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PARK PLACE APPLICATION POSTPONED TO THURSDAY, MARCH 5

JCC Neighbors Object to Existing, Proposed
Lighting for Center�s Martine Avenue Site
By MARIA R. CICCARELLA

Specially Written for The Times

The proposed modifications to an
already approved building site plan
by the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) was not taken �lightly� by many
neighboring residents and board mem-
bers at the January 15 meeting of the
Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment.

The center moved in into its new
home at 1361-1391 Martine Avenue
several years ago.

While not the only issue raised in
the application debate, the existing
and proposed property lighting of the
JCC was indeed the prime topic of
discussion.

Representing the JCC, Attorney
Steven J. Tripp of the firm of Wilentz,
Goldman and Spitzer came before the

board asking for permission to amend
the site plan of the JCC to permit four
additional modifications.

The proposed changes were for the
installation of a new changeable mes-
sage sign, additional lighting on the
building and on driveway entrance
and exit signs, and the installation of
grass pavers in the rear of the building
to allow vehicles onto the grass with-
out destroying it.

Only the last request for grass paver
installation received approval from
the board.

Although an existing message sign
currently stands at the property, ac-
cording to project architect Harold D.
Glucksman of Glucksman-Guzzo, the
new sign will have a dual functionality.

While eliminating initial plans for

two distinct signs, the proposed sign
will aesthetically mark the property
and provide information to passerbys.
This new sign, if allowed, will face
Martine Avenue and will be one-sided
where the current sign is perpendicu-
lar to the main road and has informa-
tion on two sides.

Molly Gardner of 1390 Martine
Avenue, located directly across from
the JCC, indicated that the suggested
sign, which would directly face her
home, will not be beneficial to the
establishment.

�This sign cannot be appreciated
by drivers going by at 45 mph,� said
Ms. Gardner.

Additional lighting to the building,
grounds and on the driveway entrance
and exit signs received the most de-
bate. Mr. Glucksman explained that
small lighting additions to the direc-
tion signs would eliminate potential
traffic problems or accidents and pro-
vide security to JCC members using
the building in the evening.

Another light placed 30 feet from

the roadway is vital, according to Mr.
Glucksman, because there is no exist-
ing town street light near the property
and road area to the south side of the
building. Already changes in the light-
ing situation were made in response
to neighborhood reaction to two spot-
lights directed into the parking area.

These lights were shielded and re-
placed by flood lights which will fol-
low a predetermined operation sched-
ule.

Property owners living near the JCC
have formed an alliance and repre-
sentatives attended the meeting to
express their objection to these po-
tential and existing lights, as well as
other issues.

David Jones, of 11 Peach Street,
represented the alliance in the first
part of their presentation to the board.
Mr. Jones urged the board not to grant
the variances to JCC until all neigh-
borhood concerns have been ad-
dressed.

In addition, the residents have asked

DECA Students Bring Home
Multiple Marketing Awards

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School DECA Chapter, an associa-
tion of marketing students, recently
competed for the 28th year at the
New Jersey Central Region DECA
competitions held at Union College.

The local chapter amassed a total
of 69 awards, including 48 trophies,
in competitions based on instruc-
tional areas students learn in their
marketing class, or their on-the-job
training in marketing related areas.

Students are evaluated by area
business people in comprehensive,
competency-based objective testing
in marketing, and case studies, both
based in marketing areas such as
economics, management, selling, ad-
vertising, basic communication
skills and other categories.

Seventy Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students were among 800 partici-
pants from 22 schools engaged in
the competitions. Leading the way

for Scotch Plains-Fanwood was the
Quiz Bowl team of seniors Adam
Baumwoll, Jeffrey Gillie, Marc
Jacobs and Brian Spitser, which
won first place. This same team
went undefeated in the state last
year.

Overall first place winners in-
cluded junior David Budd, in the
Apparel and Accessories category,
and seniors Suzanne Lamastra,
Quick Service Restaurant Manage-
ment; Marc Jacobs, Services Mar-
keting; Jeffrey Feighner, Retail
Management, and Kate
Vanderheyden, Food Marketing.

