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NJ Transit Anticipates
Deal for Fanwood Lot

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

NJ Transit officials are hoping to
finalize a purchase agreement soon
with the owners of a South Avenue
property, adjacent to the Fanwood
train station, where the agency plans
to expand its commuter parking fa-
cilities.

Last Thursday, Fanwood munici-
pal department heads met with NJ
Transit representatives for the sec-
ond time to discuss a preliminary
concept plan for the proposed lot.
The two sides had initially met in
June.

Representing the borough at the
meeting were Borough Engineer Ri-
chard Marsden, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, Police Chief
Robert Carboy and Director of Public
Works Raymond Manfra.

During a special meeting of the
Mayor and Borough Council held
that night, officials agreed to send a
request to NJ Transit for what was
described as �a comprehensive pack-
age,� in writing, outlining all aspects
of the proposal.

The property earmarked by the
agency for the expanded lot is cur-
rently home to Scotchwood Automo-
tive, which is owned by Edward
Jastrzebski.

The proprietor, who has a lease
agreement with the property owners,
told The Times on Monday he is
waiting for negotiations between NJ
Transit and his landlords to conclude
before deciding the next course of
action for his own business.

�I�d like to stay in the area so as not

to hurt my customer base, but I really
haven�t pursued anything,� remarked
Mr. Jastrzebski, who said NJ Transit
has made him a financial offer to
help him relocate his business if he
chooses.

He noted, however, that he has not
yet made any firm decisions regard-
ing the future of Scotchwood Auto-
motive, saying his time frame is un-
certain until talks are completed be-
tween the property owners and NJ
Transit. If an agreement is reached,
Mr. Jastrzebski will have 90 days to
close up shop or relocate.

NJ Transit spokesman Robert
Fitzpatrick said the agency devel-
oped the proposal for the expanded
lot, which he termed �a very viable
project,� in response to demands over
the past several years for increased
parking for local train commuters.

�NJ Transit and commuters have
been looking forward to relieving
parking overcrowding for a long
time,� commented Mr. Fitzpatrick,
who said his agency hoped to close
on the property purchase �as soon as
possible.�

The Fanwood project is one of
several such proposals currently un-
der consideration to alleviate the park-
ing crunch at stations along the
Raritan Valley Line, another spokes-
man for NJ Transit revealed last
month.

Fanwood Officials Focus Attention
On Long-Range Planning Initiatives

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and
members of the Fanwood Borough
Council discussed varied topics deal-
ing with long-range planning during
a special 90-minute meeting last
Thursday.

Among the items on the governing
body�s agenda was a proposal by NJ
Transit to expand commuter parking
facilities at the Fanwood train sta-
tion, pending purchase of a parcel of
land adjacent to the south side train
station lot on South Avenue (see re-
lated story also on Page 1.)

During the special meeting, the
Mayor also revealed that $50 million
has been made available to area mu-
nicipalities through the Union County
Economic Development Corporation
for business ventures.

Councilman William E. Populus,
Jr., Chairman of the council�s Ad-
ministration and Finance Commit-
tee, told The Times later in the week
that the primary purpose of the fund-

ing program is to help local busi-
nesses make necessary improve-
ments. Applications for funding may
be made through the Economic De-
velopment Corporation, he said.

Mayor Connelly also announced

that a borough directory is scheduled
to be mailed to all Fanwood house-
holds by September. She said the
brochure was produced through the
sale of advertisement space and at no
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Gretchen Bowman for and The Times
HANGING OUT...Eric Hogan, 2, is shown here enjoying one of the recent
concerts on the Village Green in Scotch Plains. The performances are held every
Thursday evening throughout the summer.

David B. Corbin for The Times
WAITING FOR THE THROW�D. J. Garrett of the Scotch Plains 10-year-old
baseball team waits for a throw from the catcher as Bob Mroz of the Westfield
team slides into third in the second inning during a game on July 25. Scotch
Plains dropped a 12-11 thriller to Westfield.

Union County Utilities Authority, Ogden Martin Reach Accord
On 25-Year Lease Agreement for County�s Garbage Incinerator

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Union County�s Resource Recov-
ery Facility, more commonly known
as the trash incinerator in Rahway,
was officially turned over to private
enterprise last week with the comple-

tion of a quarter-century lease ar-
rangement with Ogden Martin Sys-
tems, Inc., the builder of the facility.

Jonathan Williams, General Coun-
sel to the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA), which had pre-
viously operated the incinerator, told

The Westfield Leader and The Times
last Thursday that the final contracts
were signed on July 22.

Ogden assumed operation of the
facility just after midnight the fol-
lowing day.

