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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded that copy should
be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on
the Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we en-
courage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.

LISTEN UP CLASS...H.B. Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains
celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2 with a Guest Reader Day. Brunner
parents, staff and community leaders were invited to read to students in their
classrooms. Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen, joined Donna Lauricella’s
afternoon Kindergarten class and read a selection of Dr. Seuss stories.

WHITE BROTHERS ANNOUNCES NEW RATE FOR ALL BOROUGH CUSTOMERS

Fanwood Unveils $5.5 Million Budget Which Hikes
Taxes for Municipal Services by 2 Percent Over ’97

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
introduced its 1998 municipal budget
of $5,520,920 during a special public
meeting March 4, which followed the
governing body’s regularly-sched-
uled agenda session.

Officials revealed that the spend-
ing plan, which is expected to be
adopted at the council’s regular meet-
ing on Thursday, April 9, represents a
2 percent increase over last year’s flat
budget.

That 0 percent increase in munici-
pal taxes for 1997 was achieved par-
tially through a state refund for work
which had been done earlier on two
streets in the municipality.

Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.,
Chairman of the Administration and
Finance Committee, confirmed that
this year’s budget marks an increase
of about three tax points on an aver-
age borough home assessed at
$83,000, and with a market value of
between $190,000 and $210,000.

Each tax point is equal to around
$22,000, which will result in a $24.90
increase in the municipal portion of
residents’ tax bills for the year, or
around $2 a month per household,
borough officials confirmed.

A summary of the appropriations in
the 1998 budget include $2,384,103 for
salaries and wages; $2,126,598 for
other expenses; $25,000 for deferred
charges and other appropriations;
$25,000 for capital improvements;
$634,219 for debt service, and $326,000
in reserve funds for uncollected taxes.

Chief Financial Officer Barbara A.
Brennan told The Times on Friday that
less money had to be incorporated
into the budget this year for uncol-
lected taxes, since 98 percent of bor-
ough residents paid their taxes in 1997.
She confirmed that $385,000 was allo-
cated for this purpose last year.

Not including the reserve funds in
either budget, the 1998 spending plan
represents a $62,599 hike over last
year’s figure, officials explained.

During the special meeting, the
council also introduced a resolution
for late introduction of the budget.
Officials had originally hoped to un-
veil their spending plan in conjunc-
tion with the state deadline on Febru-
ary 12.

Councilman Populus noted that the
state permits delayed introduction of
municipal budgets, and that officials
spent the extra weeks revisiting each
item in the budget in a bid to keep tax
increases as low as possible. They
also finalized those projects to be
included under capital expenditures
this year.

The council additionally passed a
bond ordinance on first reading which
appropriates $485,000 and authorizes
issuance of $460,750 in bonds for
various general improvements to the
community.

Among the planned improvements
are reconstruction of North Avenue,
creation of a vest pocket park on
Watson Road, renovations to bor-
ough buildings, including the historic
Carriage House and Borough Hall,
and the rehabilitation of sanitary and
storm sewers.

Other projects included under the
bond ordinance are curb and sidewalk
repairs and replacement; drainage re-
construction and improvements;
slurry seal of various streets, and the
acquisition of a utility vehicle, com-
puter equipment and other purchases.

A resolution was passed for the
cancellation of unexpended balances
totaling $28,300 from two previous
bond ordinances.

Officials subsequently introduced

an ordinance on first reading appro-
priating this sum for upcoming projects
including the slurry seal work and for
renovations to the Carriage House
and at Fanwood police headquarters.
A portion of the money is also ear-
marked for the purchase of the jaws of
life.

Finally, a 1998 salary ordinance was
introduced which amends and supple-
ments Chapter 31 of the Borough
Code, and addresses salaries and
compensation for members of the
Fanwood Police Department.

During the agenda session which
preceded the special meeting, Steve
Scioscia, Operational Manager of
White Brothers in Plainfield, offered
the governing body an update on his
company’s effort to standardize fees
for customers in Fanwood.

Mr. Scioscia appeared before the
council in December to outline a pro-
posal which he said would end the
disparity between the fees charged to
some Fanwood residents compared
to others. He told The Times that he is

doing the same for Scotch Plains cus-
tomers.

He reported that White Brothers
had taken the average of four different
rates charged to Fanwood customers,
which came out to $31.03, and slashed
the tipping portion of that number by
30 percent, to create a new, across-
the-board rate of $27.85.

