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– Religious News –

Night of Operettas on Tap
Wednesday at First Baptist

IN REHEARSAL...Rehearsing for “A Night of Operettas” for the Musical
Club of Westfield on Wednesday, March 11, at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street, left to right, are: back row, Gabriel
Barreuco, George Stralkus, Diane McCloskey, Charles Roessler, Louise
Andrews accompanist; front row, Ginger Haselden, Patricia Babinsky, Sandy
Smith, Joseph Babinsky, D. Eileen Jacob, Director. Absent from the picture
are Edward Hedlund, Marilyn Spesak, Helen Hynes and Joseph Loria.

“A Night of Operettas” will be
presented by the Musical Club of
Westfield on Wednesday, March 11,
at 8 p.m. in the sanctuary of the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield.

Solos, duets and ensembles will be
performed by members: soprano,
Ginger Haselden, Sandra Smith and
Helen Hynes; mezzo-soprano, Diane
McCloskey and Marilyn Spesak;
tenor, George Stralkus; and non-
members, soprano, Patricia Babinsky;
bass, Joseph Babinsky and Charles
Roessler; baritone, Joseph Loria;
tenor, Gabriel Barreuco and Ed
Hedlund.

Director of the program, D. Eileen
Jacob, and accompanist, Louise
Andrews, state that the audience will
enjoy many favorites in the selec-

tions from the works of Sigmund
Romberg, Edvard Grieg, Franz Lehar,
Victor Herbert, Johann Strauss and
Gilbert and Sullivan.

Musical numbers performed will
include; “Moonbeams,” “Song of the
Vagabonds,” “Strange Music,” “My
Hero,” “Make Believe,” “This Is My
Beloved,” “Stranger In Paradise,”
“Lover Come Back to Me,” “I’m
Falling In Love,” “Because You’re
You,” “Desert Song” and numbers
from “Die Fledermaus.”

Trent Johnson, organist, will per-
form “Toccata in Fugue in D minor”
(“Dorian”) BWV 538 by J.S. Bach.

Hospitality Chairwoman Jane
Stoner will be assisted by Jerome
Mendel and Dr. Theodore K.
Schlosberg. The public is invited to
the performance.

Pre-Purim Jewish
Story, Crafts Hour
Set for This Sunday

The Union County Torah Center
will be presenting a Pre Purim Jew-
ish Story and Crafts Hour, for chil-
dren aged 3 to 5, on Sunday, March
8, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. at the
center, located at 418 Central Av-
enue in Westfield.

Children will listen to a story, learn
about the holiday and do a related
arts and crafts project. Popular holi-
day songs will also be taught. The fee
is $3 per child.

Rabbi Levi Block of the center
said, “this will give a chance for
children who are not yet in Hebrew
Schools to learn about the Purim
holiday in a fun and entertaining
way.”

For more information and to re-
serve space, please call (908) 789-
5252.

Former Priest to Discuss
Unusual Journey to Judaism
John Scalamonti, the only known

United States priest to have become an
Orthodox Jew, will discuss his spiri-
tual odyssey when he keynotes the
March general meeting of the Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah Sisterhood.

The program is set for Monday,
March 16, at the temple, 111 Valley

Road in Clark. Beginning at 8 p.m.,
the program is open to the public at
no cost.

Author of “Ordained to be a Jew,”
which recounts his spiritual journey,
Mr. Scalamonti will sign copies of
the book at the program. The book
will also be available for purchase.

At age 27, Mr. Scalamonti fulfilled
his childhood dream by being or-
dained into the Catholic priesthood.
Five years later, he lost his faith in
the church and turned to Judaism.

Now 54, he began learning about
the Jewish heritage, traditions, and
customs after falling in love with a
Jewish woman, Diane, to whom he is
now married. They have four chil-
dren, all of whom are being brought
up as Orthodox Jews.

For further information on the pro-
gram, please call the temple at (732)
381-8403.

Modeling of Air Routes May Be First Page
In Final Chapter of Air Noise Chapter

Mayor Joan Papen of Scotch Plains,
in her recent letter, makes an excellent
point regarding the air noise contro-
versy. In reference to the Scotch Plains
1991 Cutler and Stanfield Study she
states, “all communities affected....
would have to agree on the same plan.”

She is exactly right, and this is the
tenet of the New Jersey Coalition
Against Aircraft Noise’s (NJCAAN)
basis for advocating a regional solution.
Moreover, that concept has been em-
braced by our senators, congressmen,
governor, legislature and county free-
holder boards.

Mayor Papen makes a second admi-
rable reference. In September, 1997,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
passed a resolution that endorsed the
unique legislative actions of Congress-
man Bob Franks and Assemblymen Ri-
chard H. Bagger and Alan M. August-
ine.

The resolution further commended
Governor Christine Todd Whitman and
state Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco on their individual leader-

ship roles in promoting a regional solu-
tion. Sadly, then Deputy Mayor Papen
in 1997 was the singular “nay” vote on
this commendable resolution.

