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Auto Inspection Station to Stay Open;
Retrofit for Tougher Pollution Tests

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The state Motor Vehicle Inspec-
tion Station in Westfield on South
Avenue will remain open under pri-
vate management after the state re-
linquished operation of its 35 facili-
ties, including the Westfield loca-

tion, to a California company, Par-
sons Infrastructure and Technology
Group earlier this month.

Over a year ago, the Westfield sta-
tion was one of at least 10 stations in
the state threatened with closure as
state officials attempted to create a
leaner and meaner inspection system

in an effort to meet Federal clean air
standards after nearly a decade of
non-compliance. The Westfield sta-
tion is over 40 years old.

It is unclear exactly how many
stations were closed by the state prior
to the private takeover by Parson�s
and whether or how many existing
facilities will be closed.

According to a spokeswoman for
the Pasadena-based Parsons, 33 in-
spection stations throughout the state
will be retrofitted with high-tech
emissions testing equipment, and two
entirely new stations will be built in
Toms River and Freehold.

Upgrades on inspection stations

will not begin until later this year,
according to Director of the state
Division of Motor Vehicles, Richard
Kamin. At the Westfield station, the
second lane will be enclosed and rain
gutters added. A new piece of equip-
ment for more stringent air pollution
tests on autos will be added to the
station.

Former Mayor Bud C. Boothe, Jr.,
said he doggedly pursued getting the
Westfield station on the A-list with
the state for renovations in order to
keep it open. He said the local station
�has been the only facility available
for the thousands of motorists in this

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader

INSPECTION SITE UPGRADE...The Westfield site of the state Division of
Motor Vehicles inspection station on South Avenue, pictured here, will be up for
renovations and open earlier in the morning, later in the evening and Saturday
mornings for customers, since Parsons Infrastructure and Technology Group
assumed operations of the facility November 9 from the state.

Hems R Us Owner Forced
To Change Store Name
By Toys R Us Law Firm

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

What is in a name? For Jane
Ormsby Zito the name of her seam-
stress shop, Hems R Us, at 501 South
Avenue in Westfield, is so significant
that Darby & Darby Professional
Corporation, a New York law firm
which represents Toys R Us, is forc-
ing her to change the store name.

Ms. Zito is a senior citizen who
has owned Hems R Us for approxi-
mately 1½ years. The shop, which
specializes in alterations and tailor-
ing, is located behind Pan Am Clean-
ers.

Seated in front of a cardboard,
makeshift sign in black marker which
read, �We are changing our name to
Hems 4 U at the request of Toys R
Us,� Ms. Zito stated, �I�m not in-
fringing on anything they are do-
ing.�

�These big companies are squash-
ing the little guys,� she stressed.
�I�m not a threat to these businesses.

I feel like I�m fighting Bill Gates
here.�

Ms. Zito received a letter from
Darby & Darby, a firm which �repre-
sents Toys R Us and its affiliated
companies in intellectual property
matters� dated November 17. How-
ever, the second page of the warning
letter was dated November 11.

Ms. Zito was told that within 10
days of receipt of the letter, she must
surrender all business cards, station-
ary and letterhead which display the
name �Hems R Us.� She must also
remove her store�s listing from local
telephone books and change her
store�s sign.

She stressed that 10 days would
not be adequate time for her to hire a
sign painter to change the store name.

Exactly three weeks from the re-
ceipt of the letter, Ms. Zito must
forward formal confirmation and evi-
dence of the store�s change of title.
This may include a copy of a letter to

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

HEADING FOR THE MEADOWLANDS�Tom Langton, No. 77, rejoices after
the Blue Devils defeated Parsippany Hills, 44-13, on November 21. Westfield will
play for the Section 2, Group 3 title on Saturday, December 5, at 10:30 a.m. in
Giants Stadium. See story on page 13.

Wyckoff�s Lot to Be Used
For Citgo Permit Holders

The Town Council�s Transporta-
tion, Parking and Traffic Committee
has announced a series of actions to
make shopper parking more �user
friendly� in downtown Westfield
during the holiday season.

Among the improvements are an
increased number of spaces dedi-
cated to shopper parking, a �courtesy
ticket� program under which warn-
ings, rather than summonses will be
issued on a one-time basis to vehicles
parked overtime, and an increased
enforcement effort to ensure shopper
spaces are not filled by meter-feeding
long-term users.

