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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

MERRITT SNAGS A 7-YARD TD PASS FROM DOERR

Bulldogs� F-G Block Hands
Westfield it�s First Loss, 12-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bulldog Damon Harrison burst
through the Blue Devil line and
blocked a game-tying field goal at-
tempt and allowed Malcolm X.
Shabazz High School to defeat West-
field, 12-9, at Untermann Field in
Newark on October 16. In addition,
drive killing penalties prevented the
Blue Devils from controlling the
game. The victory gave the Bull-
dogs the upper hand in the race for
the Watchung Conference National
Division title.

Shabazz received the opening kick-
off and began its first series of downs
at the 33. Quarterback Harrison rolled
right for nine yards, then fullback
Derek Foster plunged two yards for a
first down. Kenjuan Macklin caught
a pass from Harrison and was brought
down at the Blue Devil 43. Harrison
kept for seven yards, then Joe Slocum
snagged a pass at the 27. From there,
Foster cut left and sliced into the end
zone to give Shabazz a 6-0 lead with
8:38 left of the first quarter. The extra
point attempt failed.

Senior Blue Devil Lamont Turner
immediately put the Blue Devils in
great field position by receiving the
kickoff at the seven and returning it
to the Devil 48. Turner sliced off
guard for four yards, then Todd
Dowling blasted the Shabazz 39 for a
first down. After a two-yard gain
from Dowling, Turner slanted right
to the 23. Kevin McCormack cut off
tackle for three yards.

When all seemed to be working
properly, the Blue Devils self de-
structed. An illegal man downfield
moved the ball back five yards, then
a pass completion from Doerr to
McCormack at the 11 was nullified
due to an illegal block below the
waist. The 15-yard penalty, backed
the Blue Devils to the 40. The only
redeeming factor of the series was
that Turner�s punt went out of bounds
at the Bulldog four.

�We had a scoring opportunity on
the opening drive and blew it,� stated
Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina. �Shabazz is a good team
on defense and you can�t blow op-
portunities like that.�

The Blue Devil defense stopped
the Bulldogs and forced them to punt.
The punt went out of bounds at the
Devil 47. On first down, Turner raced
25 yards to the Bulldog 28. Tom Lee
burst to the 23, then plunged to the 20

as the first quarter ended. Misfortune
struck again when Doerr�s pass was
intercepted by Michael Bowe and
returned to the Bulldog 28.

Good fortune shifted to the Blue
Devils when Greg Jackson recovered a
fumble at the Bulldog 30. The Devil
offense sputtered and the Bulldogs took
over and began to move the ball, but the
good fortune remained with the Blue
Devils. Rob Albino recovered a Bull-
dog fumble at the Westfield 44.

Again the offense sputtered, but
Turner�s punt was downed at the
Bulldog one-yard line. Dowling and
Turner stuffed Foster�s run at the
three, then Devin Griffiths and Lee
sacked Harrison in the end zone for a
safety. With the score, 6-2, the Bull-

dogs had to kickoff to the Blue Devils
from their own 10, due to a personal
foul which occurred during the safety.

Blue Devil Maurice Boatwright
picked up the kickoff near the Devil
40 and returned it to the Bulldog 35.
On first down, Doerr found receiver
Jason Merritt over the middle where
he was brought down at the 15.

Next, Doerr passed complete to
Dowling at the seven, then on the next
play, he connected with Merritt in the
end zone with just :10 remaining in
the half. Doerr�s extra point attempt
was good and the Blue Devils carried
a 9-6 lead into the locker room.

Usually during halftime, most of
the fans get out of their seats and get

TEAM BREAKS RECORD; ELMUCCIO GETS ALL AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Soar;
Top Columbia, 106.1-101.25

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unity was the answer for the Blue
Devil gymnastics girls when they
hosted and defeated formidable Co-
lumbia High School from Maplewood,
106.1-101.25, in Westfield on Octo-
ber 12. The entire Blue Devil squad
was in full force and senior Julie
Elmuccio did her thing. Win!

�That broke the school record,�
exclaimed Blue Devil Head Coach
Ellen Kovac about the team score.
�The girls deserve a lot of credit for
training well and being prepared.�

Elmuccio aced the uneven bars
with a 9.3 score, the balance beam
with a 9.1 score and the all around

with an outstanding total of 36.3. In
addition, she placed second in the
vaulting with an 8.85 and second on
the floor exercises with a 9.05.

Elmuccio hit a high-lifting hand-
spring and stuck her dismount in the
vault. Her beam routine was very
impressive, and perhaps, deserved
an even better score. Beginning with
a side mount to a handstand, she then
did a series of poses while in the
handstand. Later, she performed sev-
eral elegant split leaps and turns,
then she dazzled the crowd with a
round-off to a perfect back flip and
finished with a front flip dismount.

�I hit my routine. I expected a little
higher score, but I�m happy with my
score,� answered Elmuccio when
asked about her opinion of her score
on the balance beam.

�Any time you can get more than a
9.0, it is a very good score,� stated
Kovac. �It�s possible that she could
have received a little higher score.�

Elmuccio demonstrated beautiful
giant swings which included a pir-
ouette and direction change. Also
she executed a fine overshoot trans-
fer to the lower bar, then later, she
had a fantastic arching layout flya-
way dismount.

�Julie�s best ever score came two
years ago when she totaled 37.6 and
last year she was injured and could
not compete,� stated Kovac. �Her
36.3 was very good and I am happy to
see that she is progressing so well.�

Laurie Hogan performed a power-
ful and impressive Tsukahara in a
tucked position and stuck the land-
ing in the vaulting which earned her
third place with an 8.7. Hogan had a
super routine on the unevens which
got her a score of 9.1 and a second
place in the event. She used a spring
board to mount the high bar, then
performed a superb overshoot trans-
fer to the lower bar. In addition, she

performed double giants and stuck
her layout flyaway dismount. Hogan
had a 7.9 on the balance beam and
scored an 8.05 in the floor exercises.

�I had her do just one vault because
her ankle continues to bother her,�
said Kovac. �And, it affects her on
the floor.�

Lauren Caravello scored an 8.5
and got plenty of lift on the vault with
a half-on, full twisting handspring
off maneuver. Her great uneven rou-
tine earned her a third place with a
9.0 and her balance beam routine
was awarded a second place with an
8.7. Caravello placed third in the all
around with a total of 34.8.

�It�s only the second time she has
performed in the all around and this is

FEELEY, PATERSON, LOOMIS LOOM HEAVY ON �D�

Raiders� Defense Prevails;
Humbles the Tigers, 14-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Dan Loomis and seniors
Jim Feeley and Scott Paterson plugged
up the center and Nathan Jones along
with Matt McCarthy prevented any
long Tiger runs as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
won its second game in a row by
defeating Linden, 14-6, in Scotch
Plains on October 17. Junior half-

back Nathan Jones was devastating
to the Tigers on offense as he rushed
for 135 yards and returned a kickoff
95 yards for the touchdown.

The Tigers to watch carefully were
seniors Chris Rayford, Edwin
Charlotin and Rashiem Starling and
the Raiders began to realize how
important it was when Charlotin re-

ceived the opening kickoff on the six-
yard line and quickly returned it to
the 38-yard line. Within a slash the
Tigers, using a strong inside running
game, were down to the Raiders� 35.
Moments later, the Tigers crept to the
16. From there, the Raider defense
got rugged. Feeley, Paterson and
Loomis crunched a fourth-and-one
attempt by the Tigers.

The Raiders� first offensive sput-
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Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising.

See us on the Web
http://westfieldnj.com/barrett&crain

Sports Deadline
*Special Notice*
Due to the fact that there will be

a large special election issue of our
paper, all sports articles must be
submitted by noon on Sunday, Oc-
tober 25, because the sports section
must be sent to the printer by noon
on October 26.CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

SALMOND HAMMERS A HAT TRICK

Blue Devil Girls Clock
Lady Minutemen, 8-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior halfback Kristen Salmond
scored the first goal of the game, then
went on to add two more as the
Westfield High School girls soccer
team stopped Elizabeth High School,
8-0, in Westfield on October 14. The
Blue Devils easily breezed to a 4-0
lead by halftime, then gave their re-
serves plenty of playing time in the
second half.

Salmond nailed the initial goal
only about four minutes into the game
to begin the scoring landslide. Mo-
ments later sophomore Gwyn
Lederman blasted a shot which
whizzed over the crossbar.

It was quite apparent that Blue
Devil goalie Michelle Meglaughlin
was going to have a restful afternoon

because her offense launched a inces-
sant bombardment upon the Lady
Minutemen�s goal. The Lady Min-
utemen fullbacks were unable to turn
the Blue Devil attackers toward the
sidelines. Attacking from the center,
senior Forward Suzanne Heinkel
ripped a shot which just went over
the cross bar.

Senior Jessica Lutkenhouse pen-
etrated the middle and tapped in the
second goal from about 11 yards out.
Within 35 seconds, Lederman barged
into the middle a punched in the Blue
Devils� third goal.

Later in the first half, forward Elisa
Cognetti and freshman halfback Jen-
nifer Hayes lodged the ball from the
goalie and Hayes bashed a shot which
just missed the far post. Seconds

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

tered. Franzone�s punt rolled to the
Tiger 38. Again, the Raider defense
displayed their stubbornness and the
Tigers punted. McCarthy received
the punt on the 25 and returned it to
the 34.

With a few small gains by Jones
and an off sides call against the Ti-
gers, the Raiders got a first down:

however, again the Raider offense
sputtered and Franzone�s punt went
out at the Tiger 15.

Both teams� defense prevailed in
the first quarter and appeared to hold
the upper hand in the second. Pater-
son stuffed Tiger quarterback Rayford
twice and later, the punt sailed to
McCarthy who moved the ball to the
Tiger 49.

The Raiders offered no offense and
neither did the Tigers when they
regained possession, thanks to a key
defensive play delivered by McCarthy
which put the Tigers in a fourth down
situation at their own 19.

The midfield turf war continued
until Raider Mike intercepted a Ti-
ger toss at the Linden 41 with 2:22
left in the half. On the very next play,
the Tigers recovered a Raider fumble
at the 42. A pass completion to Calixto
Guerra at the Raider 39 and a run by
Rayford to the 22 put the Tigers
within striking distance. Strike they
did! Rayford found Greg Parker in
the end zone with 1:01 left in the
half. The extra point attempt failed
and the Tigers led 6-0.

Now, the Raiders� special heroics
were to begin. Jones took the kickoff
at the five, shot up through the middle
to the 30, then squirted to the right
sideline where he escorted the foot-
ball into the end zone with :40 left on
the clock. Franzone�s extra point kick
was good and the Raiders carried a 7-
6 lead into the locker room.

�He (Jones) stayed in the wedge
until it began to break down, then he
cut to the sidelines to make the big
play,� stated Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli.

Jones received the kickoff to begin
the second half on the seven yard line
and returned it to the 33. After the
Raiders moved the ball to the 46,
Jones carried again, but this time the
ball was stripped and recovered by
Tiger Sean Garris at the 49.

Raider defense continued to con-
trol in the second half. Paterson made
a crushing tackle, then Feeley tossed
quarterback Rayford for a big loss.
More strong tackling by Loomis,
Feeley and McCarthy forced the Ti-
gers to punt. The kick rolled out at
the 14. Two plays later, the Tigers
recovered another Raider fumble at
the 24.

The Tigers moved the ball to within
the Raider five, then got penalized
five yards for delay of game. Linden
attempted to kick a field goal, but
Grabel came flying through the Ti-
ger line and blocked the kick. The
ball bounced toward midfield where
the Raiders got possession at the 35.

After both offenses continued to
sputter, the Raiders got another break
when Paterson blasted through and
recovered a fumble at the Tiger 28.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

FLEXIBILITY +�Blue Devil fresh-
man Jessica Caravello practices her
finale on the floor exercises.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
DOING GIANTS�Blue Devil Julie
Elmuccio practices her giant swings
on the uneven bars prior to the meet
with Columbia High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KICKING FOR THE GOAL�Blue Devil Jessica Lutkenhouse, No. 4, kicks the
ball toward the Elizabeth goal at Tamaques Park in Westfield on October 14.
Lutkenhouse scored two goals as the Blue Devils won 8-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO OUTRUN THE TIGER�Raider Nathan Jones, No. 22, receives
a punt and attempts to escape the paws of a Tiger. The Raiders defeated the
Linden High School Tigers, 14-6, in Scotch Plains on October 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BURSTING THROUGH TO THE OPEN?�Raider La�Marr McDaniel, No.
30, bursts through the Tiger line and sees an opening; unfortunately, a hand from
nowhere reached out and stripped the ball before McDaniel crossed the goal line.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING FOR A BIG OFFENSIVE PLAY�The Blue Devil offense prepares to run their next play. Center Rob
Albino, No. 53, sets up for the hike as quarterback Brandon Doerr looks over the Shabazz defensive setup. Shabazz pulled
out a 12-9 victory over the Blue Devils at Untermann Field in Newark on October16.


