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KEWPIE DOLL
There are many kinds of dolls.

There is the doll that in English
slang parlance describes �a girl or
woman, especially one who is con-
sidered pretty or attractive.� Doll is
also used to describe �someone who
is pretty but dumb.�

The central figure in today�s doll
collection is not a living doll, but �a
small, fat-cheeked, wide-eyed doll
with a curl on top of her head,� the
kewpie doll.

Originally, the kewpie doll was a
winged child�s doll that looked like
Cupid, the Roman mythical god of
love. The name of kewpie was, in
fact, a trademark derived from the
name of Cupid. It was produced by a
toy company under a commercial
agreement with Rose O�Neill, an
illustrator who was renowned for her
unique depiction of winged Cupid-
like creatures. Rose lived in Green-
wich Village, New York, where she
died in 1944.

We recently overheard someone
refer to a young lady as having the
face of a kewpie doll and were in-
spired to present this history to you,
because you are a doll for reading
this column.

Recent sensational incidents of vio-
lence in a small number of schools
across the country have prompted na-
tionwide discussion of school safety
among civic leaders, boards of educa-
tion, school administrators, teachers,
students, and their families. This holds
true in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public Schools, too, where board mem-
bers and administrators are reexamin-
ing the district�s pupil management
and discipline policies and practices in
light of these extreme and tragic cir-
cumstances.

Surely no school district anywhere
can develop a policy for every possi-
bility, or prevent all problems where
hundreds of students are together on a
daily basis. But I believe strongly that
by fully engaging students in rigorous
academic programs and involving them
in enjoyable extra-curricular activi-
ties, in an environment where all indi-
viduals are to be valued and respected,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools go a long way toward mini-
mizing major incidents and day-to-day
problems.

In addition, the district provides a
full complement of personnel and pro-
grams designed to assist students who
encounter difficulties and frustrations
in their school work, to help students
resolve conflicts, and to discipline those
whose behavior is inappropriate or
unacceptable. Working closely with
the local police departments and com-
munity groups such as Resolve, the
district helps students and parents find

By Louis H. Clark

A Simple �Hello� Is the Ideal Way
To Bring Around a Blushing Beau

the support they need in dealing with
family and social problems.

From administrators and classroom
teachers to coaches, lunch aides, and
custodians, district personnel are
�tuned in� to what�s happening
among our students. Child Study
Teams are in place to review indi-
vidual cases when necessary. Guid-
ance counselors are prepared to
handle students� personal issues as
well as academic matters. And in
worst cases, when more serious prob-
lems are anticipated or need to be
dealt with, emergency management
teams, including district personnel,
Resolve counselors and local law en-
forcement officials, go into action.

Do all of these actions guarantee
that our schools will be problem free?
No. Should promises of absolute safety
in any setting be expected? Impos-
sible. But to provide the safest and
most productive school environment,
the full cooperation of staff, students,
families, and community is required.

For our discipline systems to work,
all of us � district staff, support per-
sonnel, and parents� must be �tuned
in� to the children, to really hear what
they�re talking about and learn what
they�re involved in.

We need to use all the resources that
are available. We all must teach, model,
and expect appropriate behavior and
intervene when necessary. Vigilance
and common sense should prevail. Safe
schools and communities need to be
everyone�s business!

JCC Explains Absence at Meeting;
Defends Role as �Good Neighbor�

Scotch Plains Development Proposals
Seen as Detrimental for Downtown

Downtown Landlords, Broker Blamed
For Jeopardizing Westfield Merchants

Redeemer Lutheran
Helps Local Woman
Acquire New Home

I am an aftercare assistant at Redeemer
Lutheran School, where I am called �An-
gel� by the students. The love and caring
at Redeemer is so amazing, I felt I needed
to share it with your readers.

The home I live in had been sold and I
and my family were to be homeless in two
weeks. I had so much fear and they had so
much faith. An ad went in the church
bulletin and a home was found today.

The amazing thing is that had it not
been for the care and compassion of
these fine people, we would have no
where to live. One of the little ones said,
�I didn�t think angels were supposed to
be homeless.� Well, I guess not.

Maggie Burger
Redeemer Lutheran Church-School

Westfield

Donations and Shoppers
Enable Service League
To Help Communities
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service

League would like to thank all the com-
munities for their donations, and all the
customers who avail themselves of our
Thrift Shop in Scotch Plains. With their
help, this year we have been able to
donate $42,000 to numerous groups in
our communities, including six $2000
scholarships.