Heretofore, customers on the south
side had been charged according to
the type of service they received, ei-
ther curbside, 25 to 50 feet from the
curb, or 50 to 75 feet from the curb,
while customers on the north side
were charged a standard rate for back-
yard pickup, Mr. Scioscia said.

He explained that customers on the
north side of Fanwood should have
already seen the reduction in their
bills, while customers on the south
side can expect to see the decreases in
their bills by next month.

The White Brothers manager stated
the standard fee will represent either
a large or a small difference in custom-
ers’ bills, depending on what they had

been charged previously for the vari-
ous levels of service.

Mr. Scioscia said his company would
“hold fast” to the standardized rate in
the event the Union County Utilities
Authority levies an $18 per ton sur-
charge on garbage from those munici-
palities who do not sign a contract to
participate in the authority’s tentative
deal to lease the county’s Resource
Recovery Facility – better known as
the incinerator – to Ogden Martin Sys-
tems Inc. of Union for 25 years.

In December, borough officials an-
nounced that Fanwood could not enter
into an agreement with the UCUA –
which would require haulers to dis-
pose of trash at the incinerator —
because the borough does not in-
clude garbage collection in its munici-
pal budget and therefore cannot di-
rect haulers where to take their cargo.

Mr. Scioscia said that the new stan-
dardized rate applies to backyard col-
lection only, although the company will
still offer the per bag curbside program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Local Man Suspected
In Holdup Kills Self

After Pursuit by Police
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

A Scotch Plains man killed himself
with a shotgun in his van March 3
after robbing a gas station in
Livingston and leading police in pur-
suit through several towns in Essex
County.

Steven Verry, 36, who was traveling
in the van with his wife, turned the gun
on himself after crashing his vehicle
into a utility pole shortly after exiting
the Garden State Parkway in Newark,
authorities said.

Lieutenant Craig Handschuch of
the Livingston Police Department said
Verry had entered the Mount Pleasant
Exxon station on East Mount Pleasant
Avenue around 1:30 p.m. that day, and
robbed the attendant at gunpoint of
approximately $200 in cash.

After the attendant turned over the
money, witnesses told police they saw
Verry enter a 1987 Chevrolet van where
a passenger, later identified as his
wife, Robin, 31, was waiting.

The station attendant alerted au-
thorities and gave them a description
of the couple’s vehicle, Lieutenant
Handschuch said. It was spotted a
short time later by a Livingston police

officer, who attempted without suc-
cess to get Verry to stop.

Authorities followed the van from
Livingston into West Orange, at which
point Verry entered Interstate No. 280
eastbound, Lieutenant Handschuch
revealed.

Police pursued the vehicle along
the highway through Orange and East
Orange, and finally south onto the
Garden State Parkway, the police
spokesman explained. He said the
pursuit did not turn into a high-speed
chase.

Verry exited the parkway in Newark,
tracked by law enforcement units from
Livingston, West Orange and East
Orange, along with state police.

Lieutenant Handschuch said the
van narrowly missed hitting East Or-
ange police who were waiting near the
ramp when the vehicle exited the park-
way.

The officers fired on the van, the
lieutenant said, although he could not
confirm whether any of the shots ac-
tually struck the vehicle. Neither Verry
nor his wife were injured by the gun-
fire, he said.

Lieutenant Handschuch stated that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

HEARING ON CONTROVERSIAL PROPOSAL CONTINUES APRIL 23

Citizens Pack Zoning Bd. Meeting to Oppose
Drug Store for Park Place Restaurant Site

By MARIA R. CICCARELLA
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment opened its doors — and
were forced to leave them open — in
order to accommodate the large num-
ber of residents attending last
Thursday’s meeting, at which time the
board considered the proposal by Park
Place Restaurant’s owners to expand
their restaurant and build retail on the
property.

Even the board’s attorney, Anthony
D. Rinaldo, Jr., formally recognized
the crowd, attributing the large num-

ber to an interest in the application.
As Mr. Rinaldo anticipated at the

start of the meeting, no formal deci-
sion on this application was ren-
dered by the board that evening.
The meeting, however, served as
part one of a public hearing which
will be continued at a special meet-
ing on Thursday, April 23, at 7:30
p.m. and during subsequent meet-
ings if necessary.

