
Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Leader
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday
prior to publication. The Leader�s e-
mail address is press@goleader.com.
The fax number is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or faxed
materials.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no more
than 500 words in length, and include
a daytime telephone number where the
submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned months
in advance, we encourage submission
of stories as early as possible prior to
the event.

Please note that in addition to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may be delayed due to space
considerations. All submittals are sub-
ject to being cut due to length, edited
for style and clarification at the
discreation of the editor.
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Fanwood Mayor Considering Possibility
Of Congressional Run Against Mr. Franks

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Democratic Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly of Fanwood confirmed last
week that she is seriously consider-
ing challenging Republican Con-
gressman Bob Franks for his Sev-
enth District seat in November.

The Seventh District includes

municipalities in Union, Essex,
Middlesex and Somerset Counties.
In Union County, the district spans
all or parts of 17 communities, in-
cluding Westfield.

Mrs. Connelly, who was elected
Mayor of Fanwood in 1995, said she
has been meeting with a committee
to explore the possibility of a Con-

gressional run, which she described
as �something I�ve been considering
for many years.�

Congressman Franks, a former
State Assemblyman, has served three
consecutive terms of two years each.
The Berkeley Heights resident suc-
ceeded former Congressman Mat-
thew P. Rinaldo, who retired in 1992

after 20 years in office. A spokes-
woman for Congressman Franks said
Monday he is expected to run for
reelection this year.

�I�d like to be part of the organiza-
tion that makes policies, and since I
am the Mayor, I�m close to people
and understand issues at the local

Westfield School Board
Reschedules Meeting
The Westfield Board of

Education�s next meeting, origi-
nally scheduled for Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, has been rescheduled to Tues-
day, January 13, at 8 p.m. The meet-
ing will be held in the Board Room
at 302 Elm Street.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on Monday, January 12, in the
Business Secretary�s Office at 302
Elm Street. The public is invited to
attend.

The meeting will be taped and
broadcast on Channel 36 on
Wednesday, January 14, at 7 p.m.;
Thursday, January 15, at 10 p.m.,
and Monday, January 19, at 9 p.m.

UNION COUNTY FREEHOLDERS� ATTEMPT TO REPLACE UTILITIES AUTHORITY MADE HEADLINES

Battle Over Mayoral Nominations; Liquor Ordinance and Lowest
School Budget Increase in 15 Years Topped First Six Months of �97

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last year was a busy one in West-
field, with a number of fresh faces at
the Municipal Building and Board of
Education. The following is a month-
by-month recap of Westfield and
Union County government news as
reported by The Westfield Leader for
the first half of 1997. The second part
will be published next week.

January
The new year started off with a

great deal of enthusiasm, but quickly
turned sour when the two political
parties on the Town Council battled
over the list of appointments � both
paid and volunteer � to town posts,
boards and commissions.

On New Year�s Day, Westfield cel-
ebrated the inauguration of Thomas
C. Jardim as Westfield�s first Demo-
cratic Mayor in 85 years. Mayor
Jardim, at the youthful age of 31,
urged bipartisan support to solve what
he defined as the, �malingering prob-
lems of the past.�

Sworn into office with the new
Mayor were fellow Democrats John
J. Walsh and Lawrence A. Goldman,
representing the Third and Fourth
Wards, respectively, and Republicans
Gail S. Vernick, First Ward, begin-
ning her second term, and James J.
Gruba, Second Ward, beginning his
third term on the council. The three
seats plus the Mayor�s office are the
most the Democrats have ever held at
one time in the town�s history.

On January 7, after several hours of
closed door sessions separately and
together, the council was forced to
delay the appointments proposed by
Mayor Jardim due to a stalemate be-
tween Republicans and Democrats
on the council.

When the council reconvened the
following Monday, the stalemate was
finally ended after more discussion.
When the list came down, the biggest
change was a tradeoff in which the
Democrats agreed to remove An-
thony M. LaPorta, a former First
Ward Councilman and Mayoral con-
tender for their party, from a Plan-

ning Board seat, in return for the
approval by Republicans of Marion
S. Mogielnicki as Municipal Judge.

Ms. Mogielnicki, who once ran
against Republican and former Mayor
Bud C. Booth for a seat on the council
in the Second Ward, replaced Ed-
ward J. Hobbie, a 12-year incumbent
judge. Pamela McClure, a Republi-
can former council candidate in the
Third Ward and Board of Adjust-
ment member, was named to the Plan-
ning Board in Mr. LaPorta�s place.

