be paid off
through the lease agreement, with the
remainder coming from a number of
revenue sources including the EIC
fees. The total statewide incinerator
debt is $1.5 billion.

Of the 10 Union County communi-
ties who have expressed interest in
contracting with the utilities author-
ity, only three have actually signed on
to the deal.

The state Legislature last week un-
veiled a piece of legislation which
calls for a new tax on garbage collec-
tion and disposal of solid waste. The
tax is seen as a way to bail out the debt
incurred by several counties for the
construction of the garbage burners.

The plan would create a 6 to 10
percent tax on the gross revenues of
all state garbage collectors and dis-
posal facilities. Legislators have esti-
mated that the tax would generate
between $84 to $140 million a year.
This money would be placed into a
special statewide fund to help coun-
ties pay off debt on the incinerators.

The bills have the support of the
Waste Management Association.

Mr. Cornell, a former Scotch Plains
resident, has said the pending legisla-
tion is expected “to be part of the mix”
in bailing out the incinerators.

Bergen County Assemblyman John
Rooney, Chairman of the Assembly
Solid and Hazardous Waste Commit-
tee, has said a statewide effort is the
best way to respond to the latest
garbage crisis, given the state man-
date from the mid-1980s.

As a result of fears that state land-
fills were running out of space, the
state ordered counties to build either
costly incinerators or other kinds of
facilities to handle the millions of tons
of waste generated each year in the
state.

Assemblyman Rooney has said the
new tax will result in lower property
taxes. Last year Governor Christine
Todd Whitman’s administration set
aside $20 million in general funds to
help keep incinerators financially sol-
vent in the interim.

The administration, however, has
yet to pay any funds to counties with
incinerator-incurred debt including
Union and Essex. Under new legisla-
tion, the general fund will include
between $20 to $84 million which could
be used to help counties until the new
tax revenue comes into the state.

The amount in the fund will depend
on how high the garbage tax is set and
the amount of debt which needs to be
paid off.

Mr. Cornell said he expects legisla-
tion to be adopted by June at which
time haulers will have a better idea of
how much to charge for waste dis-
posal.

He said the tax on waste will call for
the state to pick up 50 percent, with
counties and haulers also responsible
for a portion of the stranded debt on
incinerators.

County Considers Action
Against Private Haulers
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The town will be responsible for
collecting around $70 million in taxes
this year. Of this amount, only $10.7
million stays with the town govern-
ment. The Board of Education receives
$44.6 million, and the County of Union
garners another $14.7 million.

The town does not anticipate that it
will be able to collect the full $70
million in taxes. But it is responsible
for delivering the full amount of money
to the Board of Education and the
county. For this reason, every year
the town must set aside money in
reserve for uncollected taxes.

This year’s budget includes a line
item of $1.9 million for this reserve, or
3 percent of the taxes that must be
collected.

Under the $278.9 million Union
County Executive Budget presented
to the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last month by County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla, there will
be no increase in the county tax levy.

However, because of changing
property valuations, some municipali-
ties may end up paying more, said Mr.
Gottko.

At Tuesday’s public meeting, the
council approved an ordinance es-
tablishing fees for athletic programs
in Westfield. The Recreation Commis-
sion has been trying to establish a
system of user fees for most of its
programs.

Stanley Koslowski, the Chairman
of the Recreation Commission, re-
ported that a fee has already been
established for most programs, rang-
ing from Little League to tennis. Some
non-athletic after-school programs are
still free to participants.

The program which has caused
some debate among council members
is the Sports Night program — a drop-
in basketball program held on Tues-
day and Thursday nights at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.

Third Ward Council member John J.
Walsh objected to a line of this ordi-
nance that establishes fees for an
evening basketball program. Under
the ordinance, children will pay $2 a
night, or $10 for the season.

The basketball program, open from
7 to 9:30 p.m. in the evening, provides
for a police officer and two supervi-
sors. There are no coaches or estab-
lished teams — the games are ad hoc,
pick-up games.

Mr. Walsh reported that this pro-
gram provides a place for children to
go in the evening, a positive alterna-
tive to the streets.

“I met a couple of weeks ago with
the principal of Edison School. He
enlightened me that there are a num-
ber of children in town who are not
well off. I don’t want one of those kids
not to be able to get in,” Mr. Walsh
told the council.

Anthony M. La Porta of North
Chestnut Street, a former councilman
and Mayoral contender, asked the
council to reconsider the ordinance.

“I would hope that your better
senses will prevail and not charge the
children of Westfield a few dollars to
play basketball....I realize there are
costs involved – that’s why we pay
taxes.

“I mean, when a fireman comes to
someone’s house, we don’t charge
them to put out the fire,” he said.

He suggested that the program
supervisors could ask youngsters for
identification. This would help keep
people who do not live in Westfield
from using the facilities.

Despite the objection of Council-
man Walsh and Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence A. Goldman, the coun-

cil voted to pass the ordinance with-
out amendments by a vote of 7-2.

Mr. La Porta presented another
appeal to the council, this one con-
cerning the problem of parking in
downtown Westfield. According to
Mr. La Porta, this problem has been
studied repeatedly, and every study
has determined that a parking deck
should be considered, yet no action
has been taken.

He recommended holding a refer-
endum on the ballot in the November
election. Mr. LaPorta noted that this is
a Mayoral election year and thus will
draw more interest at the polls.

“Leave it up to the citizens whether
or not a parking deck should be built
in Westfield,” he told the council.

Mr. La Porta envisions that there
will be coalitions for it and against it,
but at least an “old fashioned” debate
would begin on the issue.

The council did not seem overly
enthusiastic about the suggestion.
Second Ward Councilman Matthew
P. Albano reported that the parking
problem is incredibly complex and too
nuanced to be put on the ballot, add-
ing that funding is a big issue, as well.

Councilman Goldman said it would
be irresponsible to put a proposition
like that before the public unless there
is a concrete plan of where the garage
will be, how it will be financed, and the
total costs involved.

Second Ward Councilman James J.
Gruba finally remarked that this sug-
gestion should be passed along to the
council’s Transportation, Parking and
Traffic Committee.

The overwhelming majority of the
public would support a parking deck,
and even be willing to pay for it, Coun-
cilman Walsh surmised.

“The real question is....where,” he
added.

In the past, the debate about where
to build a parking facility has halted
efforts to address the problem.

Another problem brought to the
council’s attention on Tuesday night
concerned the sewer system. Thomas
Hessemer of Virginia Street reported
that raw sewage had backed up into
his basement for the second time in 18
months.

Mr. Hessemer, whose home owner’s
insurance does not cover raw sew-
age, has filed a claim with the town
administrator for $1,200 in damage. He
sought reassurance that the claim will
be handled as quickly and fairly as
possible.

Mr. Gottko reported that the insur-
ance claim has been filed, but he can-
not guarantee if and when it will be
paid. However, the sewer line will be
inspected this week for structural
defects, like slipped joints or root in-
trusions.

If found, such a defect would be
corrected immediately.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution in support of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, naming
Rich Andreski as Westfield represen-
tative, and First Ward Councilwoman
Gail S. Vernick as alternate.

They also passed a resolution re-
questing that state and federal offi-
cials oppose the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) proposed
260-degree departure from Newark
International Airport. In this newly-
proposed flight pattern, planes from
Newark would fly directly over West-
field, said Mayor Thomas C. Jardim.

Finally, the council passed a resolu-
tion changing the time for public Town
Council meetings from 8:30 p.m. to 8
p.m., and the conference sessions will
now be held at 7:30 p.m.

Tentative Budget Sees Hike
Of $433,000 Over Last Year
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