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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publica-
tion. The Leader�s e-mail address
is press@goleader.com. The fax
number is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.

A DREAM COME TRUE....WYACT (Westfield Young Artists Cooperative
Theatre) participants Kate Cuca, Dakota Nave Hurtt and Ginny Paynter,
pictured above in the New Jersey Performing Arts Center Rotunda, prepare to
audition for the joint NJPAC/WYACT production of Rodgers and Hammerstein�s
musical, Carousel, to be presented at NJPAC Victoria Theatre in July.

Woman Struck by Bus
Still Critical but Stable

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Westfield resident remained in
critical but stable condition this week
after being struck by a school bus
March 17 at the intersection of
Rahway Avenue and West Broad
Street.

Andrea R. Mohl, 52, has been in
the intensive care unit of University
Hospital in Newark since being ad-
mitted shortly after the accident,
hospital spokesman Roger Ramsey
confirmed.

The woman, who suffered a head
trauma, is on a respirator and has
been unconscious since being
brought to the hospital, Mr. Ramsey
said Monday.

He revealed that attempts to rouse
the victim to consciousness through
verbal commands had so far proved
unsuccessful, but declined comment
on whether or not she had sustained
brain damage.

Mrs. Mohl was crossing the inter-
section at 2:45 p.m. when she was hit
by the bus, which is owned by Laidlaw
Transit Inc. of Neptune City, as the
driver made a right turn from Rahway
onto West Broad.

Laidlaw Transit is contracted by
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission for transporta-
tion of students to and from Cen-
tennial High School on Westfield
Avenue.

The driver of the bus, Kathryn A.
McKnight, 31, of Warren had picked
up several students at Centennial
shortly before the accident occurred.

Also on board the bus at the time
were a teacher�s aide and Mrs.
McKnight�s five-year-old son, au-
thorities said. No one on the bus was
injured.

Mrs. McKnight told police that
she didn�t see Mrs. Mohl as she pulled
out after halting for a stop sign at the
intersection. She said she stopped
the bus after hearing a noise and found
the victim underneath the bus.

Detective Sergeant Carl V. Geis of
the Westfield Police Department�s
Traffic Bureau said emergency per-
sonnel had to raise the bus using air
bags and wooden blocks in order to
extricate the victim, who was pinned
under the right front wheel of the
bus.

Sergeant Geis credited the col-
laborative efforts of the Westfield
Police Department, Westfield Fire
Department and the Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad with success-
fully freeing the woman from be-
neath the vehicle.

Mrs. Mohl was transported to Uni-
versity Hospital by the rescue squad
with the assistance of paramedics.

Sergeant Geis said that no charges
have been filed against the driver of
the bus and that the incident is still
under investigation.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Seniors Warned to Keep
Alert for Home Improvement Scams

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the warm-weather months
now close at hand, nearly everyone
agrees that there�s probably no better
time to have home improvement
needs taken care of.

At the same time, however, police
and other town officials are warning
senior citizens in particular and ev-
eryone else in general, that it�s also
the best time for scam artists � those
who offer legitimate services at high
prices � to show up in your neigh-
borhood.

And while the practice of scamming
itself is hardly new, most experts
feel it is on the rise now more than
ever, at least partly because the cost
of living has risen so precipitously in
the last two decades in the tri-state
area � affecting senior citizens hard-
est of all.

�I think there�s more of it now,�
agreed Louis H. Raupp, Westfield�s
former town construction official,
who has been licensed and recog-
nized by the state of New Jersey to be
the �enforcing agency� for the uni-

form construction code. Mr. Raupp
spent his last day on the job last
Thursday, March 19.

�More fraud. And that�s what it is,
fraud,� he said.

In general, according to literature
and varied comments from those in
and around law enforcement as a ca-
reer, most scam artists are �street
smart people� from elsewhere, usu-
ally from firms that are a distance
away from the particular towns in-
volved.

�They�re real wise guys,� Mr. Raupp
said.

And much like the wily boxing
manager who chooses opponents for
his fighters carefully, many scam art-
ists seem to generally target senior
citizens, considered by many to be
among the most helpless when it
comes to protecting themselves in
their later years.

�A lot of (scams) are,� agreed
Westfield Police Detective Patrick
C.  Gray. �They get these older people,
they�ll tell them they�re paving a
driveway; (then) they�ll spend $100
on oil or for a quick tar job, and then

they�ll charge you $5,000.�
One of the biggest cases along

these lines arose in June of 1994,
when an elderly woman on Trinity
Place was coerced by two laborers
into having a new chimney liner
installed at a price exceeding
$1,900. The woman, who was 89 at
the time, had agreed initially to have
her chimney and furnace cleaned
for about $59.

But the laborers, shortly after
beginning the work, according to
both police and Mr. Raupp, told the
woman she was in need of a new
liner and had a �dangerous� situa-
tion. The workers also told the
woman they would have to call the
gas company if the work wasn�t done.

