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Courtesy of Jorge Lopez Suero for The Times
SURVEYING DAMAGE...Residents survey the damage at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood following Monday�s severe thunderstorm. The storm downed this
large tree at the park, just one of hundreds of trees and limbs felled throughout
the area. Eighty-five percent of residents lost electrical power.

Courtesy of Spencer Field for The Times
CRUSHED...This car parked on Burns Way in Fanwood was crushed by a fallen
tree during Monday�s powerful storm. Fanwood officials estimate storm damage
for the borough at over $1 million. Like neighboring municipalities, Fanwood
residents sustained significant property damage.

Mountainside Rescue Squad Holds Open House
To Generate Volunteers During Daytime Hours

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

In an effort to generate new volun-
teers to a nearly depleted day-time
Mountainside Volunteer Rescue
Squad, the squad last week held an
open house.

At the start of the squad�s monthly
business meeting, a plaque was dedi-
cated to the memory of Bill Van
Blarcom, a long-time volunteer of
the Mountainside Volunteer Rescue
Squad.

Mr. Van Blarcom, who died in
July, served as the squad�s Treasurer
for 24 years. Kit Carson, Deputy
Captain of the squad and long-time
friend and neighbor to Mr. Van
Blarcom, told the crowd that the
meeting room was dedicated to Mr.
Van Blarcom and read the inscrip-
tion on the plaque, �for his wisdom
and kindness as our treasurer and
friends.� He then hung the plaque in
the front of the room.

After the dedication, the borough�s
squad invited the public to attend its
regular business meeting, and to be
part of the open house which in-
cluded tours of the building and an
opportunity to view the new ambu-
lance. These efforts were all part of
an effort to help launch a campaign
to recruit members.

Approximately 30 people attended
the function, which sparked conver-
sation about how the squad had been
functioning in recent years and its
need for more volunteers.

The meeting started with a brief
overview of events that led up to the
recent reports on the lack of volun-
teers. Maggi Benninger, the squad�s
President addressed the crowd by
explaining that the squad has been in
need of daytime volunteers for many
years.

Ms. Benninger also stated that be-
fore the summer, due to some squad
members moving out of town, ac-

cepting daytime jobs and one who
has been out with a broken leg, there
was a shortage of volunteers.

She also stated that the summer
break in students college schedules
and the increased daytime help of
Mr. Carson, who is a teacher at
Deerfield Elementary School, helped
to fill the void.

Ms. Benninger commented that
her own schedule has changed dur-

ing the past year, which makes it
harder for her to put as many daytime
hours as she used to.

Ms. Benninger wanted to make
clear that �there has never been or
will there ever be a time when a call
won�t be answered.� She brought up
an incident that occurred on July 23,
where there was a very serious acci-
dent and it had been reported that the
squad did not respond to the call.

To set the record straight Ms.
Benninger reported the squad was
never paged out for that call. She
reported that for some unforeseen
reason there was some technical dif-
ficulties with that particular call and
�that is why the squad could not
respond.�

She also reported that since that
incident there have been precautions
put into place so that type of occur-
rence does not happen again.

John Hoppingamer, the squad�s
Secretary, told the audience that a
short-term solution to lack of day-
time volunteers was the use of police
officers that are trained as Emer-
gency Medical Technicians.

He also stated that presently the
squad has 12 to 15 members, who are
covering shifts, but that a long-term
remedy was to recruit new members.

Members of the squad stated
that anyone interested volunteer-
ing or would like to go out on a
call with a member to please call
(908) 233-6338.

WINDS DAMAGE TREES AND WIRES

Power Out, Schools
Close, Trees Down,
As Labor Day Ends

By JEANNE WHITNEY, PAUL J.
PEYTON, MICHAEL P. BABIK

Specially Written for The Times

One hundred mile-per-hour winds
took the region by storm at the close
of the Labor Day weekend Monday
afternoon, leaving many residents
without electricity, closing schools,
and dumping uprooted trees and
branches across roads, houses and
utility wires.

Although Scotch Plains, Westfield
and Fanwood all suffered damage to
structures and cars, no injuries were
reported as a result of the tornado-
velocity winds, driving rain and dime-
sized hail.

The National Weather Service con-
firmed that an F-1 ranked tornado �
with wind speeds between 73 and
115 miles per hour � had touched
down on Walnut Avenue in Clark
Township. A second twister report-
edly went through Plainfield, and the
City of Rahway was also hard hit,
according to Union County officials.

