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Freeholders Oppose Assembly Bills Addressing
Future of Waste Disposal, Incinerator Debt

UCEDC Reports Highlights
Successes Last Two Years

The Union County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (UCEDC)
has announced that its biennial re-
port has been published.

The report provides readers with
highlights of the corporation’s pro-
grams and services which are espe-
cially geared toward start-up busi-
nesses; established retail, manu-
facturing and service businesses;
and to those elected officials and
other leaders interested in strength-
ening the county’s commercial dis-
tricts.

“We continually surpassed previ-
ous benchmarks, and increased the
depth and breadth of our services,”
said Maureen Tinen, President of the
UCEDC.

Among the benchmarks that the
corporation surpassed are:

• It lent over 100 percent more
money to 62 percent more clients.

• Helped clients obtain 25 percent
more government contracts worth
$45 million.

• Generated more economic re-
ports.

• Helped over 100 businesses find
sites.

Ty Williams, Chairman of the
UCEDC, explained that the corpora-
tion has evolved into a technical re-
source center with a goal of address-
ing 21st-century business needs.

“The corporation helps businesses
obtain financing, find new markets,
and train and prepare them for busi-
ness ownership, government con-
tracting and the challenges of com-
peting in the technological age,” he
said.

Ms. Tinen added that the UCEDC
not only helps businesses find out
about government contract bidding
opportunities, but also helps them
understand the complicated and var-
ied world of the bidding paperwork
for each agency.

One-on-one technical assistance
is provided to help businesses not
only get their first government con-
tract, but also to perform at such a
level that they will be awarded nu-
merous future contracts.

The UCEDC now sponsors two
intensive training program series
each year with its partner, the
Scranton Electronic Commerce Re-
source Center. The training programs
cover topics such as electronic data

interchange and conducting business
with the United States Department of
Defense.

“We host the satellite office of the
Electronic Commerce Resource Cen-
ter, one of only two such arrange-
ments in the United States,” said Mr.
Williams.

“Union County businesses can not
only take advantage of low-cost train-
ing opportunities, but they can also
receive free consulting assistance at
their business sites,” he added.

To obtain a copy of the biennial
report, please call (908) 527-1166.

UCEDC has helped businesses
start, develop and expand for 20 years.
The organization offers a range of
services for start-up and established
small retail and manufacturing busi-
nesses including financial programs
including microloans of up to $25,000
and direct loans up to $100,000, and
technical, government contract as-
sistance, research and advocacy ser-
vices.
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Horse Riding Clothes
On Sale This Saturday
At Watchung Stables
Parents in search of horseback

riding clothes and equipment may
want to attend the Watchung Stable
Consignment Sale on Saturday,
March 7, from 9 a.m. to noon at the
stable, located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside.

The annual event offers gently used
riding helmets, boots and other cloth-
ing and equipment at savings to the
public.

In addition to obtaining necessary
items for enjoying this recreational
sport, shoppers will assist instruc-
tional programs at the stable, be-
cause one-third of the items selling
prices will be remitted to the county.

Questions concerning the consign-
ment sale, or this spring’s instruc-
tional program, which begins the
week of Friday, March 20, may be
directed to the Watchung Stable at
(908) 789-3665.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders voted last week to
oppose legislation under consider-
ation by state legislators which is
aimed at solid waste garbage incin-
erators in New Jersey.

If enacted into law, several of these
bills would all but nullify any chance
Union County officials have of forg-
ing a long-term lease arrangement
which is currently being negotiated
with the builder of the Resource Re-
covery Facility in Rahway – more
popularly known as the incinerator
— and place much of the control of
solid waste management and recy-
cling plans with the municipalities.

Although a written version of the
Freeholder resolution had not been
received by the Office of the Free-
holder Clerk as of Tuesday morning,
the board agreed with the sentiments
of Freeholder Linda d. Stender, who
has testified in Trenton before the
General Assembly’s Solid Waste
Committee, and the special counsel
to Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) officials.