Scotch Plains attorney Robert
Kraus, representing Mr. and Mrs.
George Filippatos, the owners of the
Park Place Family Restaurant, ex-

plained the reasoning behind this
hearing.

“We are not presenting a complete
case with a fully engineered design,
but asking for approval on a con-
cept,” he told the board.

The application, submitted by the
Filippatos, seeks approval from the
board on two additions, including
permission to add 6,480 square feet to
the existing restaurant, located in an
R-1 zone, which is designated as resi-
dential, and to add 12,200 square feet
of retail space to the property located
at 1900 Raritan Road.

Already, the restaurant is a non-
conforming structure in this zone and,
as prohibited by township ordinance,
cannot be expanded without a vari-
ance. In addition, retail space in an R-
1 zone requires that a zoning variance
be granted.

The plans presented considered
parking, location of current and pro-
posed structures on the lot, as well as
tentative landscape concepts. Upon
approval of the proposed concepts,
Mr. Kraus explained that the plans
would have to become more detailed
for site plan approval.

Mr. Kraus presented three individu-
als to testify on behalf of the applica-
tion, including James Watson, a land
surveyor from Scotch Plains; Barrett
Allen Ginsberg, an architect from
Denville, and Thomas Keighley, a Drug
Fair representative.

Each of the three witnesses testi-
fied in their area of expertise in relation
to the application. Mr. Keighley ap-
peared as a witness because the pro-
posed retail space will be occupied by
Drug Fair, which has already commit-
ted to sign the retail lease if the plan is
approved.

Scotch Plains residents responded
to and questioned each of the wit-
nesses present, citing concerns such
as the potential environmental impact
of building on the currently barren site.

Mr. Watson addressed the wetlands
area near the property where rain and
storm water presently drain, saying

that as part of the site plan, the water
will be collected in a storm water reten-
tion facility.

Concerns were also raised over
traffic which may result if the addi-
tions are realized. One resident sug-
gested that a deceleration lane may
be required in the plan. Mr. Kraus
said that he believed all traffic con-
cerns would be addressed in the site
plan phase.

As other residents spoke about their
traffic concerns, demanding informa-
tion on allocations for roadway en-
trance and exit as well as possible
traffic signal requirements, the board
commented on the inability of Mr.
Kraus and his witness to respond to
these questions.

The board required that both an
environmental impact and traffic pat-
tern study be conducted for the fol-
lowing meeting.

Many residents also felt that the
retail space use would not be well
received by the surrounding commu-
nity because of the planned drug store.

Although Drug Fair operates stores
in neighboring Westfield, Cranford
and Plainfield, Mr. Keighley said he
does not foresee an overlap in busi-
ness for this location. “I do not envi-
sion this area as high volume,” he
stated.

The negative reaction from resi-
dents in the audience caused board
Chairwoman Gail Iammatteo to mo-
tion toward her gavel at this state-
ment.

While many residents may feel there
are numerous pharmacies in the area
already, Mr. Rinaldo clarified that the
application would not be granted
based on the number of existing drug
stores. “We listen and base our deci-
sion on testimony,” he said.

Mr. Keighley did address this is-
sue, however, citing a two-mile popu-
lation of 40,000 people in the area
surrounding the proposed location.

Although the Drug Fair representa-
tive admitted that a formal marketing
study was not conducted in the area,
he stated that the proposed store
would fill a need based on the popu-
lation.

“If you look at the area, there are no
drug stores in the immediate vicinity.
It would be a benefit to the overall
community. (It would be) more conve-
nient,” he remarked.

Timothy Livolsi was the first board
member to challenge this population
statistic, which caused Susan Kimball,
the township planning consultant, to
demand that this statistic be made
available to the board at the following
meeting.

Although many residents came out
to the meeting, one Scotch Plains resi-
dent, Jim Temple, quietly summed up
his feelings on the proposed applica-
tion and how he feels the residents
have reacted.

“They think that if they build it, we
(residents and customers) will come.
I’m not sure if this is the right idea,” he
said.

PRE-REVOLUTIONARY FRAZEE HOUSE LOCATED ON SITE

Scotch Plains Council to Pursue Acquisition
Of Former Zoo Property for Use as a Public Park

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Garnering audience applause, the
Scotch Plains Township Council
agreed Tuesday at a public meeting to
vigorously pursue the acquisition of
5.87 acres of property in the township
where the former Scotch Plains Zoo
was located.