Although a severe thunderstorm
watch was predicted for the holiday,
the high winds and resulting damage
took residents by surprise. �It looked
like the end of the world,� said
Fanwood resident Susan Dyckman.
�I�ve never seen anything like it.�

At least six utility poles snapped in
half along Farley Avenue, and tree
branches were draped over partially
downed wires. A tree crashed through
the roof of offices at Children�s Spe-
cialized Hospital on South Avenue in
Fanwood, pulling power wires to the
ground with it and bending a utility
pole perilously taut.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.

Connelly estimated the borough sus-
tained $750,000 worth of destruction
from the storm, and would need an
additional $300,000 in overtime
wages for cleanup crews.

She said the northwest and south-
west areas of the borough were in the
worst shape. Eighty-five percent of
residents were without power over-
all, the Mayor said, and as of Wednes-
day afternoon, there was still little
relief.

As of Tuesday afternoon, a Public
Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G)
company spokeswoman claimed that
power had been restored to three
quarters of the 95,000 customers in
the region who had been left without
it as a result of the storm.

The company subsequently pre-
dicted all power would be back up by
last night or Thursday.

Public schools had reopened in
Westfield yesterday after being closed
on Tuesday, although schools in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district re-
mained closed.

According to Mayor Connelly,
School Superintendent Dr. Carol B.
Choye met with Fanwood Police Chief
Robert Carboy on Monday afternoon
before deciding not to open district
schools for the first day of classes, as
planned. Calls to the district office
were not answered and Dr. Choye
could not be reached for comment.

Parent-Teacher Association mem-
bers reported that 15 students who
could not be reached Monday night
showed up for the new school year at
Coles Elementary School on Tues-
day morning. Parents had used a

Fanwood CSH Outpatient Center Gives Hope
To Disabled Kids Through Cognitive Program

Fanwood Residents Air Mixed Sentiments
On Controversial Pocket Park Proposal

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Residents offered emotional testi-
mony during a special meeting of the
Fanwood Borough Council last
Wednesday regarding a controver-
sial proposal to build a pocket park
and adjacent parking area on Watson
Road.

Approximately 40 people attended
the hour-long meeting, which began
with a project overview and brief
history of the site given by Council-
woman Karen M. Schurtz, followed
by comments from more than a dozen
people who expressed mixed views
on the proposal.

The passive park, defined as one
without playground or other recre-
ational equipment, would be created
on slightly less than an acre of land

opposite Borough Hall, through a
$125,000 grant recently awarded by
the county under its one-year Project
Pocket Park Program.

The borough must match the grant
with a combination of funds and in-
kind services for a total of $250,000.

Mrs. Schurtz said the project would
beautify the long-vacant and over-
grown lot, correct a drainage prob-
lem which has caused ice to form on
Watson Road in winter, and accom-
modate overflow parking from mu-
nicipal meetings, court, and Carriage
House functions.

It would also allow the borough to
retain ownership of the property, ac-
cording to Mrs. Schurtz, who noted
that senior citizens leaving on bus
trips could continue to park their cars
in the lot next to the park. Officials

anticipate the lot would have two
dozen parking stalls.

In addition, she said the park would
offer a scenic milieu for outdoor
events, and complement the historic
Carriage House across the street,
which is being eyed as a future cul-
tural arts hub for the community.

Some of those who spoke con-
curred that the park would boost the

neighborhood�s ambiance, while oth-
ers argued that funds earmarked for
the project could be better spent else-
where, or portioned out among a
number of projects.

Patricia Walsh of Russell Road
said that upon learning of the special
council meeting, she had collected
35 signatures in support of the pro-

TAKE ME OUT TO THE FAIR...Area residents packed the 24th annual Labor
Day weekend fair at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church on
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of
UNICO National is a joint sponsor of the event. Vince Losavio of John�s Meat
Market on Park Avenue, center, is pictured on Friday with, left to right, his
daughter, Marie, and wife, Debbie, along with Principal of St. Bart�s School
Sister Louise Lauretti, second from right, and Sister Anita Canale.