The utilities authority will send
250,000 tons of waste to the facility
each year through 25-year contracts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Gail Iammatteo
Chosen by GOP
For SP Ticket

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Republicans have
selected Board of Adjustment Chair-
woman Gail Iammatteo last Wednes-
day to join the slate of three Republi-
can candidates in the race for Town-
ship Council seats this November.

Fellow Board of Adjustment mem-
ber Paulette Coronato and incum-
bent Councilman Robert Johnston
are the two other Republicans run-
ning for the three seats. Mrs.
Iammateo was chosen after Realtor
James E. Fawcett bowed out of the
race earlier this month, citing family
and career obligations.

Irene Schimdt, a four-term Coun-
cilwoman, former Mayor and legis-
lative aide to state Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco, decided not
to seek another term on the council.
Mayor Joan Papen, also a 16-year
veteran councilwoman, decided to
step down and recently was elected to
the post of Vice Chairwoman of the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee under Frank X. McDermott,
Chairman of the Committee.

As of last week, Mrs. Papen as-
sumed a role of heading up the elec-
tion campaign � along with Scotch
Plains Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., � for the council
candidates.

Anthony Albanese and Nancy
Malool were named election co-chairs
on the first round of candidates.

The Democratic candidates for
council seats are Franklin P.
Donatelli, Tarquin Jay Bromley and
Geri Morgan Samuel.

Currently, the five-member coun-
cil is all Republican and council
members elect a mayor from among
themselves each year.

Mrs. Iammatteo, who is Deputy
Executive Director of New Jersey
Real Estate Commission in Trenton,
said she was �thrilled� to be on the
ticket. Mrs. Iammateo was consid-
ered the favorite to replace Mr.
Fawcett on the ticket and reportedly
was first runner-up after the first
selection round by local Republicans.

�We�re going to run hard to get our
message out,� Mrs. Iammatteo said.
She said she will begin �walking the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

signed with the Union County mu-
nicipalities of Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Linden, Hillside, Rahway, Winfield,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Union Town-
ship, Summit, Clark, Garwood and
Springfield.

These communities all include the
collection of garbage within their
municipal budgets. Kenilworth,

which also offers such a service in its
spending plan, chose not to partici-
pate in the county program.

Residents in the other seven com-
munities � Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford,
Berkeley Heights and New Provi-
dence � all pay private haulers di-
rectly. These towns chose not to bid

for municipal contracts to direct the
flow of trash to the county incinera-
tor and, thus, not join the UCUA
agreement.

One of the major concerns of offi-
cials was the deficiency agreement in
the lease deal. Originally, the county
would have had to make up any dif-

State Court Strikes Down Legality of EIC
 Trash Tax; Coalition Lobbies for Debt Funds

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

A statewide group Coalition to Stop
the Trash Tax cheered a preliminary
decision in Atlantic County Superior
Court on Monday, that virtually
throws out the disputed EIC tax (En-
vironmental Investment Charge) on
garbage in the Union County.

Shock waves from the preliminary
decision may hit home in Union
County, where officials propose an
$18.51-per-ton EIC tax on trash at
the Rahway burner.

A spokesman for the Coalition
claimed that the judgment in the Gallo-
way Township suit against Atlantic
County Utilities Authority over the trash
tax indicates �that there is no legal
standing for the imposition of an EIC.�

The EIC tax came about last fall as
the county utilities authorities
struggled to devise plans for paying
off debt on county-owner trash burn-
ers after Federal courts deemed it
illegal to require garbage collectors
to use the local incinerators. The
court action essentially deregulated
the garbage dumping industry.

Estimates put the current debt on
the statewide facilities at $1.6 billion.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority � which operated the county�s
Rahway trash incinerator until last
week � (see related story above)
hopes to pay off a remaining $80
million debt on the plant, with the
EIC tax on all garbage collected in
the county. An additional $180 mil-
lion will be generated through just

signed lease of the burner to Ogden
Martin Systems of Union Inc., the
builder of the incinerator.

Some local municipal officials claim
the total EIC tax burden per resident
will amount to about $15-a-year, since
the average household generates less
that a ton of trash per year.

President of the Waste Manage-
ment Association of New Jersey,
Edward M. Cornell, Jr., representing
garbage haulers, said, �We believe
the EIC to be unenforceable.� The
Union County Utilities Authority has
said it will set up �weigh stations� to
track and tax haulers taking trash out
of the county to dump elsewhere.

�We believe that with the EIC it�s
the public who suffers,� Mr. Cornell
said, indicating garbage collectors
will add the tax to what residents pay
for garbage collection. �It�s a �pass
through,�� charge, he said.

The so-called �tipping fee,� which
is what garbage collectors from Union
County pay to dump trash at the
plant, is about $50-per-ton at the
Union County incinerator. Report-
edly, the $50 includes the EIC charge
for in-county garbage. It is unclear
whether dumping fees for out-of-
county garbage would then be re-
duced to $31.49.