A Warren developer paid over
$700,000 for the property last year

after the zoo was closed down by the
state Division of Fish, Game and Wild-
life.

The council said it will transform
the acreage into a public park, based
on recommendations in a council com-
mittee report. Deputy Mayor William
F. McClintock, Jr., called the site “...a
treasure. We can’t let it go. We need
to preserve it.”

The property, located along Terrill
and Raritan Roads, was recently val-
ued at $535,000, according to town-
ship officials.

An attorney for the township, Jef-
frey Lehrer, said he notified the cur-
rent owner of the property, Mitchell
Berlant, of the township’s interest in
acquiring the property.

Councilman Robert Johnston said
the governing body wanted to con-
demn the property. Under the right of
“eminent domain,” the township can

claim the zoo property for public use
and pay Mr. Berlant a “just compensa-
tion,” or fair price, for the lot. No dollar
amount was yet revealed.

Chairwoman of the Zoo Park Com-
mittee, Lucille Masciale, told the coun-
cil, “The (proposed) park would en-
hance the quality of life for Scotch
Plains.”

According to the committee, a 1995
Master Plan report on the township
shows Scotch Plains to have only 45
percent of the recommended National
Recreation and Parks standard for park
acreage.

The estimate, based on 1990 popu-
lation figures, recommends 200 acres
of parks, while the township has only
90 acres throughout 11 parks, accord-
ing to the report.

The committee report also high-
lights the 250-year-old “Frazee House”
on the property. According to Stacy

Spies, an architectural historian and
township resident, the house is “a
classic New Jersey house” of the pe-
riod, with hand-hewn Ash tree posts
and beams and large original fire-
places.

“There just are not that many
(houses) left of this vintage with this
level of integrity,” she said. Some say
the pre-Revolutionary War structure
housed birds and tigers during its 40
years as part of the zoo.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times
SUBJECT OF HEARING...The public hearing for expansion of the Park Place
Restaurant, as pictured above, and construction of a Drug Fair on the site began
last Thursday night before a packed meeting of the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment. The application, which will continue at a special meeting on
Thursday, April 23, includes the proposal for a 12,000 square foot retail store, to
be occupied by Drug Fair, along with expansion of the existing restaurant.
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Township to Launch Pick up
Of Leaves, Debris in April

The Scotch Plains Department of Public Property is preparing for the
township’s annual spring Leaf and Gumball Pick-Up, which will begin on
Monday, April 20, and cover both sides of the township.

Weather permitting, all leaves and gumballs will be picked up at curbside
during the week of April 20 only. Therefore, it is important that the debris
be put out on that Monday, according to a township spokeswoman.

Residents are asked to refrain from parking vehicles on the streets during
this pick-up. The township has also asked that leaves which are placed at
the curb be free of debris such as branches, rocks and stumps.

This debris can cause serious equipment damage, and slows the program
down considerably, according to the spokeswoman, who said residents will
be able to put branches out during the township’s June clean-up program.

When putting leaves at the curb, residents are asked to leave space near
the curb line for the water to flow to catch basins. Residents are also
encouraged not to bag leaves, since the bags will have to be broken open
and left on lawns.

School One Students Taking
Part in ‘Read Across America’

Students from Elementary School
One in Scotch Plains are actively par-
ticipating in “Read Across America,”
a nationwide effort to promote read-
ing.

School One’s involvement in this
effort began on March 2, which was
Dr. Seuss’ birthday. On that day, stu-
dents were encouraged to bring in
their favorite Dr. Seuss book and to
wear a hat or other item that symbol-
ized their favorite story.

As a special treat, eighth graders
from nearby Park Middle School vis-
ited School One to read stories to the
elementary school children.

School One has many other activi-
ties planned for the month of March to
promote reading. Later this month,
author and illustrator Robert Bender
will visit the school to talk about his
work and to work in small groups with
the children.

In addition, there will be a book
swap, during which children may
bring in books they have already
read to exchange for books of similar
reading levels. School One students
will also be participating in “Book
Buddies,” a program in which older
students at the school read to
younger students.