Jeanne Whitney for The Times

COUNTY PRESSES FOR ANSWERS...Union County Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan, center, assesses damage on Seventh Avenue at Terrill Road
in Plainfield, Tuesday afternoon, following Monday�s storm. Also on hand to
answer questions from reporters, pictured left to right, are: Union County
Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich, Union County Director of Public Works Frank E.
Dann, Jr., County Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr., State Assemblyman Gerald
Green, Plainfield City Administrator Walter D. McNeil and Plainfield Fourth
Ward City Councilman Harold Mitchell.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Times

Can you imagine what your life
would be like if you had to learn how
to walk, talk or feed yourself again; to
train yourself how to remember what
your life was like before you became
disabled?

The Outpatient Center at the
Children�s Specialized Hospital in
Fanwood provides the light at the
end of the tunnel for challenged chil-
dren through the Cognitive Reha-
bilitation Program, Children�s Edu-
cational Services and Early Inter-
vention Services.

While the Children�s Specialized
Hospital, founded in 1891, is the
state�s only hospital dedicated solely
to pediatric rehabilitation, its Outpa-
tient Center, opened in July, 1988, is
the primary site for many of the
hospital�s outpatient services and
educational programs.

Susan Stephens, Cognitive Reha-

bilitation Program Coordinator, de-
scribed cognitive rehabilitation as �a
process of reconsolidation.�

She added, �It focuses on helping
children with acquired brain injuries
to foster development that should be
occurring but is inhibited.�

The process of this rehabilitation
can span three to nine months, ac-
cording to Mrs. Stephens, and stated
that some of her patients have de-
scribed recovery as �becoming a tod-
dler again.�

She added, �We must take what is
subconscious in the child and make it
conscious again. My kids have to
think about everything�moving,
thinking, paying
attention�everything.�

Patients often affected by traumatic
events such as a car crash, survivors
of brain tumors, whole brain radia-
tion, chemotherapy, near drowning
and fires are affected and struggle
with brain injuries.

�Their sense of safety has been
destroyed. It is helping a child deal
with emotional, physical, psychologi-
cal and cognitive issues,� she noted.

�We strive to help a child cope with

the psychological disruption and rec-
reate their self-esteem in as positive
a light as possible,� she concluded.

Toward the end of her interview

Jeanne Whitney for The Times

EMERGENCY CALL FOR HOSPITAL...Children�s Specialized Hospital Presi-
dent Richard B. Ahlfeld, left, stands in front of hospital offices along South
Avenue in Fanwood where the severe Labor Day storm sent a tree crashing
through the roof and onto desks. Hospital Director of Engineering John Aklan,
right, arranged for removal of the tree by early Tuesday morning. No one was
injured by the damage.

MEETING ROOM DEDICATED�The Mountainside Rescue Squad dedicated
its meeting room on September 2 to the late William Van Blarcom, who served
as squad Treasurer for 24 years. Mr. Van Blarcom, who was also a former
Borough Councilman, died on July 21. Pictured, left to right, are: Maggi
Benninger, Squad Captain; Jessica Schagerl, Mr. Van Blarcom�s granddaugh-
ter; Betty Van Blarcom, his wife, and Kit Carson, Deputy Captain for the squad.
Squad members presented the plaque which will be displayed in the Meeting
Room in Mr. Blarcom�s honor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12



Page 12 Thursday, September 10, 1998 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Sub Form
2x5

Power Out, Schools Close,
Trees Down Following Storm

telephone chain from the past school
year to notify families that school
would not open.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley said
Tuesday night, �I have (electrical)
power in all my schools,� as students
returned yesterday from their extra-
long holiday weekend.

Westfield police and fire officials
speculated that it was safer for chil-
dren to be in class, rather than poten-
tially being exposed to electrical wires
still on the ground in parts of town.

Downtown Westfield lost power
after the 2:30 p.m. storm, but elec-
tricity was restored 12 hours later,
according to Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim. Officials said Public
Works trucks and crews followed
PSE&G trucks through the town,
removing debris.

Within 30 minutes of the storm,
Westfield police were stringing �no
entry� tape across hazardous road-
ways, officials said. However, by yes-
terday afternoon, some Westfielders
were still sitting in the dark.

Town officials estimated that ap-
proximately 50 percent of residents
were affected by the storm in some
way, but there were no guesses on
how many were without power. A
different estimate placed the cost of
the storm to Westfield at $200,000.
Officials said they purchased addi-
tional chain saws and rented a grinder
that turns tree parts into mulch.

An estimated 70 percent of Scotch
Plains residents were without power
after the storm, with the Municipal
Building and downtown area among
the affected sections. The Municipal
Building has no backup generator,
officials said, although the police
department has one.

