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Tax deductible contributions may be
made to: The Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, 335 Watterson Street, West-
field, 07090. To learn about volunteer-
ing with the squad, please call (908)
233-2501. For all emergency service,
please call 911.
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Three are Named Recipients
Of Annual Education Award

Barbara Anilo, Fred Chemidlin and
Albert DeSousa have been awarded the
Annual Service to Education Award by
the Education Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The awards are presented to individu-
als who have made contributions to the
development of youth in the communi-
ties and have supported educational op-
portunities for students in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Mrs. Anilo is a resident of Fanwood
and is also employed by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education as a school
social worker. Besides her professional
responsibilities, she has personally col-

lected donations to provide holiday gifts
for needy children in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood every year.

She is involved in the Tiny Tim Foun-
dation and has participated in develop-
ing Project M.O.S.T., a support group for
students at the Evergreen Elementary
School. Mrs. Anilo has also assisted in
locating summer programs for needy fami-
lies.

She has additionally been involved in
obtaining eye examinations, eyeglasses
and prescriptions for individuals in the
community, and has assisted families in
acquiring counseling and educational
services for students. Mrs. Anilo has
developed a parent support group for
parents of preschool handicapped chil-
dren.

Mr. Chemidlin has participated in the
Fanwood Youth Organization baseball
and basketball programs, and has been
an active member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Y.M.C.A., serving on the Board of
Trustees and as Chairman of the Endow-
ment Fund.

He also serves youth through church
activities at St. Helen�s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. He has served as
Treasurer of the Rotary Garbe Founda-
tion. Mr. Chemidlin lives and works in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood community.

For over 20 years, Dr. DeSousa served
as the Principal of Brunner Elementary
School. He previously was the Director
of Developmental Reading and Language
Arts for the Office of Pupil Services at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

As a resident of Fanwood, he has sat
on the Board of Trustees of the Fanwood
Memorial Library and is a member of the
Scholarship Foundation of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Dr. DeSousa is a founding member of
the Education Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, having
served as both President and Treasurer of
the Foundation.

The Service to Education Awards were
presented to the recipients by Education
Foundation President Wayne Morse at a
reception held in their honor at the Scotch
Hill Country Club.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the Education Enrichment Foun-
dation or the Service to Education Award
are asked to call (908) 322-2379.

Local Rescue Squad Appeals
For Additional Volunteers

As the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad�s annual fund drive continues,
members have appealed to town resi-
dents to donate time to help the squad.

�On-the-job training is given at the
rescue squad building by experienced
dispatchers who take you through the
step-by-step procedures for dispatch-
ing the rescue squad members for the
calls received over the police line, ar-
ranging evening medical transports, as
well as handling routine inquiries from
the public,� explained Ray Showfety,
who has been a volunteer dispatcher for
nearly three years.

�The training continues over the
course of several shifts until both the
dispatcher and the trainee reach a level
of confidence. Once the trainee passes
the squad�s dispatcher test, he or she is
ready to work �solo� during their own
two-hour shift per week,� Mr. Showfety
continued.

�You can pick your day and pick your
time and in that way the commitment
here at the Rescue Squad has never
been too demanding,� concluded the
dispatcher, who has lived in Westfield
for 28 years.

The Westfield Rescue Squad is an
all-volunteer organization serving the
town, and one of the few resident squads
in New Jersey.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly
Begins Campaign for Congress

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Democratic Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly of Fanwood publicly
launched her Congressional cam-
paign Tuesday morning at Kean
University in Union, promising to
champion affordable health care,
educational opportunities and tax
deductions which would benefit
working people.

Mrs. Connelly is challenging Re-
publican Congressman Bob Franks
for the Seventh District seat, which
the GOP has held for decades.

The incumbent, a Berkeley Heights
resident and former state Assembly-
man, is in his third term as a Con-
gressman. He has not yet announced
his intent to seek reelection, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman.

