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FASCISM
The rise and fall of Fascism spanned a

relatively short but tragic period of mod-
ern history. In fact, Fascism directly par-
alleled the political careers of Benito
Mussolini, the Italian dictator, and Nazi
Germany�s Fuhrer, Adolph Hitler.
Mussolini held power from 1922 to 1943,
while Hitler ruled Germany from 1933
to 1945. This evil pair was responsible
for a period of great human suffering.

In the ancient Roman Republic, fasces
were symbols of power. A fascis (singu-
lar) consisted of �a bundle of birch or elm
rods bound together by a red strap, with
the blade of an ax projecting from it.�
Servants, called lictors, carried these
fasces ahead of magistrates, governors,
and emperors.

Mussolini borrowed the name of this
ancient Roman symbol of authority as
the label for his party � Facisti (Fas-
cist). He was accompanied by fasces on
his triumphal march to Rome in 1922
when he assumed control of Italy. Inci-
dentally, a fascis appeared on the U.S.
dime from 1916 to 1945, but it was
converted to a torch on the Roosevelt
dime in 1946.

SPFEA Offers Tips to Strengthen
Kids� Reading and Study Skills

Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA)
� Scotch Plains and Fanwood�s teach-
ers, aides and secretaries � know how
much parents want their children to en-
joy reading, and how much they want
them to succeed in school.

Parents know that good reading
skills help their children succeed in
school, and the love of reading is the
greatest education gift we can give our
children. To help families instill a love of
reading in their children, the SPFEA
offers these tips:

• Link reading to children�s current
interests � comic books, fashion maga-
zines, even retail catalogues and the
Guinness Book of World Records.

• Keep a selection of library books
linked to children�s interests at home
and let them browse.

• Stack appealing reading materials
wherever your children sit.

• Let your children see you reading
every day. Don�t put off reading until
after the children are in bed.

• Discuss articles you�ve read in maga-
zines and newspapers with your children.

• Be flexible and tolerant. Don�t in-
sist that children finish a book. Let them
read while the television or radio is on.

• Give books and magazine subscrip-
tions as gifts. Treat them to movies and
plays based on books they�ve read. Ask
them to compare.

• Share the reading experience from
infancy to middle school; read to your
children every day or have your child
read aloud to you. Act out scenes.

• Ask questions such as, �What do
you think will happen next?� or �Why
did the character do that?�

• Be optimistic and patient. Every
child can learn to love reading � even-
tually.

Homework extends the learning expe-
rience beyond the classroom and rein-
forces learning by giving children a chance
to practice without the pressure of time.

It also teaches a child to organize time,
work independently, use good study skills
and develop self-discipline. In addition,
it gives the child with learning chal-
lenges extra time to improve.

The SPFEA has offered families these
tips to help children benefit from home-
work assignments:

• Create a quiet place to study with
lots of light and school supplies.

• Set a scheduled time every day for
homework.

• Show your support by staying
nearby.

• Urge your children to pair up with a
homework �buddy,� someone they can

call.
• Encourage your children to take short

breaks while doing homework.
• Discuss any problems with your

children�s teacher.
• Talk with your children about some

of their homework assignments.
• Support your children�s efforts, but

do not protect them from the consequences
if their homework doesn�t get finished.

• Discuss homework as a way to de-
velop self-discipline and good study hab-
its.

• Surprise your children with a re-
ward when they�ve been studying hard.

The SPFEA wants every child to de-
velop strong study skills, and we believe
that parents are our true partners in edu-
cation.

Barbara McGuane
SPFEA President

Wilfred Coronato Expresses Gratitude
For His Recent Election Experience

On Tuesday, November 3, I lost my
first bid for elected office in Fanwood.
Despite the loss, I am extremely grateful
for the experience. I had the opportunity
to meet hundreds of people and have
developed many new friendships as a
result.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my runningmate David Trumpp,
who helped show me the ropes of cam-
paigning. David is a very good person,
who cares about the borough and I am
sure he will continue to contribute to its
progress.

Thanks are also owed to our campaign
manager, Karen Paardecamp, for the
countless hours she spent on the details
and for her insight. The members of our
campaign committee who volunteered
their time and effort in helping us are to
be credited for their efforts as well.