In Scotch Plains, however, tele-
phone service for the most part was
not interrupted, and township em-
ployees were fielding calls on Tues-
day without lights and computers. By
9:30 yesterday morning, the lights
were on at the Municipal Building,
officials said.

Scotch Plains Chief of Police Tho-
mas O�Brien said that by Tuesday
morning, most of the main roads in
the township were open to traffic.
However, traffic signals remained out
yesterday along sections of Route
No. 22, and state troopers were di-
recting traffic.

In Westfield, Mayor Jardim declared
a state of emergency about seven hours
after the storm hit on the advice of Fire
Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr.

�There was a clear swath of de-
struction on the south side,� Mayor
Jardim said. Police officers were
making the rounds in every neigh-
borhood with bullhorns, alerting resi-
dents to stay inside because of downed
electrical wires, and announcing that
schools would be closed the next day.

Mayor Jardim said a tree fell onto an
occupied car on Dorian Way, but that
the two passengers escaped unharmed.

In Fanwood, Mayor Connelly said
people had been trapped in a car by
felled trees, but that they also es-
caped without serious injury. A house
surrounded on three sides by downed
electrical wires on Farley Avenue
was evacuated, she added.

Deputy Mayor William F.
McClintock, Jr., declared a state of
emergency in Scotch Plains early
Tuesday morning after meeting with
township department heads. The
regular Tuesday night televised
Township Council meeting was can-
celed. Mayor Joan Papen was out of
town at the time of the storm, but was
advised of the situation, officials said.

Councilman McClintock served as
Mayor three years ago during an
especially fierce winter marked by
blizzards and ice storms.

PSE&G officials said 80 Public
Service crews and 19 crews from a
southern New Jersey power company
had been working around the clock
to restore power to customers.
Downed trees on power wires were
the �overriding� problem, officials
confirmed, claiming there were few
electrical transformer problems.

Although local and County Public
Works officials were busy clearing
brush during daylight hours, work-
ers were forced to wait in every in-
stance until PSE&G could deaden
felled wires.

Union County Director for the Di-
vision of Public Works Frank E.
Dann, Jr., said crews would not work
clearing brush throughout the night
because felled power wires could
neither be spotted nor distinguished
from foliage in the dark.

However, a Union County tree crew
on Seventh Avenue in Plainfield said
personnel were working with only
two hours of sleep from Monday
night.

Mr. Dann said that in his 25 years
with the county Public Works Divi-
sion, �It was never like this.� Follow-
ing other storms in the early 1980s,
he explained, there was damage
�here-and-there,� but in this case,
there were hundreds of damaged trees.
The county has over 100 trucks with
crews out clearing hazards.

Mr. Dann said Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield were filling
Public Works trucks with fuel at the
county station because the power out-
age had made it impossible to use their
own pumps. Fortunately, Mr. Dunn
said, he had just stocked in another
20,000 gallons of fuel last Friday.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan and Free-
holder Lewis Mingo, Jr. held a press
conference in Plainfield on Tuesday
after evaluating storm damage.

�Throughout the county there are
literally hundreds of trees down and
millions of dollars in property dam-
age,� Chairman Sullivan said. Tues-
day morning, he attempted to gather
dollar estimates from county munici-
palities in an effort to have the area
qualify for Federal disaster relief funds.

Mayor Jardim said a telephone hot
line had been set up with the West-
field Recreation Department at Town
Hall. �Damage is so widespread,� he
said, �it could be one or two weeks
until things are back to normal.�

Union County�s Echo Lake Park
was partially closed to traffic, follow-
ing the storm.

The Borough of Mountainside had
little damage but did lose electrical
power in the downtown Tuesday af-
ternoon.

with The Times, Mrs. Stephens was
called away to tend to a child whose
glucose level had dropped dramati-
cally low.

According to Mrs. Stephens, the
child had become unresponsive and
desperately needed her help. She
spared no time to assist the child, as
members of the rescue squad and
staff rushed to his side and an ambu-
lance waited outside of the center.

The Times was informed later that
day that the child was administered
glucose and he was going to be all right.

An additional facet to the center�s
programs is the Children�s Educa-
tional Services.

The center provides five pre-school,
handicapped classes for children 3 to
5 years of age. There are four classes
at a primary level for learning lan-
guage disabilities and one class for
autistic patients.