The national average rate for dumping
trash is $34.73, according to Mr. Cornell.

Utilities authorities borrowed mil-
lions after the state mandated that
counties handle their own garbage
disposal in the late 1980s as landfills
threatened to close. Only a handful of
the 21 counties built incinerators
while several other counties created
landfills. Other counties agreed to
dump garbage in those counties that
created facilities.

The Coalition opposing the trash
tax includes The New Jersey State
Chamber of Commerce, New Jersey
State League of Municipalities, Na-
tional Solid Wastes Management
Association, the New Jersey Busi-
ness and Industry Association, the
New Jersey Waste Management As-
sociation, among others. Mr. Cornell
pointed out that the coalition is �not
just garbage collectors anymore.�

Mr. Cornell said the haulers asso-
ciation along with the Coalition is
lobbying the Governor�s mansion to
bail out about one-half of the stranded
debt and deep-six the notion of an
EIC tax.

Fanwood Republican Councilman
Joel Whitaker has called the EIC
�nonsense.� He claims that proposed
State Senate legislation would spread
the bill for the burner debt evenly
around the state.

�If the state passed the bill, we
wouldn�t need the EIC,� according
to Mr. Whitaker.

Another solution, according to haul-
ers, would be to auction off the strug-
gling incinerators and collect about
one-half of the $1.6 billion debt. Then,
with the state picking up one-half of
the remaining debt, only one-quarter
of the original debt would remain.

After that, haulers propose finish-
ing off the debt with a 3 to 6 percent
dedicated tax, based on gross rev-
enue in the industry.

Mr. Cornell insisted the debt �has
to be based on a statewide solution.�
He claimed that, for example, Union
County dumping fees could be cut in
half under the scheme and competi-
tive with out-of-state facilities.

�Why would a hauler not want to go
to the Union County incinerator?� Mr.
Cornell admitted, if the price was right.

However, some local officials have
noted that a rise this year in waste
recycling costs after 10 years of gov-
ernment subsidies in the industry,
may have discouraged recycling and
increased dumping overall.

One-of-a-Kind Summer Camp Brings Computerized
Traveling Slide Show to International Conference
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Like many of his friends, Dennis
Fitzpatrick of Scotch Plains will be
traveling this summer. His first stop
is Ireland.

What makes Dennis� trip unique is
that the 12 year old will be part of a
team from Children�s Specialized
Hospital (CSH) that will address an
international assembly on Camp
Chatterbox.

The camp is the only one of its kind
in the world for children who com-
municate using augmentative and
alternative communication (AAC)
devices in the absence of speech.

Using their own equipment, Den-
nis and seven year olds Frankie
Kineavy of Sea Girt and Mickey
Cohen of Turnersville will narrate a
slide presentation that brings to life
what their camp experience is all
about � which is fun � and lots of it.

AAC users include children and

adults who, like Dennis, have cere-
bral palsy. A lack of muscle control,
one aspect of the condition, prevents
clear speech.

Augmentative and alternative com-
munication speech devices range
from a simple alphabet board, a �Chat
Box� (a glorified tape recorder) to
more elaborate laptop computer-like
mechanisms with voice synthesiz-
ers.

At the Eighth Biennial Interna-
tional Augmentative and Alterna-
tive Communication Conference in
Ireland, the hospital�s goal is to
present a prototype of Camp
Chatterbox that will inspire profes-
sionals from around the world to
establish other camps like it.

Leading the group will be Dr. Joan
Bruno, CSH�s Manager of Augmen-
tative Communication and Director
of the camp. The boys� parents will
also do a presentation.

What makes Camp Chatterbox so

extraordinary is that it blends the
traditional overnight camping ex-
perience of camaraderie, cabins, arts
and crafts, singing, dining hall an-
tics, boating, swimming and hik-
ing, with a week�s worth of inten-

sive therapy designed to help the
children make use of their AAC
devices and communicate more ef-
fectively.

The CSH camp uses the facilities
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CHAT THE DAY AWAY...Camp Chatterbox Director, Dr. Joan Bruno, pic-
tured at left, works with 12-year-old Scotch Plains camper Dennis Fitzpatrick
on a computer-related communication device that synthesizes his speech. The
one-of-a-kind camp includes families in the programs. Looking on is Sharon
Fitzpatrick, Dennis� mother.
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Mr. Fitzpatrick said the agency is
seeking to consolidate parking at the
south side lot with the adjacent prop-
erty. Of the total 135 to 140 spaces at
the south side lot, NJ Transit owns
approximately 50, with the remainder
owned by the borough.