I would also like to thank the residents
who supported us by giving us words of
encouragement throughout the campaign
and who voted for us on Election Day.

Last, and certainly not least, I owe a
big thank you to my wife, Darlene, and
my two children who were very under-
standing of the many weekends lost to
campaigning and the hours spent during
the week planning the campaign.

To Karen Schurtz and Kathy Mitchell,
I congratulate you on your victory. I wish
you the best during your terms as mem-

bers of the council and hope you are able
to achieve everything you plan for the
greater good of the borough.

Wilfred P. Coronato
Fanwood

Citizens Opposed to Nighttime Lights
At Stadium Need Some Perspective

The �angry residents� who confronted
the Board of Education over one night
football game need to look at the situa-
tion in a different way.

The stadium was packed with high
school kids, parents, even Westfield resi-
dents who played football for WHS in
the past, and others all rooting for their
hometown football team.

We in Westfield are lucky to have
such terrific school and community spirit.
After all, this is the reason many people
move to Westfield.

I am distressed that these �angry resi-
dents,� who purchased their homes know-
ing full well that the high school athletic
field was in close proximity, have the

nerve to complain about cheering for the
home team and temporary lighting.

In today�s world of drugs, perversion
and general misconduct, the residents of
Westfield should be thrilled that their
kids would rather be at a high school
football game.

The fact that it was at night made it
even better, since it gave the kids an
alternative to hanging on the streets with
nowhere to go or drinking at someone�s
house whose parents were not home.

Let�s put things in perspective and be
supportive of events that foster school
and community spirit.

Barbara Lang
Westfield

After years of careful planning and
much debate, restructuring of the elec-
tric utility industry is rapidly taking shape
both in individual states and in the United
States Congress.

This restructuring, some say reinven-
tion, is intended to bring about competi-
tion and cost savings for consumers. It is
not intended to hurt utilities and their
shareholders. Regulators, utilities and
consumers are taking great pains to en-
sure the process goes smoothly.

Each continues to have its say to en-
sure fair and reasonable treatment as
restructuring efforts proceed.

Much of the public debate, as repre-
sented in newspaper editorials or col-
umns and comments by consumer advo-
cacy groups, is anything but fair and
reasonable, particularly as it relates to
stranded costs.

The issue of stranded costs has been
raised in virtually every discussion about

Electric Utility Restructuring
Must Be Completed Fairly

By FRED D. HAFER

Demographics Can Play a Big Part
Of Property Taxes in Our Towns

It may come as a surprise to some of you reading this
newspaper that you�re considered to be wealthy. The
I.R.S. thinks so. So does the State of New Jersey, the
banks, the cable television company and marketers of
goods.

In a region circumscribed by Westfield to Summit to
New Providence and closing at Scotch Plains, there
are about 106,000 people with a medium household
income of approximately $80,000. In the Westfield
area alone, people have about $7 billion in personal
deposits and investments, according to The Town
Bank of Westfield marketing research.

The region comprises about 20 percent of the
county�s population. By comparison, Elizabeth alone
accounts for the same percentage of the population,
with a medium household income of about $32,000.

Indeed, the region is rich in many ways: lovely
towns, nice homes, friendly and happy people, many
societies and clubs, strong charity organizations,
many churches and good school systems. Other people
agree. Young professional couples searching to locate
in the New York City metropolitan area conduct town
searches on the Internet, in newspapers and in maga-
zines.

Invariably, our towns come up as the top choice to
live in and to raise a family. And so we have a vibrant
society. Home values are rising. We have energetic
and educated neighbors. More than half of us vote.
Though this may seem low, this is high compared to
the national average of about 35 percent in the latest
election.

As government grows, funding is obtained through
taxes from those most able to pay � and this is you.
Locally, you see this in your property taxes. In the
region, your property taxes are consumed as follows:
about one-sixth by the county, approximately one-
sixth by local government, and about two-thirds by
the school system. So, your property taxes are influ-
enced mostly by the public school system costs.

