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Campaign Forum �98

AN EXAMPLE OF GRANT FUNDS...Scotch Plains Republican candidates for
Township Council, incumbent Councilman Robert Johnston, Paulette Coronado
and Gail Iammatteo stand outside the township�s senior citizen complex which
they say is a direct result of the township securing over $1 million in grant funds.

SCOTCH PLAINS -Scotch Plains
leads Union County in securing fed-
eral, state and county government
grants which are used to implement
programs which improve the
community�s roadways, buildings and
park systems, according to Republi-
can candidates seeking election to the
Township Council.

This year Scotch Plains received
$1,009,000 in total dollars from grants
applications.

�These efforts are realized through
the Republican municipal government
of Scotch Plains in an effort to maxi-
mize dollars and save taxpayers
money,� said incumbent Republican
Councilman Robert Johnston, who is
running for re-election this November.

�Republican leaders took a strong
lead in researching and applying for
several grants which vary in nature
and according to need,� said Republi-
can Mayor Joan Papen, a long-time
advocate of grant funded programs
who is co-chairman the GOP Cam-
paign along with Councilman Will-
iam McClintock.

Scotch Plains is one of the few towns
of its size to be awarded this many
grants, according to Mayor Papen.

�Our goal is to maintain a strong,
unified government which makes tax-
payer dollars work for the taxpayer,�
said Ms. Coronato, one of Council-
man Johnston�s runningmates.

�This is evident in the many im-
provements our town government has
made over the last several years and as
council members, we will continue to
meet those expectations as we face

new challenges,� stressed Gail
Iammatteo, the third member of the
Republican ticket.

Township employees are credited
with much of the work in acquiring
many grants, according to Mayor Papen.

�We worked through a thought pro-
cess which assessed the areas which
needed the most work and the types of
grants that would be most applicable.
This required a great deal of research,
for without the time and dedication of
our municipal employees, most of our
efforts couldn�t be realized,� said
Mayor Papen.

The council�s Community Develop-
ment Committee of Parks and Recre-
ation was awarded $100,000 toward
the purchase of the former Scotch
Plains Terry Lou Zoo property on Terrill
Road. They also received $25,000 for
American With Disabilities Act im-
provements at Green Forest Park. Both
are part of the Union County �Pocket
Park� matching grant program.

Additional grants include:
• $200,000 (State) Improvements

to the downtown East Second Street
parking lot.

• $159,000 (Federal Department of
Justice) Police Department computer
system that includes lap top comput-
ers for all police cars. This allows
immediate report writing by the of-
ficer so he/she can spend more time on
patrol, less time on paperwork.

• $200,000 (Department of Trans-
portation) for Glennside Avenue road-
way curbing and drainage improve-
ments.

• $55,000 Hetfield Avenue railroad
bridge improvements as part of a joint
effort with Fanwood and NJ Transit.

These are a sampling of grants
awarded to the township for 1998. A
full list of grants is available at the town
municipal building located on Park
Avenue in downtown Scotch Plains.

Township Republicans Cite
Importance of Securing Grants
To Minimize Local Tax Hikes

Mr. Greco Seeks Referendum
To Allow Voters to Decide

Parking Deck Issue in Town
WESTFIELD - Since 1948, park-

ing in downtown Westfield has been
a controversial issue. At least six
studies have occurred since 1987
defying our downtown parking prob-
lems, according to Westfield inde-
pendent Mayoral contender Norman
N. Greco.

�These studies recommended the
construction of a parking deck. Cus-
tomer attitude surveys conducted
through the summer of 1994 reflected
60 percent of the respondents were
dissatisfied with the downtown park-
ing situation and 76 percent had

difficulty finding parking.
�Our parking frustrations will only

grow in the years to come if we do not
address this issue today. There is a
delicate balance between preserving
the �colonial-feel� of Westfield and
perpetuating a successful downtown
community,� Mr. Greco stated.

�Home valuations are directly re-
lated to the success of our downtown
business district.

�Past surveys have shown us that
as high as 38 percent of respondents
indicate that the parking problem is
a detriment to shopping. The park-
ing situation is not only frustrating,
but adds to our congested, and traffic
laden streets. Traffic safety issues
are also heightened as a result.

�A multi-faceted approach is nec-
essary to solving these problems.
Whichever decision is made regard-
ing the parking deck and other re-
lated issues, will have a lasting im-

pact on Westfield,� the candidate
continued.

�I am proposing a town referen-
dum for the construction of a three
level, colonial-style parking deck
allowing the residents to make this
all important decision. Our parking
deck should be constructed on Park-
ing Lot No. 9 at the corner of North
and Central Avenues. I have chosen
this location because of its accessi-
bility to town, its non-impact to home
owners, and the fact that the town
currently owns this property.

�A local construction firm has in-
dicated that it is prepared to fund
construction, operate and manage
this parking facility on behalf of the
town. The final choice of the con-
struction company will be made on
an open bid basis.

�If elected, all decisions will be
made based on a business-like ap-
proach with no political or personal
ties involved. Westfield and its resi-
dents should always be the ultimate
winners.

�The Town of Westfield will not
only benefit from the additional park-
ing spaces, but will share in the
profitability of this facility. I believe
they call this a �win-win� situation.
This crucial issue should be resolved
by the residents of the town. We
cannot continue to talk about the
same topics year in and year out. A
referendum will solve this issue, once
and for all,� Mr. Greco stated.

�I recommend the creation of a
Parking Authority reporting directly
to the Mayor,� the candidate added.

The Parking Authority would have
full responsibility for establishing
policy and implementing all parking
functions. The Parking Committee
will consist of the Town Administra-
tor, Town Engineer, Chief of Police,
Chairman of the special improve-
ment district Board of Directors, a
member of the Town Council, and
two Westfield residents.

