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Mr. Franks Provides Citizen
Group With Airplane Data
Congressmen Bob Franks has pro-

vided the New Jersey Coalition Against
Aircraft Noise (NJCAAN) with techni-
cal data on flights taking off from New-
ark International Airport, calling the
release of the information “an important
step forward in working toward a re-
gional solution to airplane noise.”

At his office in Union, Congressman
Franks presented Pamela Barsam-
Brown, President of the NJCAAN, with
the Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) radar tracking information for
planes leaving Newark Airport.

The data covers the period of Decem-
ber 15 through 30 of last year.

“For the first time, a citizen group has
access to the FAA’s  technical data.
This information will enable them to
accurately assess the impact of any
changes in airplane routes on noise
levels in communities.

“The FAA’s willingness to turn over
this data to citizen groups marks an
important turning point in the history of

the airplane noise issue. It’s a positive
sign and hopefully signals a new spirit
of cooperation between the federal
agency responsible for airplane routes
and the citizens who must live with the
consequences of changes in flight pat-
terns,” stated Congressman Franks.

“The technical data can serve as a
starting point for citizen groups to
propose alternative air routes that
could provide relief from airplane noise
for residents of New Jersey and Staten
Island.

“We are committed to reaching a
solution to this problem that benefits
the entire region and does not shift
the air noise problem from one com-
munity or state to another,” the Con-
gressman explained.

Freeholders Allocate $900,000
For Needy Youths and Seniors

Older adults will get the special care
they need, juvenile offenders returning to
the community will receive services to
keep them from reverting to crime, “at-
risk” youths will receive intervention to
keep them out of the justice system, and
kids in crisis will have a place to go, all as
a result of resolutions passed by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

The resolutions, passed by the Free-
holder board on December 18 during its
public meeting, were sponsored by now
former Freeholder Carol I. Cohen, of
Westfield, and will provide nearly
$900,000 in assistance to people in Union
County who are among the neediest.

“By giving these programs and ser-
vices, we are continuing our commitment
to help people who need us the most,”
Ms. Cohen said, explaining that assis-
tance will be provided through 1998.
“Individuals and society will benefit.”

Under the resolution accepting
$249,969 for the Statewide Respite Care
Program from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services, the
Union County Department of Human
Service’s Division on Aging will provide
respite to caregivers of older adults through
a variety of programs and services.

Depending on income and need, ap-
proximately 100 people will receive home-
maker services, meals delivered to their
homes, the assistance of home health
aides, adult day care or temporary lodg-
ing for older adults while caregivers are
away.

Union County will provide the assis-
tance through community-based organi-
zations.

The New Jersey Department of Law

and Public Safety will provide $14,000
so the Union County Department of
Human Service’s Youth Services Com-
mission can help juveniles on parole from
resorting to crime.

The commission — composing county
and community agencies, as well as youth
advocates — hopes to keep kids from
going back to lives of crime by providing
aftercare services tailored to individual
needs.

With respective grants of $213,638
and $371,357 from the state Department
of Law and Public Safety, the Youth
Services Commission will contract with
organizations to provide numerous ser-
vices to prevent juveniles from becoming
involved with the justice system, or ap-
propriate assistance if they do become
involved.

Social workers and case workers will
help juveniles through early interven-
tion, counseling, mentoring and other
programs.

“The goal is to prevent them from
having to be put into juvenile detention
in the first place,” said Ms. Cohen. “But
if they are, we will help them return to the
community by assisting them in over-
coming issues and barriers and have pro-
ductive lives.”

The other resolution allocated a maxi-
mum of $10,000 ($130 per day) to renew
a contract with the Somerset County
Juvenile Shelter to provide temporary
space in the event Union County’s shel-
ter homes are full.

Until they are placed elsewhere or
receive appropriate intervention, juve-
niles are sometimes referred by the courts
to shelters if they are homeless abused or
are experiencing other crises.
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Union County Mgr. Unveils $278.9 Million
Spending Plan With No Increase in Tax Levy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla has unveiled an Executive
Budget for the county of $278.9 mil-
lion which represents a zero percent
increase in the tax levy and which
contains no additional employee po-
sitions.

The flat tax rate represents the third
consecutive year under two different
political parties that the tax levy has
either been flat or has declined.

The spending plan, which now goes
before the Fiscal Affairs Committee
of the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, includes an amount
of $151.7 million to be raised in local
property taxes, and doesn’t result in
any decline in services.

Since 1990, under former County
Manager Ann M. Baran and now Mr.
Lapolla, the county’s reliance upon
property taxes has declined by 19
percent.

Fifty-four percent of the budget in
1998 will be supported through taxes.
The levy was 54 percent in 1997 and
56 percent in each of the previous
years under Republican leadership
on the board.

This is the second consecutive year
the Democrats have been in the ma-
jority.

“The Executive Budget reflects both
a healthy county economy and
healthy county government,” said
Mr. Lapolla.

He said that from new jobs to op-
portunities in the global marketplace,
plus transportation planning and in-
frastructure improvements, the
county is prepared to be “a powerful
player in the business community.”

In terms of appropriations, the bulk
of the spending will be in the areas of
health and welfare, where $84.8 mil-
lion has been included. Another $25.5
million has been slotted for roads and
bridge repairs, with $14.3 million ear-
marked for education and recreation
programs.

Mr. Lapolla noted that the county
has maintained its “Aaa” rating from
both Moody’s and Fitch investment
services. The county has held the
rating for over two decades.

According to Mr. Lapolla, who pre-
sented the spending plan to the Free-
holder board last Thursday – his first
since becoming manager last June —
the county’s surplus of $37 million
left over from last year is the largest in
the county’s history.