The second-place overall win-
ners included juniors Paul
Valenzano, Retail Management;
Matthew Pisane, Food Marketing,
and seniors Daniel Morris, Mar-
keting Management; Nicole
Troiano, Full Serve Restaurant
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New Fanwood Police Captain Is Sworn In;
Borough Council OKs Temporary Budget

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Fanwood Police
Department and the community hon-
ored one of their own again last Thurs-
day, as Lieutenant Donald Domanoski
was promoted to the rank of Captain
during the Borough Council�s regular
meeting.

The veteran officer succeeds former
Captain Robert Carboy, who was re-
cently appointed as the borough�s new
Chief of Police. Chief Carboy as-
sumed command of the department
upon the retirement of his predeces-
sor, Anthony J. Parenti, on December
31.

The swearing in of Captain
Domanoski, who was accompanied
by his wife, Stephanie, and children
Donald, Jr. and Laura, marked the
third time in three weeks that a mem-
ber of the Fanwood force was hon-
ored during ceremonies at Borough
Hall.

On December 23, the governing
body paid tribute to outgoing Chief
Parenti as he wrapped his 40-year
career with the department. Chief
Carboy was similarly lauded by the
council as he took his oath of office on
New Year�s Day. Both occasions drew
a crowd of well wishers to the council
chambers.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, who
administered the oath of office to the
new Captain, described him as �su-
perb,� and warmly recalled how he
had advised her during her tenure as
Police Commissioner.

Citing the newly-promoted officer�s
long experience on the force, Council
President and current Police Com-
missioner Bruce H. Walsh remarked
that �we�re proud and fortunate to
have him as our Captain.�

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times� e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is (908) 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.

Captain Domanoski was appointed
as a patrolman in 1974, and became a
Sergeant in 1989 and a Lieutenant
four years ago. He was named last
year to head the county�s Emergency
Response Unit, which supports local
police departments in matters of law
enforcement and public safety.

Other appointments announced
during the meeting, which was tele-
vised live on Channel 35, included
former Democratic council candidate
Patricia Plante as second alternate to
the Fanwood Recreation Commission,

and Alice Pareti as Tax Collector.
Both appointments extend through
December 31 of this year.

Michael Casperson, a recent gradu-
ate of the Cape May police academy,
was appointed as a probationary pa-
trolman with the Fanwood Police
Department, while Robert Brennan
was named a Shade Tree Commis-
sioner through December 31, 1999.

Sergeant Howard Jarvis was pre-
sented with a resolution commemo-
rating his 25th anniversary with the
Fanwood Police Department, and
another resolution was passed recog-
nizing the achievements of the late
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. whose
birthday was observed on Monday.

Sergeant Jarvis was joined by his
wife, Leah, and son, Craig, as Mayor
Connelly commended him for his
commitment to protecting the com-
munity, as well as his participation in
the annual Christmas gift distribution
sponsored by Policeman�s Benevo-
lent Association Local No. 123 of
Fanwood.

Winding up this portion of the meet-
ing was Councilman Joel Whitaker�s
presentation of the Municipal Alli-
ance Award to Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz and Chief Carboy.

The two are representatives to the
Municipal Alliance Committee, which
sponsors a variety of community ac-
tivities. Among these are programs
which discourage drug and alcohol
abuse among adolescents and infor-
mation seminars for senior citizens.

The council approved, via a resolu-
tion, its 1998 temporary budget to
cover expenditures until the annual
municipal budget is adopted. The tem-
porary spending plan includes
$702,100 for salaries and wages, and
$755,319 for other expenses.

Councilman William E. Populus,
Jr., Chairman of the Administration
and Finance Committee, said he an-
ticipated the governing body would
be able to deliver the municipal bud-

get on time again this year. The bud-
get is expected to be introduced in
February.

Several other resolutions were also
approved by the council, including
one reappointing the Albiez Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. as the borough�s
insurance agent. The agency was ini-
tially appointed last year after the
governing body opted to drop out of
the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund.