Mayor Connelly, who has lived in
Fanwood for 18 years, addressed an
audience of Kean University students,
friends, supporters and elected offi-
cials in a theater at the university
center. The event was sponsored by
Kean�s Part-Time Political Science
Club.

Among those on hand to help her
launch her campaign were fellow
Democrats Daniel P. Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Union County Board of

Chosen Freeholders; Freeholder and
former Fanwood Mayor Linda d.
Stender; State Senator Raymond J.
Lesniak; Assemblywoman Arlene
Friscia and Woodbridge Mayor and
former Gubernatorial candidate
James E. McGreevey

Also in attendance were a group of
students from the Benedictine Acad-
emy, a Catholic high school for girls
in Elizabeth, of which Mrs. Connelly
is an alumna.

She has been Chairwoman of the
school�s Board of Directors for the
past three years, and is also President
of the New Jersey Association for
Elected Women Officials.

Mayor Connelly argued that the
Republican majority in Congress,
including Mr. Franks, has not done
enough to help working people
manage their multiple responsibili-
ties. She added that as a working
woman for many years, she would
be instrumental in bringing the
�real world� to Congress.

She said her focus would be on
addressing the needs of the many
people who juggle jobs and families,
and who are concerned about health
insurance, the future of their
children�s education, and taxes. Mrs.
Connelly described these individu-

als as �real world heroes who we
should be applauding and who I
would be honored to represent.�

Mrs. Connelly stated that while
she did not consider Congressman
Franks to be a bad person, she felt he
was a �career politician� who is �too
deeply embedded in a system that
doesn�t respond to our needs.�

The candidate, who recently re-
tired from her position as a human
resources executive at AT&T, said
that during her 28-year career with
the company, she helped many people
through professional transitions, job
training and personal crises � experi-
ences she said would help her repre-
sent the Seventh District in Congress.

�I believe it is time to have a mem-
ber of Congress from this district
who knows what working families
go through every day,� Mrs. Connelly
told her audience.

During her campaign kick off, she
touched on managed care plans,
which she said often leave decisions
about medical care in the hands of
insurance companies rather than
doctors.

She also called for further tax de-
ductions to help working people make
ends meet, as well as smaller class
sizes and higher standards in schools,
giving students as much access to
computers as they have to video
games, and a crackdown on violence
in schools.

Mrs. Connelly is only the third
woman and the third Democrat to
serve as Mayor of Fanwood. Prior to
being elected in 1995, she was a
Borough Councilwoman for eight
years, during which time she was
also Police Commissioner.

Mayor Connelly first revealed in
December that she had long been con-
sidering a run for Congress. She ad-
mitted then that opposing an incum-
bent in the heavily Republican district
would be a challenge, but felt her dual
background in politics and business
would make her a strong contender.

The Seventh District encompasses
parts of Union, Somerset, Middlesex
and Essex Counties, including 17
Union County municipalities.
Among them are Westfield, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside.

CONNELLY FOR CONGRESS...Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly,
right, launched her congressional campaign Tuesday morning at Kean Univer-
sity in Union. Mrs. Connelly is expected to challenge Republican Congressman
Bob Franks, who has not yet announced his candidacy, for the Seventh District
seat. Pictured with her are fellow Democrats Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and Freeholder Linda d. Stender.
Mrs. Stender preceded Mrs. Connelly as Mayor of Fanwood.

Maryanne S. Connelly

NCADD Announces
Workshop Focusing
On MICA Patients

The National Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence (NCADD) of
Union County is offering a workshop on
Saturday, March 28, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. entitled �Treating the MICA (Men-
tally Ill Chemically-Addicted) Client.�

The course will introduce diagnostic
and treatment techniques to counselors
and interested students, according to
spokeswoman Patricia Ward.

The workshop will be presented by
John White, Director of Outpatient Ser-
vices at Sunrise House in Lafayette. The
cost of the training is $50 and pre-regis-
tration is required to prevent course can-
cellation.

The workshop will be held at the
NCADD offices located at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield. For further
information and registration, please call
(908) 233-8810.