An additional 22 spaces will be
available to shoppers in the Elm Street
municipal lot, referred to as the Citgo
lot, located between Taylor Hard-
ware and Trader Joe�s. These spaces
are currently used as permit spaces
for downtown employees.

In addition to the 66 remaining

permit spaces in that lot, permit
holders will be able to park in the
other municipal permit lots at North
and Central or the South Avenue
railroad lot. Additionally, the town
has arranged with the owner of the
vacant Wyckoff�s restaurant build-
ing, ADCO Electrical Corp. of Staten
Island, to use the 14 spaces in that
parking lot for municipal permit
holders.

The Council was expected to act
last night to temporarily use the
Wyckoff�s lot for permit holders.

�It has been the goal of every
group with an interest in our down-
town parking situation � the town
council, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce � to make
positive change in time for the shop-
ping season in December� commit-
tee chairman and third ward coun-
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Austin B. Sayre Honored by Westfield Rotarians
With Charles Bailey Humanitarian of Year Award

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

If you want happiness for a year,
inherit a fortune. If you want happi-
ness for a lifetime, help someone
else, according to the proverb.

This year�s Rotary Club of
Westfield Humanitarian Austin B.
Sayre was honored last Thursday at
Echo Lake Country Club and Mr.
Sayre confirmed the wisdom in the
proverb, saying, �Volunteerism is its
own reward.�

Mr. Sayre, a resident of Westfield
for over 40 years, is the 12th recipi-
ent of the Charles P. Bailey Humani-
tarian Award. The late Mr. Bailey,
for whom the award is named, was
Westfield�s Mayor in the early 1950s
and a Rotary Club President.

The honored Mr. Sayre, who is a
Yale University and Harvard Busi-
ness School graduate, said simply
�I�m humbled.� The recognition for
his 20 or more years of community
service, he said, �made me feel the
importance of the work and the re-

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader

HUMANITARIANS HONORED...Westfield resident Austin B. Sayre, pictured
back row far right, was named the 12th Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian of the
year by the Rotary Club of Westfield last week. Pictured with Mr. Sayre are
Humanitarians from previous years. Front row, left to right, are: Lee M. Hale,
H. Emerson Thomas, Ernest S. Winter and William T. Meglaughlin; back row,
Arthur C. Fried, William D. Peek and Alice Dillon.

sponsibility that goes along with the
award. I�m really very honored to be
singled out.�

New Jersey Governor Christine
Todd Whitman said in a written state-
ment about Mr. Sayre, �He embodies
the dedication and spirit that are the
heart of the Rotarian.�

State Assemblymen Richard H.
Bagger and Alan M. Augustine pre-
sented a resolution from the New
Jersey Legislature to Mr. Sayre, rec-
ognizing his volunteer efforts.

Over the years, Mr. Sayre, served
the Westfield community as Presi-
dent and Board Trustee of the United
Fund of Westfield, Board Vice Presi-
dent of the Wesfield �Y� and Board
President of Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service. At the same time, he
was President and Vice President of
American Abrasive Metals Company
and American Safety Technologies
in Irvington, until retiring in 1991.

One of Mr. Sayre�s daughters at-
tending the recent Rotary event, Lee
DeRosa, said her father�s humani-
tarian naming �brings back so many
memories of my childhood � and
the morals, values and sense of com-
munity� that her father showed her
through his volunteerism.

�I remember so many times, see-
ing him sitting in a chair with the
United Fund folder,� she said.

Mr. Sayre and his wife, Betty, have
four children. One son, known as
Bart, spoke of his father at the award
ceremony.

�He showed us how to do the right
thing,� the younger Mr. Sayre said
about his father. �He�ll go the extra

Superintendent Stresses Immediacy
Of Funding Bond Due to Mandates

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Superintendent of Westfield Pub-
lic Schools Dr. William J. Foley has
stressed the importance of passing
the upcoming school bond due to the
non-existence of surplus funds to fund
the bond projects if the bond is not
approved.

Dr. Foley reported, �What the com-
munity needs to understand is that
long-term debt is the most cost-effec-
tive and only way� to deal with the
issues of technology, construction of
new classrooms at the elementary
school level, and the upgrading of
existing schools.

He explained that the state has

imposed several mandates on
Westfield schools which will strain
the purse strings of Westfield�s school
budget.