Mr. LaPorta�s removal from the
board did not last long, however, as
William L. Brennan, another former
Democratic council candidate, de-
clined a seat on the board after being
asked to help the Mayor on several
other matters.

Since Planning Board nominations
do not require council consent, Mayor
Jardim�s decision to put Mr. LaPorta
back on the board could not be stopped
by Republicans.

Paul Strauchler was named to the
new position of Assistant Town At-
torney, a position created to put him
in line to replace Charles H. Brandt as
Town Attorney come 1998. Other
notable appointments included
Michael Diamond, a former Demo-
cratic councilman, as Public Defender
and Lawrence C. Mannino, who was
re-appointed to the zoning board,
which he chairs.

The Board of Education announced
its support for the development of an
Interactive Television (ITV) studio
for the district. ITV is a network of
video hookups which connect stu-
dents at several different sites.

Linda d. Stender was named Chair-
woman of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders as the Demo-
crats took the majority for the first
time since 1992, with a 6-3 advan-
tage. Sworn into office were Mrs.
Stender, who began her second term
on the board, Donald Goncalves of
Elizabeth and Nicholas P. Scutari of
Linden. Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan
of Elizabeth was named Vice Chair-
man of the board.

At its reorganizational meeting, the
Planning Board returned Douglas T.
Schwarz and Robert T. Newell as
board Chairman and Vice Chairman,
respectively, for the year.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce recommended that the
proposed budget of $215,000 for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the governing body of
Westfield�s Special Improvement
District (SID), be reduced by $73,500.

The Board of Adjustment approved
a variance for Maureen Garrels of
570 Westfield Avenue to convert her
one-family home into an upscale �bed
and breakfast� establishment.

Mayor Jardim announced the cre-
ation of the Westfield Expenditure

and Review Commission (WERC),
to provide recommendations on the
municipal budget process; the
Westfield Raritan Valley Commuter
Advisory Commission, to push for
direct service into Manhattan, among
its ultimate goals, and the Westfield
Solid Waste Advisory Commission,
which was assigned to address what
Mayor Jardim defined as a �broken
and expensive municipal solid waste
disposal system.�

The Board of Education approved
a plan to renovate and upgrade the
district�s administration building on
Elm Street. The cost to bring the
building up to fire code safety was
put at $550,000, with an additional
$465,000 needed for restoration and
repairs of the 81-year old building.
The report was issued by M. Disko
Engineering.

The school board rejected the
former Lincoln School building, lo-
cated at 728 Westfield Avenue, as a
relocation site for the administration
offices. Alterations for this move were
placed at $1.57 million, with an ad-
ditional $98,000 needed for moving
and relocation expenses.

The school is currently leased to
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission at $122,000 a year.

Union County Manager Ann M.
Baran unveiled a $276.5 million bud-
get, which represented a zero in-
crease in the county�s tax levy. The
budget was turned over to the Free-
holder Fiscal Affairs Committee
chaired by Freeholder Walter D.
McNeil for their changes.

As January concluded, developer
Herman �Hy� Carlinsky pulled out of
his option to purchase the Rialto The-
atre from Denver-based United Art-
ists. Plans had called for the 75-year-
old landmark to be developed for a
national retailer.

John M. Toriello announced that he
would not seek reelection to the school
board.

The month also included a sad note
with passing of Reverend Charles J.
Hudson, 61, the co-founder of the
Center for Hope Hospice in Linden.
He also said Masses at St. Helen�s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
as a weekend assistant priest.

February
Mr. LaPorta was named to the Plan-

ning Board to fill the seat of William
L. Brennan, who declined the nomi-
nation by Mayor Jardim.

Thomas Taylor declared his candi-
dacy for the school board. He previ-
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MUSIC OF THE NIGHT�Six members of The Musical Club of Westfield will perform light opera selections for �First
Night,� Westfield on New Year�s Eve, Wednesday, December 31. The group is comprised of, left to right, Linda Young,
Gary Young, Drude Sparre Roessler, Charles Roessler, Sandra Smith and Roger Hayden. Mrs. Roessler is a native of
Westfield and teaches vocal music at the Wilson Elementary School. The group will donate their �First Night� fee to the
scholarship fund of The Musical Club of Westfield. Please call (908) 232-8041 for a recorded message about other events
at �First Night,� or visit Westfield�s website www.westfieldnj.com/firstnight.

