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GETTING WARMED UP...Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, “First Night”
Steering Committee member Barbara Karp and Perry Zettersten of Trader
Joe’s specialty grocery store warm up on New Year’s Eve at Westfield’s annual
“First Night” celebration. Trader Joe’s donated free cookies and hot chocolate
for those attending the evening which featured a Grand Procession, a wide
variety of entertainment with over 50 performers and a Grand Finale at
midnight for the whole family and for all ages.

Westfield’s Downtown Turned
Into Artistic Ctr. by ‘First Night’
Once again this past New Year’s

Eve, downtown Westfield was turned
into a musical, theatrical and artistic
center, a place to see a vast array of
entertainers, from the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Strings Orchestra,
to bluegrass, jazz, Klezmer and cham-
ber music; from Irish or African danc-
ers to a master hypnotist, from current
trends in comedy to the classic drama
of Shakespeare.

The entertainers performed in
schools and churches, as well as the
Westfield “Y,” the National Guard
Armory and the Westfield Municipal
Building.

“Organizers estimate that over 4,000
persons attended the successful and
well-organized evening in spite of the
second year of bitter cold,” said Jill
Sitcer, who is in charge of publicity for
“First Night.”

However, attendees stayed warm
because most of the entertainment
was indoors and participants could
see several different acts in one loca-
tion.

“For one low admission price, there
were over 50 performers to choose
from, in 13 sites grouped in three
general areas near the downtown.
Driving from one site to another was
possible and parking was not diffi-
cult,” she explained.

The day began with afternoon en-
tertainment and crafts for children age
4 to 12 in the Armory and at Westfield
High School (WHS). The children were
treated to a stilt walker, bounce, a
giant twister game, a balloon artist,
clowns, dancing, singing and a chance
to make a hat for the Grand Proces-
sion, “First Night’s” traditional kick-
off parade around town.

The Grand Procession began at 6

p.m. and was attended by nearly 200
warmly-dressed revelers in costume
or decorated hats, some carrying ban-
ners or giant puppets, and led by the
WHS percussion band.

At 7 p.m., the music, entertainers
and dancers and singers all began
their evening of performances in mul-
tiple locations around town.

Children were entertained by the
puppetry of Preston Foerder or the
interactive songfest of Jeanne
DePodwin. Classical music enthusi-
asts enjoyed the symphony and the
Paul Somers Quartet, while dance lov-
ers chose from country and western
line dancing, ballroom dancing, or
swinging with the King’s Road Swing
Band featuring Cynthia Merrill, Alice
Miller and Kate Zogg.

The mind-reading feats of Marc
Sky were said to be extraordinary and
the magic of Anthony Masi amazed
and mystified the crowd.

The Westfield Optimist Club took
charge of the Grand Finale, a count-
down-to-midnight ball drop, which
took place at Quimby and Elm Streets.
A crowd of about 300 attended the
finale and rang in the new year, de-
spite the cold weather.

Organizers are already beginning
to plan “First Night,” Westfield ’99.
This year’s celebration of the arts was
bigger and better than the first, and
the Steering Committee said it intends
to add other sites and additional en-
tertainment next year.

Anyone who would like to take part
in the fundraising, planning or orga-
nizing for the event is asked to call the
Westfield “Y” at (908) 233-2700, and
ask for Julia Black, Steering Commit-
tee Chairwoman, to discuss how they
might help.

Youth and Family Counseling
Slates Annual Benefit Concert
The Youth and Family Counseling

Service will hold its Eighth Annual
Benefit concert on Saturday, March
21, at 8 p.m. in St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

The Counseling Service provides
professional counseling to the towns
of Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford,

Garwood, Mountainside, Rahway,
Scotch Plains and Westfield.

The Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea , under the direction of Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson, will perform
again.

For more information, please call
the office at (908) 233-2042.

Alliance for Arts Education Head
To Speak Before Westfield Group

Marete Wester

Marete Wester, Executive Director
for the Alliance for Arts Education/
New Jersey, will speak at the next
meeting of the Westfield Coalition for
the Arts on Wednesday, January 21,
at 7:45 p.m. in Room No. 121 (choral
room) at Westfield High School. The
public is invited to attend.

Ms. Wester’s topic will be art advo-
cacy and core curriculum standards
for the arts.

The Alliance is a statewide advo-
cacy and service organization whose
primary mission is to strengthen and
promote arts education in New Jersey.
Executive Director since 1991, Ms.
Wester has led the agency’s transi-
tion from a largely volunteer-driven
association to a professionally-man-
aged non-profit organization.

In 1992, the Alliance launched, in
partnership with the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and New Jersey
Network, a major arts education aware-
ness campaign, Arts for Everykid.

As part of the campaign, Ms. Wester
developed workshops and training
programs, and designed information
and ongoing resources to help build
coalitions for arts education locally
and at the state level. She also serves

on the New Jersey Core Curriculum
Frameworks in the Arts Overview
Committee.

The Westfield Coalition for the Arts
was organized in 1996 to act as an
advocate for fine and performing arts
in education. It’s goal is to preserve
and enhance the music, drama and art
programs in Westfield schools. For
more information, please call Catherine
Marchant, President, at (908) 654-
1540.