Foreign language teachers will
need to be hired for a new state-
mandated foreign language program
in the elementary schools, he re-
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Over 1,000 Persons Turn Out for Grand Opening
Of Town Bank in Former Plaster Palace Building

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GRAND OPENING...Elected state officials join with officials of the Town Bank of Westfield during a ribbon-cutting
ceremony held last Friday morning. Pictured, left to right, are: Ron Frigerio, Chairman of Bank�s Board of Directors;
cutting the ribbon, Linda Maggio, Executive Director of United Fund of Westfield, and State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco; Assemblymen Alan M. Augustine and Richard H. Bagger; second row, Town Bank Chief Executive Officer
Frank Goffreda; Richard Frigerio and Norman Sevell, Board members; and back row, Germaine Trabert and Anthony
DeChellis, Board members.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Bucking a national trend the past
few years in the banking industry,
The Town Bank of Westfield, which
held its grand opening last Friday,
promises to be a service oriented
financial institution.

Officially opening October 5, the
bank is the first locally-owned, inde-
pendent commercial bank to open in
town in over 70 years.

The Town Bank will serve small to
mid-size businesses and residents in
Westfield and its primary market area
of Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Clark,
Garwood, Cranford, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, and Springfield.

With more and more banks merg-
ing with large institutions, Town
Bank officials believe Westfielders
want to see a return to local banks
where the staff actually know their
customers.

�You really are a person here. You
are not a number,� explained Branch
Manager Bill Metz.

Frank Goffreda, the bank�s Chief
Executive Officer, said the bank ran
into a few construction delays along
the way causing the opening to be
pushed off until now. But all in all, he
admitted being �so excited� about

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Happy Thanksgiving
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SHARING THANKSGIVING...Students ages five to 11 years old in after school
programs at the Westfield Neighborhood Council and Westfield Community
Council share a holiday meal in the first annual Thanksgiving gathering Monday
at the WNC on Cacciola Place in Westfield. Pictured clockwise around the table
starting at the left front are: Fred Cooper, Eddie Simmons, Tyrell Simmons,
Derrick Dixon, Ryan Whitehead and Travis Morgan.

DOWN CELLAR
2X5

area.� Remaining Rahway and Newark
offices were not particularly convenient
and were usually very busy, Mr. Boothe
said.

Private inspection centers will not be
routinely re-licensed, according to the
state Division of Motor Vehicles, with-
out first qualifying under the tighter poli-
cies, but will require training and use of
new equipment.

The tougher standards testing will look
for three major emissions pollutants,
outlined under the Federal 1990 Clean
Air Act � nitrogen oxide, carbon monox-
ide and hydrocarbons. Evidently, these
vehicle waste products create New
Jersey�s ground level ozone, putting the
state over the top in poor air quality.
After nearly a decade, the state still lags
behind others in meeting Federal stan-
dards.

In April, Governor Christine Todd
Whitman blamed pollution from south-
ern states in �hampering our efforts to
clean our air.� With national weather
patterns, New Jersey apparently is down-
wind of southern states, that the governor
claims are in non-compliance with the
Clean Air Act as well.

Reportedly, emissions from the states
six million vehicles contributes to one-
third of New Jersey�s air pollution.

The privatized stations will be out-
fitted with a set of rails allowing car
engines to accelerate up to 15 m.p.h.,
to test for emissions. Called a dyna-
mometer, the cost of the machine �
an estimated $40,000 � is said to
have discouraged some private garages

from staying in the car inspection busi-
ness. An emissions analyzer device is
also part of the package, a spokesman
said.

At the Westfield inspection station,
former Manager Bob Bennett was re-
placed earlier this year by Tom Delehey,
who moved over from a Plainfield in-
spection office.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
said keeping the local station open was
certainly convenient for residents, how-
ever, �I�d like to see it cleaned up a little
bit more than that. That parking lot needs
some work.�

Cars queue up in a fenced, overgrown
lot behind the inspection station at the
corner of Grandview and Windsor Av-
enues while waiting for inspection.

If a car does not pass inspection under
the new standards, motorists may get
repairs at stations licensed by Parson�s
for either safety repairs or full service
repairs. There is a $250 ceiling on emis-
sions-related repairs to a car.

The use the state inspection stations,
run privately by Parsons, will still be free
of charge to motorists. Inspection okays
will be valid for two years. Registration
will still be good only for one year.

Officials said a poorly maintained ve-
hicle releases about 30 times more pollu-
tion into the environment, than a prop-
erly outfitted and tuned car engine.