Further complicating the analysis, capital items
(community bond referendums) for roads, parking
garages, schools and parks are added to the property

tax bill. Also, in the short term, politicians and school
administrators can make your property tax bill appear
a little lower by spending surplus funds or selling
assets to pay for operating expenses.

Several factors that will affect our region are brew-
ing. There�s a storm at the state level on school
funding, Supreme Court rulings and alternate school
choices. This is critical since State Education Com-
missioner Leo Klagholz is in charge of all local school
systems in New Jersey. The state is the legal entity of
the school systems, not the communities. Local school
boards and administrations are caretakers and
implementers who must follow the state decrees.

The state stipulates the maximum amount of money
that a community can spend per pupil (referred to as
the �cap�). If that amount is exceeded, state funding
support is withdrawn correspondingly. Not surpris-
ingly, most communities spend the maximum before
jeopardizing state school financial support.

For our region, state funds are quickly becoming a
smaller factor, as it is allocated inversely to the rated
wealth of the region. As example, Westfield and
Summit High Schools or Districts receive about 5
percent of their operating budget from the state. In
comparison, Elizabeth High School receives 74 per-
cent of its operating budget from the state. On aver-
age, throughout the state, state aid to school operating
budgets is 39 percent.

You need to understand and be involved in your
community�s decisions so that matters work out to the
best of your wishes. And all is not obvious. For
example, 60 percent of our residents do not have
children in school. Many are retired and on fixed
incomes. If they decide to sell their homes at this
market peak and leave, everyone else left must pay the
bills. And if our demographics shift to, say, 60 percent
of the residences having children in school, then
property taxes will double.

We will keep you informed of the issues, key data,
players, opinions of our leaders and alternate views.
Your opinions and knowledge are sought to add to the
wisdom pool for keeping our towns rich, if not wealthy.

School Bond Asks Too
Much of Senior Citizens

Faye DeGoff writes in the Bovember
12 issue of The Leader supporting the
referendum to be brought before
Westfield voters by the Board of Educa-
tion on December 15.

Since Ms. DeGoff identifies herself as
a member of Westfield�s retired commu-
nity, I think it fair to point out that not all
the town�s retirees find themselves in
Ms DeGoff�s apparently comfortable fi-
nancial position.

I personally know of seniors living
within a short radius of my own home,
life-long residents of the town, who live
without heat and who subsist on cat food.

Multiply these deprivations many
times for the town as a whole and ask
yourself whether the Board of Education
has the best interests of the entire com-
munity at heart.

Dr. Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

4 popcorns

�A funny thing happened on the way to
the Holocaust.�

Sound startling? It�s meant to. Italian
film star Roberto Benigni�s life-affirm-
ing comedy/drama is a confluence of
mixed emotions, a heartbreaking essay
in shocking contradictions. Yet, Life Is
Beautiful (in Italian, film with English
subtitles) is anything but disrespectful.

This uplifting story of how an Italian
waiter shields his son from the horrors of
concentration camp internment is a break-
through piece of motion picture artistry,
a fable about a time in history that would
deny folks their fairy tales.

Guido Orefice (portrayed by Mr.
Benigni) is a scalawag of the finest
feather. Upon his arrival in the Tuscan
town of Arezzo to assume a waiter�s job
at the posh hotel where his uncle (Giustino
Durano) is maitre d,� he begins to work
his comical conjurations.

Guido dashes about performing illu-
sions and manipulations � a magician of
the heart.

The first half of the film is a buoyant
dance. Everything that is good about the
world is outlined and celebrated through
Guido�s optimism.

In addition to providing a warmhearted
tale about familial devotion, Benigni also
fashions a beautiful love story. Undaunted
by his commoner (and Jewish) status,
Guido courts the beautiful Dora (Nicoletta
Braschi, Benigni�s real-life wife), a
schoolteacher and town Brahmin.

Applying his romantic prestidigitation,
he shows up Dora�s fascist fiancé for his
brutish insensitivity. Guido�s role as
knight in shining armor is humorously
authenticated. In the second half of the
film, the rules will change as Guido�s
comical skills face the challenge of a
lifetime.

When Mr. Benigni�s brainchild (he
co-wrote with Vincenzo Cerami and di-
rects) suddenly makes an about-face and
jumps ahead several years, the directo-
rial convenience is unsettling.