Freeholder Stender said the four
bills would be harmful to Union
County as it attempts to keep the
debt-ridden solid waste burner fi-
nancially afloat while paying off out-
standing bonds issued upon its con-

struction.
The county is currently formaliz-

ing private contracts with a number
of Union County municipalities and
the utilities authority for the contin-
ued disposing of solid waste at the
incinerator.

These contracts, at 25 years each,
offer towns the opportunity to dump
waste at a cost of $50 per ton with a
Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase
factored in.

In explaining the board’s position
on any pending legislation, Free-
holder Stender said the county has
said “our position is ‘don’t do any-
thing to hurt us’,” adding that Union
County is working on the 25-year
lease agreement with the builder of
the incinerator, Ogden Martin Sys-
tems of Union, Inc., “to solve our
crisis.”

The lease arrangement will retire
$175 million of the debt on the incin-
erator. The remainder of the $293
million in debt would come from a
number of revenue sources including
a tax, referred to as an Environmen-
tal Investment Charge (EIC), on gar-
bage leaving the state.

Prior to the vote on the resolution,
Bob Carson of Rahway, representing
the Concerned Citizens of Union
County, called the Freeholders “irre-
sponsible” for drafting a resolution
opposing the legislation without see-

ing the wording included in those
bills.

Eric D. Wissler, a partner in the
law firm of Decotis, Fitzpatrick &
Gluck, special counsel to the utilities
authority, gave a summary of the
pieces of the legislation, named As-
sembly Bills Nos. 515 through 519.

Bill No. 516, he noted, would take
all responsibility for solid waste flow
control away from counties and pub-
lic authorities, like the UCUA, and
give it to the municipalities.

“Essentially the county would have
no ability to decide where, either
voluntarily or on a regulatory flow
basis, municipal solid waste would
go,” he said.

The legislation would require all
municipalities to assume primary
responsibility for the collection and
disposal of municipal solid waste
either through a municipal-run sys-
tem or a municipal contract.

Another piece of legislation, As-
sembly Bill No. 515, was described
by Mr. Wisler as a “major restructur-
ing of the (state’s) Solid Waste Man-
agement Act.” This bill would leave
all the planning for waste disposal at
the county level but “take away all
the funding capability to carry out
that responsibility.”

He said this legislation, if passed,
would render the county “incapable
of mandating,” even on a voluntary
basis, that municipalities and com-
mercial trash generators follow the
county’s Solid Waste Management
Plan.

A summary of the bill said this
legislation was related to the 1996
federal court decision that found the
Solid Waste Management Act provi-
sions for county planning and imple-
mentation of solid waste plans to be
“obsolete and unenforceable.”

A third bill, Assembly Bill No.
517, in the legislative package ad-
dresses the issue of recycling. Mr.

Wisler said this bill reinforces the
state’s commitment to recycling. He
said, however, that in the absence of
a county-wide recycling program, the
towns must still maintain their own
commitment to recycling.

Another piece of legislation would
restructure the state’s public con-
tracts law, addressing the ability of
municipalities and counties to enter
into contracts for collection or dis-
posal of solid waste.

He said the aim of this legislation
is to “put public authorities and coun-
ties on the exact same playing field
with private collection companies.”

This legislation would essentially
throw a wrench into the county’s
efforts to offer the voluntary con-
tracts with towns for disposal at the
incinerator.

Mr. Wisler said the legislation
would require towns to bid out con-
tracts for disposal of solid waste, thus
eliminating the option for towns to
voluntarily sign a contract with the
utilities authority.

“The utilities authority (voluntary
contract) program would have to com-
pete with a local collection company
or disposal operator on the same ba-
sis through a bid process,” he ex-
plained.

Under this legislation, the term of
collection contracts would be ex-
tended from the current five years, as
prescribed by current state law, to a
term of up to 40 years.

This bill, Mr. Wisler said, would
“take away the ability for one govern-
mental entity to contract with an-
other governmental entity in the case
of public authorities” without com-
petitive bidding.

The last bill under consideration
by legislators, Assembly Bill No. 519,
addresses the issue of repaying out-
standing debt on incinerators in the
state. This bill would create a state-