AGENCY CONSIDERS DELAY IN 260-HEADING FOR ROUTES

FAA Considers Revamping
Flight Map for East Coast
To Handle Hike in Traffic
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While a state-wide organization
continues to fight for ocean routing of
departures from Newark International
Airport, the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey is now pushing
for a complete revamp of the overall
flight map for the eastern part of the
nation � including air traffic from
the metropolitan area�s three major
airports.

Aviation officials have said they
want to address not only airplane
noise but flight delays caused by in-
creased air traffic volume.

According to the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, which
operates the area�s major airports, the
number of arrivals at Newark Airport
has steadily increased from 268,186
in 1983 to 462,000 in 1997, a number

significantly greater than the other
two major area airports - John F.
Kennedy International and
LaGuardia.

Meanwhile, Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) officials said
Monday that they would consider a
request by United States Senator Rob-
ert G. Torricelli to delay a route change
for this area, which was to take effect
this Thursday, January 1.

The Senator has asked for a delay in
the route change until Sunday, March
1.

FAA officials were scheduled to
meet with Governor Christine Todd
Whitman�s deputy chief of policy and
planning on December 30, as this
newspaper went to press, to discuss
the situation.

The Governor recently asked the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT) in Newark to utilize its com-
puter enhanced technology to see if
the ocean routing plan is a viable
solution to reduce airplane noise over
populated areas in New Jersey.

Members of the New Jersey Coali-
tion Against Aircraft Noise
(NJCAAN) have complained over a
change in routes this past year which
now has airplanes flying over popu-
lated areas of Union County.

A shift in the flight heading from
220 to 260 has pushed aircraft further
over land, according to opponents of
the plan. Aircraft used to gain altitude
while flying over the Arthur Kill wa-
terway and industrial areas.

The issue of flight patterns has been
in the news since the implementation
of the Expanded East Coast Plan in
1987. The plan, which was imple-
mented without the benefit of an En-
vironmental Impact Statement, was
aimed at reducing flight delays.

After an order by Congress, such
an environmental study was con-
ducted, resulting in the Solberg Miti-
gation Plan, at a cost of $6.5 million.

This plan was said to be the solu-
tion to noise problems for some 18,000
residents, mostly residing in the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood area. However,
when these new flight patterns were
put into play in 1996, it soon became
apparent that noise levels had actu-
ally increased.

Jerome Feder, one of Westfield�s
representatives on the Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board,
showed Port Authority air flight maps
to the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last January which indi-
cated the Solberg flight patterns were
not being followed.

Under Solberg, planes were sup-
posed to proceed south of the airport
for 9.5 miles before making a west-
erly turn to Hunterdon County.

More recently, according to
NJCAAN representatives, it was dis-
covered that airplane pilots were es-
sentially taking a shortcut and taking
off directly over heavily populated
areas.

Glenn Bales, a former FAA official
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
JUST SWORN IN...Mayor Thomas C. Jardim reaches out to shake hands with
his uncle, Union County Superior Court Judge Alexander J. Menza, after the
Judge swore him as Westfield�s first Democratic Mayor in over eight decades.
At right is the Mayor�s wife, Karen Fountain. Judge Menza retired later in the
year.

Suzette Stalker for The Westfield Leader

VICTORY FOR RIALTO...Supporters of the Rialto Theatre in Westfield
celebrated the announcement that Jesse Sayegh, President of CJM Entertain-
ment in Cedar Grove, had agreed to purchase the landmark theater from
United Artists. Pictured, left to right, are: Anthony Schilling, President of
Relocation Realty in Westfield, which brokered the deal;  Michele Picou,
former Program Manager for Westfield MainStreet; Mr. Sayegh; former
Mayor Bud C. Boothe; David Owns, spokesman for the �Save the Rialto�
Committee and Mayor Thomas C. Jardim.
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level,� explained Mrs. Connelly, who
has lived in Fanwood for 18 years.

Prior to becoming Mayor, which is a
four-year term in Fanwood, Mrs.
Connelly was the Borough Council
President and Police Commissioner for
eight years. She also served as Acting
Mayor. Mrs. Connelly is a member of
the Fanwood Planning Board, and also
guided the formation of the Fanwood
Historic Preservation Commission.