While the concept plan calls for a net
gain of about 60 new parking stalls,
Mr. Fitzpatrick said NJ Transit has
recommended to borough officials that
this number be slightly reduced to al-
low for landscaping of the lot, which is
located in the heart of Fanwood�s down-
town.

He predicted that, with landscaping,
the number of parking spaces in the
new area would actually be closer to
50, bringing the total owned by the
agency to about 100.

At the meeting last week between
NJ Transit and the borough, municipal
department heads suggested several
changes to the concept plan to better
facilitate traffic flow and maintenance
at the expanded lot, according to Mr.
Manfra.

In addition to parking spaces and the
design of the expanded lot, other issues
still under discussion between the bor-
ough and NJ Transit involve revenues
from the sale of parking permits, fees
charged for those permits, and how the
proposed expansion would impact an
existing contract between the agency
and Fanwood which expires several
years into the next century.

The borough, which owns all park-
ing spaces on the north side of the
train station, currently operates and
administrates the south side as well,
and collects all revenue from the sale
of parking permits. Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said parking per-
mit sales on the south side lot gener-
ated $49,000 in revenue in 1997.

NJ Transit has offered Fanwood the
opportunity to continue overseeing
the expanded lot, according to Mr.

Fitzpatrick. He said the municipality
would be reimbursed for its expenses
�off the top� from parking permit fees,
with the remainder of the revenue to
be split between the borough and the
agency based on the number of park-
ing spaces each owns.

Once borough officials have re-
ceived a response to their request
for a comprehensive package, Coun-
cilman William E. Populus, Jr.,
Chairman of the council�s Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee, said
the governing body hopes to meet
formally with NJ Transit to discuss
all of the issues in question.

The agency will be required to sub-
mit an application for site plan ap-
proval for the expanded parking lot
before the Fanwood Planning Board.

NJ Transit Anticipates
Deal for Fanwood Lot

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cost to local taxpayers.
She said she believed the publication,

which is expected to include listings of
local businesses, volunteer groups and
municipal meeting dates, as well as other
information, would be an important tool
of communication between the borough
administration and residents.

In addition, she proposed that quar-
terly �town meetings� would give resi-
dents an additional opportunity to voice
their concerns outside of the governing
body�s monthly regular public sessions.

Under public safety, Fanwood Police
Chief Robert Carboy reviewed efforts to
deter speeding on local streets, which he
said have proven successful, as well as
the pending selection of a new police
lieutenant for the Fanwood force.

The position has been vacant since
erstwhile Lieutenant Donald Domanoski
was promoted to Captain at the begin-
ning of this year. Currently, the depart-
mental hierarchy includes one captain
and one lieutenant, followed by five ser-
geants.

Chief Carboy, who said he expects to
retire in four years, recommended the
structure of the department be revised to
include one captain and two lieutenants,
which he said would broaden the pool of
candidates from which to eventually se-
lect a new chief. He proposed that with
two lieutenants, the number of sergeants
would be reduced from five to four.

Officials postponed an in-depth dis-
cussion on the pocket park which has
been proposed for a parcel of vacant land
on Watson Road. The borough has been
awarded $125,000 through Union
County�s Project Pocket Park Program,
which the governing body has antici-
pated matching with funds and in-kind
services to develop the park.

The matter was delayed until the gov-
erning body�s Wednesday, August 5,
agenda session, when Councilwoman
Karen M. Schurtz, who was absent from
last week�s special meeting due to per-
sonal business, is expected to give an
update on the proposal. Mrs. Schurtz is
Chairwoman of the borough�s recently-
appointed Pocket Park Committee.

Council members and residents have
expressed mixed views on the pocket
park idea, with some recommending al-
ternate locations for the park so the
Watson Road site could be reserved for
ratables.

Others have suggested using a portion
of the grant money to continue improve-
ments at existing borough parks � which
is permitted under the county program.

Mayor Connelly reiterated that during
the past decade, local officials and the
public have considered but ultimately
rejected several potential uses for the
Watson Road property � which has be-
come overgrown and unsightly.

While acknowledging the governing

body has several options regarding use of
the county funds, she emphasized that
�we absolutely need to do something
about Watson Road�as Mayor, I will
not be responsible for letting that site sit
there in that condition forever. It�s not
fair to the residents.�

Officials Focus Attention
On Long-Range Initiatives

ference in cash if tonnage to the
incinerator from the 13 towns fell
below 250,000 tons.

Mr. Williams asserted that an ar-
rangement was reached between the
authority and Ogden Martin whereby
the latter will make up the difference
by selling this capacity to other towns.

Another major aspect of the deal,
expected to be announced within a
few weeks, is the settlement of a
lawsuit with Bergen County. The
settlement in that case will enable
Bergen to officially pull out of its
contract with the utilities authority.

