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GRANTS FOR INTERNET ACCESS, ARTS, PARKS ARE INTIATIVES FOR ’98

New Freeholders Join County Bd.;
Daniel Sullivan Named Chairman

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Calling it a “proud day for the Demo-
cratic Party” of Union County, the
party’s Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo and other party leaders
welcomed three new Democrats to
the Board of Chosen Freeholders
during a ceremony Sunday afternoon
before a standing-room only crowd
in the court room of Union County
Superior Court Judge Edward W.
Beglin, Jr.

By virtue of their sweeping victory
last November against the last three
Republicans on the board, Frank H.
Lehr, Henry W. Kurz and Edwin H.
Force. Democrats now have a com-
manding 9-0 majority.

Rahway Mayor James Kennedy, a
Democrat, in addressing the press, as-
serted that despite these numbers, citi-
zens can be assured that the board’s
members “both new and old” are “free
thinkers” and that there will be “much
debate” before conclusions are reached
on issues facing the board in 1998.

Union Township Board of Educa-
tion member Deborah P. Scanlon, re-
tired Rahway Police Detective and City
Councilman Chester Holmes and former
Roselle Park Councilman Alexander
Mirabella were all sworn into three-
year terms on the nine-member board.

Also sworn in was Democrat Ann P.
Conti of Mountainside, thus begin-
ning her fourth five-year term as Union
County Surrogate.

Freeholder Mirabella, recalling his
past experience during his six years on
the Roselle Park Borough Council, said
he plans to institute meetings with
county residents — similar to what he
started in his home town. He said the
meetings will be open to all county
residents regardless of party affiliation.

He said at the end of this year county
residents should see cleaner and safer
parks, a greater investment in addi-
tional recreational facilities, continued
county property tax stabilization, “cre-
ativity and wide investment of county
resources in the area of economic de-
velopment,” and completing “the final
chapter in lower cost solid waste man-
agement for our municipalities.”

Freeholder Mirabella pledged to
“work to make Union County a great
place to own a business, be a proud
and productive worker and a great
place to raise a family.”

Freeholder Scanlon was described
as a “bright and innovative leader” by
Joseph P. Cryan, Municipal Chairman
of the Union Township Democratic
Committee. He said Mrs. Scanlon is
“someone who follows her convic-
tions very, very well” and a person
who “has her priorities in order.”

Freeholder Scanlon said she is “ea-
ger” to get to work in her new capacity
to begin on the board’s goals of

projects and programs aimed at “im-
proving the quality of life for children
and families and women in need” in
the county — all of which she said are
high on her list of priorities.

Freeholder Scanlon also said she
will work with the board in continuing
its efforts to make Union County the
“economic pace setter for the state”
while implementing initiatives that
“put people and industry together
through private sector employment.”

“Jobs build families; they build
hope. They build a bright future for
Union County and clearly our resi-
dents deserve no less,” Freeholder
Scanlon stated.

Citing her campaign pledge this past
fall, the new Freeholder promised to
ensure  that all residents — particu-
larly working women and children —
“have a voice” on the board.

Freeholder Holmes’ personality,
dedication to public service, and pride
in what he does was described by
Mayor Kennedy as “second to none.”

“We do not consider this our loss in
the City of Rahway because we realize
he will be pursing in the steps of (former
Freeholder) Walter McLeod who was
somewhat of Chet’s mentor much of his
political career,” said Mayor Kennedy.

Freeholder Holmes said watching
young people grow up and guiding
them in the right direction has always
been of special concern to him and for
which he will direct his efforts as a
Freeholder.

In this regard, he said one of the
paramount issues facing the 1998
board is to find a new facility to house
juvenile offenders. Freeholder Holmes
said the problem is not just the deten-
tion of youth offenders but preven-
tion of such crimes as well.

“When the state announced last
year that drug use among children
was up it should be a shot to all elected
officials; so we must do a better job of
educating our children to the dangers
of drugs,” he emphasized.

Among other areas of importance,
he cited the need to rebuild the
Lawrence Street Bridge in Rahway as
well as addressing the county’s road-
way system and solving the solid

waste disposal problem to “ensure
the lowest rates possible for the users
from Union County.”

Sworn into leadership posts were
Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, now in his fourth year on the
board, as Chairman and sophomore
Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari as Vice
Chairman.

Among the initiatives of Freeholder
Sullivan for this year are “First Ac-
cess 2000,” a plan which will enable all
classrooms in Union County, cover-
ing some 71,000 public school stu-
dents, to have computers, access to
the Internet and state-of-the-art
equipment by the year 2000.

He proposed a capital commitment
of $3 million over the next three years
for the program. In an effort to pre-
serve open space in Union County,
the new chairman has proposed a $1
million matching grant program for
towns for land acquisition and play-
ground upgrades under a program
called “Project Pocket Park.”

