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New Law Protects Railroads
From Trespassers’ Lawsuits
Legislation sponsored by Assem-

blyman Alan M. Augustine that
grants railroads immunity from liabil-
ity for injuries sustained by trespass-
ers on railroad property was signed
into law on January 8 by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman.

Assemblyman Augustine repre-
sents the 22nd Legislative District,
which includes Fanwood, Scotch

Plains, Westfield and Mountainside.
Under the new law, any adult who is

injured by railroad equipment while
attempting to commit suicide, while
under the influence of non-medically
prescribed drugs or alcohol, or while
engaging in unreasonable conduct,
would be unable to recover any dam-
ages from the company owning or
operating the railroad.

Unreasonable conduct would in-
clude attempting to board or disem-
bark from a moving train, according to
the Assemblyman’s office.

Assemblyman Augustine said he
was prompted to sponsor the Railroad
Immunity Act because “taxpayers were
paying exorbitant amounts to settle
cases brought against the railroads by
trespassers.”

In one incident, a Princeton Uni-
versity student, under the influence
of alcohol, was injured when he
climbed atop a transit engine and came
into contact with high voltage equip-
ment.

Even though the student was a tres-
passer who went into an area that was
properly isolated by a fence, he sued
the railroad company and NJ Transit
was forced to pay him a $3.6 million
settlement.

“Cases such as the one involving
the Princeton student have been in-
creasing over the years,” Assembly-
man Augustine said, “and it was time
we held people accountable for their
actions.”

Since 1987, NJ Transit has paid $24
million to settle more than 300 claims.
According to Shirley DeLibero, NJ
Transit Executive Director, claims have
included those made by motorists who
were injured when they ignored cross-
ing gates and tried to beat a train,
bicyclists struck while peddling on the
tracks, people hit in a losing game of
“chicken,” and the relatives of people
who intentionally stepped in front of a
train.

Assemblyman Augustine’s bill does
not affect passengers injured in train
wrecks, such as the 1996 NJ Transit
crash near Secaucus that killed three
people.

“The measure also does not ab-
solve the railroads from their respon-
sibility in terms of safety precautions,”
the Assemblyman added.

Certificate Program
In Materials Mgmt.
Available at College
Union County College will provide

basic knowledge leading to a career in
materials management through a non-
credit certificate program. Three of
seven required courses are available
during the spring semester.

Students can tailor their course
schedule to fit their personal routine.
Job-seeking assistance is provided
upon successful program completion.

Courses for the materials manage-
ment certificate program include “Ma-
terials Management,” “Procurement
Practices and Principles,” “Dynamics
of Inventory Management,” “Quality
Improvement,” “Physical Distribution
Systems,” “Systems Management”
and “Materials Management Issues
and Implications.”

“Dynamics of Inventory Manage-
ment” will be available during the
spring semester. Through this course,
students will learn to manage materi-
als in a changing business environ-
ment.

The course will be held from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. on Mondays, March 2
through May 4.

Students can also take “Materials
Management,” which will be held from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, March
3 through May 5.

The college will also offer “Materials
Management Issues and Implications”
during the spring semester. It will be
held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days, March 4 through May 6.

All courses will be offered at the
Cranford campus.

Those interested in further infor-
mation should call the college’s Divi-
sion of Continuing Education and
Community Services at (908) 709-7600.

TAKING A TOUR...The Princeton Museum was the site of a recent visit by 80
students from the Westfield and Plainfield public schools, who attend the
Plainfield/Westfield Latin Program, now in its sixth year. Fifth-grader Stephanie
McRae from Plainfield, Westfielders Katie Rae Mulvey, Megan Fowler and
Marie-Clair Hausseguy, and Plainfield student Monica Young, left to right,
stroll on the grounds of the museum after visiting its Greek and Roman gallery.
The trip supplements the students’ regular Saturday morning classes, which
are rotated between Westfield and Plainfield public schools.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco
Signs Laws on Drunk Driving

State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, serving as Acting Gov-
ernor December 30, signed two pieces
of legislation.

Senator DiFrancesco enacted a law
that allows for stiffer penalties for
repeat drunk driving offenders with
out-of-state records, and created a 15-
member panel to select the New Jer-
sey state commemorative coin design.

The Senate President signed A-
932, sponsored by Assembly Mem-
bers Paul Kramer and Barbara Wright,
Republicans representing Mercer and
Middlesex Counties, respectively, and

Senator Joseph Bubba, a Republican
representing Essex and Passaic Coun-
ties. The law recognizes all out-of-
state driving while intoxicated (DWI)
convictions as prior convictions for
penalty computation purposes.

