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FOR THE IRISH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan of
Elizabeth, left, and Freeholder Deborah P. Scanlon of Union, center, presented
a check for $5,000 from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders to the
Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee during a celebration
held at the American Legion Hall in Elizabeth. Accepting the check on behalf
of the committee was committee member Ray Perkins, right.

Academy to Again Offer
Training Paid by Recruits

Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan has announced
that the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains will once
again offer the Alternate Route
Basic Police Course when the next
police recruit class begins on Fri-
day, July 24.

Mr. Manahan said one of the
project’s goals is to create a pool of
trained candidates who could be hired
by local departments, sparing the
departments the costs associated with
officer training, especially the pay-
ment of salaries during the recruits’
training.

The alternate route course was first
offered as a pilot project at the acad-
emy in 1993, Berkeley Heights Po-
lice Chief Charles Monica said. Al-
most 90 percent of all alternate route
candidates who graduated from the
academy obtained jobs in law en-
forcement, he added.

Chief Monica said that after an
extensive review and selection pro-
cess, the civilian participants are in-

serted into the academy’s regular
training class, which includes cadets
who have already been promised
employment by police agencies.

Academy Director Anthony
Parenti, former Fanwood Police
Chief, said the civilian recruits
receive the same instruction as the
regular police cadets during the
20-week class including courses
in firearms, investigations, court
system procedures, crime preven-
tion, community relations, juve-
nile crime, domestic violence, the
basics of the state’s criminal code,
drug enforcement, crash injury
management, crime scene manage-
ment, constitutional rights, use of
force and other law enforcement-
related topics.

Mr. Parenti said the academy func-
tions much like a military basic train-
ing course. The civilian and police
cadets wear the same uniforms and
must adhere to a strict regiment,
which includes plenty of daily physi-
cal training.

The program, which includes class-
room and field instruction, begins at
5:30 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m.

“All candidates must have previ-
ously obtained 60 college credits at
an institution of higher learning,”
Mr. Manahan said.

Mr. Parenti said the civilian gradu-
ates, while not guaranteed a position
by the program, will have met all the
state requirements necessary to be-
come police officers.

He said that all candidates, who
must be Union County residents,
are charged $900 tuition to cover
costs. Those candidates who can
demonstrate financial hardship will
be given one year from the time they
obtain a position in law enforce-
ment to pay the tuition. They are
also eligible to receive 12 academic
credits from Union County College
upon graduation.

Due to heavy enrollment in the
next class, only five slots will be
allocated to the alternate route pro-
gram, so competition will be high for
those positions said First Assistant
Prosecutor James Keefe.

Anyone interested in applying for
the alternate route course can pick
up an application at their local po-
lice department or at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy, located
at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

For further information, please
contact Mr. Parenti at (908) 889-
6112.

The absolute deadline for the re-
turn of completed applications is 4
p.m. on Friday, April 17.

Municipalities in County
Invited to Take Advantage
Of ‘Project Pocket Parks’

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders is urging municipalities to
help save open space by taking advan-
tage of its innovative matching-grant
program.

Through “Project Pocket Parks,” the
Freeholder board has made $1 million
in matching grants available for land
acquisition, renovation and playground
upgrades.

“Because there are nearly a half-mil-
lion people residing in Union County’s
102 square miles,” said Freeholder
Chairman Daniel P Sullivan, “open
space is very precious and our play-
grounds and parks simply do not meet
the needs of our residents.”

“We are taking a giant step toward
meeting their recreational requirements,
so we hope our municipalities will join
us in this worthwhile endeavor,” he
added.

Under “Project Pocket Parks,” mu-
nicipalities seeking land for a park or
playground will be eligible for match-
ing grants up to $100,000. To upgrade
an existing playground or build a new
one, matching grants of up to $25,000
are offered.

“This is an extraordinary opportunity
for municipalities to work in concert
with Union County to improve the qual-
ity of life for residents,” Freeholder
Sullivan added, noting that the pro-
gram is in addition to $51.4 million
being allocated by the Freeholder board
to upgrade more than 20 parks and
playgrounds and create new soccer
fields.

The current application period ends
Thursday, April 30, and the second will
begin Friday, May 1. Municipalities,
which may apply for multiple projects,
must first pass a resolution from their
governing bodies authorizing mayors
to request a grant.

During each 30-day review process,
county officials will, among several cri-
teria, weigh cost, scope and reasons

Horseback Riding
Lessons to Begin

March 20 at Stables
Openings for aspiring equestrians

still exist in the troop program at the
Watchung Stables in Mountainside, a
facility of the Union County Division of
Parks and Recreation.

The troop will begin during the week
of Friday, March 20, so it is not too late
to sign up.

All applicants must be 9 or older.
Assignment to classes are based upon
riding ability as determined by the stable
management. Applicants with previ-
ous experience may be asked to demon-
strate their riding ability in order to be
placed in the appropriate class.

Classes are available at various
times, Tuesday through Saturdays. The
fee is $180 for Union County resi-
dents, $220 for those who reside out of
the county. Required uniforms and
helmets must be provided at the
trooper’s expense. A consignment sale
featuring many of these items will be
held at the stable on Saturday, March
7, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The stable also features adult les-
sons, for persons 18 or older, beginning
in late March and early April. Classes
are available on Sundays at 12:45 p.m.,
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., and
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. The eight-ride
fee is $170 for county residents; $218
for non-residents.