Thanks to all of you and to all our hard
working volunteers who have made this
possible.

Jeanne C. Crofton, President
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service

League

I was troubled by this newspaper�s
coverage of the July 9 Scotch Plains Board
of Adjustment meeting in your July 16
article, �JCC No-Show Riles Neighbors,
Township Board of Adjustment.�

I�d like to take this opportunity to shed
some light, pun intended, on one of our
community�s greatest assets, the Jewish
Community Center, which I believe is
being treated in an antagonistic and un-
fair manner by our neighbors, the Board
of Adjustment, and this newspaper.

Firstly, the JCC was not a �no-show�
at the July 9 meeting. Unfortunately, our
legal counsel had a personal emergency
and was unable to represent the JCC that
night. The JCC contacted the township
authorities immediately to explain the
circumstances, and request a new meet-
ing time.

JCC executive board members also
made calls to as many neighbors as pos-
sible to notify them of the necessary
postponement; unfortunately, all neigh-
bors could not be reached in a timely
manner. The one-sided discussions which
took place at that meeting were reported
by this newspaper; the resulting article, I
believe, was unnecessarily abusive and
seriously misleading.

It seems to me that the focus our neigh-
bors have put on the facility�s lighting is
shadowing the wonderful community
service the JCC, a United Way benefi-

ciary agency, provides to our Scotch Plains
community. In fact, 40 percent of the JCC
members served are residents of Scotch
Plains.

Our day camp provides training and
employment opportunities for many
Scotch Plains teens. We also offer an
after-school child care program, and
awarded 24 scholarships this year. We
provide meeting space for a variety of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood organiza-
tions. In addition, we provide participat-
ing Scotch Plains senior citizens with
nutritious lunches and weekday social
programs.

The JCC is a valuable asset to our
neighborhood. We are also a good neigh-
bor, despite the negative way in which
our neighbors have characterized us.

The JCC is not only eager to resolve
outstanding issues and insure the con-
tinuation of safe and appealing commu-
nity service programs, but we have dem-
onstrated a consistent commitment to
addressing concerns raised by our neigh-
bors.

I believe the positive contributions the
JCC makes to our Scotch Plains commu-
nity make our �glow� a very positive one
indeed. I hope and expect we will be
treated with the fairness and dignity we
deserve.

Marcia Wasser
Scotch Plains

This letter concerns some of the weird
ideas being floated by Ray Pardon, the
President of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and, to a
lesser extent, by Scotch Plains Township
Councilman Martin Marks.

First and most serious is their pro-
posal to build six stores in the municipal
space between the township Municipal
Building and Fagioli�s Restaurant. Mr.
Pardon and Councilman Marks charac-
terize this open space as a �hedge� and a
�community bulletin board.�

They see the �hedge�� as becoming a
ratable which would add to the character
of the downtown. Mr. Pardon states that
the only problem that he perceives is
�parking.�

The township�s residents should speak
out in opposition to the above proposal of
Mr. Pardon and Councilman Marks be-
fore someone in authority takes it seri-
ously. The downtown needs this imper-
iled open space.

On the lighter side, Mr. Pardon and
Councilman Marks are tickled pink with
the horde of �Enjoy the Home Towne
Feeling� signs that are now plastered on
most utility poles. Mr. Pardon claims
that the public, in general, seems to like

them, a sentiment joined in by Council-
man Marks. However, no factual support
is offered. In my opinion, the legend on
these signs is meaningless.

Are silly signs like this really what
rejuvenates a downtown?

Alan R. Howe
Scotch Plains

I would like to say that it is not the
chain stores that are jeopardizing the
livelihood of the downtown merchants
but the owners of the buildings them-
selves and Tony Schilling. Where is their
loyalty?

The Elm Deli has been at the Elm
Street site for over 30 years. Where is
Gary Goodman�s loyalty to the mer-
chant who has paid his rent all those
years, during prosperous times and not
so prosperous times? To me Mr.
Goodman, a tenant who has paid his
rent for 35 years is more than a stable
tenant.

If Mr. Schilling, who seems to have
a monopoly on the real estate in down-
town, cared anything about West-
field, he would try and find a blend
between the national retailer and the
independent owned stores. Instead,
Mr. Schilling is looking at the al-
mighty dollar and approaching build-
ing owners with too good to turn
down offers.