Inspection stations will be open Fri-
day, November 27, for customers hoping
to beat the end of the month deadline. In
prior years, state facilities were closed
for the holiday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Auto Inspection Station
To Receive Upgrade
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Austin B. Sayre Honored
By Westfield Rotarians

Superintendent Stresses
Immediacy of Funding Bond

mile, but not necessarily for himself.�
The younger Mr. Sayre described the

sense of community and friendship that
he felt his father demonstrated to family
members. �He showed us that hard work
can result in good things.�

The dedicated Mr. Sayre also served
as Vice Chairman of the Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation and Vice President of
the Irvington Chamber of Commerce.

According to the Rotary�s humanitar-
ian award criteria, a Westfield recipient
will exemplify �outstanding dedication
and service to the community� and in-
deed, the Rotary motto is �Service above
Self.� Master of Ceremonies and Rotarian
Selection Committee member, Linda B.
Maggio, said integrity, honesty, compas-
sion and sincerity described the charac-
ter of the award recipients.

ported.
The school-to-work mandate which

would require students in as early as the
11th grade to spend one day per school
week in a business environment, will
require the employment of special super-
visors for the program, Dr. Foley noted.

The Superintendent also reported that
costs to educate students participating in
the school district�s special education
program are continuously climbing.

Dr. Foley explained that some of the
students are severely handicapped and
there is little or no choice about how
many students must be included in the
program.

Additional nurses must also be em-
ployed in order to provide prescription
medicine to students who require such
distribution. This will incur additional
costs to the budget, according to the
Superintendent.

Dr. Foley stressed, �The idea of �state
mandates, state pays� is a myth.�

Where does the funding for the bond
figure into all of these additional costs?

�That�s a different duck,� Dr. Foley
told the Leader.

He stressed that the district�s budget
has absolutely no room to accommodate
the improvements, construction, or com-
munications infrastructure necessitated
in the referendum.

�If the bond doesn�t work out, we need
to go back to the community to find out
why,� he stated.

In 1994, when the school board pro-
posed a referendum and it was rejected
by the community, additional classrooms
were constructed in 1996 from surplus
funds for Jefferson and Wilson Elemen-
tary Schools.

Dr. Foley stated that if the 1998 bond
was rejected, surplus funds to fulfill any
or all of the projects in the bond would be
impossible due to a change in state law in
1996.

Rich Vespucci, of the Public Commu-
nications Office of the New Jersey De-
partment of Education, provided an out-
line of the 1996 state law.

The law mandates, �If it is determined
that the undesignated general fund bal-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ances at December 31, 1996 or June 30 of
any school year exceed those permitted
(under subsection a. of this section), the
excess undesignated general fund bal-
ances shall be reserved and designated in
the subsequent year�s budget submitted
to the commissioner��

According to the report by the Citizen�s
Advisory Committee which gathered to
assess the needs of the schools with Dr.
Foley and Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman, �In 1995, the Board of Edu-
cation appropriated $2,205,000 in fund
balance to add six classrooms at Jefferson
and six at Wilson. Under the latest state
funding scheme this would not be per-
mitted.�

The report continued, �The budget cap
number is given to us by the state and we
may not exceed it without a cap waiver
from the Commissioner, unlikely for
Westfield, or a referendum by the vot-
ers.�

Mr. Berman reported, �Any surplus
we have left over (this year) must be as
tax relief for next year�s budget.�

If the Westfield community passes the
bond on Tuesday, December 15, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the monies would
fund a communications infrastructure or
wiring for schools; 40 percent would
fund the additional of elementary school
classrooms; and 50 percent would fund
capital improvements to upgrade exist-
ing schools.

Wyckoff�s Lot to Be Used
For Citgo Permit Holders

 the grand opening celebration.
�The delivery of your products and

services is peak of a professional organi-
zation,� he noted, emphasizing the im-
portance of the bank staff.

�In all honesty, people bank with the
people not the bank itself. That�s a tru-
ism in banking,� he stated.

Mr. Goffreda previously served as a
bank officer with Central Jersey Bank in
Westfield which later became NatWest
and more recently, Fleet Bank. He left
the bank as its Regional Vice President
and Business Manager for Union County
in 1996.

The bank�s opening was a popular
event in town with over 1,000 persons
turning for the grand opening last Satur-
day.

�We were just overwhelmed,� said
Mr. Goffreda on the response received as
a result of the bank�s opening day promo-
tions. These included mugs filled with
�Westfield Dollars,� which could be
turned into real cash at over 50 partici-
pating merchants in the Westfield area.