The woman�s nephew, however,
when contacted by his aunt, con-
tacted Mr. Raupp, which eventually
led to the arrest and indictment of
Renaldo Recine, who later agreed
to enter pre-trial intervention, a pro-
cess that usually spares first-time
offenders from jail terms, if they
can avoid further trouble during their

RESIDENTS APPEAL FOR LATIN PROGRAM TO STAY AT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS

BOE Adopts $52.2 Million Final Budget;
Projected Increase in School Taxes Reduced

By  SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a unanimous vote during Tues-
day night�s regular meeting, the West-
field Board of Education adopted its
final budget of $52.2 million for
1998-1999, and confirmed that a
change in Westfield�s ratable base
will reduce the projected increase in
school taxes.

Finance Committee Chairman
Keith S. Hertell revealed that the
tentative $52.02 million spending
plan adopted by the board on March 3
had been modified after the Union
County Board of Taxation informed
district officials that Westfield�s tax
base had increased by $6 million
since last year.

The change has enabled the board
to lower its projected school tax in-
crease from 7 cents to 6 cents per
$100 of assessed value, according to
Mr. Hertell. He said school taxes
were now expected to increase by
$104 a year � rather than the origi-
nally anticipated $122 � for an av-
erage home in Westfield assessed at
$174,000, and with an actual market
value of $290,000.

The projected tax increase from
last year stands at 2.43 percent in-
stead of the previously estimated 2.88
percent, he confirmed.

Board members also recently
learned the district would receive an
increase in federal funding to the
tune of $161,648. These funds were
added to the tentative budget, increas-
ing the sum from the original
$52,016,848 to the final
$52,178,496 figure for 1998-1999.

Mr. Hertell advised board mem-
bers and the public, however, that this
amount would have no impact on lo-
cal taxes �since the funds have off-
setting expenditures in the program.�

On Tuesday, April 21, voters will
decide whether or not to support the
$45,177,689 tax levy for this year�s
budget. The general fund, excluding
the federal moneys, represents a 2.33
percent, or $1,171,751, increase over
last year�s spending plan.

The second major discussion of
the evening revolved around a state
mandate which within the next sev-
eral years will require students to
demonstrate some proficiency in a
language other than English by the
fourth grade. Students will be tested
for similar skills as part of the Early
Warning Test administered in the
eighth grade.

In response to this mandate, Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
J. Foley outlined a proposal to intro-
duce Spanish and French language

courses in the sixth grade. The only
course currently available to sixth
graders, he said, is a world language
course for half a semester.

In order  to accomplish this,  in light
of the cap on spending increases es-
tablished by the state under the Com-
prehensive Education Improvement
and Finance Act, Dr. Foley has pro-
posed that the Latin program at
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools -- which has the least enroll-
ment among three foreign language
offerings -- be eliminated. It would
continue to be available, however, at
the high school level.

�We could take a small step in ex-
panding foreign languages down-
ward, at least to the sixth grade,� Dr.
Foley told The Westfield Leader in
an interview the following day.

He proposed that, once the board
feels its appropriate, the Latin pro-
gram could be phased out of the in-
termediate schools over a two-year
period in order to allow all students
enrolled in the program to complete
it.

�We�re not faced with a situation
where we have to make a decision
tomorrow,� he remarked.

Dr. Foley also felt the district
should explore alternative funding
for a Latin program, co-sponsored
by the Westfield and Plainfield
school districts on Saturdays, which
would help keep the study of the
language alive for local students.

The prospect of eliminating Latin
at the intermediate level drew pas-
sionate responses from more than
half a dozen people in the audience,
who argued that the language has a
positive impact on students� overall
development.

Among those who spoke was Kate
Richlin-Zack of Highland Avenue, a
senior honor student at Westfield High
School, who is enrolled in the Latin V
program there. Reading from a pre-
pared statement, she described how
the study of Latin strengthened her
skills in other academic disciplines.

She told board members how Latin
�has improved my SAT (Scholastic
Assessment Test) scores, increased
my English vocabulary, helped in my
understanding of biology classifica-
tions and chemistry terminology, and
has also been of tremendous value in
my understanding of English litera-
ture and language.

�Eliminating Latin at the middle
school level will completely under-
mine the high school Latin program
just at a point when enrollment and
interest in Latin studies appears to be
increasing,� she continued.

�The middle school Latin program
provides a �feeder� system to the
high school program. If you elimi-
nate the system, the high school Latin
program will wither and die,� she

added.
Pat O�Connor of   Shadowlawn Drive

explained that the five years of Latin
her son took while in school has im-
pressed prospective employers, and
that her daughter, a high school fresh-
man, has also benefited from the study
of the language.