CELEBRATING DR. SEUSS...Students at Elementary School One in Scotch
Plains are participating in the “Read Across America” program during the
month of March. On March 2, they celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by bringing
in their favorite books by him or other authors. Pictured, left to right, are: third
graders Peter Bistis, Joseph Bianco, Katie Stamler, Ariel Banks and their
teacher, Carol Fulmer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to low-volume customers. He noted,
however, that only about 5 percent of
customers use this service, which re-
quires the purchase of stickers and
places a 15-pound limit on bags.

Under other agenda business, mem-
bers of the council renewed talks con-
cerning a proposed ordinance which
would permit restaurants in the down-
town to operate outdoor cafés.

Last month, officials discussed al-
lowing establishments to open the
cafés as a means of drawing more
people to the downtown.

Councilman Populus said last week
that while he is “all in favor” of pro-
moting the downtown, he remained
concerned about whether there would
be sufficient space available for the
cafés to operate without interfering
with pedestrian traffic.

He noted the typical distance from
a storefront to the curb is 14 feet,
adding that trees and receptacles along

the sidewalk could take up six feet of
that space. The councilman said the
addition of a café could possibly re-
sult in furniture overlapping into a
pedestrian right-of-way.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who recommended last month that an
ordinance be drafted permitting the
cafés, cited the Brick Oven restaurant
on Quimby Street in Westfield as an
example of a restaurant which has suc-
cessfully featured café dining without
causing problems for pedestrians.

She observed that Quimby Street is
tree-lined and there are sidewalk re-
ceptacles.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden, whose engineering and land
development firm is located in Cran-
ford, noted that several establish-
ments in that township also operate
cafés, and said furniture could be
purchased in different sizes to accom-
modate sidewalk space availability.

Fanwood Council Unveils
Budget With 2 Percent Hike

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 2
• Two motorists reported that car

windows were smashed while the vehicles
were parked in the area of Raritan and
Lamberts Mill Roads on Saturday night.

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
• Police received a report that a win-

dow was smashed out on a truck belonging
to an employee of Elementary School One
on Willow Avenue. The incident occurred
during the night at the rear of the building.

• A patron of a Route No. 22 restau-
rant reported that someone entered his
vehicle by smashing out a window. The
victim stated that a quantity of clothing
was taken.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
• Robert Hinton, 30, of Plainfield, was

arrested and charged with obstruction of
justice, according to police. Hinton alleg-
edly gave police a fictitious name during a
motor vehicle stop.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
• A student at Union Catholic High

School reported the theft of a set of driving
lights off his vehicle. The incident oc-
curred during school hours.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
• A student at Union Catholic High

School reported that someone had dam-
aged a hubcap on her vehicle in an attempt
to remove it. The incident occurred during
school hours.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
• Juan C. Alfaro, 19, of North Plainfield

was arrested and charged with simple as-
sault and with providing police with false
information, authorities said. The incident
took place at a nightclub on Terrill Road.

• A resident of Windingbrook Way
reported the theft of two statues from a
display on the front lawn.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
• The manager of a billiards store on

Route No. 22 reported the theft of an
undetermined amount of money from an
unlocked safe located in an office.

• A resident of Coles Avenue reported
that someone pried open a rear yard shed
door sometime during the weekend. Noth-
ing was taken from the shed.

• An employee of a restaurant on Route
No. 22 reported finding her vehicle win-
dow smashed and her purse taken.

Recent Home Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Residence at 24 Rambling Drive, to

John Choi and Mee Sook Choi, from
Merton Marsh, $420,000.

Residence at 1211 Raritan Road, to
Mousa Duboub and Jenny Duboub, from
William J. Ziobro, $230,000.

Residence at 1216 Sunnyfield Lane, to
Mark Paczkowski and Sunghae S.
Paczkowski, from Lucille P Hahn,
$213,000.

Residence at 7 Laurie Court, to Kevin
Aspell and Marisa Aspell, from Edward
J. Klein, $330,000.

Residence at 1110 Clarkes Lane, to
David A. Hoffman, from Michael Siekierka,
$296,000.

Condominium at 1533 East Second
Street - Apartment 7, to Esther Jordan and
Roxanne P. Clark Tucker, from James B.
Harrison, $80,000.

Residence at 1531 Golf Street, to Yacov
Nizri and Sylvia Weiner Nizri, from Peter
N. Linwood, $270,000.

Residence at 2238 Greenside Place, to
Michael J. Leahy and Tara L. Leahy, from
Peter T. Yessman, $145,500.

