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Gretchen Bowman for The Times
OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Senior
Class President Adam Baumwoll, center, is pictured here with Class Vice
President Wendy Underwood, left, and Secretary and Treasurer, Vaneisha
Paynter.

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WITH THEIR DATES...Adam Kendler and his prom date, Diana Shineman,
left, and Steve Abeles and his date, Laura Krashor, have a moment together at
the Rosenblum family home on Breeze Knoll Drive in Westfield prior to their
Westfield High School Junior/Senior Prom.

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HEADED FOR THE PROM...These young men are anxious to get their
Westfield High School Junior/Senior Prom started. They are shown here during
pre-prom picture taking by there parents at the Baly household on New England
Drive in Westfield.

RAINFOREST FILM DIRECTOR VISITS WESTFIELD…Ben Shedd, direc-
tor of the IMAX film Tropical Rainforest and the Academy Award winning film
Flight of the Gossamer Condor, spoke to sixth grade students at Roosevelt
Intermediate School on May 20 about his experiences in the rainforest as well as
his career as a film maker. Currently at Princeton on a fellowship, Mr. Shed has
also been a producer, director and writer on the Peabody award-winning public
television science series NOVA. Sixth grade geography teacher and Roosevelt
Environmental Club advisor Cynthia MacGonagle joins students Jacob Mirsky
and Liz Fetissoff in welcoming Mr. Shedd to Mrs. MacGonagle’s classroom
which she and her students have designed to look like a rainforest.

PINKIES UP…As part of their Listening to the Past Try-It, second-grade
Brownie Girl Scouts from Troop No. 640 at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch
Plains recently visited Pinkies Up in Old Bridge. While there, they learned about
life in the Victorian era, dressed up in period costumes, made choker necklaces
and participated in a formal tea party. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Annie Smith and Francesca Lumetta; middle row, Jayne Dzuback, Michele
Silverstein, Kathryn Albanese-DeMair, Rheana Rien and Daneen Easley, and
back row, Troop Leader Cathy Smith, Briana Caracter, Emily Meehan, Erica
Nadal, Molly Meehan and Assistant Leader Yvette Easley.

Library to Register Children
For ‘Reading Round-Up’

The Children’s Department of the
Westfield Memorial Library will kick
off its Summer Reading Club pro-
gram, entitled “Reading Round-Up”
later this month.

Children who are reading on their
own and who are members of the
Westfield Memorial Library may reg-
ister for the Western-themed pro-
gram starting on Monday, June 15.
Registration for “Reading Round-
Up” will continue throughout the
summer.

Youngsters will receive instruc-
tions and a reading record booklet.
“Western” souvenirs will be earned
for every five, 10 and 15 books read,
then for every 20, 30 or more books
which follow. Readers’ horses and
cowboy hats will be posted around a

desert scene at the library.
For children who are members of

the library but not yet reading on
their own, a Listening Club is of-
fered.

All participants receive a listening
booklet. Each child’s name is then
posted and achievement stickers are
displayed for five, 10 and 20 books
shared at home. A special bookmark
is awarded when club members have
listened to 20 books.

Registration for the Listening Club
also begins on June 15, and contin-
ues throughout the summer. For
more information about either pro-
gram, individuals may visit the
Children’s Department of the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Vietnam Veterans Install
Officers at May Meeting

At its May general meeting, Union
County Chapter No. 688 of the Viet-
nam Veterans of America, Inc. (VVA)
conducted the installation ceremony
for its officers for 1998-2000.

Taking the oath of office were Presi-
dent Jerry Hughes, First Vice Presi-
dent Bob Clark, Second Vice Presi-
dent John Ferry, Treasurer Allen
Weingartner and Secretary Joe
McCourt.

Also installed were in-coming
members of the Board of Directors,
including John Hruska, Dan
Klucznyk, Jim Pressman and Rich
Zalinkanskas.

Current directors Jim Donelan, Ed
Martucci and Bill Sinkowitz have
one year remaining on their two-year
terms.

The VVA is a veterans service
organization comprised of former
members of the armed forces of the
United States who served during the
Vietnam War era — January 1959
through May 1975.