The law will enable New Jersey
courts to impose stiffer penalties on
repeat DWI offenders who have been
previously convicted on DWI charges
in other states.

Senator DiFrancesco also signed
AJR-68, sponsored by Assembly
member Kip Bateman, representing
Morris and Somerset Counties, and
Senator DiFrancesco, which creates a
commission to select the proposed
design for the New Jersey State coin
as part of the federal 50 States Coin
Program.

The 15-member commission will
consist of members of the public, five
each appointed by the Governor, Sen-
ate President, and Assembly Speaker.

“The federal Commemorative Coin
Program offers New Jersey a unique
opportunity to showcase and honor a
part of our culture, folklore and his-
tory, while at the same time educate
America’s youth about the diversity
and geography of the 50 states.

“I am proud to have sponsored the
initiative that supports this effort and
look forward to the proposed design
set forth by the newly-created Com-
memorative Coin Design Commis-
sion,” said Senator DiFrancesco.

The commission will submit its pro-
posed design to the Governor and the
Legislature for transmittal to the Sec-
retary of the United States Treasury
within 120 days of the commission’s
first meeting.

Musical Club to Hold
Auditions on Feb. 4

The Musical Club of Westfield will
hold auditions for men and women on
Wednesday, February 4.

Interested individuals may call Ruth
Boyer at (908) 233-5847.

The purpose of the Musical Club is
to provide opportunities for perform-
ers and to give college scholarships
to music majors.

Local Students Nominated
For Admission to Academies

Sage R. Stefiuk

Congressman Bob Franks has an-
nounced that two Westfield and two
Scotch Plains residents have been
nominated for admission to United
States service academies.

Sage Ruth Stefiuk and Daniel Todd
are the nominees from Westfield, and
Christopher DeSantis and Andrea
Maggi are the candidates from Scotch
Plains.

They were among 24 students to be
nominated by the Congressman this
year for admission to one or more of
the four United States service acad-
emies – Air Force, Naval, Military and
Merchant Marine.

The nominations were based on the
candidate’s academic excellence and
strength as a community leader. The
nominees also underwent a rigorous
review and interview process from
Congressman Franks’ Academy Re-
view Board.

Daniel Todd

Christopher DeSantis

Andrea Maggi

This board, composed of commu-
nity leaders from the Seventh Con-
gressional District, helps the Con-
gressman nominate up to 10 students
for admission to each of the four ser-
vice academies.

Congressman Franks represents
the Seventh District, which includes

Scotch Plains Animal Hospital.
Christopher and Andrea, both se-

niors, are students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Christopher
plays for the varsity soccer team and
is an active member of the high
school’s DECA, an association of
marketing students.

Andrea runs varsity track and field,
cross country and serves as presi-
dent of the school’s Bible Club.

The achievement of the Congres-
sional nomination is but one step in
the admissions process. The admis-
sions decision now rests with each
individual service academy.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside.

The Congressman nominated Sage
for admission to the United States
Naval Academy, and Daniel to the
Military Academy.

Both students are seniors at West-
field High School. Sage is a member of
the varsity soccer and track and field
teams, as well as a member of the
Environmental and Spanish Clubs.

Daniel is a varsity soccer player, wres-
tler and lacrosse player. He also volun-
teers at Children’s Specialized Hospital
and works as a kennel assistant at the

Assemblyman to Discuss
Drug-Free Workplace Bills

The Union County Coalition for the
Prevention of Substance Abuse, led by its
Business Task Force, will host an infor-
mation session with Assemblyman Rich-
ard H. Bagger on Wednesday, January 21,
at 9 a.m. to discuss two bills, A-2500 and

A-674, which focus on the implementa-
tion of drug-free workplace programs.

The session will be held at the Union
Hospital Community Resource Center,
located at 973-A Stuyvesant Avenue in
Union. Assemblyman Bagger represents
the 22nd Legislative District, which in-
cludes Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield
and Mountainside.

Assemblyman Bagger established these
two bills which set guidelines for drug-free
workplace programs. Assembly Bill A-
2500 offers direction and options for
implementation, while Assembly Bill A-
674 provides a 5 percent reduction in
workers’ compensation insurance premi-
ums to companies that comply with re-
quirements.

The Union County Coalition, a pro-
gram of the Saint Barnabas Behavioral
Health Network, is a three-year grant
funded by the United States Center for
Substance Abuse Prevention which fo-
cuses on increasing substance abuse pre-
vention efforts in Union County.

Space is limited, so those interested in
attending are asked to register by tomor-
row, Friday, January 16. For directions or
for more information, please call Nicole
Koroghlian at (908) 686-6644.