Mrs. O�Connor maintained that
both her children �have had wonder-
ful experiences with the Latin pro-
gram,� adding it would be �very det-
rimental� to eliminate this course at
the intermediate schools.

Dr. Eugene Schaefer of Edgewood
Avenue stressed that Latin is a com-
mon base for several other languages,
adding that it has helped him commu-
nicate with people of other coun-
tries, besides being the basis of much
scientific nomenclature.

The board�s Curriculum Commit-
tee is expected to study the state
mandate, as well as the proposal for
developing a foreign language pro-
gram in the sixth grade, according to
Dr. Foley. He stressed that residents�
input concerning the Latin program
would also be taken into consider-
ation by the committee.

He said he hoped to see foreign
language study extended to the el-
ementary school level in a manner
�that is meaningful and financially
feasible.�

Under other business, Dr. Foley
offered recommendations during his
Superintendent�s Report for revisions
to the 1997-1998 school calendar,
to compensate for two snow days
which had been incorporated into the
calendar but never used due to rela-
tively mild weather conditions this
winter.

The superintendent proposed that
the last day of school be held on
Thursday, June 18, a day ahead of
schedule, which would coincide with
Westfield High School graduation
exercises. He also recommended that
schools be closed on Friday, May 22,
to create a four-day holiday weekend.

The board approved the appoint-
ment of EI Associates of East Or-
ange to conduct a feasibility study to
determine a preliminary design and
estimate the cost of construction for
possible expansion of the library at
Wilson Elementary School, for the
lump sum of $7,400.

These funds, school board mem-
bers confirmed, would be applied
toward any construction which would
be needed to expand the library.

Board Vice President Darielle M.
Walsh, who chairs the Facilities
Committee, reported that the com-
mittee studied proposals by the firm,
which specializes in this type of work,
prior to the board�s decision to award
the contract. She said EI Associates
had also been recommended by other
public school districts.

CAROUSEL SET AS FIRST PERFORMANCE IN JULY

NJPAC Welcomes WYACT Talent
To New Youth Theatre Company

The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC), in collaboration
with the Westfield Young Artists�
Cooperative Theatre, Inc. (WYACT),
will present Rodgers and
Hammerstein�s most beloved musi-
cal of all time, Carousel at the
Victoria Theatre on July Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, July 17 to 19 and
24 to 26.

The goal of the project is to as-
semble a youth theatre company from
all over the state: youth cast, youth
orchestra, and youth apprentices to
work with the technical crew.

�WYACT is honored to have been
invited to participate in this project,
and NJPAC is pleased to provide a
venue in which theatre arts students
can experience a professional the-
atre experience firsthand,� said
NJPAC spokeswoman Randy Becker.

Cynthia Meryl, WYACT�s Artistic
Director and Stage Director of Car-
ousel said, �I�ve always believed that
anything is possible. Seven years ago,
my dream was to develop a theatre
company which would offer a high-
quality, professional theatrical ex-
perience to young, aspiring perform-
ers, designers, and technicians.

�We have succeeded over the years,
but now, entering NJPAC will allow
WYACT participants as well as other
young New Jersey theatre artists to
cultivate their crafts in a beautiful
state-of-the-art atmosphere.�

When asked about the show selec-
tion, Ms. Meryl continued, �Carou-
sel has been described as a emo-

tional, dark piece. We would like to
emphasize the positiveness of the
musical, that women like Julie Jor-
dan, Carousel�s heroine, are strong
and can survive no matter the hard-
ship; that human beings are only ac-
countable for their own lives and not
those of their parents�, that people
can accept and live among each other
happily, no matter how varied their
backgrounds.�

Introducing a summer youth-per-
forming workshop, NJPAC will of-
fer classes in theatre arts for young
people during the summer. Students
who participate in the workshop will
also have the opportunity to audition
for the Carousel production.

�We welcome WYACT to the New

Jersey Performing Arts Center with
open arms. We are certain that they
will provide a quality performance
opportunity for the young people
participating in the NJPAC Summer
Youth Performance Workshop,� said
Philip S. Thomas, Vice President of
Arts Education at NJPAC.

In preparation for Carousel, on
Friday, June 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building on East Broad
Street in Westfield, WYACT will
welcome Tom Briggs, representa-
tive of the Rodgers and Hammerstein
Organization and librettist of the re-
cently reworked production of �State
Fair,� who will offer a free lecture on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MUNICIPAL SIDE OF PROPERTY TAX BILLS TO RISE THREE TAX POINTS

Council Cuts Another Tax Point
On Budget After Closed Session

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After an hour in private session
Tuesday night, the Town Council
managed to reduce the amount of
money to be raised through local
property taxes by an additional
$180,000, or one tax point. The end
result will increase taxes 3 cents for
every $100 of assessed valuation.