In additional to special rates for new
certificates of deposits through Decem-
ber 4, the bank also held a drawing
whereby participants filling out entry
forms had an opportunity to win the
grand prize of $500 Westfield Dollars.
Seven additional prizes ranging from
$100 to $250 dollars were also awarded.
Other prizes were also awarded to new
account holders.

cilman Neil Sullivan said.
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, a member

of the Transportation, Parking and Traf-
fic Committee which recommended the
changes to the Council said, �We recog-
nize that this is but one step towards
improving parking in downtown
Westfield. But, until longer-term solu-
tions can be put into place, it is clearly a
step in the right direction, and it shows
the Council�s commitment to action.�

In addition to the additional spaces,
the committee expects to increase the
turnover of short-term shopper spaces
by increasing enforcement of the
town�s anti-meter feeding laws. In
addition to the normal parking viola-
tions staff and police, increased en-
forcement will be provided by addi-
tional temporary staff, including off
duty police officers.

The parking enforcement staff will be
permitted to issue the new �courtesy
parking ticket� to vehicles that are
parked at a meter for longer than the
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permitted time.
�As a council, we feel that this is a

positive first step in improving parking
in the downtown area. It is important that
shoppers not only have a place to park,
but also will not be penalized for spend-
ing extra time in a store,� said First Ward
Councilman Gregory S. McDermott, an-
other member of the committee.

The parking program has been ap-
plauded by the local business commu-
nity.

�The Chamber of Commerce supports
the courtesy ticket program and the im-
mediate parking improvements planned
by the Mayor and Council. These efforts
will encourage holiday shoppers to come
to our downtown Westfield and experi-
ence the hometown feeling and the ex-
ceptional customer service offered by
our merchants,� said Debbie Schmidt,
Chamber Executive Director.

Under the courtesy ticket program,
overtime parking violators will receive a
one-time warning notice as a courtesy
during the period between Thanksgiving
and Christmas, rather than a parking
ticket.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein, also a member of the
committee, noted that the committee held
three public meetings earlier this year
dedicated solely to the discussion of park-
ing, and council members have received
letters and phone calls on the topic.

�The stakeholders in our Downtown
have told us that meter feeding is the
biggest problem that can be corrected in
the short term,� she said.

�With greater enforcement, it is prob-
able that shoppers who inadvertently over-
time park would be ticketed absent the
courtesy parking plan.� Mrs. Weinstein
said. �I think the increased enforcement
and the courtesy parking ticket will be an
effective combination. We will reduce
meter feeding, but not at the cost of having
dissatisfied customers.�

�The Chamber supports the courtesy
ticket program and the immediate park-
ing improvements planned by the Mayor
and Council. These efforts will encour-
age holiday shoppers to come to our
downtown Westfield and experience the
hometown feeling and the exceptional
customer service offered by our mer-
chants,� said Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Debbie Schmidt.

The concept of forming a local bank in
town was developed during informal
meetings between Mr. Goffreda; Ron
Frigerio, who serves as the Chairman of
the bank�s 14-Member Board of Direc-
tors, and Anthony DeChillis, the CEO of
Westfield Plumbing and Heating Supply
Company Inc.

Mr. Frigerio said it was �a real chal-
lenge� to form the bank. He called the
local bank a �win-win� for the Westfield
community.

He said the bank�s forte will be local
control along with a quick response to
loans and mortgages, etc.

�At least you�ll know you won�t be
hanging in the wind a month,� he said, a
reference to local banks gone national
where decisions are made at a corporate
or regional headquarters.

Germaine Trabert, a member of the
Board of Directors, emphasized that the
Town Bank �will actually be for the
community.�

In this regard, she said the money that
being spent through the bank will stay in
the town.

�We are going to be involved heavily
with the Downtown Westfield Commit-
tee,� adding the institution will be co-
sponsoring the �Welcome Home to
Westfield� promotion that begins this
weekend and continues through the De-
cember holiday season.

�We just hope to generally be a posi-
tive force here,� she added.

The bank�s staff has over 200 years of
combined experience in the banking pro-
fession.

Among them is Mae Goldweitz, Vice
President of Business and Development.
A former 40-year employee with the Na-
tional Bank of Westfield which later
became Central Jersey, NatWest and cur-
rently, Fleet Bank, she came out of retire-
ment to join the Town Bank.