Before the settlement, Bergen County
was apparently sending its garbage to
West Virginia for one-half the cost of
using the Union County burner, ac-
cording to Edward M. Cornell, Jr.,
President of the Waste Management
Association of New Jersey.

While the Bergen County Utilities
Authority had a contract with the
UCUA, the end of flow restrictions in
the state essentially freed up Bergen
haulers to dump their trash at a facil-
ity or landfill of their choice, since
neither the haulers or Bergen towns
had any agreements with the UCUA.

Mr. Williams noted that the settle-
ment with Bergen will reduce the
portion of the debt to be paid � some
$80 million � by nearly half, via the
Environmental Investment Charge
(EIC). Also reducing this cost will be
any legislated state aid which is still
pending.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla emphasized that, �anyone
who hires a private hauler should not
see an increase (in disposal fees).� In
fact, he noted, a decrease should be
delivered to residents �over the next
month.�

However, Mr. Cornell insisted that
any EIC taxes will be passed on to
residents by garbage collectors.

In comparing the new disposal fee
at the incinerator of $50 per ton with
the previous $83.05 figure, Mr.
Lapolla stated that, �the cost of dis-
posing (of) garbage in Union County
in 1998 is $10 million less than it was
in 1997, and there will be similar
savings in the years to come.�

Mr. Williams said the disposal fees
at the county burner through the
municipal contracts with the utilities
authority will be �stable� over the
length of the lease.

Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari re-
ferred to the lease agreement as a
�landmark accomplishment.� He
called it a �true public and private
venture� between the county and the
13 towns which signed to the long-
term agreement with the UCUA.

�This is no small accomplish-
ment,� he said, adding that the Free-

holder board �took the bull by the
horns� to complete the deal and pro-
vide a stable garbage disposal system
in the county.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves said
that many people, including some former
board members, were accusing the
Democratic majority of being �chicken
little� in their eagerness to lease the
incinerator to solve a looming waste
crisis in the county in terms of the
outstanding debt on the incinerator.

William G. Kravec, Chairman of
the Union County Solid Waste Advi-
sory Council, while not disproving of
the lease arrangement, expressed
some concerns about the EIC fee.

�The Union County Freeholders
and the Union County Utilities Au-
thority have moved swiftly in choos-
ing an option that will eliminate the
tremendous debt incurred by the
building of the resource recovery fa-
cility,� he said.

�I am, however, concerned that the
option that they chose may conflict
with current legislation that is before
the Assembly, the (state) Senate, and
the program that the Governor is
proposing (for funding incinerators)
in the state,� Mr. Kravec added.

Even if the county imposes an EIC,
Mr. Kravec said that if it is deemed
unconstitutional in the courts, �this
will still leave Union County with a
portion of the debt which could really
only be paid off by increasing prop-
erty taxes.�

He said this could be done by �trans-
ferring the responsibility of the tax to
the municipalities and may cause the
seven municipalities that have pri-
vate collection to go into the garbage
business.�

The county began talks with Ogden
Martin last year to develop a solution
to the problem of keeping the incin-
erator financially viable in the age of
deregulation.

Mr. Williams asserted that the lease
will ensure the incinerator will now
be operated �in the black.� Report-
edly, the utilities authority was �in
the red� by some $60,000 to $100,000
since the dumping fee at the facility
was dropped to $50 per ton in No-
vember.

The waste tonnage at the incinera-
tor also dropped by one-half to two-
thirds in November, at the end of
waste flow control in the state. Haul-
ers at that point, many of whom were
believed to be from Bergen County,
began dumping at less expensive fa-
cilities or out-of-county landfills.

In order to keep the capacity at or
near 100 percent, the UCUA dropped
a disposal dumping fee of $50 per ton
and will likely enter the �spot mar-
ket.� The latter is for haulers looking
for a temporary facility to dump.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Utilities Authority,
Ogden Martin Reach Accord
On 25-Year Lease Agreement

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

neighborhoods in August.�
�We�re hoping to meet as many people

as possible,� she added.
Mrs. Iammatteo is a 23-year resident

of the township and owned several bridal
shops over a 10-year period in Edison.
She was also appointed by Union County
Freeholders to the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School Board of Educa-
tion.

She has served 10 years with the Board
of Adjustment and said a council mem-
ber may not sit on the Board of Adjust-
ment.

�I�ve been giving to the community,
and this is the next step,� Mrs. Iammatteo
said about her candidacy.

While admitting she is clearly in the
first days of her campaign, Mrs.
Iammatteo called Scotch Plains �unique�
and said, �I like the downtown as it
exists. It�s not a carbon copy of other
downtowns.�

�We are looking ahead to the future.
We need open space in this town,� she
added.

