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Scouts, Music Studio Host
Neighborhood Council Party

HOLIDAY TRIVIA…Paul Nazzaro leads a trivia game with adults and children
during a recent holiday party sponsored by Westfield Cub Scout Pack No. 171
and the Paul Nazzaro Music Studio in Westfield. The scouts brought gifts,
which were collected and donated by Kay-Bee Toys in Westfield. Partygoers also
enjoyed activities and refreshments, and sang Hanukkah and Christmas songs.

The holiday spirit was in full swing
this year at the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council. Westfield Cub Scout
Pack No. 171 and the Paul Nazzaro
Music Studio sponsored a holiday
party on December 19 for the children
who participate in the Neighborhood
Council’s after-school program.

About 27 students ages 6 through
12 enjoyed many activities planned
for them by the scouts and the music
studio. The party was led by Ludy
Betancourt, a Den mother in Cub Scout
Pack No. 171’ Esella Johnson, Direc-
tor of the Westfield Neighborhood
Council, and Paul Nazzaro, from his
piano studio in Westfield.

The party helped the scouts demon-
strate the giving spirit for their achieve-
ment badge “Ways We Worship.”

Scouts who participated were Scott
Dyer, Ian and William Schwartz, Troy
Johnson, Julian Betancourt, and their
parents.

The scouts brought gifts donated
by the employees of Kay-Bee Toys in
Westfield. Sylvia Dias, a store man-
ager, set up a toy drive, and she and
her staff personally donated gifts.

Gifts were also donated by other
friends and parents of the Cub Scout
pack. The scouts additionally pro-
vided refreshments for all those in-
volved.

Mr. Nazzaro brought the studio’s
digital keyboard and provided music
for the duration of the party, as well as
leading the students in singing Ha-

nukkah and Christmas songs.
One of Mr. Nazzaro’s students,

Julian Betancourt, also provided en-
tertainment by playing a few holiday
songs. A holiday trivia game was also
led by Mr. Nazzaro.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council has been a non-profit organi-
zation since 1969 and is part of the
United Fund of Westfield.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council services youth ages 6 through
12, as well as teenagers and the adult
community of Westfield.

It offers programs such as the stu-
dent tutorial enrichment program, an
evening teenage program and classes
in bridge.

For more information about getting
involved with the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council, please call (908)
233-2772.

Fourth Graders Hold
Harvest Luncheon

Fourth graders at Elementary
School One in Scotch Plains recently
celebrated the completion of their
study of the Northeastern United
States with a harvest luncheon fea-
turing foods from each of the states
they studied.

In the weeks leading up to the lun-
cheon, the students had done exten-
sive research projects about the his-
tory of the individual northeastern
states.

In preparation for the feast, the
students created decorative place
mats and centerpieces. Some of the
foods sampled by the students and
teachers at the feast included shrimp,
macaroni and cheese, cranberry bread,
hot pretzels, and blueberry and pump-
kin pies.

NORTHEAST FEAST...Students from Carol Rosner’s fourth-grade class at
Elementary School One in Scotch Plains sample a feast of foods from the
northeast, after completing extensive research projects about the northeastern
states. The Northeast Festival has become an annual event for the fourth-grade
classes at School One. Pictured, left to right, are: Laura Percoco, Nicholas Hall
Billsback, Patrina Hillman, Eboni Gonzales and Chris Cooper.

John Rutter’s Works on Tap
For Choral Society Concert

The Choral Art Society of New Jer-
sey will present a concert of John
Rutter’s works, Psalmfest and The
Sprig of Thyme at 8 p.m. this Saturday,
January 17.

The concert will be held at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, lo-
cated at the corner of Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue. Newly appointed
as Director of the society, Kathleen
Healy-Wedsworth will conduct the
Choral Art Society and the its cham-
ber orchestra in the Rutter works.
James S. Little will provide organ ac-
companiment.

Soloists for the Psalmfest are so-
prano Andi Curtin and tenor Cameron
Cahoon. In addition, the Westfield
High School Chorale, conducted by
William Mathews and accompanied
by Kristine Smith Morasso, will per-
form excerpts from the Vivaldi Gloria.

Ms. Healy-Wedsworth is known in
New Jersey as a recitalist, accompanist
and conductor, and is the Minister of
Music at United Reformed Church in
Somerville, where she oversees a min-
istry of five singing choirs, five hand-
ball choirs and a choir chime group.

The performance will also feature
the talents of Mr. Little on organ. He
has been the organist and Choirmas-
ter of Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit since 1993, where he con-
ducts several choirs. For 21 years, Mr.

Andi Curtin

Little was the director of the Men’s
Glee Club at The Pingry School.

The first performance of Psalmfest
was given in 1993. The nine move-
ments of the work were written over a
period of 20 years and seven of them
have been published separately as
anthems, according to spokeswoman
Ann DeCamp.

Soloists for the Psalmfest are Ms.
Curtin, soprano, and Mr. Cahoon, tenor.

Mr. Cahoon is a professional tenor
with the Calvary Chorale, most re-
cently appearing as a soloist in
Handel’s Messiah. A native of Utah,
he has performed since age 7 and
toured Europe as a soloist with the
Mormon Youth Symphony.

Ms. Curtin is also a professional
soloist with the Calvary Chorale and
is a volunteer member and soloist with
the Summit Chorale. She has received
critical acclaim for her solo perfor-
mances in Mozart’s Requiem,
Handel’s Messiah, Faure’s Requiem
and Orff’s Carmina Burana. She also
has starred in several musicals, in-
cluding Carousel, Once Upon a Mat-
tress and Irene.

“The Sprig of Thyme was published
in 1994 and demonstrates John
Rutter’s gift for transforming preexist-
ing tunes into delightful choral ar-
rangements. A cycle of English, Irish
and Scottish folk-song settings for
mixed choir with chamber ensemble,
the work shows Rutter’s creativity in
reflecting texts with musical lan-
guage,” said Ms. DeCamp.

Solos voice parts in The Sprig of
Thyme will be performed by Choral
Society members Suzanne Beeny-
Jones, Elsa Hahn, Virginia Toenes,
Maryann Dolling, Peggy Williamson
and Helen Armstrong.

The Choral Art Society of New Jer-
sey, Inc. is a non-profit, community
chorus of about 70 singers which per-
form great choral works. Mary Beth
McFall is the rehearsal accompanist for
the group. The chorus performs two to
three concerts each year in Westfield.

Admission to the January 17 con-
cert is $15; $10 for seniors and stu-
dents, at the door. For further informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-2455.
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