The $22,923,211 budget repre-
sents an increase of $649,670 over
the 1997 spending plan. The budget
will be supported through property
taxes totaling $11,318,088 � an in-
crease of $552,141 over last year.

During the preliminary meeting
which preceded the governing body�s
regular meeting, some Republicans
accused their Democratic colleagues
of an �11th hour� maneuver. The

council subsequently agreed to take
another $180,000 from the sale of
town assets account, a source of
municipal revenue, and use it to fund
operational spending.

The account has several million
dollars remaining, on which the town
earns additional interest revenue,
according to Town Administrator
Edward A. Gottko.

Thus, the total used to offset capi-
tal project spending is $561,000 �
down from $1 million which was
utilized in last year�s budget. An item
known as �total miscellaneous rev-
enues,� which includes such items as
Board of Health contracts with neigh-
boring communities including
Fanwood and Mountainside, build-
ing permits and parking decals, was
increased from $8,415,122 to

$8,595,122 as a result of Tuesday�s
council action.

Up until a few weeks ago, there
was no money from the sale of town
assets account used in the budget to
pay for operational or capital costs.
However, the council agreed to uti-
lize $380,000 of the sale of assets
revenue in the budget to offset one-
time capital expenditures.

But, after the Mayor and Fourth
Ward Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman announced they would not
support the budget, a closed door
meeting was held, at which time an-
other $180,000 was taken from as-
sets revenue.

Mr. Gottko explained the revised
budget will increase taxes by $52.50
on the average assessed home in
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 16
• Mei-Chen Ho, 53, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with shoplifting at an
Elm Street supermarket, according to po-
lice. She was released on $275 bail.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
• Fondrea L. Lewis, 26, of Hillside was

arrested and charged with shoplifting after
she allegedly attempted to take $983.99
worth of clothing from a North Avenue
department store, authorities said. She was
released on her own recognizance.

• Michael Bartolomeo, 18, and Jeremi
Thomson, 19, both of Westfield, were ar-
rested and charged with burglary and theft,
according to police. Bartolomeo was taken
into custody at his home, while Thomson
was arrested at police headquarters.

Authorities said the pair was charged in
connection with five incidents, involving
cellular telephones which were stolen from
motor vehicles during February. Each of
the suspects was released on $2,500 bail.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
• A bicycle valued at $270 was re-

ported stolen from a rack at Roosevelt
Intermediate School on Clark Street. Po-
lice said it has not been recovered.

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
• Mia Kottler, 36, of Warren was

arrested on Prospect Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated, and also
with refusal to take a breath test, accord-
ing to police. She was released on $650
bail.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
• The theft of a bicycle valued at $201

from a residence at North Avenue and
Charles Street was reported to police.
Authorities said the bicycle has not been
recovered.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
• Two people, one a Boulevard resi-

dent and the other from Amherst, Massa-
chusetts, filed simple assault reports, ac-
cording to police.

They each claimed they were pushed
against a wall by an employee of a local
recreation facility who was attempting to
make them leave the premises.

No charges have been filed in connec-
tion with the two complaints, authorities
confirmed.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
• A representative of the Redeemer

Lutheran Church on Cowperthwate Place
reported that someone knocked over four
walkway lights, a larger spotlight and some
wiring, according to police.

The church representative told authori-
ties that similar incidents had occurred
seven times previously; however, there are
currently no suspects in the case.

• An East Broad Street resident re-
ported that someone punctured a tire and
scratched the hood and the entire driver�s
side of his 1995 Dodge. The vehicle was
parked in a rear lot on East Broad at the
time the incident occurred, authorities said.

• A Carleton Road resident reported
that someone stole a cellular telephone
valued at $70 from his vehicle on January
5, and subsequently rang up $200 worth of
telephone calls, according to police.

The victim told authorities he believed
that the telephone was removed from the
car either while it was parked in his drive-
way or in a lot on East Broad Street and
Central Avenue.

MONDAY, MARCH 23
• An employee of a shop on North

Avenue, West, reported that his camera
was stolen from the establishment. Police
said they do not have a suspect in the case.

• Daryl Meek, 22, of Montclair was
arrested and charged with driving with a
revoked license on North Avenue, authori-
ties said.

A further investigation revealed that
Meek was wanted on a no-bail warrant
from the Sussex County Sheriff�s Office,
as well as a contempt of court warrant
from Roxbury, for which bail was set at
$800, according to police.

• A resident of Twin Oaks Terrace
reported that someone stole his credit card
from a local recreation facility and subse-
quently used it.

• Paul Cacciatore, 18, of Scotch Plains,
James Rodrigues, 19, of Westfield and
Christopher Gargiulo, 20, of Edison were
arrested and charged with possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana following a
motor vehicle stop at West Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue, according to police.
All three were released on $250 bail.

pre-trial parole period.
At the time of that incident, Recine

was associated with J&J Chimney Safety,
Inc. of East Farmingdale, New York.
Police said that Recine told them he
worked for �some guy out on Long Is-
land.� And according to information ob-
tained from Mr. Raupp�s office, the liner
Recine and his co-worker wanted to
install was not of stainless steel, but was
instead an �ordinary, flexible duct mate-
rial,� he said.