All registrations and fees must be
submitted in-person at the stable, lo-
cated at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside. For further information,
and to obtain registration materials,
please call (908) 789-3665.

UCUA Reveals Spring Dates
For Electronics Collection

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) will sponsor two
Spring 1998 Electronics Collection
Days, one in Roselle Park and an-
other in Westfield.

UCUA Chairman James Kennedy
announced that the first event will be
held on Saturday, March 21, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Department of
Public Works Yard, located at 180
West Webster Avenue in Roselle Park.

The second spring event, which
will also include the collection of
latex paint, will be held on Saturday,
May 16, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Westfield Municipal Swimming Pool
parking lot on Scotch Plains Avenue.

Information regarding cancellation
of either of the Electronics Collec-
tion Days due to severe inclement
weather will be available by calling
the authority after 3 p.m. on the
Friday before the event.

There is no cost to participate;
however, pre-registration with the
UCUA is mandatory. Proof of resi-
dence is required.

Collection of electronic goods for
recycling is available to Union County
residents, schools, small businesses
and government agencies, free of
charge.

Products such as televisions, vid-
eocassette recorders, audio/stereo
equipment, computers, monitors
and peripherals, fax machines,
copiers, printers, microwave ov-
ens, telephone systems and key-

boards will be accepted.
Latex paint will be accepted only

at the Westfield event from Union
County residents, in the original paint
cans. Paint in containers larger than
five gallons will not be accepted.

Absolutely no painting contrac-
tors will be allowed to participate in
this event, according to a UCUA
spokesman.

For more information or to register,
residents may call the UCUA at (732)
382-9400 on Monday, Wednesday or
Friday between 1 and 4:30 p.m.

Board on Disabled
Seeking Persons
To Fill Openings

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders’ Advisory Board on
the Disabled is currently seeking per-
sons interested in being considered
for appointment to the board.

The advisory board meets at 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield “Y” on the
fourth Tuesday of each month and its
meetings are open to the public. The
Advisory Board’s purpose is to ad-
vise and consult with the Board of
Freeholders regarding all matters
affecting the interests of Union
County residents with disabilities.

In addition, the board serves as the
County Freeholders liaison for per-
sons with disabilities to various pub-
lic, educational and recreational or-
ganizations and groups within Union
County.

Applicants should be individuals
with specific disabilities, or persons
who have demonstrated expertise,
sensitivity and/or commitment to the
progress and rights of people with
disabilities.

Anyone interested in volunteering
to serve on the Advisory Board should
send a letter of interest with a resumé
to: Union County Advisory Board on
the Disabled, Department of Human
Services, Union County Administra-
tion Building, Fourth Floor, Eliza-
beth, 07207, to the attention of
Charles Newman.

For more information, please call
Mr. Newman at (908) 527-4840.

why municipalities feel projects are
essential.

“Union County government is com-
mitted to saving open space and provid-
ing the best recreational facilities for
residents,” Freeholder Sullivan said.
“We look forward to municipalities join-
ing us in these goals.”

United Way Launches
Mobile Computer Lab

United Way, in collaboration with
Union County College, the County of
Union and IBM Corporation
launched its Mobile Computer Lab
Pilot for Adult and Technological
Literacy on Monday, February 23.

Students will gather at four United
Way agency training sites to learn
office-based computer programs to
increase their marketability in the
work place. The Mobile Computer
Lab consists of seven IBM Think-
Pad 750D computers which will cir-
culate in and out of the training loca-
tions. The 10-week pilot course,
taught by an instructor from Union
County College, is offering an intro-
duction to Windows and Word for

Stables Offers Program
For Girl Scouts Badge,

Tours of County Facility
The Watchung Stables in

Mountainside is offering two programs,
in addition to its fall and spring series of
lessons, designed to introduce the sport
of horseback riding to county residents.

One program is designed for Girl
Scouts to earn a Horse Lover Badge. This
one-time session is appropriate for jun-
ior-level scouts, and addresses use re-
quirements as set forth in the badge
handbook

Also, pre-schoolers, youth and scout
groups, senior citizen clubs and organi-
zations for people with disabilities can
take the stable’s one-hour tour of the
barn and its facilities. Both programs can
be arranged at a date and time convenient
for any particular group. There is a $20
fee per hour, with horseback riding avail-
able at an additional cost.

Please call (908) 789-3665 for further
information. The Watchung Stables is a
facility of the Union County Division of
Parks and Recreation and is located at
1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

Windows for adults, and for chil-
dren, an introduction to Windows
and Kidsworks.

“I am thankful to Union County
College, the County of Union and
IBM Corporation for collaborating
with us to make this program a real-
ity,” said Dennis Poller, President of
the Board of United Way of Union
County and a Westfield resident.

“When IBM sent a Request for
Proposal for education and techno-
logical literacy, they received numer-
ous requests from United Ways all
over the Tri-State area. The people at
IBM felt, as I do, that this program is
much too important to ignore. That
is why our Mobile Computer Lab
project was one of only six grants
ultimately awarded,” he said.

Over the course of a one-year pe-
riod, this pilot program will provide
adult and computer literacy instruc-
tion to a minimum of 112 adults and
children at four United Way agency
locations: YWCA of Eastern Union
County, YMCA of Eastern Union
County and the Urban League of
Union County in Elizabeth and In-
terfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County in Plainfield.
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