The five council members in atten-
dance voted 4 to 1 in favor of a
resolution authorizing the borough to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Task Force Launches
Process to Hammer Out
Flood Control Options

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

With eight months to go, a spe-
cially created Task Force of the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission met last week to begin ham-
mering out options to a United States
Army Corps of Engineers plan to
use 11 acres of the 1,920-acre
Watchung Reservation for two, dry
storm water detention basins.

Some Union County municipali-
ties have objected to this so-called
Upper Portion of the plan. The pro-
posed detention basins include dams
that are four and a half stories high.
Six additional acres of property
would be cleared during construc-
tion and then replanted.

It is likely that alternatives to the
$55 million basins could double the
price tag, officials predicted.

Federal funding for the two de-
tention basins was yanked from the
total $362 million Army Corps
project last May when it looked like
Union County would reject the plan.
Republican Congressman Bob
Franks sought a year�s deferment
on the county decision about the
basins in order to keep the entire
project alive.

In July, Democratic United States
Senators Frank Lautenberg and Rob-
ert G. Torricelli introduced a wild
card into the nearly 25-year-old

project by amending a Senate bill to
entirely eliminate federal funding
for the basins.

The basins are only one aspect of
a three-pronged flood control strat-
egy that will store storm water run-
off from the Watchung Mountains
for gradual release into the lower
portions of the flood plain.

Parts of the two proposed basins
are in Scotch Plains Township, the
Borough of Watchung and Berke-
ley Heights, and seek to control
flooding of the Green Brook Sub-
Basin and Raritan River area that
covers portions of Union County as
well as Somerset and Middlesex
Counties. The area protected by the
plan encompasses 65.2 square miles.

The federal government would
fund nearly three-quarters of the
project and the other one-quarter, or
$97 million, would be shared by the
state and among the three counties
over the 12-year construction pe-
riod.

Costs for ongoing maintenance of
the levees, dams, channels, pipes
and detention basins after the project
is complete would also be shared by
the state and counties, with each
county responsible for an estimated
$330,000 a year, while the state pays
$1 million annually, according to the
Army Corps.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times
OATH OF OFFICE�Newly-appointed Captain Donald Domanoski is sworn in
by Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, left, during last Thursday�s regular meeting
of the Fanwood Borough Council. Joining the officer, pictured left to right, are:
his wife, Stephanie, and children Laura and Donald, Jr. He succeeds former
Captain Robert Carboy, who was recently promoted to Chief of Police.

cancel tax overpayments or under-
payments of less than $10. Council-
man Louis C. Jung, en route home
from a business trip, was not at the
meeting.

The resolution states that the mu-

nicipality does not have to refund tax
overpayments of less than $10, nor
will taxpayers be penalized for un-
derpayments of less than $10. The
council was required to adopt the
resolution in compliance with a state
statute, officials said.

Councilman Stuart S. Kline voted
against the measure, however, saying
he was not comfortable with the phi-
losophy that residents are ineligible
for a refund if they overpay their taxes
by less than $10. He added that he had
no problem with the portion of the
resolution dealing with underpayments.

The councilman said he also wanted
to research further whether the gov-
erning body was actually obligated to
adopt the resolution.

An ordinance related to the recent
merge of the Fanwood Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment was intro-
duced, outlining members� voting
privileges on the newly combined
board. The council is expected to vote
on the ordinance during its next regu-
lar meeting on Thursday, February 12.

In December the governing body
adopted an ordinance permitting the
merger of the two municipal boards,
with the Planning Board having now
assumed the duties of the Board of
Adjustment, which was disbanded at
the end of last year.

Last week, officials also passed a
resolution allowing the borough to pro-
ceed with an interlocal agreement with
Scotch Plains for the services of Wel-
fare Director Maria Santo. Mrs. Santo
already serves both municipalities in
that capacity, although no formal agree-
ment has existed before now.

The planned agreement follows the
council�s decision, announced last
month, not to consolidate its local

Preliminary Scotch Plains Spending Plan
Sees $355,143, or 2.3 Percent, Hike Over �97

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Council
members got a glimpse of tentative
municipal budget figures for 1998
from Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins this past week in a preliminary
report that shows a 2.3 percent in-
crease in spending over last year�s
$15.3 million budget.