A copy of the agreement with J&J and
the eldery woman showed/promised the
new liner would be of �stainless steel.�
Recine, then 23, was driving only with a
commercial driving permit at then time.
His partner, Mr. Raupp added, had no
license.

Then on February 17 of this year,
both fire and police became suspicious
of two men working on a chimney on a
Boulevard residence during a rainfall.
The workers did not have a work per-
mit, and reportedly matched the de-
scription of the workers apprehended
some time earlier. According to one fire
official, the work was being done incor-
rectly, and any further work was or-
dered stopped.

Then on March 6, a man believed to be
in his mid-60s and living on Summit Av-
enue, agreed to a deal similar to the one
imposed upon the elderly woman of four
years ago. He, too, would have paid
workers about $2,000, but Fire Chief
Paul A. Battiloro Jr., who was driving by,
became suspicious at what he saw and
stopped to investigate.

That led to another work stoppage
order, with Mr. Raupp also telling the two
men to restore the chimney area back to
what it had been prior to the work agree-
ment.

The workers involved in both cases
represented Fairfield Chimney and Fire-
place Maintenance, Inc. of Deer Park,
New York. Some law enforcement
aren�t convinced the two companies
are related, but Mr. Raupp suspects
that J&J is a possible subsidiary of
Fairfield Chimney.

Dennis Falcone, however, the Presi-
dent of Fairfield Chimney, denied having
any connection or association with J&J,
and instead accused local officials of tar-
geting him unfairly.

�We have a fairly large company, and
we stand behind everything we do,� con-
tended Mr. Falcone, who said he had
�never heard� of J&J. �To me, they don�t
exist.�

The Westfield Leader contacted the
New York State Attorney General�s Of-
fice twice to determine if the two firms are
related. The Attorney General�s Office
did not return either call.

Mr. Falcone, who denied having ever
heard of Recine, also insisted �we do not
target senior citizens.�

Mr. Falcone also said that the work
needed to be done in both cases this year,
and that the work was stopped because
his company workers had no canvassing
permit.

�And they (town officials) have it in for
us,� Mr. Falcone added.

Police added that �we have no proof of
any connection (between the two compa-
nies)� this past Tuesday.

Law enforcement officials agree that
the issue of work permits is a double-
edged sword, with a lot of the �onus�
falling on homeowners, since they must
carry some type of building permit in
order to have work of major proportions
done.

On the other hand, companies and/or
canvassers must carry permits if they go
door-to-door to solicit business.

That, Mr. Raupp noted, often works
against victims of scam operators, since
the victim can often be the one most
culpable for not having a proper building
permit in the first place. And even the
pursuit of scammers on a legal basis is
difficult.

�When you�re 89 years old, do you

want to go through two years of court,
with motions and counter-motions, and a
lawyer asking for money every month or
two?� questioned Mr. Rapp.

Mr. Raupp agreed that in about 75
percent of all cases, work of some kind
is needed, that elderly homeowners are
usually the target, and that any or all
scammers are fast-talking pros who use
fear as a factor in their approach, similar
to the story involving the woman on
Trinity Place.

Also, a one-time payment of a high sum
is almost always part of the agreement,
and that the scammers involved very often
promise a job of a quick nature, then take
the victim�s check to that victim�s bank,
cash it, and leave quickly.

The work is often done in a mediocre or
poor manner, police stated.

Police also caution homeowners of
another scam approach: two woman or
someone else of an innocent nature, who
ask for a glass of water. But upon entry
into the house, one of the scammers then
keeps the homeowner preoccupied in a
legitimate way, while the confederate then
runs upstairs or to another portion of the
house to steal money � or money-re-
lated items, such as jewelry.

Mr. Raupp, in commenting further on
the former approach, said a four-item
checklist can help homeowners avoid many
of these repair difficulties.

Mr.  Raupp said any or  a l l
homeowners approached about hav-
ing work done, should ask for refer-
ences, including at least three custom-
ers the company has worked with/for.
Then, Mr. Raupp continued, the
homeowners should check with their
local banks in order to see whether or
not the company has had business ac-
counts or businesses connections, to
see �that they exist.�

Perhaps most important of all, Mr.
Raupp added, any potential customer must
ask for a list of the company�s material
suppliers, since very often, the supplier
can �come after you� in the event the
company hasn�t properly compensated
the supplier.

Finally, Mr. Raupp emphasized, any
potential customer should ask to see a
certificate of insurance from the laborer, in
case a problem of liability arises. No
customer should seriously consider any
such work agreement without the other
side proving it has liability insurance, Mr.
Raupp stated.