Grant-Washington School
Gearing Up for 50th Show

SHOW TIME…Chorus leaders, pictured left to right, Elizabeth Scollon,
MaryAnne Markowski and Judy Gale, get ready for the 50th annual Grant-
Washington School Show, “The Big Five 0,” which will open on Friday,
February 6, at 8 p.m., will also be presented on Saturday, February 7, at 2 and
8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

The 50th annual production of the
Grant-Washington School Show will
be held on Friday, February 6, at 8 p.m.
and on Saturday, February 7, at 2 and
8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, 302 Clark Street in Westfield.

This year’s show, “The Big Five O,”
was written by Alice Barbiere. Tickets
are available at Burgdorff Realtors,
600 North Avenue, or by calling (908)
233-6557.

Admission is $6 for the matinee and
$7 for the evening performances. Tick-
ets may also be purchased at the door.

Among the alumni performing in
the musical comedy are former Mayor
Bud Boothe, Anna Lanam, David
Owens and Ellen Albino.

Leading the chorus this year are Judy
Gale, MaryAnne Markowski and Eliza-
beth Scollon, under the musical direc-
tion of Ed Warner. This year’s choreog-
raphers are Pat Baeder and Dianne Mroz.

Mrs. Markowski, Mrs. Scollon and
Mrs. Mroz are also among the cast
members. Also appearing will be
Valerie Rodriquez, Lisa Alonge-
Greenfield, Greg Gradel, Lauren Flast
and Tom Ganley.

Other cast members include Tom
Tresnan, Larry Seitz, Nancy Lau, Jackie
Costello, Rob Swadosh, Bill Ludlum,
John Fietkiewicz, Linda Thayer, Laurie

Goldsmith Heitner, Bruce Vasel and
Roger Hayden.

This annual show is the school’s
major fundraiser, with the net pro-
ceeds making up the total budget for
the following year.

It is comprised of an all-volunteer
cast and crew of more than 200 par-
ents, alumni, teachers and school Prin-
cipal, Connie Odell.

Erin Kathleen Zupkus
Named to Dean’s List
At Stockton for Fall
Erin Kathleen Zupkus, the daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. David McNelis of
Scotch Plains, has been named to the
Dean’s list at Richard Stockton State
College in Pomona for the fall semester.

Erin, who is a freshman at Stockton,
earned a 3.50 grade point average, and
is a pre-physical therapy major. She is
a 1997 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

New Officers Are Sworn In
During Old Guard Meeting
New officers of the Old Guard of

Westfield were sworn in on January 8
during the group’s first meeting of
1998.

The officers are as follow: Everett
Yacker, Director (Cranford); Jack
McHugh, Vice Director (Westfield);
Charles Bilics, Recording Secretary
(Garwood); Richard Weiss, Corre-
sponding Secretary (Westfield); Rob-
ert Broadwell, Treasurer (Westfield)
and Thomas Splaine, Assistant Trea-
surer (Westfield).

The Old Guard of Westfield is a
social club for retired men of West-
field and the surrounding vicinity and
is the second oldest of 26 Old Guard

A BRAND NEW YEAR…Old Guard officers for 1998, pictured left to right, are:
front row, Charles Bilics, Recording Secretary, and Richard Weiss, Corre-
sponding Secretary; back row, Thomas Splaine, Assistant Treasurer; Robert
Broadwell, Treasurer, and Jack McHugh, Vice Director. Missing is Everett
Yacker, Director.

groups in New Jersey.
The group meets each Thursday at

the Westfield YMCA starting at 9:30
a.m. for refreshments and socializing,
with a meeting at 10 a.m. and an enter-
tainment or information presentation
about 11 a.m.

Activities of the Old Guard include
golf, bowling, shuffleboard, bridge
and the Merrymen Chorus, plus trips
and luncheons which members can
attend with their wives.

Retired men are invited to attend
the Old Guard’s Thursday activities
to learn more about the organization.
For more information, please call
Harold Hitchcox at (908) 233-1638.

Mother Seton Regional H.S.
To Hold Informal Open House

Mother Seton Regional High
School, located on Valley Road in
Clark, will hold an informal open house
on Wednesday, January 28, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. for all sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grade girls and their parents.

The program will be informational
for girls who are planning to enter
high school in the near future.

The evening is designed primarily for
parents and for students who are inter-
ested in attending Mother Seton Re-
gional High School or in exploring some
of the high school options available to
them, a school spokesman explained.

Parents and students will have an
opportunity to tour the school, exam-
ine the curricular and co-curricular
programs, investigate transportation
and meet with administration, guid-
ance and faculty members. Parents or

students are invited to come alone if
the evening is not convenient for both.

An informal social will follow at which
parents and daughters may mingle with
faculty and students of the school.

Maureen E. Zupkus
Named to Dean’s List
Rowan in Glassboro
Maureen Elizabeth Zupkus, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David
McNelis of Scotch Plains, has been
named to the Dean’s List at Rowan
University in Glassboro, for the 1997
fall semester.

Maureen, who is a sophomore at
Rowan, earned a 3.50 grade point av-
erage and is a graphic design major.
She is a 1996 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.