Matching Grants of up to $100,000
will be available for creation of parks
or playgrounds, with $25,000 avail-
able for towns looking to build or
replace a playground.

Freeholder Sullivan has also pro-
posed a $100,000 grants program which
will provide up to $5,000 to local artists,
theater groups, painters, potters, pres-
ervationists, etc. through a county-
funded program entitled “Union Arts.”
He noted that the Democrats have
elevated the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs to a full-fledged divi-
sion in county government.

Freeholder Sullivan promised resi-
dents another reduction in the county
tax levy, similar to the one in 1997.

“The Democratic majority believes
in smart, efficient and effective gov-
ernment and we have the team in place
to make that happen,” he said.

FORMER COUNCILMAN BARRE NAMED PUBLIC DEFENDER

Mountainside Mayor Promises
Another Tax Decrease in 1998

By MARK YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Pointing with pride toward last year’s
overall tax decrease, Mountainside
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti promised
that borough residents will experience
even more in overall savings for 1998
as both he and the Borough Council
met for their annual reorganization
meeting Tuesday night.

Mayor Viglianti, who is beginning
his 19th year on the governing body
and his ninth as Mayor, said the bor-
ough is “projecting an additional re-
duction” of between $350 to $500 per
household, some five times more than
residents experienced in 1997.

At the same time, the Mayor added,
the borough will seek increased ser-
vices, such as additional parking
“around” the borough’s library, as well
as a way “to improve and upgrade our
roads,” sewer and storm water systems.

“Last year this administration
pledged to you that there would be a
reduction in your 1997 tax dollars,”
Mayor Viglianti stated, “and there was.
I again assure you that this reduction
will occur and that Mountainside will
continue having the lowest effective
tax rate in Union County and possibly
being one of the lowest effective tax
rates in Central New Jersey.”

“I know that our local Board of
Education is as concerned about your
tax dollar as is this governing body,”
he continued. “I don’t know about the
(Board of Chosen) Freeholders.

“Their recent actions have led me to
believe that they could care less about
you and I, and that they are on a
spending spree. I sincerely hope that
I am incorrect,” the Mayor stated.

Also, newly-reelected Councilmen

Ronald W. Romak and Thomas Perrotta
were sworn in to new three-year terms,
while the council approved a package
of appointments, including former
Councilman Bart A. Barre as the
borough’s first-ever Public Defender.

John N. Post was reappointed once
again as Borough Attorney.

Keith C. Turner received unanimous
approval as Council President, replac-
ing Councilman Werner C. Schon.

Councilman Paul Mirabelli was ap-
pointed as Liaison to the
Mountainside Planning Board.

At the same time, the council ap-
proved the hiring of Andrew Huber of
Springfield, a recent graduate of the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains, as the borough’s new-
est police officer.

A sizable portion of the meeting
went toward the citation of several of
the borough’s police officers for re-
cent duties performed.

Included among those cited by
Police Chief William Alder were:

• Officers Michael Perrotta and
Michael Jackson for restoring vital
signs to a “man down” (electrocuted)
on July 21 at a commercial business on
Globe Avenue.

• Detective Sergeant Richard Osieja
and Corporal Kenneth Capobianco for
their efforts on December 8 in arresting
three juveniles for attempted car theft
the same day in the Sony/Loews park-
ing lot on Route No. 22, East.

• Officer Andrew Sullivan for ar-
resting three suspected car thieves
on August 2, also at Sony.

• Detective Osieja, this time for
assisting an Elizabeth patrolman in
subduing and apprehending a sus-
pect for an attempted carjacking on

December 11.
And Corporal Allan Attanasio,

whose involvement in a high-speed
car chase through six or more towns
on July 23 helped lead to the arrest of
a suspect wanted for both armed rob-
bery and the attempted murder of an
Essex County Police Chief.

“I thank you for coming,” Mayor
Viglianti concluded shortly before ad-
journment of the meeting. “I also want
to thank the police department; they
are bright, dedicated young people.

“We get the cream of the crop; we
get applications from all over the state.
They want to make law enforcement a
career, and they are doing extremely
well,” he remarked.

Petty Officer Meyer
Serving Overseas

During the Holidays
While most Americans are celebrating

the holiday season at home or with family,
Navy Petty Officer First Class Brian S.
Meyer, whose wife, Diane, is the daughter
of Howard D. Rodgers of Fanwood, is
spending this time of year deployed to
Gaeta, Italy, on the staff of Commander,
Sixth Fleet.

Petty Officer Meyer is one of more than
65,000 Marines, sailors and Coast Guards-
men who are serving their country sepa-
rated from their families and loved ones
during this holiday period.

The 1987 graduate of Hastings Senior
High School joined the Navy in August of
that year.

The Sixth Fleet is divided into a variety
of forces, including an aircraft carrier battle
group, an amphibious ready group with an
embarked reinforced battalion of United
States Marines, support ships. land-based
patrol aircraft and submarines.