New Jersey has recently moved into
an exciting new dimension in our tech-
nological age: i.e., modeling of air routes.
With the significant assistance and sub-
stantial effort of Congressman Franks
and New Jersey Citizens for Environ-
mental Research, New Jersey and Staten
Island airspace modeling were viewed
on February 20 by United States Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg, Congressman
Rodney Frelinghuysen, Congressional
staff, and Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) Eastern Region personnel.

Modeling will lead us to the best
regional plan that can be safely imple-
mented. I am optimistic that this is the
first page in the final chapter of North-
ern and Central New Jersey’s air noise
crisis.

Pamela Barsam-Brown
Exec. Director, NJCAAN

Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Planet Could be Crowded Quarters
And Quite Boring for the Over 200 Set

By Louis H. Clark
Well, the medical profession, any-

way, it’s research people in the
“want us to live forever” division
who are going to paint all of us into
a corner.

“We hope that within two decades,”
a guy who didn’t even have a short
beard said on TV, “we hope to have
‘advanced’ to a point where a life of
200 years plus will be commonplace.”

Doesn’t that sound wonderful —
living 200 plus years?

But is it? Even now the world has
over five billion people, or is it six,
living on it. With this new longevity
scheme, you will have at least eight

generations living on the earth at the
same time. Our posterity will have to
live on air, but with so many breathing
it, even air will get stale with 48
billion people breathing it.

And how about the victims — us?
How boring life will be when you

live 200 plus years. After a hundred
years, you have worn out your taste
buds because there are just not enough
foods to keep your taste buds sitting
up and looking around.

And interests. My great grand-
mother, in her sharp 90s, has often
said, “People around here die because
they’re bored to death.” She compares
her nursing home to a waiting room
for undertakers.

And how are the medics going to
accomplish this so-called miracle? By
keeping all the parts, that usually make
you die, in storage? Say your leg breaks;
they’ll just reach into the correct closet
and out will come a leg just like the old
one that will click into place. Heart
trouble? Reach into the cupboard and
bring out a new heart. Take out the old
one and click in the new.

Before they do anything, the doc-
tors had better talk to the physicists
and find out when they are going to
get on the ball and create a space craft
that will carry frozen bodies to new
planets, because sure as my name is
not Dr. Kevorkian, the young will want
to get off a planet that is run by the
“over 100s.”

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet at School

On Monday Afternoon
The Senior Social Club of Holy

Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield will meet in the cafeteria of
the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School on Watterson Street on Mon-
day, March 9, at 1:30 p.m.

The program will consist of Irish
dances performed by three great-
grandchildren of Mary Bellew, the
club program chairwoman.

These children have engaged in
Irish dancing competitions, and will
now entertain the club members.

Upcoming club events include a
trip to Hunt’s Landing in Pennsylva-
nia on Tuesday, March 17, for a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration and lun-
cheon.

On Tuesday, April 21, the group
will travel to Pocono, Pennsylvania,
for an Italian Fest. Trips in June and
July are also being planned.

Tim Romano Honored
For Scholastic Work,

Athletic Achievements
Tim Romano, a 1997 graduate of

Westfield High School, has been named
the recipient of the Dean’s Award for
academic excellence during the fall se-
mester at Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York, where he is a
member of the Class of 2001.

Tim is concentrating in chemistry
and biology at Colgate. To be eligible
for the Dean’s Award, a Colgate Uni-
versity student must achieve a 3.30 or
higher grade point average while carry-
ing a full course load.

While at Westfield High School, Tim
was Co-Captain of the swim team.

He also reset the freshman swim
record at Colgate in the 400-yard indi-
vidual medley, swimming in the Patriot
League Championships during Febru-
ary 12 to 14.

Tim had broken the record in Decem-
ber at the Georgetown University Invi-
tational Swim Meet. At the Patriot
League Championships, he took an-
other 3 seconds off the record to finish
in 4:07.22 for a bronze medal and a
lifetime best.

Tim achieved three finishes in the top
ten at the championships. In addition to
the bronze medal in the 400-yard indi-
vidual medley, he finished sixth in the
200-yard individual medley, and 10th
in the 200-yard breaststroke.

His performance qualifies Tim for
the Eastern College Athletic Confer-
ence Championships.

Scotch Plains Residents
Earn Academic Honors

Two Scotch Plains residents are
among 1,337 students at Bloomsburg
University in Bloomsburg, Pennsyl-
vania who were recently named to
the Dean’s List for the first semester
of the 1997-1998 academic year.

The students are Marisa M.
Giordano, a junior majoring in nurs-
ing, and Sara L. Kylish, a sopho-
more. Both students maintained a
perfect 4.0 grade point average.

To qualify for this academic honor,
a student must earn a quality point
average of 3.5 or higher (based on a
4.0 scale) during the semester.