Noting the importance of available
surplus in maintaining the county’s

“Aaa” rating, Mr. Lapolla in his budget
noted that the county’s surplus has
been on the rise for several years. The
surplus was $12.2 million in 1992,
steadily increasing to $29 million last
year.

The spending plan includes a num-
ber of new initiatives for 1998. These
include the creation of an Office of
Volunteer Services and implementa-
tion of a pilot program called
“Gainsharing” whereby county em-
ployees would be financially rewarded
for “measured improvements in the
operating results of their work units.”

Mr. Lapolla noted that the Executive
Budget also includes monies to sup-
port technology for internal systems
and external applications. Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) gives the
county the ability to improve existing
services while developing enhanced
shared services between the county
and its 21 municipalities.

GIS would also be aimed at attract-
ing new businesses and helping exist-
ing establishments. Mr. Lapolla noted
that some practical applications for
GIS include business site develop-
ment, the development of transporta-
tion systems, wetlands and parkland
conservancy, zoning and tax assess-
ment.

The budget includes a “Union Arts”
program whereby grants of up to $5,000
would be available to artists, theater
groups and preservationists.

The county’s 71,000 public school
students will have a chance to become
both computer and Internet literate
within three years through a new $3
million capital program called “Access
2000.”

In the area of parkland preservation
and expansion, the county has put
forth a grants program entitled “Project
Pocket Park.” Towns seeking to ac-
quire property for parks or playground
use would be offered matching grants
of $100,000 and $25,000 in funding
toward building or rebuilding a play-
ground.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender, who
chaired the board in 1997, is Chair-
woman of the Fiscal Affairs Committee
this year. The committee is charged
with the task of reviewing the budget
before submitting a completed county
budget to the full board for introduc-
tion and adoption.

Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan, in his address at the board’s
organizational meeting earlier this
month, said the board will again de-
liver a decline in the tax levy as was the
case last year, with a .5 percent decline

in the amount raised through taxes.
In another matter, the board ap-

pointed Carol I . Cohen to fill the
unexpired term of James F. Keefe as
County Counsel. She will assume the
$109,233 position as of Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7. The current term expires on
Friday, July 3.

Ms. Cohen, a resident of Westfield
with a private law practice in town,
was elected to the board in 1995 for a
three-year term. She was a member of
the successful Democratic ticket
which included Freeholder Sullivan, a
resident of Elizabeth, and Walter D.
McNeil of Plainfield.

Mr. McNeil resigned last month to
accept the post of City Administrator
in Elizabeth.

Freeholder Sullivan said Ms. Cohen,
in his opinion, “will make an outstand-
ing county counsel.” He said he has
the “highest confidence in her abil-
ity” to lead the county’s legal depart-
ment.

He also thanked Acting County
Counsel Jeremiah O’Dwyer for his
efforts in running the office since Mr.
Keefe resigned last July to become
First Assistant Prosecutor, following
the appointment of Michael Manahan
of Westfield as Prosecutor by Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman.

Mr. Keefe had served as a Free-
holder prior to his appointment as
County Counsel by a Republican ma-
jority on the board in 1994. He re-
placed Mr. O’Dwyer.

Mr. O’Dwyer will serve as Deputy
County Counsel under Ms. Cohen.

The Union County Democratic
Committee is scheduled to meet this
Saturday, January 24, to select candi-
dates to fill the two unexpired seats on
the all Democratic, nine-member
board.

According to published reports,
Mary Ruotolo of Westfield, the widow
of the late Union County Prosecutor
Andrew K. Ruotolo, Jr., is among those
persons being considered.

Also on the list, all from Plainfield,
are City Councilman Derek Armstead;
Lou Mingo, a retired A&T executive,
City Councilwoman Elizabeth Uruhart
and Faheemah El-Amin, a former city
councilwoman.

In other business, the board passed
a resolution sponsored by Freeholder
Donald Goncalves of Elizabeth urg-
ing the New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity to sell Turnpike property in the city
so that Elizabeth can redevelop the
property and produce “much needed
jobs and tax revenues and continue
the development of the immediate area

as a vital retail and restaurant center
for the city, county and state.”

“This is an opportunity for our
county to step to the plate and say we
are in support of the City of Elizabeth
for this opportunity for development,”
said Freeholder Goncalves.

On a related economic issue, Free-
holder Goncalves noted that Union
County has submitted a resolution to
the MetroStars professional soccer
team in an effort to bring the team to
the county.

Union is one of three counties com-
peting to become the new home of the
team. Elizabeth has completed a feasi-
bility study to look at the financial
ramifications of locating a sports fa-
cility in the city. Elizabeth and county
officials have been working on this
initiative.

Chansonettes Planning
Program to Celebrate
Its 50th Anniversary
The Chansonettes of West-

field are planning a special pro-
gram this spring entitled “Fifty
Years...And All That Jazz,”
which encompassing music
from the 1940s to the present.
The show marks the 50th anni-
versary of the group.

Some of the selections to be
presented are “Oh What a Beau-
tiful Morning” from Oklahoma,
“High Hopes” from Hole in the
Head, the Everly Brothers “Let
It Be Me” and “Stop in The
Name of Love” by the
Supremes. The program will be
light and entertaining.

The Chansonettes are a group
of women who enjoy singing.
New members and accompa-
nists are welcome, said Mildred
L. Cerefice, Publicity Chair-
woman for The Chansonettes.
Anyone interested can come to
a rehearsal on any Wednesday
evening at 8 p.m. at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield,
located on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Rehearsals will begin the first
week of February. For more
information, please call Alice
Barbiere, President, at (908)
233-7363, or Jean Shork at
(908) 232-5776.

There is no cure for birth or death
save to enjoy the interval.

— George Santayana