Residence at 2018 Grand Street, to
Romano Di Nizo and Juanita Di Nizo,
from Walter Burgess, $220,000.

Residence at 5 Jenna Court, to Ravindra
I. Patel and Lata R. Patel, from Lauren
Estates Associates, $700,000.

Residence at 7 Morgan Way, to Craig
Ratner and Amy Ratner, from Stirling
Chase, $289,335.

FANWOOD
Residence at 5 Thorne Place, to Robert

Colonna and Carolyn Colonna, from Dou-
glas Warner, $227,000.

Residence at 60 Shady Lane, to Craig S.
Gittleman and Stacy L. Gittleman, from
Leo Hayser, $190,000.

Residence at 51 Willoughby Road, to
Jonathan Jackson and Irene L. Jackson,
from Dominick L. Perro, $165,000.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
• Antonio Morton, 32, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a South Avenue supermarket, authori-
ties said. He was released on his own
recognizance pending a court date.

FANWOOD
POLICE    BLOTTER

the van then entered a nearby park,
where it collided with a utility pole. As
officers approached the vehicle, he
said, they heard a single gunshot from
inside the van.

Police opened the passenger door
and pulled Mrs. Verry out, at which
time they “observed that Mr. Verry
had turned the shotgun on himself,”
the lieutenant said.

Verry, who had shot himself in the
chest, was pronounced dead at the
scene, the lieutenant said. The results
of an autopsy performed by the Essex
County Medical Examiner’s Office
were still pending at press time.

Mrs. Verry was transported to East
Orange General Hospital for what the
lieutenant described as “very minor
injuries” which were sustained in the
accident.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Man Suspected in Holdup
Kills Self After Police Chase

She has been charged with one
count of armed robbery, one count of
conspiracy and two weapons charges
related to the shotgun which her hus-
band used in the service station rob-
bery, the lieutenant said.

Mrs. Verry remained in jail in
Livingston until Monday, when she
was moved to the Essex County Jail in
Newark, Lieutenant Handschuch ac-
knowledged. She was being held on
$100,000 bail.

The Verrys, who lived on Riverdale
Court, have two children, who are
staying with Mr. Verry’s parents in
Woodbridge, according to the lieu-
tenant.

He said he did not believe Verry or
his wife was employed. It was not
known whether either of them had a
prior criminal record.

Local Historical Society President
Richard Bousquet told the tale of how
“Aunt Betsy” Frazee was baking bread
in the same house when hungry Brit-
ish Army officers arrived at her door
almost 225 years ago.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Township Council to Pursue
Former Zoo Site for Park

She was known to have nursed
wounded Patriot soldiers at her house
during the Battle of Short Hills, Mr.
Bousquet added.

Dr. Robert Spellman, who said he has
lived next door to the former zoo prop-
erty for the past 26 years, told the coun-
cil he endorsed the notion of a recre-
ational park at the site. “We need more
spaces for...exercise. We need places
for reflection and meditation,” he said.

The committee report suggested
creating walking and jogging trails at
the site.

In a related matter, officials said
newly renovated Brookside Park will
be reopening in late April or early May
for visitors.

In other business, the council
agreed to a site at the front of the
Municipal Building between the Vil-
lage Green and the sidewalk, for a
marble and metal sculpture com-
memorating Christopher Columbus’
voyage to America.

The 12-foot by 12-foot work was
designed by a Union County College
student and is being donated to the
township by the local chapter of
UNICO, an Italian-American chari-
table organization.

The council also indicated it hoped
to move ahead with plans for building
a gazebo on a corner of the Village
Green, in conjunction with efforts by
the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association.

Westfield to Pay Homage to Memory
Of Artist and Activist Paul Robeson

A program of events celebrating
the 100th anniversary of Paul
Robeson’s birth has been announced
by a citizens’ committee in Westfield.

Robeson, who won international
renown as a performing artist and
human rights activist, spent three of
his early years — 1907 to 1910 — in
Westfield. His father was Pastor of St.
Luke’s African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church in Westfield and was the
catalyst in a building campaign that
gave the congregation its first perma-
nent house of worship.

“We are privileged to have this
connection with one of the great
Americans of the age,” said the Rev-
erend Leon Randall, the church’s cur-
rent minister and a Co-Chairman of the
Paul Robeson Centennial Committee.