�Centralizing our parking issues
will allow us to better focus on our
problems and more efficiently imple-
ment solutions. This is a prime ex-
ample of a business-like, common
sense approach to town government
that typifies the streamlining of town
services,� Mr. Greco concluded.

Norman N. Greco

GOP Freeholder Candidates
Say County Should Consider

Selling Runnells Spec. Hospital
Juan Fernandez, Andrew

MacDonald and George Gore, Re-
publican candidates for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, have called for immediate action
to stop what they say is the �hemor-
rhaging of county tax dollars� at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights.

The candidates said the county
should strongly consider its options
including that of selling the facility.

�Runnells Hospital in Berkeley
Heights has drained Union County
taxpayers of almost $100 million
dollars over the last 12 years,� stated
Mr. Fernandez.

Mr. Fernandez claimed that the
county-run hospital has had deficits
between $7 and $12 million a year.

Candidate Andrew MacDonald of
Fanwood blamed the deficits on mis-
management and a bloated payroll.

�Seven years ago,� former
Fanwood councilman said, �the defi-
cit at Runnells had reached $12 mil-
lion a year. When the Republicans
gained control of the Freeholder board
in 1993, they attempted to bring the
spending under control by privatiz-
ing the laundry and food services. By
1996, the deficit had been cut to $6.5
million dollars.�

Mr. MacDonald added that the
workers at Runnells are the highest
paid hospital employees in the state.

SEEKING OFFICE...Republican Freeholder Candidates, left to right, Juan
Fernandez, Andrew MacDonald and George Gore have called on a commission
to be formed to look at how to stop �hemorrahaging� of tax dollars at Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

Mr. Gore of Plainfield and a former
Chairman of the Union County Im-
provement Authority, stated that in-
stead of looking for ways to cut costs
at Runnells, �the 9-0 Democrat Free-
holder board is content to throw away
county tax dollars.�

�It�s time to take a long, hard look
at Runnells and find ways to elimi-
nate this outrageous deficit,� Mr. Gore
said. �The services provided by
Runnells are necessary, but we must
look for ways to cut costs, eliminate
waste and stop the tax drain on our
taxpayers.�

Mr. Fernandez said that the first
place to look is the managing of the
facility.

�In 1996,� Mr. Fernandez stated,
�the overtime at Runnells had reached
an intolerable high level. Manage-
ment claimed more nurses were
needed to cut down the overtime. The
board agreed to hire 23 more nurses.
The next year, the overtime figures
remain almost at the same intoler-
able high level. That is a sure sign
that nothing has been fixed.�

Mr. MacDonald stated that one
option that should be given serious
thought is the selling the hospital.

�Maybe the time has come for gov-
ernment to get out of running hospi-
tals,� Mr. MacDonald said. �By sell-
ing the hospital, Berkeley Heights
would gain much needed tax

ratables.�
Mr. Gore leans towards more priva-

tizing at the facility, but acknowl-
edges it may be time to cut county
losses by selling Runnells.

�Unless the county receives some
financial aid from either the state or
federal government, we may have to
sell the hospital outright,� Mr. Gore
said.

Mr. Fernandez said that the first
action the county should take is to
form a commission to look into the
operation at Runnells and make rec-
ommendations on how to stop the
�tax drain� on Union County taxpay-
ers.

�The deficits have to stop,� Mr.
Fernandez said. �We can�t keep
throwing tax dollars down a hole
without addressing the problem.�

Mr. Gore agreed, stating, �We can�t
dismiss the beneficial services pro-
vided at Runnells, but we must find a
way to deliver these services without
demanding county taxpayers to pay
for these outrageous deficits, year
after year.�

Mr. MacDonald stated that every
option must be examined.

�As long as the Democrats con-
tinue to run these huge deficits at
Runnells, the Union County taxpayer
will have to foot the bill,� Mr.
MacDonald said.

Mr. Fernandez stated that the

Democrat Freeholder board is ignor-
ing the deficits at Runnells for politi-
cal purposes.

�Dan Sullivan and the rest of the 9-
0 Democrat Freeholder board do not
consider the disastrous deficits at
Runnells a problem,� Mr. Fernandez
said.

�(Freeholder) Sullivan and the
board look at taxpayers as an endless
source of funding they can use to
fund their additional hiring and
awarding of contracts without regard
to fiscal accountability or quality of
service,� Mr. Fernandez charged.

He questioned the board�s priori-
ties, stating that, �This Freeholder
board takes time to consider and adopt
privatization of health care at the
county jail, but ignores the need for
quality health care at the Runnells
facility for our county residents,� he
said.

�Why are they more concerned
about the well being of inmates while
law-abiding citizens suffer through
the crisis at Runnells. Their priori-
ties are definitely not in order,� Mr.
Fernandez, the New Providence resi-
dent charged.

The three Republican candidates
are asking for a plan of action to
avoid �financial disaster� at Runnells
that will not only hurt taxpayers, but
those citizens who are in need of
quality health care.

Voters League Sets
�Candidates� Night�

The Union County Council,
League of Women Voters, will present
its Annual Candidates� Night to-
night, Thursday, October 15, at 7:30
p.m. in the Cranford Town Hall on
Springfield Avenue.

Candidates for Freeholder and
Sheriff in Union County have been
invited to participate in the program,
which is free and open to the public.

The council is comprised of League
units from towns throughout the
county. In addition to sponsoring the
annual forums, it also publishes a
candidate sheet each year with infor-
mation on those running for office.

Individual League units also
present candidate forums, as well as
programs on issues of public inter-
est.

For information on the league,
please call (609) 394-3303.