According to Pamela Venkus, Di-
rector of Children�s Educational Ser-
vices, these classes run all day, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There are 70 children
in the entire program and the major-
ity of students are from Union County,
drawing others from Essex,
Middlesex and Somerset Counties.

A student�s special and specific
needs are based on the IEP (Indi-
vidual Educational Plan).

The Early Intervention Services
program at the center provides fam-
ily support groups and determines
eligibility of a child before develop-
ing an IFSP (Individual Family Ser-
vice Plan) prior to service.

According to Virginia Lynn, Man-
ager of Early Intervention Services,
assessment can be based on measur-
ing a patient�s ability or delay in
some of the following examples: lan-
guage, sensory, cognitive, feeding,
fine and gross motor skills.

Approximately 25 percent of chil-
dren demonstrate a delay in two or
more areas, while 33 percent show a
delay in one area.

The IFSP is established by parents
who state goals which they want
their child to achieve and then a
program is developed with the help
of the staff to accomplish these goals.

Beginning in September, the pro-
gram will comply with an ordinance
by the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) which is gov-
erned by the state. This law states
that �early intervention services must
be provided in natural environments
instead of group settings.�

Early intervention providers must
also �identify sources of support in
their neighborhood or community
for parents.�

Mrs. Lynn told The Times that,
�Children learn very much from one
another.� She said she believes that
these home services mandated by the
state will be beneficial.

She concluded, �I do foresee it
working.�

The program, which mainly serves
Union and Somerset Counties, spon-
sors �Expansion Winnebago� which
reaches out to families in Elizabeth and
Plainfield with their pediatric services.

Outpatient Center Program
Gives Hope To Disabled Kids

Residents Air Mixed Views
On Pocket Park Proposal

posal, and asked, �What could be
wrong with filling up an area which is
empty and ugly?�

Cathy Hirschhorn, also of Russell
Road, called the concept �a great idea,�
adding that residents could use the
rehabilitated site for walking and play-
ing.

Attilio �Art� Badala, former Presi-
dent of the Fanwood Senior Citizens
Club, offered a different perspective.
He protested that the park would cut
back the number of parking spaces
available for those taking part in the
club�s 15 to 20 annual bus trips, which
typically draw 50-plus participants.

In response to his proposal that a
senior center be built on the site in-
stead, Councilwoman Schurtz said such
an option was not included under the
provisions of the Pocket Park Pro-
gram, which stipulates the grant money
be used exclusively for acquisition or
development of park land or renova-
tions to existing parks.

Doris Terry of Paterson Road pro-
posed that some of the Pocket Park
money could be used to expand the La
Grande Park building into a senior
center. The Fanwood Senior Citizens
Club currently meets at the All Saints�
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains.

Former Fanwood Mayor Theodore
�Ted� Trumpp, who has called for the
Watson Road site to be kept in reserve
for ratables, strongly urged the council
to look at alternatives such as upgrad-
ing borough parks with a walking track,
boccie courts or shuffleboard. He also
implied elected officials were not heed-
ing public opposition to the project.

Sally Drewes, who lives next door to
the tentative park site, defended the
governing body, saying officials did
not proceed with earlier development
proposals for the lot in the face of
public opposition.

Other uses proposed for the site over
the past decade included senior hous-
ing, subdivision, and supplementary
parking for train station commuters.

Fanwood Planning Board Chairman
Gregory S. Cummings, while acknowl-
edging that the current state of the
Watson Road site was a �detriment,�

felt a passive park would be more
ideally located at the Community House
at the Fanwood Train Station, which
he called �the pride of the community.�

He also advocated keeping the
Watson Road property available for
future development, possible expan-
sion of municipal operations or use by
the seniors.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly ob-
served that officials had several op-
tions regarding the Pocket Park grant,
including using the funds to create the
park, returning the money to the county,
or spreading it out between Watson
Road and existing parks.

She said she would �follow the lead� of
the recently-appointed Pocket Park Com-
mittee, headed by Councilwoman Schurtz,
which has been charged with coordinat-
ing plans for the Pocket Park funds.

The Borough Council unanimously
approved an agreement with the county
August 13 for receipt of the grant,
although how the money will be used
remains under discussion by members
of the committee.