Mr. Atkins stressed, in a letter to
the council, that the projected
$355,143 spending increase was not
final and changes to the budget will
still be made over the next two weeks.

�We haven�t even looked at the
revenue side yet,� Mr. Atkins ex-
plained.

Last year�s municipal spending rep-
resented a 3.5 percent increase, or
$522,992, over the previous year.

This year�s proposed hike would
be a 3.8 tax point increase � with one
point equal to $93,000 � on an aver-
age township house assessed at
$115,000, and a market value of about
$230,000. That translates roughly to
an increase of $44 per household.

Last year�s hike was three tax points,
or $34.50, per household. A 1997 tax
point was equal to $91,000, accord-
ing to township records.

Residents� annual property tax bills
also include the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education bud-

get, which was $41.8 million last
year, and totaled two-thirds of resi-
dents� tax bills.

The Union County tax tab and lo-
cal municipal costs share the remain-
ing third of the tax dollar about evenly.

Township council members plan
meetings in February to review the
municipal budget and hope to intro-
duce a final version by early March.

In other business, officials indi-
cated during a conference meeting
Tuesday that the township is no longer
under contract with a Roselle Park
construction company for $1.7 mil-
lion worth of sewer pumping station
improvements on the south side.

Officials discovered that Consoli-
dated Design and Building
Corporation�s two owners were re-
cently sentenced to three years in
state prison on theft, extortion and
bribery convictions in bid rigging
schemes.

Township officials said they were
unaware of the convictions when the
governing body awarded the bid in
early December of last year.

Officials said they would turn to
the second lowest bidder, out of the
six bids received for the project, as
potential contractors. The work was
slated to begin this spring and take 18
to 20 months to complete.

On a separate issue, a majority of

the council agreed to move ahead
with an appraisal of 9,500 square feet
of township-owned property in front
of the Municipal Building parking lot
on Park Avenue that the Downtown
Development Committee recom-
mended be sold and commercially
developed.

Mayor Joan Papen has said she is
not interested in changing the look of
the downtown by developing the nar-
row strip of property, while planning
consultants claim both sides of Park
Avenue must be commercially devel-
oped for the business district to flour-
ish.

The Development Committee also
suggested adding sidewalk benches
to the downtown, renaming East Sec-
ond Street �Centre Boulevard� and
banners identifying the district as
�Towne Centre.�

In other business, Mayor Papen has
called for a public meeting between
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) officials and Union County
residents on Tuesday, February 24,
concerning proposed routes of air-
craft in the region.

�It will be strictly an information
gathering session,� she said, �ques-
tions only.�

According to opponents, the pro-
posed 260-degree route increases
noise by moving low-flying aircraft

over residential neighborhoods from
the current 220-degree turn where
planes fly over an industrial tract of
land between Rahway and Carteret.

The FAA has said the turn would
provide aircraft noise relief to Scotch
Plains and surrounding areas. The
agency has indicated it has reviewed
citizens� safety concerns and hopes to
begin a six-month test of the route in
March.

On another matter, the council
agreed to spend $12,640 on the de-
sign of a centralized computer net-
work for municipal offices. Imple-
mentation of the upgraded system
would cost another $6,000 in hard-
ware, according to estimates, and will
include electronic mail communica-
tion among the offices and the ability
to research documents from differing
departments.

The move toward a �paperless of-
fice� came about from recommenda-
tions by the Technology Advisory
Committee headed by resident Ken-
neth Anderson.

In a different computer-related is-
sue, the all-Republican council said it
objected to a proposal by Union
County Freeholder Chairman Daniel
P. Sullivan to distribute $3 million in
matching grants to county school dis-
tricts for computers, by calling the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Management; Jeffrey Owens, Vehicles
and Petroleum Marketing; Rianna
Liss, Apparel, and Ted Sweeney, Ser-
vices Marketing.

Third-place winners were freshman
Rob Bugg, and seniors Chris DeSantis,
Jeffrey Gillie, Apparel, and Brian
Spitser, Marketing Management.