“Paul Robeson was a hero of great
stature, a true All-American who had
roots in our own community, however
briefly, and we want to lift up our voice
in the public homage that is being paid
to him this year,” he said.

The celebration will begin formally
on Sunday, April 5, and conclude on
Thursday, April 9, the date of
Robeson’s birth in Princeton in 1898.

His granddaughter, Susan
Robeson, will be the guest of honor at
a luncheon on April 9 at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield Ms.
Robeson, who lives in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, is the author of “The
Whole World in His Hands,” a picto-
rial biography of her grandfather pub-
lished in 1981, five years after his
death in Philadelphia.

There will be an opening Paul
Robeson Centennial Service at St.
Luke’s Church on April 5, beginning
at 4 p.m. The principal speaker will be
the Reverend J.C. Hoggard, retired
Bishop of the African Methodist Epis-
copal Zion Church. His father was one
of a long line of ministers at St. Luke’s
after the Reverend William Drew
Robeson and his family moved on to
Somerville in 1910.

Scheduled to participate in the April
5 service, which will be followed by a
reception, are Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim; former Westfield Fourth
Ward Councilman Donnell Carr, who
is Co-Chairman with Mr. Randall of
the Centennial Committee; Superin-
tendent of Westfield Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, and other local dignitar-
ies.

Representing the state will be Giles
R. Wright, Director of the Afro-Ameri-
can History Program for the New Jer-
sey Historical Commission, who is
helping to guide the local celebration
as well as programs elsewhere.

The centennial will be marked in
Princeton, Somerville, New Brunswick,
Newark and other locations.

Robeson biographer and longtime
associate, Lloyd L. Brown, will speak

at the Westfield Memorial Library on
the evening of Wednesday, April 8.
He is the author of “The Young Paul
Robeson: ‘On My Journey Now,’” a
biography published last year, and
“Iron City,” a novel.

Mr. Brown, 85, lives in New York
City and was a journalist and union
organizer many years ago. His speech
is scheduled for 8 p.m., and he will
speak the following evening, April 9,
at Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg.

He will also appear in Princeton,
and Ms. Robeson will participate in
programs in Princeton and Somerville.

The Westfield committee is gather-
ing memorabilia for display at the town
library, planning related events for the
public schools, and designing a poster
for exhibit at various locations around
town.

It is also seeking official approval
for installation of a temporary marker
at Downer and Osborne Streets, the
site of St. Luke’s Church, and for state
preservation status for the building.
The church’s cornerstone was laid in
1908.

Robeson attended the old Wash-
ington School at Elm and Orchard
Streets and, as a 12-year-old, played
in some baseball games with the West-

field High School team, exhibiting early
the athletic talent that would win him
an All-American ranking in football at
Rutgers College.

Research by the centennial com-
mittee has located the site where the
Robesons lived as the south side of
Watterson Street, formerly known as
Spring Street, where it intersects with
Rahway Avenue.

The site, adjoining the rear of Holy
Trinity Interparochial School, is now
a vacant lot owned by the Town of
Westfield.

Mayor Jardim, speaking at a Martin
Luther King celebration in February,
said he was “heartened” to learn that
the place where Robeson lived is in
the public domain and he indicated
that some effort might be made to
officially mark the site.

Mr. Carr said the centennial cel-
ebration should be instructive for a
new generation, especially in the ar-
eas of civil rights and the movement
that came to be known as “Black Pride.”

“People like Dr. King and other lead-
ers acknowledged Paul Robeson’s
great contribution in instilling pride in
African-American achievement, and
we hope to convey this sense of his-
tory to our young people,” Mr. Carr
said.

STARS IN THEIR EYES...Earlier this month, Kindergartners from School
One Elementary in Scotch Plains took a field trip to the planetarium at Raritan
Valley Community College in Somerville. They viewed exhibits and attended
a planetarium show, set to music, which described how to identify certain
planets, stars and constellations in the night sky. They also enjoyed having
lunch in the community college’s cafeteria before their trip back to School
One. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Michael Perez, Remy Bernardo,
Shane Howell and Melissa Goldberg; back row, teachers Sally Tavaglione and
Priscilla Janusz.

Advice Offered for Choosing
Right Money Market Fund

The recommended amount of cash
to accumulate for an emergency fund
is generally three to six months worth
of monthly expenses, depending on
whether one is a single or dual-earner
family, according to a spokeswoman
for Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County.