While this may just be business to Mr.
Schilling and building owners, it is dirty
business. Once Mr. Schilling has filled
all the vacant stores in downtown West-

field, will he stay to see the long- term
effect or will he move on to another
downtown?

Dawn Santoro
Westfield

School Safety Calls for Involvement
By Staff, Families and Community

By DR. CAROL B. CHOYE
Superintendent of Schools

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District

SUPERINTENDENT�S JOURNAL

3 popcorns
You may be too embarrassed to tell

folks you�ve seen There�s Something
About Mary, let alone admit to thor-
oughly enjoying it. This controversial
smorgasbord of laugh out loud comedy is
that outrageous, that bawdy, and that
insane.

A love story with a deranged slant,
There�s Something About Mary doesn�t
merely flirt with the line between good
taste and indecency. It puts on muddied
boots and defiantly crosses it in full
parade step, contemptuously thumbing
its nose at political correctness and sanc-
timony in every form.

Proudly does it wave its besmirched
flag of impropriety. You wonder just
how far this outrage will go and how low
it will stoop for a laugh. In most cases,
further and lower than you thought.

Ben Stiller stars as the starry-eyed
Ted, a nerd for all seasons nursing a 13-
year crush on all-American Mary
(Cameron Diaz), the prom date that never
was. Miss Diaz�s winsome tomboy is
perfect as the archetypal object of Ted�s
affection. The improbable romantic lead,
Mr. Stiller realizes a Keatonesque (that�s
Buster, not Diane) stride in this low-
brow farce that should make his famed
comedy team parents (Jerry Stiller and
Anne Meara) proud. That�s assuming
Mom and Pop don�t take umbrage at the
blue material.

Call it the Farrelly challenge, named
for the brother/filmmaking team of Peter
and Bobby Farrelly (Dumb and Dumber,
Kingpin), who directed and co-wrote
this wonderfully preposterous lunacy with
Ed Decter and John Strauss. In their no-
holds-barred assault on a litany of sacred
cows, they are betting that a sizable
audience won�t let these wild and woolly
doings upset them � that there are
enough open-minded filmgoers unwill-
ing to let hypocrisy and pretense get in
the way of a good laugh.

It may not be that easy for some. From
taboo situations involving bodily fluids
and functions to full-scale jabs involving
the mentally handicapped (Mary�s
brother, assumed with playful but still
questionable empathy by W. Earl Brown,
is developmentally disabled), the
Farrellys continually dare you not to take
their kidding the wrong way. And while
it crosses your mind that these scandal-
ous provocateurs just might be having a
bit of major sport with us � and of
course, in varying degrees, they cleverly
are � none of this screwball comedy is
in the least bit mean-spirited.

In an indescribably crazy but classic
scene which brings new meaning to the
term bathroom humor, it is painfully (as
in pants zipper) detailed why the un-
likely pairing of Ted and Mary didn�t
exactly get off to a good start. Now, 13
years have passed and Ted still can�t
delete the comely damsel from his mind.
On the advice of his pal, Dom (Chris
Elliott), who becomes a traveling com-
panion in his quest for the fair Mary, he
hires gumshoe Healy (Matt Dillon) to
locate the long lost heartthrob. Possess-
ing a penchant for hives, Dom�s steadily
deteriorating complexion offers a run-
ning sight gag of outlandishly detailed
proportions.

Quicker than you can say proverbial
love triangle with a double-cross twist,
the sleazy sleuth falls for Mary himself.
He taps into her private conversations
and hears her heartfelt pining for a regu-
lar, meat �n� potatoes kind of profes-
sional (she envisions an architect) will-
ing to take off for parts unknown (prefer-
ably Nepal) at the drop of a hat. The
smarmy opportunist attempts to make
himself over in her dream image. Voila,
replete with pencil mustache, he appears
in Mary�s world armed with blueprints
and nattering dumbly about his condo in
Nepal. Mr. Dillon as the crude but street-
smart adversary proves a fine comic
complement to Mr. Stiller�s hapless in-
nocent.

To put Ted off, scurrilous Healy in-
forms him that Mary is now obese, has
several out-of-wedlock children, and a
host of hideous illnesses. But, like the
title says, there�s something about Mary.
So Ted investigates for himself.