Other trophy winners in individual
instructional testing were Lauren
McCourt and Rob Bugg, first place;
Jim Thompson, Tammi Rose and Adam
Koster, second place, and Steve
Averbukh and Jennifer Kane, third place.

Other Scotch Plains-Fanwood win-
ners who became eligible to compete
on the state level include Eli Brown,
Jeff Fiorino, Rachel Beck, Joe Caruso,
Chis DiFabio, Jill Coccaro, Eric
Mihansky, Kevin Anderson, Tom
Gentile, Jordan Eannucci and Mel-
issa Verducci.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood students
also included a freshman group who
all became eligible. They include Rob
Bugg, Tim Gander, Brett Bushinger,
Pat Dinsmore, Eric Konzelman, Dave
Palmatier and James McClintock.

SCOTCH  PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Local DECA Students
Win Multiple Awards

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Neighbors of JCC Object
To Lighting Plan for Center

for the elimination of ambient light-
ing spilling from the building win-
dows themselves, construction of
fencing along the perimeter of the
property, and evaluation of the noise
and traffic surrounded by the area due
to the existence of the JCC.

Board member Jane Lorber was
sympathetic to the residents lighting
requests, especially in the amount of
existing light spilling from the large
glass windows of the building.

�I would find it intolerable. The
whole area glows,� she said.

Mr. Glucksman explained that the
JCC took every precaution in the de-
sign of the building and the incorpo-
ration of large glass block with a light
diffusing quality.

He said that the windows were
added to the building to take advan-
tage of natural daylight, but added
that the glass block cuts down the
amount of light transmitted by 45 to
50 percent.

Board Attorney Anthony D.
Rinaldo, Jr. said he realized the archi-
tects carefully studied the area, but
that ultimately, �There�s a lot of light-
ing coming out that some people ob-
ject to.�

Mr. Rinaldo suggested that Mr.
Glucksman and his team conduct a
study of the property lighting and
shield recommendations.

Mr. Glucksman said this alterna-
tive, already addressed by the JCC,
revealed that, �To put up a curtain of
blockage could be dangerous.�

Ms. Lorber disagreed with Mr.
Glucksman�s findings on this subject.

�I have done my homework, and
have talked to two architectural firms
that have came up with five ways (to
add a shutter or shade) even in a
(swimming) pool room. We do need
to address this issue,� she said.

Thomas Perrucci, board member,
agreed with Ms. Lorber and Mr.
Rinaldo.

�This is a major problem. It just
hits you. It�s a glare,� he said.

Mr. Glucksman stated that although
he did not have a present solution, he
and the JCC hoped to resolve all
issues.

�We will try to find a solution to
suit everyone,� he added.

After all comments by the board
and residents were made, JCC attor-
ney Tripp said, �We�re getting the
message...and were willing to explore
solutions.�

Mr. Tripp said that the JCC is un-
derstanding the significant lighting
objections, but that they still felt a
certain amount of additional lighting
was necessary for safety purposes.

�There must be a balance between
impact and safety,� he added.

The board agreed to allow the JCC
to revisit the lighting problems and
return to the March 5 meeting date
with a revised proposal and solution
to the issues presented.

Mr. Rinaldo suggested that a light-
ing professional consultant work with
the JCC, to be paid by the center,
before the next meeting to address
these concerns. Mr. Tripp agreed to
these suggestions.

�We have no objection to having an
independent person work with us,�
he said.

The JCC will also undergo assess-
ment of the criteria of a former vari-
ance to see if all conditions were met.

Until the Thursday, March 5 meet-
ing, the JCC may begin construction

of the grass pavers in the rear of the
building, and must keep any new light-
ing and flood lights in question turned
off until further notice.

The board complimented the neigh-
bors for their involvement. Board
member Timothy Livolsi said, �Thank
you for your willingness to work as a
team.�

The second application scheduled
for the January 15 meeting, filed by
George and Eleni Filippatos for per-
mission to construct a 6,500-foot ad-
dition to the Park Place Restaurant
and an additional 12,200 square feet
of retail space for a strip mall on the
site, was also postponed until the
March 5 meeting.