The primary goals of the VVA are

to support the full range of veterans
issues important to Vietnam-era vet-
erans; to create a new identity for this
generation of veterans, and to change
the public perception of Vietnam vet-
erans.

Union County Chapter No. 688 of
VVA consists of 150 men and women
involved in the following activities:
visits to veterans hospitals; support
of veterans memorials and obser-
vances; assistance to disabled and
needy veterans and their families;
sponsorship of programs for home-
less veterans; a reference forum for
issues related to the Vietnam War,
and presentation of patriotic and his-
torical projects in the schools.

Chapter No. 688 meets at 7:30
p.m. on the second Tuesday of each
month at American Legion Post No.
3 on North Avenue in Westfield. All
Vietnam-era veterans are invited to
attend the meetings.

For membership information,
please call Membership Chairman
Bob Clark at (732) 499 9796.

Students Invited to Learn
About Training of Police

For high school students who have
completed their junior year, a Union
County Police Officer Youth Week
program is being offered this sum-
mer for young adults interested in
law enforcement.

The simulated law enforcement
training program, with a special
emphasis this year on gang resis-
tance education, will be conducted
by the Union County Police Chiefs
Association with the support of
the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office.

“This promises to be an exciting
week of interesting presentations that
will cover all facets of police train-
ing,” said Garwood Police Chief
Robert Ryan, who is helping to coor-
dinate the effort.

“All our teenage participants will
be exposed to a quasi-military envi-
ronment, a physical fitness program
and activities that will be patterned
after the actual recruit training expe-
rience,” he added.

The Youth Week program will take
place at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains during the week of July 13 to
17, and will include information
about the personal and social conse-

quences of substance abuse, anger
management, conflict resolution and
cultural diversity.

Students will learn about the his-
tory of policing, crime scene investi-
gative techniques, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation techniques, motor ve-
hicle laws and safety issues, commu-
nication skills, bias crime, and laws
about alcohol use and juvenile delin-
quency.

County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan said participating students
need to have a recommendation from
their school’s guidance counselor or
principal, and be able to take part in
physical fitness activities.

“The most important requirements
are a keen interest in the law or law
enforcement, good moral character
and a good academic standing,” Mr.
Manahan said.

“It is a chance to gain an invalu-
able experience from state-of-the-art
instructors inside the best police acad-
emy in New Jersey,” he maintained.

To participate, students need to
complete an application. Union
County Police Chief Richard Mannix,
President of the county chiefs asso-
ciation, said these have been sent to
every school district in the county.

WSO Caravan Travels
To Elementary Schools

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra Caravan, a small ensemble made
up of all the instrumental families of
the orchestra, recently performed at
Wilson Elementary and Holy Trinity
Inter-Parochial Schools in Westfield,
and Deerfield Elementary School in
Mountainside.

The Caravan, in its inaugural sea-
son, played interactive concerts that
included Mozart’s Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik.

The Caravan group is led by West-
field Symphony Orchestra Music
Director and Conductor David Wroe.
The interactive mini-concerts are
designed to bring classical music to
a wider audience.

It has been shown that students

who are involved with music gen-
erally have better study habits and
receive higher math scores, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the WSO. In
fact, the New Jersey Department of
Education recently instated the arts
as one of 12 core curriculum
courses.

The concerts were presented by the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Edu-
cation Committee with the assistance
the schools’ parent and teacher orga-
nizations and donations from private
citizens and businesses.

The Caravan concerts will con-
tinue next season and the WSO hopes
to enlarge its audience to include
other school districts, hospitals and
senior citizen facilities.

Mr. Bagger Proposes to Use
Surplus Fund for No Interest
School Construction Loans

Assemblyman Richard H. Bag-
ger, of Westfield, has proposed that
the $78 million surplus in the Fund
for the Support of Free Public
Schools be used to provide interest-
free loans for public school con-
struction.

Mr. Bagger introduced the legis-
lation this week, saying, “This bill
would make school construction less
taxing by using a state funding pool
that has a healthy balance.”