�Scotch Plains is a real cross-section,�
Mrs. Iammatteo commented, and added
that she wanted to �keep things as they
are.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gail Iammatteo
Chosen by GOP
For SP Ticket

of Camp Merry Heart in Hackettstown.
At camp, parents learn the skills they

need to efficiently and consistently in-
corporate communication devices into
life at home. They also enjoy the precious
opportunity to share their concerns as the
parents of children with disabilities.

�It�s a boost,� added Dr. Bruno. �Par-
ents have to fight for everything they
need in terms of services and equipment.
(Camp) rejuvenates them, so they can go
home and fight again.�

According to Sharon Fitzpatrick, Den-
nis� mother, �It�s motivational. We learn
how to use the device more, how to inte-
grate it more, how to make it available to
Dennis at all times.�

That is why campers like Dennis and
his family come back year after year. It is
his seventh summer at Camp Chatterbox,
which began as a day camp.

During the year, Mrs. Fitzpatrick is
usually the parent most involved in Den-
nis� therapy. She needs to be the �tech-
nology whiz.�

�Getting the dads there,� said Mrs.
Fitzpatrick, and �getting them reac-
quainted with the technology and the
therapy � that�s a big thing.�

Dennis� sisters, Diane, 11, and Judy,
8, also look forward to camp. In addition
to the fun, �It�s a chance for them to bond
with other siblings of children with dis-
abilities,� their mother explained.

�The girls get to see how other siblings
interact. It really helps everyone,� she
said.

�And Dennis has a blast,� Mrs.
Fitzpatrick pointed out.

A concentrated dose of AAC therapy is
important for Dennis, who attends Coles
Elementary School in the township. While
inclusion in the regular school program
benefits Dennis in many ways, he does
lose AAC therapy time.

At school, Dennis uses his own speech
plus a low-tech combination of the Chat
Box and alphabet board to communicate.

�Because he has some speech,� said
his mother, �it�s more difficult for him to
work at learning a device.�

Dr. Bruno added, �Because Dennis
goes to regular school, it�s important for
him to be like his peers. Sometimes, it�s
easier to sit back and be quiet rather than
use his device and be different.�

In class, Dennis prefers to speak in
response to a teacher�s question. �If you
understand the context of the question,�
explained Mrs. Fitzpatrick, �there�s a
good chance you�ll understand his an-
swer.�

Dennis� alphabet board is becoming
more of a communication asset as his
spelling improves. If someone has trouble
understanding, he can begin to spell out
the word by pointing to letters on the
board.

Mrs. Fitzpatrick is pleased over plans
by Dennis� fifth-grade teacher, a mem-
ber of Coles� Technology Team, to spend
a day at Camp Chatterbox to see ACCs in
action.

�Training time (for teachers and aides)
is a big problem,� said Mrs. Fitzpatrick.
�Time is just not there during the school
day.�

The Fitzpatrick family feels fortunate
that Dennis� aides have come for instruc-
tion in the use of his equipment on their
own time.

To write, Dennis uses a laptop com-
puter with a special joystick, much like
the one he uses to control his motorized
wheelchair, and an on-screen keyboard.

In preparing their segment of the Camp
Chatterbox presentation, Dennis, Frankie
and Mickey used their computers to an-
swer questions about camp. Dr. Bruno
used the boys� responses for the slide
show.

During a recent rehearsal, as each
slide flashed on the screen, the boys
took turns pressing a button on their
AAC devices to activate the voice-syn-
thesized narrative they had created. It
took hours of preparation.

While the first dress rehearsal seemed
near perfect, Dennis admitted to Dr.
Bruno that he had �messed up.� She
assured him he would do just fine next
time.

�Dennis recognizes how important this
presentation is, and he wants to do his
best,� she remarked. �Because he�s older,
he understands the significance of what�s
going on.�

This September, if Dennis describes
his summer vacation, he might describe
the new game he and his dad invented
using a �Koosh� ball slingshot.

Or, he might report on the latest com-
puter game he enjoyed playing with his
sisters. He might even say how much he
liked swimming at Willow Grove Swim
Club.

He almost certainly will want to talk
about Camp Chatterbox.

Quoting the boys from their slide pre-
sentation: �Because of Camp Chatterbox,
we all have something important to say.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Campers Plan Slide Show
At International Conference

Chelsea�s Proposal to Increase
Assisted Living Units Postponed
By GRETCHEN BOWMAN

Specially Written for The Times

The continuation of the hearing
for The Chelsea on South Avenue
was postponed July 22 by the Fanwood
Planning Board and rescheduled for
the board�s next regular meeting on
Wednesday, August 26.

An attorney representing the as-
sisted living residence requested a
month-long extension in order to
reconfigure the ratio between the
number of assisted living beds and
the number of beds for senior citi-
zens. Residents are all 55 years of age
or older.