But without lobbing on another 20
minutes, the transition seems the only
way to relate that Guido is now wed to
Dora, operates a book store, and is the
proud father of an adoring son, Giosue,
played with by Giorgio Cantarini.

This dark side of the movie begins
when Guido and little Giosue are gath-
ered up into railroad cars destined for the
camps. Evocative of De Sica�s Bicycle
Thief (1949), it is now dad and son
against the world.

Because she is Christian, Dora is
spared, yet demands to follow. The Nazis
accommodate her.

The filmmaker tiptoes through the most
politically sensitive subject of the cen-
tury, managing a haunting comic sense in
his Holocaust story that has little dra-
matic precedent.

Alternately acerbic and humanistic, the
comedy is always respectful. The protago-
nist is the epitome of pluck, a spin doctor
extraordinaire who champions humor as
mankind�s ultimate tool of denial.

But you don�t necessarily laugh as
Guido protects his son from the horrors
of internment. Rather, you stare in awe,
as Guido continually convinces Giosue
that nothing is as it appears.

It�s all a game, father assures son. The
German concentration camp guards are
just feigning to be the bad guys. The

grand prize Giosue is promised for all
this forbearance? Nothing less than a real
tank.

Benigni�s work points up the insanity
of racial genocide, taking its own unique
tack to make an impact as poignant as
Schindler�s List. He does it by making
the concept of a Holocaust completely
unthinkable, totally insulting to our sense
of civilization.

In an instance of doubt, the little boy
despairs � he overhears one man in the
camp say that they are turning the Jews
into buttons and soap.

�Buttons and soap?� Guido laughs,
pointing to bunkmate Bartolomeo (Pietro
De Silva) and chiding Giosue, �You mean
we�ll soon work up a good lather with
Bartolomeo? How preposterous.�

Giosue issues a tentative smile.
Verily. How preposterous.

*  *  *  *  *
Life Is Beautiful, directed by Roberto

Benigni, is a Miramax Films release
starring Nicoletta Braschi, Roberto
Benigni, and Giorgio Cantarini. Run-
ning time: 122 minutes.

Noreen Lund Thanks Election Team;
Offers Congratulations to Winners

Congratulations to the winners! On
November 3 the voters of Westfield made
their choices known for Mayor and
Westfield Town Council. I trust these
elected officials will work as team play-

ers with only one goal at hand � to do
what is best for Westfield!

I further urge them to remember
Westfield�s character and integrity and
to re-obtain it as a premier community
for future generations.

While I was not the winner in the
Third Ward Council race, I do consider
myself one. So many wonderful people
were behind me. Those new to me and
those who knew me from being a life-
long Westfielder. It was truly a positive
and fun-learning experience.

Thank you to my husband, Al, and our
children, Erik, Anthony and Alyssa, who
were a little short changed during the
campaign! My election team � Laura
Ciarrocca, Manager; Bettylou Yevich,
Treasurer; and Mark Boyd, Press/Pub-
licity; you are all super! I could not have
done it without any of you.

Thank you to all my Third Ward neigh-
bors who opened their doors to me, and
those who read my literature and press
releases to know my issues. It was won-
derful chatting and exchanging ideas. If
it wasn�t for your support, I would not
have had the respectable showing I
achieved, nor begun to build a record.

The heartfelt thank-you I wish to con-
vey are beyond words. I am grateful to
have had the opportunity to be a choice to
represent the Third Ward.

For those who are disappointed with
the outcome, now is the time to get
involved. Join an organization. Westfield
is only as good as we allow it to be.

Again, thanks to all for their support
and encouragement. You are truly spe-
cial. I will cherish this opportunity for-
ever.

Noreen Lund
Westfield

A Case of Déjà Vu? Why Voters
Should Reject �98 School Bond

By Robert H. Flath

More Letters
On Page 18

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Editor�s Note: The following column
is the first in a four-part series regarding
the referendum proposed by the Westfield
Board of Education. Mr. Flast is a former
member of the school board. In the com-
ing weeks, this newspaper will be pub-
lishing commentaries both in favor and
against the $11.7 million proposed bond
referendum which goes before voters on
Tuesday, December 15.