The veteran construction official, who
has held similar job titles in both Tinton
Falls and Stafford Township, has never
seen Westfield with as many out-of-state
contractors as �it has now,� which is �up
six-fold from 1992.�

Mr. Raupp also warned that many
scam artists are interested largely in tar-
geting those with homes that have had
mortgage debts �paid off years ago,� and
especially those homes �with large cash
equities.�

It is agreed that institutions, even legiti-
mate ones, have provisions enabling them
to at least part of the house�s financial
assets if a �lendee� fails to meet repay-
ment requirements on time.

Mr. Raupp, however, recalling a recent
nationally-televised news magazine on the
subject, said that some loan/home im-
provement financing companies can have
clauses in agreements that give them title
to all of the victim�s assessments on the
house, literally forcing some out on the
street.

Mr. Raupp, recalling when his aged
mother was still alive, said he �couldn�t
believe all the contacts she had� from
those interested in doing work in and
around the home � until, the construction
code official said, they found out the house
was really owned by him.

�They dissolved into the night,� Mr.
Raupp concluded. Just because West-
field is an �up scale town,� things are
often perceived that these matters �don�t
exist.

�They surely do,� he said.
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Seniors Warned to Keep Alert
For Home Improvement Scams
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�the Musical Theatre of Rodgers and
Hammerstein.�

In addition to performing a classic
musical, WYACT is proud to present
the Broadway comedy hit �Isn�t It
Romantic� by Wendy Wasserstein
Friday, July 31, through Sunday, Au-
gust 2, at the Cranford Dramatic Club
on Winans Avenue in Cranford, pro-
viding an acting opportunity to young
actors and actresses interested in
performing in a straight play.

Isn�t It Romantic explores the con-
temporary feminine dilemma, the
conflict between personal indepen-
dence and romantic fulfillment. The
story deals with the post-college ca-
reers of two best friends: Janie, a
short, slightly overweight Jewish
would-be writer; and Harriet, her tall,
thin gorgeous WASP best friend. Both
yearn to escape loving parental domi-
nation and to establish their own lives
and identities.

Auditions for �Carousel� are Sun-
day, April 26, starting at 11 a.m. at the
Westfield School of Dance, located
at 402 Boulevard, and on Sunday,
May 3, starting at 11 a.m. at NJPAC,
both days by appointment.
Auditioners must bring sheet music
in the correct keys.

Dance calls are the same evenings
in the same locales starting at 7 p.m.
Callbacks will be on Thursday, May 9.

�Auditions for �Isn�t It Romantic�
are Saturday, May 2, at 1 p.m., at the
Westfield School of Dance by ap-

pointment. Performers should pre-
pare a short monologue. Callbacks
are the same afternoon. For the Car-
ousel audition or class information
call (973) 353-8009 at NJPAC.

For �Carousel/Isn�t It Romantic�
auditions or technical apprenticeship
information, please call (908) 233-
3200.

The Westfield Young Artist�s Co-
operative Theatre, Inc. (WYACT) will
present its annual �Cabaret� on Sat-
urday, April 4, at 8 p.m. at the Cran-
ford Dramatic Club (CDC) on Winans
Avenue in Cranford. Directed by Ms.
Meryl, the show�s emphasis this year
is on period works written on or
before 1950 by playwrights such as
Strindberg, Shaw, Ibsen, and Moliere.

The cast is made up of talented
young performers, ages 7 through
17, from Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Cranford, and the surrounding towns.
Members of the Westfield Dance
Company, under the direction of
Jenny Logus, will perform excerpts
from SaintSaen�s Carnival of the
Animals.

Tickets can be purchased at the
door and are $10 for adults and $8
for students and seniors. All pro-
ceeds from this event benefit
WYACT�s summer productions,
Rodgers and Hammerstein�s musi-
cal, Carousel and Wendy
Wasserstein�s Isn�t It Romantic.

For further information, please call
(908) 233-3200.

NJPAC Welcomes WYACT
To New Youth Theatre Co.

Florist Seeks More Time But
Landlord Says Extensions

Have Been Granted
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

McEwen Flowers has been a fix-
ture in Westfield since 1923. That
may change come March 30 when
owner Tim Capone�s lease on the
building at 431 Central Avenue ex-
pires.

The owners of that property and
the empty lot adjacent to it have sold
their holdings to Exxon Corporation.
Exxon presently operates a gas sta-
tion at the corner of Central and South
Avenues.

The sale will allow Exxon to ex-
pand the existing gas station to in-
clude two new gas pumping islands, a
Tiger Mart retail store and a 15-foot
high free standing canopy. Board of
Adjustment approval on the Exxon
plan was granted March 9.