A revised plan that would turn the
entire fourth floor into assisted liv-
ing units is still under consideration
by Chelsea officials.

Board members noted the proposal
would decrease the number of apart-
ments for senior citizens, and that
the initial goal of the Chelsea facility
was to increase availability of senior
citizen housing.

The board speculated that the
reconfiguration may be due, in part,
to the fact that an increase in assisted
living units will require fewer park-
ing spaces.

In June, Chelsea officials submit-
ted a proposal for a 40-unit indepen-
dent living senior residence with a
six-unit addition for assisted living.
The addition, though, would require
another 87 parking spaces.

Also reviewed was a revised plan
that would involve a drive-through
shelter, versus the previously pro-
posed center courtyard.

Chelsea officials are rethinking
many aspects of the initial applica-
tion. The finalized plan, with all its
revisions, will be made public at the
next regular meeting on August 26.

In other business, Andrea Correll
and John Hicks of Willoughby Road
successfully petitioned the board for
permission to create a gable shelter
with railings over their porch to in-
crease safety and shelter from in-
clement weather.

It was noted that the proposed struc-
ture would beautify the existing house
as well as the neighborhood.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kaplan of
Belvidere Avenue sought approval
for an addition to the rear of their
home. The board questioned the pro-
posed side-yard allowances, prompt-
ing the couple to assure the board
that the plan would follow Borough
Code setback requirements and, thus,
no variance would be needed.

The Kaplans� addition would go
straight up and back from the exist-
ing house and would create more
room for the couple and their three
daughters. Board Chairman Gregory
S. Cummings emphasized the im-
portance of this type of addition,
saying it is in line with Fanwood�s
reputation as a family community.

The plan would encroach some-
what on the building-to-lot coverage
ratio allowance, but board Vice Chair-
man Jack Molenaar claimed that the
difference was minimal. The board
approved the Kaplans� proposal.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly made a special request that

the board memorialize a resolution
for the proposed Sun Tavern Italian
restaurant at its next agenda meeting
on Monday, August 17, rather than at
the August 26 regular meeting.

The board approved an applica-
tion for Sun Tavern to occupy the
former Goal Post restaurant site on
South Avenue at a special meeting
earlier this month.

The Mayor indicated picking up
the pace on Sun Tavern�s plan so that
construction work could begin on the
restaurant. Mayor Connelly reported
that the change in dates, two weeks
earlier, would allow for the permit
approval process to begin.

Board members admitted they were
aware that construction had started
on the tavern, prior to the final
memorialization.

Board members reported that they
have not received plans from the
architect on the project. Since the
Building Department will not issue a
permit until there�s a resolution from
the board, present efforts are in vio-
lation, officials said. Work on the
tavern was ordered stopped until the
board approved the resolution.

The board was in favor of the
Mayor�s call for a special meeting if
a quorum of board members who
voted on the application earlier this
month are able to attend. Five board
members must be present for a quo-
rum.

Pending the availability of board
members, a special meeting will be
held on August 17 to adopt the reso-
lution for Sun Tavern.

In other business, the board me-
morialized a resolution for the appli-
cation of David and Lisa LaShell of
Tillotson Road for construction of a
deck in the rear corner of their home.

Also, resolutions were memorial-
ized for Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dill of
South Martine Avenue, as well as
Joselito and Maria Elena Fernando
of Madison Avenue, acknowledging
the board�s recent approval of their
fence applications.

The Dills� plan was approved on
the condition that the couple�s fence
does not to obstruct the view of south-
bound traffic exiting Burns Way. The
Fernandos� fence must not obstruct
traffic in the Madison Avenue and
Willow Avenue intersection, accord-
ing to the board.

The Fanwood Police Department
okayed both projects.

MONDAY, JULY 20
� The theft of a contractor�s tool from

a job site on Brandywine Court over the
weekend was reported to police.

� Sherod McKay, 20, of Newark was
arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana, pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop on Route No.
22, authorities said.

TUESDAY, JULY 21
� Jossy Sanchez, 27, of Plainfield was

arrested and charged with driving under
the influence of alcohol pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road, ac-
cording to police.

� Timmothy White, 38, of Newark
was arrested and charged with obstruct-
ing the administration of the law for
allegedly giving police a false identity to
avoid arrest on outstanding warrants,
during an officer�s investigation of a
motor vehicle stop in the 1700 block of
Front Street.

� Police reported that a disturbance
took place in the morning in the 300
block of Willow Avenue during which
one person was reportedly assaulted and
a firearm was discharged.

An investigation of the incident so far
has indicated that three occupied ve-
hicles approached three people who were
standing in the roadway on Willow Av-
enue.