She holds a bachelor�s degree from
the College of St. Elizabeth in Con-
vent Station and a master�s degree
from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Employed by AT&T for the past 28
years, Mayor Connelly is currently a
human resources executive with the
company.

She also ran her own consulting busi-
ness dealing with profit and loss for the
firm, and said her corporate career has
given her the opportunity to work with
people from all over the world.

The Mayor conceded that to run
against an incumbent in the heavily
Republican District would be challeng-
ing, �but I won here in Fanwood, and I
think I have to prove myself to voters.�

Mayor Connelly
Considers Running

For Congress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
• Twelve hundred block of Boulevard

� unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Clifton Street

� carbon monoxide detector activation.
• Four hundred block of Poe Avenue

� system malfunction.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

• Three hundred block of Clark Street
� unintentional alarm.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
• Two hundred block of East Dudley

Avenue � automobile accident.
• Five hundred block of Carleton Road

� unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Hillcrest

Avenue � system malfunction.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25

• Six hundred block of Central Av-

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
� A Westfield woman reported to po-

lice that someone had used her credit card
number without proper authorization.

� A man reported that someone left
deep scratches on the driver�s side and
passenger�s side doors of his vehicle while
it was parked on Elm Street.

� A resident of Michael Drive reported
that two wooden figurines of the televi-
sion characters �Bart and Homer
Simpson� were removed from his front
lawn.

� Two residents of Sinclair Place, who
live next door to one another, reported the
theft of United Postal Service and Prior-
ity Mail packages from outside the front
entrances of their homes.

The packages were later recovered in
Fanwood minus the merchandise, accord-
ing to police.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
� The theft of 17 checks was reported

from a Westfield residence, authorities

said.
� Police reported that a Central Av-

enue business was burglarized by a male
suspect who was seen on the roof of the
establishment but managed to flee.

The suspect was described as a male in
his 20s, between 5 feet 10 inches and six
feet tall, with a dark complexion, slender
build, and wearing a black ski cap.

Several radios which had been stolen
from the business were found at the rear
of the building where the suspect had
fled, according to police.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
� Police reported that a Park Street

resident received harassing telephone calls.
� Brian Rooney, 18, of Fanwood and

a 17-year-old juvenile were arrested and
charged with possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana on New England Drive near
Lamberts Mill Road, according to police.

Bail for Rooney was set at $500, while
the juvenile was turned over to a guard-
ian, authorities said.

enue � assist police.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26

• Six hundred block of Carleton Road
� unintentional alarm.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Five hundred block of Parkview Av-

enue � carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

• Two hundred block of Springfield
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Sunnywood
Drive � good intent call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
• One hundred block of Hawthorne

Drive � smoke scare.
• Eleven hundred block of Boulevard

� smoke scare.
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � smoke scare.

ously served from 1984 to 1987.
The Rialto Theatre gained new life

when Jesse Sayegh, President of CJM
Entertainment in Cedar Grove, agreed
to purchase the theater from United
Artists. CJM also agreed to purchase
the Bellevue Theatre in Upper
Montclair.

The DWC approved a budget of
$226,000 for 1997. The plan included
$40,000 for holiday season lights,
$43,000 for downtown and restau-
rant guides and the Welcome Home
to Westfield holiday program. An
additional $88,500 was included for
grant writing, the director�s salary,
supplies and a quarterly newsletter.

Another $15,200 was included for
expanding existing services in the
downtown such as trash disposal,
along with the addition of power wash-
ing of sidewalks.

Dr. B. Carol Molnar announced
her intention to seek a fourth term on
the school board.

North Jersey Newspapers reached
an agreement to purchase Forbes
Newspapers, Inc., a deal which in-
cluded The Westfield Record, The
Cranford Cronicle and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Press. North Jersey
was given 60 days to review Forbes�
records as part of its letter of intent to
purchase the papers. North Jersey is
an affiliate of MediaNews Group,
Inc., out of Colorado.

North Jersey purchased the Subur-
ban News along with the Independent
Press of New Providence and Berke-
ley Heights and the Summit Herald in
1990.

The school board race officially
began at the end of the month with six
candidates seeking three seats on the
nine-member board. Joining Dr.
Molnar and Mr. Taylor were Mark
Kabakow, Michael Kessler and
Patrick Keenoy. Michael P. Madaras
decided at the last minute to seek
reelection after telling The Leader
that he would not run for office.