The retail mall, being a non-con-
forming use, would need the granting
of a use variance for the proposed
addition to the restaurant.

The property is located at 1900
Raritan Road. The zoning aspect of the
application will first be heard by the
board and, if granted the necessary vari-
ances, the site plan application would
than be presented before the board.

Police Captain Sworn In;
Temporary Budget Okayed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The basins would take three years to
complete. Task Force members say it is
possible that detention basins could be
moved either up or down stream of the
existing proposed sites in a new plan.

Under the existing proposed Army
Corps plan, which has already cost a
reported $27 million in study and
design, Union County would be pro-
tected against flooding from a storm
that happens once in 25 years.

The ranking as 10-, 25-, 100- or
150-year events denotes the severity
of the storm and flood damage and the
probability of how often it happens.
Somerset County would receive pro-
tection against a 150-year flood.

The Task Force � chaired by Ber-
keley Heights residents Dr. Robert
Hlavacek and Vice Chairman Dr. John
Brown � has agreed to hold public
meetings once a month in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building.

According to Frank Meeks, Trea-
surer of the Green Brook Flood Con-
trol Commission, one of the primary
questions to be answered by the task
force is how much water storage ca-
pacity is actually needed in any Up-
per Portion basin.

Former Republican Freeholder from
Roselle Park and Union County repre-
sentative to the Task Force, Henry W.
Kurz, said the goal of the Task Force is
clearly to develop alternatives to the
existing basin plan that are acceptable
to area officials and residents.

�This is a far-reaching project,�
Mr. Kurz said, �and we want to look
carefully at alternatives.�

The Task Force will work with the
Army Corps and $100,000 of federal
funds allotted for study of the options.

A report from the Task Force on its
findings will first be presented to the

Flood Control Commission in Sep-
tember before it is made public, ac-
cording to officials.

The Army Corps� plans for the
Stony Brook and Lower Portion, pri-
marily located in Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, are to deepen and
widen channels of the existing rivers,
add earthen levees or concrete walls
along the banks, install pumping sta-
tions for runoff water and add mov-
able floodgates across roads.

Clean-up and containment of eight
hazardous waste sites is also included
in the project.

The Green Brook Flood Control
Project arose from the efforts of a
commission formed in the early 1970s
after severe flooding caused thou-
sands of dollars worth of damage and
ultimately six deaths in the Green
Brook sub-basin region.

In October of 1996, a fierce
nor�easter set loose flood waters that
left parts of Route No. 22 under sev-
eral feet of water, and last January the
results of a snow storm wreaked simi-
lar havoc on the region.

Task Force to Hammer Out
Options for Flood Control

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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• A representative of a Route No. 22

business reported that someone had bur-
glarized the building over the weekend by
prying off a panel of plywood that had
covered an entrance.

Several items were found at the point
of entry indicating that the individual or
people responsible may have been scared
off, according to police.

• Kevin A. Gabri, 20, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with violation
of a township ordinance (breach of peace).
Gabri was allegedly involved in an argu-
ment with another person in the parking
lot of a diner on Route No. 22.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
• Christopher M. Blaszcayk, 20, of

Westfield was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana following a traffic stop on Front
Street, according to police.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
• Knud Jensen, 54, of Plainfield was

arrested and charged with possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana as a result of

a traffic stop on South Avenue.
• An employee of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education reported
that someone punctured an oil filter on a
backhoe which was parked at the rear of
Park Middle School on Park Avenue.

• Jeffrey D. Bergson, 36, of Avenel
was arrested and charged with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana on West-
field Road, according to authorities.

Police were alerted by a citizen who
observed suspicious behavior, authori-
ties said.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
• An employee of a truck rental com-

pany on Route No. 22 reported that some
time overnight someone had stolen an
orange trailer.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
• Willie E. Douglas, 39, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with possession
of suspected cocaine and with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana, ac-
cording to police. The suspect was dis-
covered in his vehicle which was parked
on Clydesdale Road, authorities said.

assistance program with Union County. Borough officials said they felt that
resources for welfare recipients could be more effectively administered on the
local level.