Susan N. Mullen is the attorney for
property owners Alfred S. Hood,
Frederick Stauss and A. McEwen.
She holds a court order that requires
Mr. Capone to vacate the premises at
431 Central by this Monday, March
30.

�This follows a series of exten-
sions,� explained Ms. Mullen.

She confirmed that her clients�
closing with Exxon cannot take place
until Mr. Capone and his business are
out of the building.

�They (Exxon) don�t want a ten-
ant,� added Ms. Mullen.

Mr. Capone, however, who has
owned the McEwen business since
1985, wants an additional 30-day
extension on his lease.

�I want to get out,� stressed the
florist, who has been packing up his
store bit by bit over the past months.
�But, there are time constraints in all
of this.�

In January, following an agreed-
upon lease extension to March 30,
Mr. Capone identified property along
East Broad Street as a suitable new
location for his business.

He said he signed a 10-year lease
on the space (the former Auster�s
appliance store) and has had plans
drawn for the renovations required
to accommodate the 10- by 12-foot
refrigeration system he uses. He said
the appropriate permits have been
applied for.

In the meantime, �I�ve got no place
to go. Another 30 days would be
more than enough time to get the new
space ready,� said Mr. Capone.

�If I don�t get an extension, this
would hurt me really bad,� he contin-
ued. �It could put me out of business,
and I stand to lose quite a bit of
money. Every bit of my life savings is
invested.�

Not only would an additional 30
days buy Mr. Capone time to com-
plete renovation, it would allow
McEwen Flowers to reap the ben-
efits of the profitable Easter season
at its present location. The business
could then be in place on East Broad
Street to handle Mother�s Day or-
ders. He said these two occasions
mark �the height of the season� for a
florist.

Mr. Capone said that, prior to
Exxon�s entering the picture, he had
reached an agreement (which one of
the owners had signed) to purchase
the property himself.

�Then Exxon bumped the offer up
by $55,000,� he explained, knocking
Mr. Capone out of the competition.

To date, Mr. Capone�s attorney has
been unsuccessful in approaching
Exxon directly with his client�s ap-
peal for a lease extension.

Meeting is Scheduled
For April 2 to Discuss
Tree Planting Event
All interested residents are en-

couraged to attend a meeting of
the Central Avenue Neighborhood
Preservation Program on Thurs-
day, April 2, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil on Cacciola Place.

The purpose of the meeting is
to finalize plans for a Cacciola
Place tree planting event sched-
uled for Saturday, April 18, at 11
a.m. This event is one of several
to be held to increase awareness
of the Neighborhood Preserva-
tion Program.

Everyone is invited to attend, as
many participants are needed to
make this project a success.

Westfield of $175,000. A home assessed
at $350,000 will see an increase in taxes
of $105 for municipal services.

If the county portion of property tax
bills remains flat as expected, the total
average tax bill will increase by 9 cents on
$100 of assessed valuation, or $156 for
the average home in town. The increase
for the school tax, which will go before
voters on Tuesday, April 21, is six cents,
or $104.

The move to use more revenue gener-
ated from the sale of town assets caused
Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan,
Jr., to vote against the introduction of the
budget. He said if the money was to be
used, it should fund long-term projects
and not municipal operational spending.

He said he would support the budget if
the revenue from the sale of town assets
was used to pay for any purpose �other
than paying our bills.�

Also voting against the introduction of
the budget was Mayor Thomas C. Jardim.
Although happy with the increased spend-
ing on capital improvements planned
around town for 1998 � which he said
has doubled from previous years � the
Mayor said he was not pleased with the
operational side of the budget.

Specifically, he said more discussion
needs to focus on the biggest expense
item in the budget � salaries and wages
� which accounts for 62 percent of the
spending plan.

He said he believes the amount placed
in the budget as reserve for uncollected
taxes, $1,850,000 on the appropriations
side, and the revenue item of receipts for
delinquent taxes, $650,000, are both too
high.

�I think we should go back and do a
little bit more work,� Mayor Jardim as-
serted.

On the capital spending side, Mayor
Jardim acknowledged that $600,000 was
in the budget for road improvements as
part of a multi-year program to pave
neglected streets in town. Town parks will
see improvements also, with $60,000
geared for improving Sycamore Field,
$12,000 for Memorial Field, construc-
tion of a picnic structure at Tamaques
Park and new playground equipment for
Lincoln School.

The budget also includes funds to con-
tinue examining and repairing the town�s
sewer system. Another $370,000 has
been slated for walkie-talkies and other
public safety and public works items.

A total of $7,500 has been set aside for
the state Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram proposed for a large triangular sec-
tion between Central Avenue and Grove
Street, South and Grandview Avenues.

This revenue is the result of the sale of
town-owned land, used police cars and
other municipal vehicles.

Prior to the regular meeting, Council-
man Goldman said he was prepared to
vote against the introduction of the budget
unless the burden on taxpayers was re-
duced further.