The school board introduced a
$50.5 million spending plan on Feb-
ruary 25, representing a 0.95 percent
increase over the previous year�s
spending plan, the lowest increase in
15 years. The budget called for an
increase of 2.47 percent in the school
portion of town property taxes.

The Town Council honored the late
Albert J. Moeller by naming a base-
ball field at Tamaques Park in his
honor. Mr. Moeller was instrumental
in the success of Westfield�s Ameri-
can Legion baseball program. A
plaque was erected at the park in his
memory. Attending the meeting were
six past commanders of the Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3.

The county Freeholders introduced
ordinances to authorize the spending
of $5.1 million to create the county�s
first magnet high school for intense
studies in mathematics, science and
technology. An existing 53,000-
square-foot building on the campus
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools in Scotch Plains was
proposed for the site.

March
James Hely announced his resigna-

tion from the Westfield Town Coun-
cil after 11 years. Mr. Hely was op-
posed only two of the six terms his
was elected as the Fourth Ward repre-
sentative. He was defeated in the race
for Mayor by Ronald Frigerio in 1984.

The Westfield Democratic Town
Committee decided on Donnell Carr
as their top choice to fill Mr. Hely�s
seat. Also included on the list of three
choices for Town Council consider-
ation were Rosemary Millet and
Madeleine Korfmacher.

The Republican-controlled coun-
cil approved the recommendation put
forward by Councilman Goldman,
the Chairman of the Democratic Com-
mittee.

The Democratic majority on the
Freeholder board unveiled an ordi-
nance to replace the nine members of
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) with a new, seven-member
authority.

While Democrats said the pur-
pose of their decision was to get an
authority that would be responsive
in addressing the imminent era of
post-waste flow controls, Republi-
cans called the move political, since
their party�s majority was being
yanked in favor of an all Demo-
cratic authority.

A Superior Court judge ruled in
April against the Freeholders� action,
thus putting back into place the origi-
nal UCUA commissioners.

The legal action was brought by the
counsel for the UCUA.

The Westfield Town Council un-
veiled a budget of $22.27 million, a
spending plan which represented an
increase of $428,799 over 1996. Also,
it was revealed by the state�s Division
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) that the
Westfield Inspection Station was on
the list of DMV stations slated to be
closed.

The council unveiled an eight-
month budget for the SID of $184,000.
The governing body also agreed to
provide a bridge loan of $59,000 to
get the DWC up and running before
its first infusion from property tax
revenues on August 1. The Chamber
came out in support of the budget.

The school board adopted a budget
of $50.61 million on March 27. The
budget included an amount of
$44,947,718 to be raised through
property taxes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

April
The Union County Democratic

Party selected Chester Holmes, a
former Rahway City Councilman and
UCUA commissioner; Alexander
Mirabella, a former Roselle Park
councilman, and Deborah Scanlon, a
member of the Union Board of Edu-
cation, to run against Republican Free-
holder incumbents Frank H. Lehr,
Henry W. Kurz and Edwin H. Force.

Freeholders faced a protest from
avid golfers over the county�s pro-
posed new telephone reservation sys-
tem for the county�s three public golf
courses. The county also proposed a
ban on metal spikes shoes on the
courses.

In its last action before the school
board election, the Board of Educa-
tion, in light of new additions to Wil-
son Elementary School on the north
side of town and Jefferson Elemen-
tary School on the south side, ap-
proved a redistricting plan to reduce
the district�s overcrowding problem.
Twelve new classrooms, six at each
school, opened in the fall of 1997.

Faced with two budget questions
under a change in state law, Westfield
voters approved both parts of the $44
million school tax levy. Voters also
reelected Dr. Molnar and elected Mr.
Taylor and Mr. Kessler to the Board
of Education.

Coming off of a devastating elec-
tion result in 1996, the local Republi-
can Party selected Gregory S.
McDermott, the son of former state
senator and current county GOP leader
Frank X. McDermott, to run in the
First Ward, and Christian A. Sepe, an
accountant, in the Fourth Ward. They
joined incumbents Matthew P.
Albano, an attorney representing the
Second Ward, and banking executive
Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., in the Third Ward.

The Democrats chose Marc A.
McCabe, employed by an insurance
brokerage and risk management firm,
in the First Ward; attorney Kenneth
Rotter in the Third Ward, and Mr.
Carr, an electrical engineer, in the
Fourth Ward.