Councilman Whitaker Calls
For Meaningful Tax Reform
FANWOOD � With Governor

Christine Todd Whitman�s Property
Tax Reform Commission about to
issue its report, Fanwood Council-
man Joel Whitaker this week said
�meaningful tax reform� will insure
that all similarly valued property in
a governmental unit pays the same
tax.

�It appears the Commission will
call for such actions as consolidat-
ing some school districts,� Mr.
Whitaker said.

�Based on our experience in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Regional
School District, some communities
will pay much more than others for
the same services,� he said.

�New Jersey has chosen to fund
its counties and its schools from
local property taxes,� he said.

�A fair system would result in a
$200,000 market value house in
Fanwood paying exactly the same
school tax as a $200,000 market
value house in Scotch Plains,� he
noted.

�That�s not the case today. Nor
does a $200,000 house in Fanwood
pay the same county tax as a
$200,000 house in Scotch Plains, or
Rahway, or Plainfield,� he said.

�Similar-valued property should
pay identical taxes in each taxing
jurisdiction,� he said, �to achieve
this result.�

He added that the state must abol-
ish municipal assessors and transfer
that responsibility to the county;

require all property in the county to
be reassessed at the same time and
require that each taxing jurisdiction
use all property in its boundaries to
establish the tax rate.

�This would result in a $200,000
house in Scotch Plains paying the
same school tax as a $200,000 house
in Fanwood. And a $200,000 house
in any Union County community
would pay the same county tax, in
dollar terms, as any other $200,000
house,� he said.

Mr. Whitaker said it appears the
Commission will recommend that a
school district should consist of at
least one high school, two middle
schools and several elementary
schools.

�This is the configuration of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Regional
School District,� he said.

�If New Jersey officials want to
consolidate schools into districts
such as Scotch Plains-Fanwood, they
will have to insure that all taxpayers
within those school districts are
treated equally,� he said.

�It is fundamentally unfair that a
house on one side of King Street can
sell for $200,000 and pay one school
tax, and a house on the other side of
King Street can also sell for
$200,000 and pay an entirely differ-
ent school tax simply because of the
town they are in. A $200,000 house
is a $200,000 house, and should pay
the same dollar amount of school
tax regardless of its municipality,�
he said.

Former �Moonglowers�
To Speak to Members
Of Alumni Association
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

� The regularly-scheduled meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association will be
held on Tuesday, September 15, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 101 of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The evening�s program will in-
clude speakers Earl Phillips and Paul
DiNizo, who were part of the origi-
nal �Moonglowers,� a musical group
at the high school.

They will discuss how the group
got started and their remembrances
of their high school experiences.

Former members of the
�Moonglowers� are invited to attend
the meeting. Refreshments will be
served.

For more information or any ques-
tions, please call Marie Leppert at
(908) 233-3829 or Kristi Hawkins at
(908) 232-6845.

Planning in Fanwood
Continues for Street Fair

Planning in continuing for the third
annual Fanny Wood Day slated for
Sunday, September 27, from noon to
5 p.m. in the center of Fanwood at the
intersection of Martine and South
Avenues, an area which will be closed
to automobiles for the festival.

The annual event is dedicated to
establishing better relations and im-
proving downtown Fanwood, accord-
ing to Fanny Wood Day Committee
Spokesman Peter Sayles.

People will have an opportunity to
experience the hospitality of the
quaint Borough of Fanwood and ac-
quaint themselves with a local retail
community that still offers unique
items and personalized seance.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad will
also be celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary and showing off their new am-
bulance. Also, some of the many
exhibits will include a special dis-
play for the Battleship New Jersey
and the Overlook Hospital Healthy
Avenue�s Van. Also, a disc jockey
will be providing music and several
different groups will be performing.

Many other civic leaders, commu-
nity groups and organizations will
have exhibits and tables. As a family
day, kids will love the pony rides,
moonwalk, balloon animators, and
many other games and events.

New to the event this year are a pie
baking contest, a baby photo contest
and a Little Miss Fanny Wood contest.

A few spaces for crafters are still
available. Space cost $75 for a 10-
foot by 10-foot space. Crafters wish-
ing further information and a dealers
agreement are asked to contact Neal
Schembre at (908) 322-6066.

All proceeds raised from the street
fair will go toward the Fanwood Mil-
lennium clock.

Artist to Demonstrate
Oil Painting Medium
At Sept. 16 Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD �
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association will present a demonstra-
tion of the new medium of nontoxic oil
painting with water at 8 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 16.