Money market funds make ideal
vehicles for moneys which are set
aside as emergency reserves and for
funding short-term goals.

These funds are almost as safe as
an insured bank account, but are of-
ten preferred because of the availabil-
ity of higher yields and because they
provide easy access to other funds in
a mutual fund family.

All money market funds are not
created equal, however. The group
can be broken down into five catego-
ries as follow:

All United States Treasury describes
funds that invest totally in United States
Treasury securities, primarily Treasury
bills. These are the safest of all money
funds. Because of this feature, and the
fact that they are normally state tax-free,
Treasury mutual funds usually have
slightly lower yields than other taxable
money markets.

U.S. Government funds invest in
notes that are issued by federal gov-
ernment agencies, like the Federal
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation
(Freddie Mac) and the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association (Fannie

Mae), as well as Treasury bills and
repurchase agreements (short-term
obligations to sell and repurchase
securities).

Federal agency securities are a little
riskier because they only have an im-
plied backing by the United States gov-
ernment instead of a full guarantee.

General purpose funds invest in a
broad array of high-grade money mar-
ket securities that include commercial
paper (IOUs of large, creditworthy
corporations), United States govern-
ment securities, Certificates of Deposit
(CDs) and repurchase agreements.

This type of fund provides the high-
est yield among all money markets.

Federally tax-free funds hold a
variety of short-term municipal bonds.
The income is federally tax-exempt,
but only a small amount may be ex-
empt from state taxes depending on
the portion of the portfolio that is
invested in the issuing state.

Double tax-free refers to state-spe-
cific funds whose income is free from
state as well as federal income taxes
for the taxpayer of the respective state.
An individual federal tax bracket would
determine whether it is wise to invest
in a taxable or tax-free money fund.

Generally, one can consider tax-ex-
empt funds if an individual’s income
bracket is 28 percent or above. A
calculation should always be done to
make comparisons between taxable
and tax-free funds. This formula will
help with the decision:

Taxable equivalent yield equals tax-
free money market yield divided by
1.00 — federal tax rate (for example 15
or 28 percent).

*  *  *  *  *
This Money 2000 message is spon-

sored by Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion. Money 2000 is a program de-
signed to increase the financial well-
being of New Jersey residents through
increased savings and reduced house-
hold debt.

For further information about
Money 2000 and other educational
programs, please call the local Rutgers
Cooperative Extension office at (908)
654-9854.

Christopher J. Wahlers
On Dean’s Honor List,
Does Work at Hospital

Christopher J. Wahlers, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Wahlers of
Scotch Plains, was recently named to
the Dean’s Honor List at Gettysburg
College in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment for the fall term of the 1997-1998
academic year.

Students with a quality point aver-
age of 3.60 or higher (on a 4.0 scale) for
a semester’s work are placed on the
Dean’s Honor List.

A junior at the college, Christopher
also participated in a Gettysburg Col-
lege service-learning project at the
University of Maryland Medical Cen-
ter in Baltimore in early January.

Christopher and other participants
who traveled to Baltimore worked in the
teaching hospital in one of several ar-
eas: shock-trauma, pediatrics, obstet-
rics-gynecology, or in an AIDS clinic.

Students also worked with hospital
services in areas such as patient advo-
cacy, social work, the psychiatric ward,
chaplaincy, and hospital administration.

Gettysburg College annually offers
its students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in service-learning projects
during winter break.

MAGNET MOTION…During a recent visit to the New Jersey Children’s
Museum in Paramus, Title I Pre-Kindergarten students from Elementary
School One in Scotch Plains got some hands-on experience with science and
social studies concepts through numerous child-sized exhibits. The students,
pictured left to right, Brooke Bergenfeld, Asha Harris and Alex Howerton, used
magnets to maneuver small vehicles around an enclosed sand table.

Potential Tutors
Urged to Attend

Program at Library
The Literacy Volunteers of Union

County will be holding a Literacy Library
Day at the Scotch Plains Library on Sat-
urday, March 28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event is for all interested potential or
current students and tutors.

Tutors will be able to find out what
materials are available to use, or how to
solve problems that they are having with
students.

Interested students should call the Lit-
eracy Volunteers’ office at (908) 925-
7755 to make an appointment.