The Freeholder board introduced a
county budget of $287.7 million, rep-
resenting a decline of .5 percent in the
county tax levy. A total of $151.7
would be raised through taxes.

The Freeholder board established
an Economic Development Commit-
tee as a standing committee of the
board.

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved the applications of Trader
Joe�s for the site of the former A&P
and, more recently, Foods & Things
and Sir Puffs Cafe, in the former
Burgdorff, Realtors, both on Elm
Street. Trader Joe�s was described as
a mix of a supermarket, grocery store
and international gourmet shop.

The cigar lounge, which will also
be the new site of the Westfield Pipe
Shop, was described as a retail cigar
business offering pipes, tobacco and
tobacco accessories. The business also
serves desserts, specialty coffees and
has an Espresso Bar. Memberships
are offered where cigar smokers can
gather and watch sporting events on a
giant TV screen.

May
The Town Council introduced a

redrafted ordinance which amends
the town law as it applies to the ser-
vice of alcoholic beverages in restau-
rants.

Representatives of the Westfield
Municipal Alliance/PANDA (Pre-
venting Alcohol and Narcotics
Abuse) and the Parent-Teacher
Council (PTC), along with the
W e s t f i e l d / M o u n t a i n s i d e
Ministerium Associates, opposed the
ordinance.

The amendment called for a
change in the law as it applies to
conditional licenses. If approved,
the change would have allowed these
restaurants to have a bar area to
serve drinks. Currently, the three
restaurants with restricted licenses
are only allowed to serve drinks at
restaurant tables where meals are
served, or in the lounge area for
patrons waiting for a table.

Susan Jacobson was named Presi-
dent of the school board for the
third consecutive year. Darielle M.
Walsh was named the new Vice
President.

The council adopted the SID bud-
get of $184,000. SID Chairman Jo-

seph Spector called the approval of
the budget the �end of a long and
thoroughly debated issue.�

The council decided to proceed
with its application to the state�s
Neighborhood Preservation Grant
Program in an effort to revitalize the
Central Avenue corridor.

The Freeholder board announced
the formation of a new Economic
Development Department. As part of
the initiative, the Freeholder commit-
tee on economic development and a
Council of Economic Advisors were
created and report to the County
Manager.

Scotch Plains police nabbed
Stephen Sarnowski, 34, of
Kenilworth, in connection with 27
burglaries in Westfield since Novem-
ber of 1996. Police recovered
$130,000 in currency, as well as thou-
sands of dollars worth of goods and
several weapons.

Cranford, Westfield and Scotch
Plains police officials participated in
the joint press conference held at the
Scotch Plains Police Department.

The DWC launched a national
search for an executive director.

Unbeknownst to Democrats on the
council, the Republican majority held
an unannounced press briefing at the
offices of The Leader, at which time
they said they would not support the
redrafted liquor ordinance. Council-
men Sullivan and Gruba originally
supported the ordinance on first read-
ing.

The ordinance was withdrawn the
following week due to lack of sup-
port on council. Mayor Jardim ac-
cused GOP council members of par-
tisan politics since the issue had been
discussed at length, including par-
ticipation by Police Chief Anthony
J. Scutti, at a council conference
meeting following the press brief-
ing. No Republicans, however, re-
ferred to their decision during the
meeting.

Vivien Cook retired as Music Di-
rector of the Madrigal Singers, a 16-
voice ensemble specializing in the
music of Europe�s Renaissance era.
Ms. Cook performed with the group
for over 30 years.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment
rejected an application for a 12-unit
apartment building on Lamberts Mill
Road.

A baby girl was found abandoned
outside of St. Paul�s Episcopal
Church. The baby was taken to Over-
look Hospital in Summit and reported
to be in good condition. Authorities
launched a wide search, including
contacting numerous hospitals, to try
and find the parents or other family
members.

Michele M. Picou left her position
as Manager of the Westfield
MainStreet program, to become Di-
rector of the Cranford downtown im-
provement program.

The Freeholders adopted a $278.69
million budget, 6-3, with Republi-
cans voting against the plan.

The Westfield �Y� expressed in-
terest in purchasing the Lincoln
School building for use as a day care
center. An open forum was scheduled
with residents living near the build-
ing to get their thoughts on the pro-
posal. The Union County Educational
Services Commission, which leases
the school as a high school for special
needs students, also expressed inter-
est in buying the building.