Finally, the governing body passed a resolution opposing the Federal Aviation
Administration�s (FAA) proposal to test a new 260-degree route. Opponents of
the plan maintain that it will channel aircraft noise directly over residential areas
of Union County, including Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

The council�s resolution supports the position of the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
Citizens Against Aircraft Noise, Inc., which has appealed to the FAA to shift
aircraft noise away from residential areas and to find a regional solution to the
problem.

William A. Burke for The Times
ALLIANCE FOR SUCCESS�Councilman Joel Whitaker, center, presents the
Municipal Alliance Award to Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz and Police
Chief Robert Carboy at the Fanwood Borough Council�s regular meeting last
Thursday. Councilwoman Schurtz and Chief Carboy are representatives to the
Municipal Alliance Committee, which sponsors educational programs to benefit
the communities of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

measure �political grandstanding.�
The Freeholders currently have a 9-0
Democratic majority.

A letter to the Freeholders from
council members says the plan �over-
steps the bounds� of county govern-
ment and that any tax revenue surplus
should be returned to taxpayers �so
that they may have the option to apply
the funds to more pressing needs in
the school district.�

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education admitted last October
that it was at least $700,000 in debt
with its �savings account at zero�
after purchasing six modular class-
rooms to deal with overcrowding in
elementary schools and other ex-
penses.

In other business, the council said it
would consider reducing the mini-
mum bid for auction of township prop-
erty at 2682 Plainfield Avenue to
$40,000 from $60,000.

There were no bids on the property
last week during the first auction on
the land. Officials said realtors specu-
lated that a $200,000 house could be
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built at the site.
The council said it would consider

eliminating the health fair from Scotch
Plains Day activities so that the event
may be held earlier this year � by
early October at the latest � to avoid
stormy weather.

Scotch Plains Day originated in
1979 with then-Mayor and State As-
semblyman Alan M. Augustine dedi-
cating the Village Green and honor-
ing township volunteers and retired
municipal employees.

Members of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association
(SPBPA) have recommended that the
event be held on a Sunday in order to
improve participation.

The Freddie Spencer Memorial
Bike Race is scheduled for Sunday,
May 7, with 15-, 20- and 35-mile
courses. Mr. Spencer was a Hall of
Fame competitive bicycler and the
father of Mayor Papen.

The council said it was looking at
complaints from merchants over the
closing of downtown streets for the
morning races.

Ms. DeSalvo Is Recipient
Of March of Dimes Award

Frances DeSalvo, a business edu-
cation teacher at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, was recently
presented with the Brungard Youth
Award at the March of Dimes third
annual Volunteer of the Year Awards
and Recognition Reception in Morris
Plains.

The award is named for T.J.
Brungard, an eight-year-old boy who
has participated for the last five years
in March of Dimes� WalkAmerica,
the organization�s largest annual
fundraiser. T.J. walks in memory of
his brother, who died from a birth
defect.

It was presented to Ms. DeSalvo
for her significant contributions to the

mission of the March of Dimes
through her work with a youth group.

Ms. DeSalvo is the long-time ad-
viser to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Chapter of the Future
Business Leaders of America.

The group has been recognized for
four consecutive years as the out-
standing FBLA chapter in New Jer-
sey, according to a school district
spokeswoman.

It has designated the March of
Dimes Birth Defects Foundation as
its chapter charity, and has raised more
than $20,000 over the years for the
organization by annually sponsoring
a �Bowl-a-thon� for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students.

Recent Transactions
Reported for Fanwood

The following are recent real estate
transactions from Fanwood.

*****
Residence at 453 Midway Avenue,

to Alexander Tarashansky, from Erik
Vaher, $157,000.

Residence at 33 Paterson Road, to
Edward William Gerke and Marie
Bridgit Gerke, from Andrew Port,
$164,000.

Residence at 66 Beech Avenue, to
Richard Londino and Victoria Zvara,
from Rosemary Silva, $155,000.

Kimberly Pecoraro
Is Included Among

Outstanding Women
Kimberly Anne Pecoraro of Scotch

Plains has been selected for inclusion
in the 1997 edition of Outstanding
Young Women of America (OYWA).