The good news is, the successful or-
thopedic surgeon now residing in Miami
is unattached, not yet a mom, and as
beautiful as ever; the bad news is, Ted�s
not the only one yearning for Mary. The
script abounds with other Mary addicts,
such as Tucker (Lee Evans in a humor-
ous turn), a handicapped British archi-
tect who has his doubts about Healy�s
credentials, and even Brett Favre, quar-
terback for the Green Bay Packers.

The Brothers Farrelly populate the
plot with a slew of kooks and weirdos in
different shapes and, in a script inordi-
nately preoccupied with pimples and
blemishes, varying dermatological con-
ditions. Scooting the mad nuttiness along,
they include: Lin Shaye as leathery
Magda, Mary�s sun-obsessed neighbor
with an old wives tale or anecdote for
every situation; Keith David in a surprise
role as Mary�s stepfather; and Jonathan
Richman as the ubiquitous troubadour, a
whimsical counterpoint who musically
updates the audience with each new fold
in Ted�s romantically zany travail.

If ever lewdness and obscenity were
delivered with good-natured intentions,
this is it. Beneath its healthy exercising
of the 1st Amendment, the movie has a
heart. And though too scatterbrained for
total kudos, this, more than most films,
requires that you judge its oxymoronic
contradictions for yourself.

Daffy in its indiscretions, There�s
Something About Mary is something else
indeed.

*  *  *  *  *
There�s Something About Mary, rated

R, is a 20th Century Fox release directed
by Peter and Bobby Farrelly and stars
Cameron Diaz, Ben Stiller and Matt
Dillon. Running time: 105 minutes.
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I was sitting in my favorite chair, read-
ing a book with the door closed, when it
opened and in came my daughter Carol.
�Sorry,� I said at once. �I�m broke right
now. Come back the first of the month.�

She gave that weary sigh that 16 year
olds give when their parents are thinking
that they know all about everything.

�I didn�t come in for money, Dad,� she
said. �I want to talk to you about boys, or
young men, as you prefer to call them.�

I was on my guard in an instant. �Isn�t
your mother the one to talk to about that?�
I said, naturally trying to drop out of a
conversation like that.

�She can�t help me,� Carol said. �After
all, she never was a boy or a young man.�

�Well, to be blunt,� I said, �I never give
advice to you on that kind of subject.�

�Daddy,� she said indignantly, �I�d
never talk to you about that. What I am
here for is to see if you can tell me why
the one boy or young man I really want to
know doesn�t even talk to me. Now why
is that?�

�What do your girlfriends say?�

�I can�t ask them. They think I have
enough boyfriends as it is. They don�t
want to have me have one more.�

�Is the reason you want to know him
because he avoids you?�

�Perhaps, but I�ll never know unless I
can at least talk to him.�

�Is he a blusher?�
�Well, yes.�
�Well, I�ve told you this before. Boys

of that age are more afraid of girls than
you are of boys. They�re scared they�ll
act like jerks.�

�Which they do,� she said.
�They�re especially afraid of being

giggled at.�
�Oh.�
�If I were you, I�d let it happen casu-

ally. Say �Hi� to him when you pass him
in the hall. Don�t talk to him until after
the fifth �Hi,�� I suggested.

�But before everything I�d talk to your
mother. She�s been a girl and she knows
what it�s all about,� I added.

Which was my sneaky way of passing
all the onus onto my wife.
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School to Work Program Would Limit
Public�s Choice of Education Options
On May 6, I attended a meeting spon-

sored by the Westfield High School Par-
ent Teacher Organization regarding
changes coming in education; specifi-
cally, the School to Work (STW) pro-
gram, which seemed to be of grave con-
cern to many of us who attended.

School to Work is a controversial gov-
ernment initiative that will restructure
our whole education system, turning our
schools into human resource factories. If
our local school districts choose to accept
School to Work/Goals 2000 through the
vehicle called �strategic planning,� we
will be exchanging the freedom to sup-
port our children�s choice of their career
path for federal funding/control.

The federal government has appropri-
ated $164,000,000 to expand STW, but
since suspicion is growing, these moneys
are being deflected into less obvious
channels, such as Comprehensive Re-
form, Urban/Rural Opportunities Grants.
This funding is effective from July 1998
through September 30, 2000.

What does STW mean for parents and
students? A child of 15 years will be
required to choose one of 14 career areas,
determined by the government, in which to
be trained. If their respective district does
not provide this area of study, parents must
pay tuition and transportation to a nearby
school that does offer this training.