Mayor Jardim removed Council-
woman Vernick as Chairwoman of
the council�s Transportation, Park-
ing and Traffic Committee. Mrs.
Vernick accused the Mayor of re-
moving her as way to get revenge
for her role in defeating the liquor
ordinance. The Mayor, though, cited
the councilwoman�s leadership
qualities for his action, which he
questioned, as the main reason for
her removal as committee Chair-
woman.

Michael J. Lapolla was named the
new Union County Manager, replac-
ing Ann M. Baran, who announced
her resignation earlier in the month to
take a leadership position with the
newly-created Gateway Center for
Development at Kean University of
New Jersey.

Mr. Lapolla, a former Freeholder
Chairman in the 1980s, was previ-
ously Assistant Prosecutor for the
county.

June
The Planning Board granted a sub-

division to develop Clarence Street, a
paper street. The application was
based on combining a single lot with
property owned by the town, to create
four lots where four Colonial-style
homes would be built.

The end of an era was marked
with the closing of Westfield Drugs
& Surgical on East Broad and Elm
Streets. Co-owners Steven Baer
and Herbert Fleishman had oper-
ated the store for 18 years. The
storefront had been a drug store
since around the turn-of-the-cen-
tury.

Deputy Police Chief Owen M.
McCabe and Officer Charles A. Haller
announced their retirements from the
Westfield Police Department after a
combined 58 years.

Robert W. Brennan announced his
retirement after 31 years as Tax As-
sessor of Westfield, Kenilworth and
Garwood. Annmarie Switzer suc-
ceeded him.

A 16-year-old was charged with
aggravated assault and possession of
a weapon for unlawful purposes in
connection with allegedly firing a
semiautomatic, air-propelled
paintball handgun at a Westfield po-
lice officer.

The purchase agreement for the
sale of the Rialto Theatre from
United Artists to CJM Entertain-
ment in Cedar Grove was closed,
thus saving the 75-year-old land-
mark following a great deal of com-
munity pressure.

Mr. Sepe withdrew as the Repub-
lican candidate for the Fourth Ward
seat on the council. The Republi-
cans eventually selected Janis Fried
Weinstein, who lost her bid for a
council seat the previous Novem-
ber, to fill the vacancy on the GOP
ticket.

The council decided against con-
tinuing discussions on the school
district�s administration building
and the Lincoln School building.
The council had discussed the pos-
sibility of turning the Elm Street
building into a community center,
with the district�s offices moving
over to Lincoln. Their interest faded,
however, when it was revealed Lin-
coln would need an additional
12,000 square feet to house mainte-
nance facilities and computer op-
erations for the district.

The following week Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. William J. Foley,
recommended that the district keep
its administrative offices at the Elm
Street building. The cost of renovat-
ing the Elm building was placed at
$774,000, compared to the $4.4 mil-
lion to move to Lincoln, including
construction of a new maintenance
facility.

Patrick Gaines was named the new
Executive Director of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Gaines was
previously the Administrative Direc-
tor of the Des Moines Metro Opera in
Iowa and was second horn with the
Omaha Symphony Orchestra and the
Lincoln Symphony Orchestra in Ne-
braska.

The council decided to approve the
vacating of the right-of-way on
Clarence Street, an undeveloped street
between Scotch Plains Avenue and
Lamberts Mill Road, thus paving the
way for development of four Colo-
nial-style homes on a seven-acre par-
cel. The Villane family plans to de-
velop the other side of the street,
which has been on town maps for
some 30 years.

The school district announced the
retirement of Samuel H. Hazell, Prin-
cipal of Edison Intermediate School;
Edward J. Braynock, Principal of
McKinley Elementary School, and
Kelley Kissiah, Director of Interme-
diate Education and former Princi-
pal at Jefferson Elementary School.

The Freeholder board took action
to remove county accounts from First
Union Bank due to the depository�s
fingerprinting policy for non-account
holders.

ADVOCACY ADDRESSED�Westfield residents Stuart and Beverly Awbrey,
right, join Patricia Lombreglia, Board President of the Northern New Jersey
Chapter of the Alzheimer�s Association, based in Parsippany, at the chapter�s
annual meeting, held recently at GPU Service, Inc., in Parsippany. The chapter
offers programs and services for people affected by Alzheimer�s disease, who
reside in Union, Bergen, Passaic, Hudson, Essex, Morris, Warren, Sussex,
Hunterdon, Somerset and Middlesex Counties. For additional information on
chapter services and resources, please contact the chapter at 299 Cherry Hill
Road, Parsippany, 07054, or call (973) 316-6676.