*  *  *  *  *
In 1994, then Superintendent, Dr.

Mark C. Smith, and the Board of Educa-
tion presented the town with an �all or
none� $7.6 million bond referendum. It
included $1.6 million for needed repairs
and maintenance, and $6 million for 22
new classrooms.

At the Superintendent�s urging, a
majority of the board rejected a proposal
to separate the bond into the improve-
ment and expansion pieces so that the
town could vote for each component sepa-
rately. In the end, a majority of the town
voted against the bond.

A year later, the board voted to sup-
port the Superintendent�s plan to build
12 new classrooms using the excessive
(by board and state policy standards)
unencumbered free balance or, in
layman�s terms, surplus operating bud-
get.

Unlike a smaller bond, that would
have required another campaign and
public vote, this expansion was approved
simply at the board table.

The board is once again presenting the
town with an �all or none� bond referen-
dum. This time it is for $11.7 million. It
includes $6 million for needed repairs,
maintenance and communications tech-
nology infrastructure, plus approximately
$5.5 million for additions and alterations,
of which $4.5 million is for new class-
rooms at Franklin and McKinley El-
ementary Schools.

In effect, we are being asked to fund
the building of the remaining classrooms
that the town rejected in 1994. To force
the town to support this questionable
building, the bond is being presented as
a single �all or none� package again, a
tactic that failed in 1994.

This would be acceptable, if one agreed
with the Superintendent�s projections of
overcrowding in our schools. While the
town has grown and the schools are more
crowded than in 1994, there are three
reasons for opposing the $4.5 million for
new elementary classrooms. This will be
explained here in more detail over the
next few weeks:

1) The new building portion of the
bond proposes a permanent solution to a
temporary problem.

2) The enrollment projections on which
the bond is based contradict respected
professional sources.

3) Based on the official class size
policy, there will be little or no need for
extra elementary classrooms.

Ideally, the Superintendent and board
should go back to the drawing board and
rethink the new classroom requirements
at all schools. While expensive, many

taxpayers and parents might vote for the
$6 million improvement and $0.8 mil-
lion alteration portions of the bond, and
against the $4.5 million for questionable
new classrooms � that is, if we were
given the choice.

However, given the �all or none� pack-
aging, the only way to communicate our
preference to the board is to vote down
the referendum and to send the Superin-
tendent and board back to the drawing
board to come up with alternative pro-
posals.

The Board and the Superintendent will
undoubtedly protest. They will say that
this is the best they can do, and that they
are acting as supported by the Citizens
Advisory Committee. They will predict
that dire consequences will occur in the
event of a defeat at the polls. They will
say that this can be prevented only if they
are permitted to follow through with
their ongoing management decisions.

The board is responsible to the state
(not to the taxpayers and parents of
Westfield) for seeing that the schools are
well run. The Administration is respon-
sible for running the schools. While the
board and Administration will listen to
public debate, in the end they will do
what they think is correct, regardless of
the strong sentiments expressed, pro and
con, at public meetings.

The only way to force them to consider
an alternate path is to reject the proposed
solution at the polls. If the combined
package is defeated at the polls, the
board and Administration must and will
find another solution.

Westfield should vote �no� in Decem-
ber, knowing full well that this is not a
one-shot, do-or-die proposition.

*  *  *  *  *
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mr. Flast is a

Principal with Computer Sciences Cor-
poration Consulting Group. He has over
30 years of information technology ex-
perience.

In addition, he founded a direct mail
software, publishing and services com-
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the Technology Advisory Committee for
the Westfield Board of Education and as
a member of the board.

Mr. Flast specializes in the areas of
technology enabled business innovation
and strategy.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Psychology and Mathematics from
City College, City University of New
York (CUNY) in 1970. He also took
graduate courses at New York Univer-
sity and at Baruch College, CUNY, and
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Development at Harvard Business
School.

He additionally taught in the master�s
program at the New School, New York
City.

Professionally, Mr. Flast is the Found-
ing Director and officer of the Human
Resources Planning Society. He has
authored and co-authored six books on
personal computing topics.