Currently, the fund only guaran-
tees bonds sold by school districts.
The bill would allow up to one-third
of a project to be financed with zero
interest loans.

“The State Department of Educa-
tion estimates that billions of dol-
lars is required to address school
construction and renovation needs
statewide,” Assemblyman Bagger
said.

Many areas are experiencing
sharp increases in the school age
population. Yet, many voters are
rejecting local bond referendums to
build new schools or repair old ones
out of concern for high property
taxes.

Payments will be made back into
the fund to ensure that money will
still be there years from now for new
projects, Assemblyman Bagger said.

The Fund for the Support of Free
Public Schools is financed through
the sale of riparian lands. The re-
serves are used to guarantee bonds
issued by school districts for school
construction. This reduces the
district’s interest rate on the bonds.

At present, only $45 million of
the $123 million balance is obli-
gated as security for existing bonds,
leaving $78 million that is avail-
able, according to the Fund trustees.

Under Assemblyman Bagger’s
proposal, the Fund would be used to
buy bonds directly from school dis-
tricts for specific projects which
would then be paid back with no
interest.

“With the tremendous needs for
school facilities throughout our state,
it makes sense to leave dedicated
revenue sources untapped,” Assem-

blyman Bagger. “While this bill will
never address all of our facilities
needs, it will help leverage $234
million in school construction and
renovations.”

Music Studio Faculty Issues
Schedule of Student Recitals
The faculty of The Music Studio,

located at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will present several re-
citals on Saturday and Sunday, June
6 and 7, featuring their students.

On Saturday, the cello students of
Jeanne Jaubert and the piano stu-
dents of Eva Botai will perform at the
First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street, in Westfield.

Featured cellists will include Sa-
rah Godfrey, Sarah Lapidus, Dan
Ramage, Joanna Richardson and
Jacob Rosenstein of Westfield, Gre-
gory Cash of Linden, Kenneth Kass
of Edison, and Debbie Toplansky of
Union.

Piano students performing are
Ashley Carfagno of Scotch Plains,
and Aaron Eisenberg, Michael Kane,
Edward, Elizabeth, Patrick and Tho-
mas Purcell, Lindsey Sauerwein,
Katherine Taylor, Elena Tinfow,
Chris and Michelle Zaffuto, all of
Westfield.

On Sunday, the students of Janet
and Thomas Lyman will perform in
recital at 2 p.m. at the Zion Lutheran
Church at Oakridge and Raritan
Roads in Clark.

The students range from five years
old to adult, and will perform on a
variety of musical instruments such
as the harp, violin, piano, clarinet
and trumpet, playing music from
Bach to Elvis Presley.

Those performing are Michelle
Eniclericio, Robert Evans, Tyler
Isamin, Eve Pomerants, Suzanne
Yavos, Kerry Foley, Lauren Ross and
Linda Teiner, all from Westfield;
Ayana Brody and Tomo Givson from
Scotch Plains; Danielle Fine from
Mountainside and Alex Kruper from
Fanwood.

Others include Christian Breskin
and Aaron Kaplan from Springfield,
Gwen Brown from North Plainfield,
Harrison Davis from Cranford, Eve
Pomerants from Elizabeth and Katie
Czado from Kenilworth.

The students of Jenny Cline will
also perform on Sunday at 6 p.m. in
Mozart Hall at The Music Studio on
flute and piano.

Performing in recital will be
Andres Betancourt, Rebecca Bieber,
Sebastian Brundage, Elizabeth
Encarnacion, Felecia Erlich, Alena
Fleming, Sophie Hall, Nick

Mironovich, Alison Petrow, Anna-
Lena Schmidt, Connor Sheehan,
Laura Shelman, Caroline Steller and
Jenna Zorn, all of Westfield.

Also performing will be Scotch
Plains resident Katie Petrone, and
Short Hills resident Jessica
Weinstock. Musical selections will
include works by Bach, Beethoven,
Mozart, Telemann and Handel. A
reception will follow. The public is
invited to attend all recitals.

The Music Studio is a division of
The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, a non-profit organization es-
tablished in 1972 by Dr. Theodore K.
Schlosberg.