Students will be required to leave
school at least one day out of five to work
in their field. This may be paid or volun-
teer work, but is required in order to
receive a �Certificate in Mastery.� This
�Certificate in Mastery� replaces the

high school diploma, just as School to
Work replaces a liberal education.

Florida Education Commissioner Frank
Brogan wants to see Goals 2000 and STW
repealed, agreeing that these programs are
unconstitutional and violate the 10th Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution.

Parents are being selectively eased out of the
equation. Students will become human capital
(as defined in their literature), like so many
machines to produce �X� amount of output.�

Dan Connell of Tennessee, a former
federal executive, stated: �A School to
Work program is being shoved down our
throats, and nine out of 10 people don�t
have an inkling what�s going on. Local
school board members are being bam-
boozled, concerned parents are not being
told the facts, and our children, who still
suffer the most from this misguided en-
deavor,  have no say.�

Barbara Tennison, a parent in Cottage
Grove, Oregon, which has been the pilot
state for school reform, was quoted as
saying, �Can you name one state where
this issue of School to Work/Goals 2000
has appeared on a statewide ballot for a
vote of all the people?

�I can�t think of one, and I find that
strange. If these initiatives are so great,
why aren�t the people it affects and who
pay the taxes allowed a voice and a vote?�

The above represents a very small
portion of this �tangled web,� but if its
enough to strike a nerve, please call the
writer at (908) 654-5442 for more infor-
mation and documentation.

Kathleen Hintze
Westfield

When �Home Rule� Rules, Results
Are More Likely to Be Achieved

New Jerseyans are proud of their neighbor-
hoods. Our desire for home rule dates back even
before the formation of the nation, and was neces-
sarily guaranteed by the state constitution to pro-
tect such an important interest for our citizens.

We have in our state 566 local governing bodies
and 606 school districts. In this western region of
Union County, with over 150,000 people within a
10-mile radius, we have more than a dozen local
governments in towns such as Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood,
Cranford, Clark, Summit, Springfield, Union, Ber-
keley Heights and New Providence.

Each town is distinctive and vital. Just one visit
to our region will dispel the jokes about �New
Joisey.�

The desire for home rule and the carving up of
towns into smaller communities came about as
brothers, sisters and cousins with different ideas
about how to achieve their dreams took charge of
their local areas. They created neighborhoods which
turned into towns. People assumed accountability
for their own governing.

For example, over 100 years ago, the Borough of
Mountainside parted from the Town of Westfield
� over the issue of taxes for downtown sidewalks
� and formed its own government. One hundred
and three years ago, the Borough of Fanwood left
Scotch Plains Township over the paving of roads.
Yet, our great communities still co-exist as a
family in Union County.

The question now has been raised as to whether
this home rule has led to the highest property taxes
and car insurance rates in the nation. Some would
suggest that placing local property tax collection in
the hands of state government � with a nominal
role for county government � would somehow
mitigate the tax and insurance situation.

We are disappointed that Governor Christine
Todd Whitman�s study committee recommended
such an approach for this region. We want Trenton
to listen when we say, �if local government ain�t
broke, don�t fix it.�

Granted, there may be areas that would welcome
some �fixing,� but surely not every municipality in
the state. What about home rule?

Local governments have little say in car insur-
ance costs and we would venture to say that state
involvement has not helped it. If the state govern-
ment can�t �fix it,� perhaps state-mandated auto
insurance should be eliminated in favor of regional
or local initiatives. Would the situation be any
worse?

And court-imposed directives for the state to
manage 28 school districts under State Education
Commissioner Leo Klagholz adds fuel to battles
over state school funding. Somehow, many areas
manage to educate their children and score near the
top in results, despite state interference. Leave us
alone and we may succeed even more.

We won�t even ask the question of how court-
imposed edicts over housing quotas jibe with the
concept of home rule.

Therefore, when any governing body tells us that
new tax laws will reduce taxes, don�t believe it.
Many, many years ago, state government told us
that income taxes would be temporary � and the
same for the sales tax. Fool me once, shame on you.
Fool me twice, thrice...?

If state government must create yet another law,
make it this one � �For every law that is passed,
two others must be eliminated.�

Our municipalities flourish because our resi-
dents are accountable. We thrive on that responsi-
bility and seize the moments to enlarge our quality
of life. State government should take note.