Since 1966, the OYWA program
has honored men and women between
the ages of 21 and 40 who have distin-
guished themselves in service to their
communities, professional leadership,
academic achievement, business ad-
vancement, cultural accomplish-
ments, and through civic and political
participation.

Nominations are received from po-
litical leaders, college and university
officials, clergymen, business leaders
and civic groups and organizations.

For more information about Out-
standing Young Women of America
and Outstanding Young Men of
America programs, please call Jim
Lueck at (703) 749-0010.

Essex-Union Auto Task Force
Recovered 336 Vehicles in �97
The Essex Union Auto Theft Task

Force recovered 336 stolen vehicles
in 1997, and the trends uncovered in
a review of the year�s total show
luxury cars and sport utility vehicles
are the top picks of the car thieves.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan, of Westfield, said the
efforts of the task force, comprised of
law enforcement officers from both
counties, is paying big dividend.

�The nation�s top 10 list of places
where the most car thefts took place
no longer includes Newark, Eliza-
beth or Irvington, and we take great
pride in that,� he said.

To date, according to the unit com-
mander, Lieutenant Thomas
DeCastro of the Prosecutor�s office,
the task force has recovered 2,291
stolen vehicles worth more than $21
million.

Since the task force was estab-
lished by the late Prosecutor Andrew
K. Ruotolo back on December 19,
1991, the officers from both counties
have arrested 1,401 adults and 726
juveniles for car theft.

�You�d better believe the auto in-
surance companies are thrilled with
the recoveries, plus the fact that re-
peat car thieves are being given jail
and reformatory terms that keep them
off the streets,� Mr. Manahan said.

The totals for 1997 show 336 cars
recovered, with 189 adult arrests and
56 juveniles taken into custody. Ex-
ecutive Officer Louis Carrega, a lieu-
tenant in the Essex County
Prosecutor�s Office, said the 13 of-
ficers assigned to the joint task force
had a typical month last month with
35 stolen vehicles recovered and 24
persons arrested.

But while the old statistics pointed
to Chevrolet Caprice and Z28
Camaros being among the most popu-
lar cars stolen, the emerging trend is
showing a different taste among car
thieves.

�Now the cars being stolen the
most are Lexus, Accura, BMW cars
of all models, and sport utility ve-

hicles,� Lieutenant DeCastro said.
A review of this week�s cases

bears that out. Through January 9,
the task force officers had recov-
ered a 1995 BMW 740I worth
$42,275 stolen in Woodbridge on
January 1, a 1997 Lexus 300, worth
$29,000 that was stolen in Eliza-
beth on January 7, a 1989 Toyota
Tercel worth $3,025 stolen in New-
ark on December 10, a 1997 Ford
F250 pickup truck worth $31,050
stolen in Wayne on January 8, a
1996 Nissan Pathfinder worth
$31,525 stolen in East Orange on
January 7 and a 1995 Acura Integra
worth $16,075 stolen in Livingston
on January 8.

The three adults picked up in con-
nection with these thefts were ages
19, 20 and 21 from East Orange and
Livingston and the five juveniles were
ages 15 to 17 from Newark and East
Orange.

�These cars are being recovered
and returned to their owners, and
the thieves are off to jail,� Mr.
Manahan said, adding that the task
force was particularly effective
when state troopers were assigned
to bolster the ranks of the municipal
officers and Prosecutor�s detectives
on the team.

Lieutenant DeCastro said most of
the cars are used not for mere trans-
portation, nor for chop shops cut up
for pieces, nor even to be shipped
overseas for resale.

�We find, by and large, that the cars
are being used to commit other crimes,
then abandoned,� he stated.

Authorities said insurance corpo-
rations are strong supporters of the
task force effort, but funding cut-
backs may soon impact on the ability
to expand this unique regional crime-
fighting effort.

�The mayors and police chiefs from
both Union and Essex Counties real-
ize the tremendous impact this has
made,� said Mr. Manahan. �We�re
going to give it our best to keep it
moving forward.�


