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Mountainside BOE
Discusses Vandalism
At Beechwood School

By SHANNON T. WATERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation reviewed a report on vandal-
ism, as well as various educational
items, during its bi-monthly meeting
Tuesday evening at Deerfield School.

The half-hour public meeting,
which began about 9 p.m., followed
an hour-long Executive Committee
meeting. An executive session fol-
lowed the public meeting.

On October 12, the Beechwood
School, now operated by the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission as the Mountainside branch
of the West Lake School, reported
that damaging tire tracks were left by
vehicles driving across the turf grass
there.

Board members agreed that while
the Mountainside Police Department
has always been diligent about moni-
toring the school after hours, resi-
dents living nearby could also help to
limit criminal activity.

They suggested that neighbors of
the school on Woodacres Drive could
leave their outside lights on, be watch-
ful of after-hours activity, and report
anything suspicious to the police.

Board members noted that the
school is in a less visible location and
has less daily traffic than Deerfield
School, so supplemental monitoring
would be beneficial.

An educational addendum to the
board�s posted agenda was the Qual-
ity Assurance Annual Report. This is
a state requirement which outlines
last year�s and next year�s developed
school plans, professional develop-
ment, and program review.

Board members reviewed the re-
port, made recommendations and
approved it for delivery to the state.

Future presentations to the school
board include a Mathematics Cur-
riculum Presentation scheduled for
Tuesday, November 3. Vicki Jenkins,
Supervisor of Special Services/
LDTC, will present New Rules and
Regulations on Tuesday, November
17.

Parents and community members
are invited to attend these and all
board meetings.

The board also okayed placement
of a child in the Cranford Achieve-
ment Program for a 10-month school
year at a cost of $20,115. The school
year commenced September 8 and
will conclude on Wednesday June
23, 1999.

Under personnel action, the board
approved the appointment of Julie

Marie Rombola as a substitute teacher
for the 1998-1999 school year, as
well as the maternity/disability leave
of Mary Jo Nicholson effective Tues-
day, November 3.

On a separate matter, Dr. Gerard
A. Schaller, Chief School Adminis-
trator, updated the board on the
progress being made at Deerfield�s
backfield. Sod will be laid soon and
the water system will be repaired.

During an earlier meeting, the
Mountainside Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) met to approve its bud-
get for 1998-1999 and to discuss
Megan�s Law. This law requires sex
offenders to register with the police
in the town where they reside.

Registrants are assigned to three
tiers of risk levels, with Tier Three
considered to be high for risk of
recurrence.

Based on where the individual
lives, works or regularly frequents,
only residents likely to encounter the
registrant are entitled to receive no-
tification. Notice of Tier Two regis-
trants goes to police and community
organizations.

Registration forms are available at
the local police departments and the
Union County Prosecutor�s Office
for groups that would like to be con-
sidered for designation as a commu-
nity organization.

The PTA�s total anticipated expen-
ditures for the school year equal
$89,254. It expects to generate at
least $63,000 through fund-raising
events, including bake, cookie and
candy sales, a community dinner, a
fair, a fashion show and a pancake
breakfast.

Chamber of Commerce Plans
Dinner, Awards Ceremony

WESTFIELD � The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
its 50th Anniversary Dinner and Faith
In Westfield Awards Ceremony this
Monday, October 26, at 6 p.m. at The
Primavera, owned by the Ferraro fam-
ily, in Stirling.

Faith In Westfield Award recipients
include Business of the Year: Jesse
Sayegh, owner of the Rialto Theatre;
Merchant of the Year: Vicki Priscoe-
Spurr, co-owner of Backroom An-
tiques, and Employee of the Year: Mary
Cirillo of Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Former Westfield Mayor H.
Emerson Thomas will be the guest of
honor for the evening.

Mr. Sayegh purchased the Rialto
last year following a grass-roots effort
by a group of local citizens to save the
landmark cinema. He has since reno-
vated the 75-year-old building, which
Chamber Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt said has helped attract more
customers to the downtown area.

Ms. Priscoe-Spurr has long been an
active member of the Westfield busi-
ness community and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. She has been
involved in numerous volunteer ef-
forts with the organization, and has
served as Chairwoman of the Annual
Holiday Party and Summer Picnic for
many years.

Ms. Priscoe-Spurr sits on the Joint
Chamber/Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) Promotions and the
DWC Design Committees.

Ms. Cirillo has worked for three

Executive Directors during her 11 years
of employment with the Chamber. She
coordinates all chamber mailings,
keeps the member records updated,
and handles the monthly meetings.

She also serves as a customer ser-
vice contact for information about the
Westfield area for new members, resi-
dents, and businesses.

�The community is invited to be a
part of this gala celebration,� said Ms.
Schmidt. Reservations for the 50th
Anniversary Dinner may be made at
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce office, 111 Quimby Street, at
(908) 233-3021. Tickets are $50 per
person, and include wine and beer.

A VERY SPECIAL AWARD�The Westfield Historical Society recently recog-
nized Ralph H. Jones, left, a Past President and long-time member of the Society,
by electing him as a Life Trustee for his many years of outstanding service.
Donald F. Mokrauer, the current President, presented Mr. Jones with a framed
certificate, noting that he is the only non-founding member of the Westfield
Historical Society to be so honored.

Mountainside Dems
Question Boro Costs

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At Tuesday�s Mountainside Coun-
cil meeting, Democratic candidate
for council Steve Brociner, asked
Council President Keith Turner to
respond to his recent letter to the
editor that appeared in the Sunday,
October 18, edition of the Star Led-
ger newspaper.

In his letter, Mr. Brociner accuses
the Mayor and members of the coun-
cil of using the borough�s taxpayer
money in a wasteful manner by over-
spending at the annual League of
Municipalities convention in Atlan-
tic City.

The November convention is os-
tensibly a work session for local offi-
cials gathering updates on new state
legislation every year and provides
as well, an opportunity for local law-
makers to hobnob with their counter-
parts from around the state.

In the letter, Mr. Brociner also
makes a comparison between what
Mountainside officials spend on the
event and the amount the neighbor-
ing town of Berkeley Heights spends.
He states that Berkeley Heights paid
$440 last year for lodging.

He also states that the township
paid �the registration fee and mile-
age for 12 attendees.� In contrast,
Mr. Brociner states that Mountainside
paid for 14 double rooms at the Sands
Hotel and Casino costing $90 per
room, which would total $1,260. He
also states that the total bill for the
1995 convention cost the borough
$4,478.75.

In response, Mr. Turner told the
audience that when records were
checked with the Municipal Clerk of
Berkeley Heights, Melissa Palsy, the
total bill for the township�s atten-
dance was $1,751.72.

Councilman Turner also told the
audience that the number of attend-
ees from Berkeley Heights was sig-
nificantly smaller than that of
Mountainside and that Berkeley
Heights had seven representatives
and Mountainside had 17.

He also said that another part of
Mr. Brociner�s letter was incorrect in
that he stated �all councilmen at-
tended both conventions and indi-
vidual traveling expenses were paid
separately.� Mr. Turner said this was
not true.

He told the audience that not all
councilman attended the three-day
conference.

Mr. Turner told the audience that
he felt �the conference was very ben-
eficial to the borough in that it keeps
both the paid professional staff that
works for the borough as well as

elected officials current and up to
date on issues that are important to
all residents.�

After the meeting, officials told
The Westfield Leader that the bor-
ough does pay for all those who at-
tend. Those who attend any profes-
sional conference are entitled to be
reimbursed on registration, food and
lodging expenses. Officials said that
the borough will pay up to $50 per
day per person on food.

Gregory Bonin, Borough Admin-
istrator, commented that the annual
conferences were very valuable for
the professional staff in that it pro-
vided Continuing Educational Units,
which were essential to those in pro-
fessional paid positions to continue
their employment.

For example, Mr. Bonin said that
the Municipal Clerk needs ten cred-
its of continuing education each year
to retain the title. It also keeps em-
ployees �on the cutting edge on is-
sues in government,� he said.

He also stated that it �helped local
governments make better and respon-
sible decisions.�

Ms. Palsy confirmed there was in-
deed a total of seven people attending
the conference last year, with a total
bill amounting to $1,751.17.

In other business, resident Susan
Menninger, told the council that she
was appalled at the recent letter that
Mayor Viglianti had sent to
Mountainside residents on �Taxes
and Municipal Budgets.�

She said she was disappointed be-
cause she felt the Mayor and Council
did not support the Deerfield school
and Mountainside�s Board of Educa-
tion. She said the Mayor described
how the Council and Mayor have no
control over the Board of Education
budget.

The Mayor�s comment in his let-
ter, she said, stated �only when the
Board of Education budget is de-
feated by public vote does the gov-
erning body have a voice in their
process.�

Mr. Turner addressed Mrs.
Menninger saying that since the
Mayor was not present at that meet-
ing, she could address him when he
returned next week. He also said that
while he did not feel it was his place
to speak for the Mayor he did say he
believed the Mayor�s letter did not
have an agenda that was unsympa-
thetic to the borough�s school.

He also stated that it was the policy
of the Council not to �bring politics
into the schools, by interfering in the
business of the Board of Education.�

Mr. Tuner also cited an example
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ms. Mugavero Named
Foundation President
SCOTCH PLAINS � Donna I.

Mugavero of Scotch Plains has been
appointed as the President of the
NJAFE (North Jersey Association of
Female Executives) Foundation.

The foundation was created to sup-
port the efforts of young women as-
piring to business and professional
careers by providing mentoring op-
portunities, career workshops and
scholarships.

Ms. Mugavero is the Vice Presi-
dent of VIA Data and Marketing
Services and serves as a Senior Con-
sultant for Shared Learning, both
located in Branchburg. She holds a
Master of Business Administration
Degree from Seton Hall University
in South Orange.

Junior Women Plan
Inaugural Coat Drive
WESTFIELD � The Junior Woman�s

Club of Westfield will sponsor its first
annual coat drive Thursday through Sat-
urday, November 5, 6 and 7, at the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East
Broad Street.

Drop boxes for clean coats in all sizes
will be located in the main lobby of the
library. The hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on November 5, and from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on November 6 and 7.

The club is working in conjunction
with the Westfield Department of Hu-
man Services, and the coats will be dis-
tributed to local families in need.

For information on the Junior Woman�s
Club of Westfield, please visit the group�s
Internet Web site at
www.westfieldnj.com/jwcw, or call Beth
Lambert at (908) 789-1514.