The program, featuring Kathy
Kornish of Union Township, will take
place at the Fanwood Train Station on
North Avenue.

Ms. Kornish, a university-educated
artist, has taught fine art and decorative
painting at recreational centers and adult
schools. Her work has been exhibited
at area galleries, and she was a featured
artist at New Artists Presentations at
Madison Square Garden.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association meets at 8 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of most months in the train
station.

Meetings are free and the public is
invited. For more information, please
call Tom Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

WHO�S MINDING THE BOOKS?...Scotch Plains Library Director Norbert
Bernstein visits the fair Friday night at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Avenue.

SP-F School Board
To Honor 17 Teachers
At Celebration Tonight
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

� The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education will honor 17
district teachers who have attained
tenured status this year at a �Cel-
ebration of Achievement� program
today, Thursday, September 10, at 7
p.m.

The public is invited to attend this
event, which will be held in the
Evergreen Elementary School
Multi-Purpose Room.

The newly-tenured teachers in-
clude Dorothy Miller, Debra Fern,
Ella Greenberg, Lisa Herbert and
Margaret Hermiston-Murray from
Brunner Elementary School; Lynne
Grimmer and Eileen Raszka from
Coles Elementary School; Kathleen
Herrmann and Lisa Frye from Ever-
green; Sondra Chernoff, Diane
DiBella and Connie Salisbury from
McGinn Elementary School; Dawn
Farella from School One Elemen-
tary, and Maryann Degnan, Paula
Gray, Durand Thomas and Randy
Young from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
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SP-F BOE-Teachers� Union
Still Seeking New Contract

SCOTCH PLAINS � Follow-
ing two recent back-to-back nego-
tiating sessions, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education an-
nounced that it has not, as yet,
reached a contract settlement with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association (SPFEA) � the
teachers� union.

During a September 1 meeting
between the parties, the board pre-
sented a three-year proposal which
included salary increases of 3.7,
3.7, and 3.5 percent. The contract
would span the years 1998 through
2001, with no change in medical
benefits.

The offer was rejected by the
teachers� union due to a provision
regarding pay grades based on
length of service. On September 2,
the parties met again with the assis-
tance of a state-appointed media-
tor. The board agreed to teachers�
demands over longevity and resub-
mitted its September 1 proposal.

The SPFEA, however, still did
not agree to the three-year pack-
age, citing problems including the
third year salary increase that was
offered.

According to Board President Au-
gust A. Ruggiero, �During the past
year, the board has taken extraordi-
nary steps in an attempt to reach a

timely and reasonable agreement.�
�We initiated an early beginning

to negotiations, proposed stream-
lined procedures, initiated the as-
signment of a mediator while con-
tinuing to seek a negotiated settle-
ment, developed a compromise pro-
posal, and modified that proposal
to accommodate the stated objec-
tion by the SPFEA,� he added.

�The board team feels that it has
done all that it can, within the limits
of fiscal responsibility, to bring
about an agreement before the start
of school,� Mr. Ruggiero statsed.

Another mediation session has
been scheduled for Monday, Octo-
ber 5. The board has reached out to
the SPFEA leadership and is at-
tempting to meet with the associa-
tion prior to that time, according to
Mr. Ruggiero.

�I fully expect that both parties
can work together to minimize the
negative impact of a job action on
our students by reaching a settle-
ment as quickly as possible,� the
school board President stated. The
term �job action� in this case indi-
cates steps taken by teachers just
short of a strike.

Norwegian Language
To be Taught at UCC

Beginning Sept. 18
Union County College will offer

two non-credit Norwegian courses
this fall, in which students will
have an opportunity to learn the
language from a native speaker.
Both courses will be taught at the
Cranford campus.

Professor of Modern Languages
A.H. Roholt-Moen of Westfield,
an associate professor of modern
languages who was born and raised
in Norway, will be the instructor.

The Norwegian courses offer in-
struction in basic speaking, read-
ing and writing skills, as well as
information on Norwegian culture.
Activities include interactive exer-
cises and role playing, plus festi-
vals and occasional field trips.

�Norwegian I� runs from 7 to
9:30 p.m. on Fridays, September
18 through October 23, followed
by �Norwegian II� on Fridays, from
October 30 through December 11.
No classes will be held on Friday,
November 27, due to the Thanks-
giving holiday.

For further information, please
call the college�s Division of Con-
tinuing Education and Community
Services at (908) 709-7600.