Mayoral Nominations; Liquor Ordinance and Lowest
School Budget Increase Topped First Six Months of �97

turned consultant who helped de-
sign the Expanded East Coast Plan
routes, has been hired by New Jersey
Citizens for Environmental Re-
search, a group which received fund-
ing to proceed with ocean routing
plan.

Mr. Bales said that since the new
routes will have planes flying shorter
distances before gaining altitude,
more residents will be impacted by
increased noise.

Noting that up until now there has
not been sufficient facts put on the
table to review ocean routing, Mr.
Bales noted that NJCAAN would
attend the meeting with the
Governor�s policy and planning of-
ficial, Liz Murray, at which time
computer-generated data, including
the impact on populated areas, will
be shown. The data indicates flight
paths in both animated and simu-
lated form in five-minute intervals,
showing changes in altitudes.

The data, he said, will show ex-
actly how the new routes will reduce
air noise by giving airplanes room to
climb in altitude before heading back
over land.

NJCAAN has been unsuccessful
in trying to obtain data of the new
FAA routes so that similar informa-
tion can be generated to compare the
FAA plan against that of the ocean
routing plan.

FAA officials have consistently
rejected ocean routing, saying the
plan will force airplanes to fly greater
distances, thus costing airlines more
money by burning more fuel.

The FAA indicated a few weeks
ago that it still intends to implement
the 260-degree route, which will send
several hundred jets over Clark,
Dunellen, Edison, Green Brook, Lin-
den Middlesex, Piscataway, Rahway,
South Plainfield, and parts of
Woodbridge. The new routing will
result in the shifting of 25 percent of
Newark Airport�s departing flights.

Mr. Feder has said the change from
the previous 220-degree heading,
where airplanes climbed over indus-
trial areas and the Arthur Kill before
reaching an altitude of 3,500 feet
before flying over residential areas,
to the 260-heading will result in air-

planes flying 1,000 feet lower when
traveling over populated areas. This,
he noted, will significantly increase
noise levels in populated areas.

The FAA has said the new revised
flight paths included in the revamp-
ing of the decade-old flight map,
would take advantage of new satel-
lite technology that was not avail-
able when the current map was
drawn.

Tom Bosco, the Port Authority�s
Liaison to the FAA, told reporters at
Monday�s press conference that the
Expanded East Coast Plan was de-
signed when the three major metro-
politan airports were handling
800,000 flights, the least of which
were from Newark.

That number has risen to an esti-
mated 1,169,000 flights in 1997.
Newark now has the most traffic �
over 100,000 more than LaGuardia.

After hearing the new proposal
for rerouting, Pamela Barsam-
Brown of Scotch Plains, Executive
Director of the 5,000-member
NJCAAN, said the plan is great for
a long-range solution but that the
FAA needs to address the increased
air noise in the meantime.

Under ocean routing, departing
Newark flights would fly towards
the Arthur Kill and out over the
Raritan Bay to the Atlantic Ocean
east of Monmouth County before
proceeding south or west and back
over land.

Mr. Bales said the ocean routing
could be implemented in about a
year if the FAA decides to go in that
direction.

�I definitely feel that ocean rout-
ing will provide relief to the greatest
number of people. But I don�t think
that will happen over night,� he said.

Monday�s conference was ar-
ranged by Senator Torricelli. Mean-
while, legislators including State
Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains and
Assemblymen Richard H. Bagger
of Westfield and Alan M. August-
ine of Scotch Plains have all writ-
ten the Governor, asking her to pres-
sure the Port Authority to actively
oppose the new 260-turn for air-
planes.

FAA Considers Revamping
Flight Map for East Coast
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CRIME SPREE ENDS�Law enforcement officers display a cache of money,
valuables and weapons recovered following the May 2arrest of Kenilworth
resident Stephen Sarnowski in Scotch Plains on charges of burglary and theft.
The suspect is believed to have committed more than 50 burglaries in several area
communities over a six-month period, including five in the township. Pictured,
left to right, are: Detective John Rowe of the Westfield Police Department,
Investigator Donnell Joyce of the Scotch Plains Police Department, Scotch
Plains Police Chief Thomas O�Brien, and Officer Arthur Bruschetti of Scotch
Plains, who made the arrest.