A number of unidentified suspects then
exited the vehicles, according to police,
and a confrontation ensued. One of the
victims was reportedly beaten on the
head, sustaining minor injury before flee-
ing south on Willow Avenue, authorities
said.

As the victim fled, at least one of the
suspects gave chase and a single shot was
fired, evidenced by a 9 millimeter shell
casing which was recovered at the scene.

All parties left the area prior to police
arrival, authorities confirmed. The mo-
tive for the assault remains under inves-
tigation.

� A resident of Front Street reported
that a tire on his vehicle was slashed. A
green, two-door vehicle resembling a
Camaro was seen leaving the area, au-
thorities said.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
� Michael Bocknack, 44, of Edison

was arrested and charged with eluding
police following a motor vehicle stop in
the 400 block of Park Avenue, according
to police.

Officer Joseph Zito stopped the sus-
pect while on bicycle patrol. He ap-
proached the suspect�s vehicle and con-

versed with the latter, after which
Bocknack allegedly fled the scene at a
high rate of speed, with Officer Zito
following, authorities said.

Bocknack was then apprehended with
the assistance of marked patrol units a
short distance away on Front Street.
Authorities found the suspect to be driv-
ing with a suspended license, and also
discovered there was an outstanding con-
tempt warrant for Bocknack out of New
Brunswick, police said.

� A cellular telephone was reported
stolen from a vehicle parked in the 1700
block of East Second Street.

� A 20-inch, blue Trek bicycle was
reported stolen from a residence on Morse
Avenue.

� Cash was reported stolen from the
glove compartment of a vehicle which
was parked in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School parking lot.

THURSDAY, JULY 23
� Police received a report of damage

to the bicycle racks at the rear of busi-
nesses in the 1800 block of East Second
Street.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
� Police report that a man attempted

to steal two power tools from a business
in the 500 block of Terrill Road.

Authorities said the unidentified sus-
pect, described as a black male wearing
baggy jeans, a blue shirt and a black cap,
entered the property and attempted to
remove the tools.

When confronted, the suspect said he
was selling tools, according to police.
The owner identified the tools as his
own, at which time the suspect fled into
Plainfield and could not be located, au-
thorities said.

� The theft of a 1996 Toyota pickup
was reported from in front of a Park
Avenue business. The vehicle was re-
covered by the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment a short time later following an
accident.

SATURDAY, JULY 25
� Edgar Chacon, 37, of Staten Island

was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence of alcohol pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on Raritan Road.

SUNDAY, JULY 26
� Nathaniel Jeter, 27, of Vailsburg

was arrested and charged with obstruct-
ing the administration of the law after
allegedly providing a false identity to
avoid detection on outstanding warrants
during an police officer�s investigation
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on Route
No. 22, authorities said.

Two Suspects are Charged
With Aggravated Assault

Two men were arrested on Madi-
son Avenue near Martine Avenue in
Fanwood last Saturday on charges
of aggravated assault and criminal
mischief after a police officer was
injured during an investigation on
Russell Road, authorities confirmed.

Law enforcement units from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains were
checking out an early morning re-
port of noise behind homes on
Russell Road when a sergeant from
Scotch Plains noticed a vehicle trav-

eling down the street without its
lights on, according to Fanwood
Police Chief Robert Carboy.

The chief said the sergeant was
struck with the car�s rear view mir-
ror as it passed. The officer, who
sustained injuries to his knee and rib
cage, was taken to Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield,
where he was treated and released.

Suspects David Angelo, 19, of
Westfield and James McDonough,
25, of South Plainfield were each
charged with aggravated assault and
two counts of criminal mischief,
Chief Carboy revealed.

The pair is believed responsible
for having broken windows on two
vehicles in Fanwood, one on Forest
Road and another on Russell Road,
between July 23 and July 25, the
chief said.

Angelo and McDonough were
transported to the Union County
Jail, Chief Carboy said. Bail for
each of the suspects was set at
$25,000, or $10,000 cash.

Randy Young Attends
National Workshop

For Physics Teachers
Randy Young, a physics teacher at

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
recently completed a three-week work-
shop designed especially for physics
teachers who are interested in exploring
the use of computers and computer sen-
sors to aid physics instruction.

She was one of 22 participants from
across the country who were accepted for
admission to this �Project PHYSLab� at
The Catlin Gabel School in Portland,
Oregon.

This computer interfacing workshop
was funded by the National Science Foun-
dation, and through cooperative local
funding and grants from the M.J.
Murdock Charitable Trust and the
Tektronix Foundation.

Mrs. Young will return to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School this fall
with valuable computer-related sensing
equipment designed to increase student
participation and understanding of the
physical sciences, according to school
district spokeswoman Kathleen L. Meyer.