�I stayed in the one building at Broad
and Elm all the years,� she explained.

She said she wanted to return to the
days when local banks provided a service
to their customers.

Noting that the bank has been insured
by the F.D.I.C. (Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation) and approved by the
state Department of Banking, Mr.
Goffreda said he still calls from people
who want to invest in the bank.

The bank has ended its first offering, a
phase that exceeded the $5 million capi-
tal requirement as required by the New
Jersey Department of Banking. The
bank�s 313 shareholders helped raise
$6.25 million in capital.

Mr. Goffreda said 65 percent of the
shareholders live or work in Westfield
and Mountainside.

�Its truely a local involvement,� he
said.

Upon gaining FDIC approval in
March, Mr. Frigerio noted that the bank�s
analysis has shown that big bank merg-
ers pay high premiums to shareholders,
monies which can only be recouped
through layoffs, reduction in services
and higher charges for those services
that remain.

He said the Town Bank will serve
those persons �neglected� in bank merg-
ers.

In an effort to serve Westfielders, par-
ticularly commuters and local merchants,
the bank is open at 7:30 a.m. until 6 p.m.
at the drive-up with the lobby open from
8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

In an effort to generate new accounts
as well as give back to the community,
the bank offered the first 25 customers
each day since November 21 mugs con-
taining �Westfield Dollars,� which they
could use as real cash at 52 participating
Westfield merchants.

The bank is located in the former home
of Plaster Palace building on South Circle
at the traffic circle.

�Our whole purpose here was to main-
tain its demeanor; keeping its classic
design,� said Mr. Goffreda.

He noted that the bank organizers
wanted to build a traditional, conserva-
tive looking bank.

�This is what we felt Westfield ex-
pected,� explained Mr. Goffreda.
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Town Bank Grand Opening
Attracts Over 1,000 People

Rotary, worldwide, is made up of 1.2
million business and professional mem-
bers. The group requires weekly atten-
dance of its members at meetings.

Current Rotary Club President Stanley
A. Kaslusky, who is also Director of the
Westfield �Y,� said the humanitarian
award ceremony reminded him of the
story, The Wizard of Oz when the wizard
gives credentials to the lion, the tin man
and the scarecrow.

�You�ve always been a true humani-
tarian,� Mr. Kaslusky told Mr. Sayre,
�all you need is a medal.�

Rotary members pledge to keep a keen
sense of service alive through the follow-
ing creed, according to Mrs. Maggio.

�A true humanitarian is one whose
conduct proceeds from good will and an
acute sense of propriety, whose self con-
trol is equal to all emergencies, who does
not make the poor man conscious of his
poverty, the obscure man of his obscu-
rity, nor any man of his inferiorities or
deformities, who speaks with frankness
but always with sincerity and sympathy,
whose deed follows his word, who thinks
of the rights and feelings of others, other
than his own and who appears well in any
company. One with whom honor is sa-
cred and virtue is safe.�

Family member Ray DeRosa, owner
of the local J&M Markets and who is
married to Mr. Sayre�s daughter, Lee,
called Mr. Sayre simply, �a great man.�

Over the past 12 years, recipients of
the Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian
Award, beginning in 1987, were: Robert
L. Rooke; H. Emerson Thomas; William
T. Meglaughlin; Robert H. Mulreaney,
Frank A. Ketcham; Ernest S. Winter and
Nancy Reynolds, jointly; William D.
Peek; Robert and Alice Dillon, jointly;
Arthur C. Fried; Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff;
Lee M. Hale, and this year�s, Austin B.
Sayre.

Hems R Us Owner Forced
To Change Store Name

the telephone company to delete her
store�s name from its listing, advertising
copies, or a photo of the new sign with its
new name, Hems 4 U.

The store owner reported, �I just fin-
ished paying for $400 worth of pens�
with the store name Hems R Us.

�To them, it�s not a big deal,� she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The letter continued, �Our client owns
rights to the family of �R� Us marks�
including Books R Us, Computers R Us,
Games R Us, Shoes R Us and Bikes R
Us.

According to the letter, the law firm�s
client also owns rights to �a host of
other marks all of which use the com-
mon suffix �R� Us, whose first use dates
back to the early 1950s.