The council wrestled with the possibil-
ity of introducing the budget, already over
a month late to Trenton, in April, thus
pushing the public hearing and adoption
vote off until May. Officials said this would
have endangered the town in getting out
property tax bills by Saturday, August 1,
since the process of setting tax rates at the
Union County Board of Taxation often is
a slow process.

Mr. Goldman was critical of reduced
state aid to the town over the past few
years.

�Lower state aid from Trenton and
rising local expenses means higher local
property taxes. And that really is the
bottom line,� he said.

State aid of $4,132,714, he said, �is
only $6,000 more than it was last year. It

is only $23,000 higher than it was three
years ago, in 1995. In fact, it is $320,000
less than it was in 1994.�

�We are not the source of the problem.
The source is elsewhere and we have to
live with those ramifications,� he said.

The municipal budget was reduced by
$156,000 during the process as the gov-
erning body took the budget presented to
them by Mr. Gottko in January and
chopped it from an increase of five cents
per $100 of assessed value to three-and-
a-half cents. However, town auditors,
after reviewing the budget, placed the
increase at four tax points. The number
was than dropped to three points follow-
ing council discussion Tuesday night.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick said she feels the budget was �cut
to the bone� and that any further reduction
to lower taxes would have negative impli-
cations.

�I felt very strongly that mortgaging our
future (by reducing surplus funds even
further) to accomplish an artificial de-
crease would have a negative impact on
Westfield,� she said.

She said the budget maintains the �quality
of life that Westfield residents have always
expected.�

During the preliminary meeting before
the regular meeting, Mr. Goldman said he
supports moving away from using rev-
enue from the sale of assets but gradually,
rather than �cold turkey,� as was pre-
sented in the budget handed over to the
council in January.

He also said more discussion is needed
on wages and salaries, which he said was
only discussed �a couple of minutes� dur-
ing the budget process.

In response, Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba, Chairman of the
Finance Committee, said �in the person-
nel area, Larry, we�re pretty much dealing
with agreements with bargaining units.
The percentage or dollar amount of the
discretionary personnel costs is relatively
small compared to the total payouts to
bargaining units. So the amount we would
be able to talk about, if we wanted to, is
limited by that definition.�

Councilman Goldman said he would
like to see more discussion on municipal
staffing levels � noting that perhaps some
areas are overstaffed, while other depart-
ments are understaffed. Mr. Gruba said
Councilman Goldman�s concern �is on
the table as of this budget hearing pro-
cess.�

Mr. Goldman told the council he was
not prepared to vote in favor of the tax
levy which would have risen $774,000
had the council not made the additional
$180,000 cut.

The council also approved introduction
of the 1998 budget of $265,000 as pro-
posed for the special improvement district
by the Westfield Downtown Corpora-
tion. Among projects in the special im-
provement district (SID) budget, the gov-
erning body of the SID, are new orna-
mental lighting for the downtown, cross-
walks, benches and trash receptacles.
Promotional events, including an expanded
Jazz festival from last year�s �Sweet Sounds
of Downtown� and a June sports event in
the downtown are also planned.

Another $12,500 has been appropri-
ated to pay for the salary of a new parking
system manager.

The public hearings on both the town
and SID budgets will be held at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 21.

In other business the council approved
the appointment of Anthony Scelea as
Acting Construction Code Official/Build-
ing Subcode Official for a term of up to 60
days. This comes as the result of the
resignation of Louis Raupp last Friday.
Mr. Scelea currently serves as Building
Inspector.

Author Presents Postcards
To Local D.A.R. Chapter

�Postcards of Westfield� was pre-
sented to the Westfield Chapter of the
National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (N.S.D.A.R.) by
Stanley H. Lipson, author of the book
�Westfield in the Golden Age of Post-
cards� on March 20 at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Jester.

The hostesses for the program were
Patricia Ambielli and Elizabeth
DeVincenzo.

Mr. Lipson, a local resident and
long-time collector, has combined
images from several existing local
collections with informational de-
scriptions and added the history of

each scene.
The Westfield chapter participated

in a bake sale at the Veterans Health
Care Center in Lyons on March 17.
Members will hold a yard sale Satur-
day, April 25, to benefit the many
schools and scholarship funds spon-
sored by the N.S.D.A.R.

Members of the chapter are
women descended from ancestors
who participated in the American
Revolution. Eligible women inter-
ested in membership may call the
Registrar, Marjorie Gural, at (908)
686-5484 or Lillian Blauvelt, Re-
gent, at (908) 232-8674.
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Council Cuts Another Tax Point
On Budget After Closed Session

HAPPY 100 DAYS�Kindergarten students in Judy Tretiak�s class at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield recently celebrated 100 days of school with a
party and various activities which helped the youngsters learn to count to 100.