The mission of the Workshop is to
provide creative experiences and
training in the arts for pre-school
children through adults. For infor-
mation on any NJWA programs,
please call (908) 789-9696.

Parkinson Group
To Meet June 12

The Parkinson Support Group in
Westfield will meet at 12:30 p.m.
on Friday, June 12, instead of the
normal time of 1:30 p.m. on a
Monday.

The meeting will still meet in the
Parish House Lounge of the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Dr. Jill Brooks, a neuro-
phychologist at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry-Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School, will ad-
dress the emotional aspects of Par-
kinsonism for the Parkinson patients
and their caregivers.

Dr. Brooks’ studies have included
speech pathology, neurological sur-
gery, communicative disorders, and
neuropsychology.

She is an Assistant Professor of
Clinical Neurology and Clinical Sur-
gery at Robert Wood Johnson Medi-
cal School. She is also a clinical
neuropsychologist at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital.

The support group’s meetings are
open to the public. For additional
information and directions to the
church, please call the church, at
(908) 233-0301. There will be no
meeting in July or August.

Single Parent Network
No Longer Active Group

The Single Parent Network,
which served the Union County
area, has announced that it is no
longer active.

“We would like to thank all the
people who were involved with
the group for their participation,
said group spokeswoman Debra
Stanislawski, of Clark.

Two More Vice Presidents
Take Posts at Toastmasters
The Toastmasters of Westfield

will be looking forward to the work
of two new Vice Presidents in the
coming club year which will run
through June, 1999.

Anne Baker of Westfield will be
Editorial Vice President in charge
of the newsletter and Steve Bacque,
of Linden, will be Membership
Vice President. Sandy Aptecker,
of Mountainside, will serve as
President, a position to which she
was recently posted.

The first job up for Ms. Baker is
the name of the newsletter which
will be done through a club con-
test.

Speakers for this week’s meet-
ing, Thursday, June 4, from 8 to 10
p.m. will be Darrick Sampson of
Westfield, Michelle Tropper of
Scotch Plains, and Gregg Fazekas\
of Fanwood. Evaluators will be
Ms. Baker, Jane Boyer and Sue
Kujawski, all of Westfield.

Todd Schwartz, of Scotch Plains,
will be the Toastmaster for the
evening. David Cohen, of
Plainfield, will give the opener
and Phil Munkacsy, of South
Bound Brook, will conduct the
Table Topics portion of the meet-
ing.

Fred Meyer, of Scotch Plains,

will be the Master Evaluator. Bill
Hetfield of Plainfield will be the
Timer; Jam Vandewater of Union,
wil l  be Grammarian and Mr.
Bacque will be the “Ah” Counter.

Toastmasters meets in the First
Savings Bank on South Avenue in
Fanwood, across from the train
station. The entrance to the down-
stairs community meeting room is
through the ATM doors.

The club provides a supportive
and positive learning environment
for men and women to learn the
arts of speaking, listening and
thinking.

For more information, please
contact Jack Pfanne at (908) 276-
7935.

Summer Reading Club
To be Held at Library

The Children’s Department at the
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, will sponsor a Sum-
mer Reading Club for children age 3
through fifth grade from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

This year’s theme is “Reading
Round Up,” and youngsters will ex-
plore the wild west through books at
the library. The club is open to chil-
dren who can read or listen to stories.

Registration will begin at the li-
brary on Monday, June 22, and will
continue through Friday, July 17.
The club itself runs until Friday, July
31. There will be a party for all club
members in August.

For further information, please call
the Children’s Room Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
(908) 322-5007.

Benjamin Rubenstein
Is Skidmore Graduate
Benjamin Isaac Rubenstein, of

Westfield, graduated from Skidmore
College, Saratoga Springs, New
York, on May 16.

He received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Art.

Jennifer Armstrong
Receives Degree
From Lycoming

Jennifer Armstrong, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Armstrong
of Westfield, recently graduated from
Lycoming College in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania.

Jennifer graduated Magna Cum
Laude with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Spanish and a Certificate in
Education.