Darby & Darby also warned that the
Hems R Us title �also constitutes a
dilution of our client�s goodwill under
the Federal Trademark Dilution Act.�

The letter cautioned Ms. Zito, �Your
use of this term is an infringement of
our clients rights under Federal and
State laws. The fact that the prefix of
your mark may be different from my
client�s marks or that you may be a
different business has been ignored by
the Courts.�

�In fact, there have been numerous
litigations involving our client�s rights
to the R Us marks and our client has
prevailed in every such litigation,� the
letter stated.

The letter concluded that their client
would have no objection to a name
change including �&U, NU, PLUS U, or
4U.�

Ms. Zito stated that her customers
think this legal action against her store�s
name is �ridiculous� and �unfair.� She
added that she would not be fond of
patronizing any of the Toys R Us or
affiliated stores since this legal action.

She said she feels that larger compa-
nies such as Toys R Us �lose sight of the
smaller companies and want to make
mincemeat� of defenseless smaller scale
businesses.

Ms. Zito reported, �This (her busi-
ness) is something I love doing and I
don�t understand why they are doing
this at all. I don�t have $50,000 to fight
them.�

Karen L. Staff of Darby & Darby,
who authored Ms. Zito�s letter, refused
to offer formal comment on the issue.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
• Jeffrey Standfield, 28, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with assault
and obstruction after he reportedly struck
a police officer who attempted to stop
him, according to law enforcement offi-
cials. The suspect had been spotted look-
ing into windows on South Avenue.

Authorities said that after allegedly
punching the officer, the suspect at-
tempted to flee through nearby back-
yards and was apprehended a short time
later with the help of Scotch Plains po-
lice. Standfield was issued a summons
and released.

• Desmond R. Leung, 30, of East
Orange was arrested on First Street and
charged with driving with a suspended
license, as well as operating a vehicle
without insurance and displaying ficti-
tious license plates, according to police.
He was released after posting $775 bail.

• Christopher Sean Steibing, 18, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of a weapon, described
by police as a samurai sword, which he
allegedly had with him in a parked car at
the Westfield Memorial Pool. Steibing
was issued a summons and released.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• A Westfield man reported that he

was assaulted by three other males in the
300 block of Livingston Street. No com-
plaints have been filed and no arrests
have occurred as a result of the incident,
authorities said.

• Tools valued at $800 were reported
stolen from a garage in the 500 block of
South Avenue, West.

• A bicycle valued at approximately
$250 was reported stolen from the 200
block of Ross Place.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
• A Summit Court resident reported

that someone damaged his car while it
was parked in front of his residence.

• Three men were observed loading
18 Belgium blocks onto their vehicle
from a job site on Coleman Place, ac-
cording to police.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• Police received a report concerning

an incident of theft by deception, in which
several workmen from a chimney sweep
company allegedly took money and failed
to complete work on a Tice Place resi-
dence.

• A counterfeit bill was passed at a
company on North Avenue, authorities
confirmed.

• Police arrested four people at an
East Broad Street bank on charges of
theft by deception and criminal attempt,
according to police.

Arrested were George Melendez, 30,
of North Plainfield, Joyce Jones, 34, of
Paterson, Saber Shaarawy, 41, and
Abdul Onigabanjo, 46, both of
Plainfield.

Authorities, who were continuing their
investigation into the case this week,
believe the suspects deposited two stolen
checks equaling $20,000 into an out-of-
town account, and then made withdrawls
from other branches.

Police said Jones and Onigabanjo were
each being held on $2,500 bail, while
Shaarawy was being held on $5,000 bail.
Melendez was released on his own re-
cognizance.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• A tabletop Christmas tree was re-

ported stolen from the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory on Rahway Av-
enue.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• A bicycle was reported stolen from

Frances Terrace.
• Grace Simoes, 54, of Manahawkin

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing approximately $428 in clothing from
a North Avenue department store, au-
thorities said. She was released on $275
bail.

• Kevin Baugh, 19, of Staten Island
was arrested and charged with being an
unlicensed driver on South Avenue near
Central Avenue, according to police.
Baugh was released after posting $215
bail.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader

NAME CHANGE�Jane Ormsby Zito, owner of Hems R Us at 501 South Avenue
in Westfield, must change the name of her alterations and tailor shop because
it allegedly infringes upon the Toys R Us name. She was issued a letter from
Darby & Darby Professional Corporation, a New York law firm which repre-
sents Toys R Us, on November 17 stating that she must change her store�s name
within 10 days of the letter�s date. Ms. Zito stated that she does not have $50,000
to fight the name change. The store will now be known as Hems 4 U.
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