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Campaign Forum �98

nance regulating the location of cellular
communication towers within the town
and a revision of an ordinance for side-
walk cafés in Westfield.

�I am proud of the committee�s accom-
plishments during the past two years.
However, we have some work ahead of
us during the remainder of 1998. We
have begun examination of an ordinance
to address the unsightly proliferation of
newspaper and other publication vend-
ing machines in downtown Westfield
and have already had extensive discus-
sions regarding the creation of a Westfield
Housing Commission to promote hous-
ing rehabilitation,� Councilman Goldman
stated.

He also noted that renewal of the
ordinance which created the special im-
provement district (SID) is on the table
before the council Laws and Rules Com-
mittee.

In addition to his service on the Laws
and Rules Committee, Councilman
Goldman serves on the Town Council�s
Public Safety and Building and Town
Property Committees.

He also holds the position of Acting
Mayor and was appointed by the council
to serve as its voting representative on
the Board of Directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, which oversees
the downtown Westfield SID.

�I first ran for the Town Council two
years ago because of my belief that
Westfield government needed a greater
exchange of ideas. I believe that the bi-
partisan council has resulted in some
important new programs.

�In my first campaign, I was a strong
advocate of the necessity to begin the re-
building of Westfield�s infrastructure. The
full council has signed on to a multi-year
improvement program and this year�s capi-

Councilman Goldman Begins
Campaign for A Second Term

tal budget plan gets that process underway.
�The residents of our community will

soon begin to see the tangible results of
enhanced road re-paving, playing field
renovations and capital improvements in
downtown Westfield,� Councilman
Goldman said.

Councilman Goldman is also a corpo-
rate and finance lawyer and Director of
the law firm Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,
Griffinger & Vecchione, in Newark.

Councilman Goldman was a founding
Trustee of the Education Fund of
Westfield, Inc. He has also coached in
the Westfield soccer and baseball pro-
grams. Since 1991, he has served as
Chairman of the Westfield Democratic
Committee.

He and his wife, Cindy, have two
children; one attends Westfield High
School and the other attends Tamaques
Elementary School.
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Mrs. Vernick Lauds Support
For Cellular Phone Initiative

ON CALL�First Ward Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick, second from right,
celebrates the success of her �Wireless at Work� initiative, through which all
crossing guards in Westfield have been outfitted with cellular telephones for the
start of the 1998-1999 school year. Joining her are Alicia Cramer, second from
left, the owner of New Jersey Cellular in Cranford, who donated 16 telephones
to the endeavor; Cathie Neal and Kenny Williams, employees of New Jersey
Cellular.

Thomas Cusimano Launches
Fourth Ward Council Bid

Candidates Asked
For Position Papers
Regarding Jet Noise

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Citizens Against Air-
craft Noise (SPFCAAN) has asked for
a written public policy statement re-
garding jet noise from the candidates
of the two major political parties for
three seats on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council.

SPFCAAN said they provided a tech-
nical presentation of the ocean route
alternative to candidates on June 3.

The three Democratic candidates
for council, Franklin P. Donatelli,
Tarquin Jay Bromley and Geri Mor-
gan Samuel responded with a state-
ment calling for a test of ocean routing.
The Democratic candidates also con-
demned the Federal Aviation
Administration�s 260- degree turn test
which they claimed moved aircraft
noise from community to community.

The three Republican candidates for
council, incumbent Robert Johnston,
who is the Township Council�s Liai-
son for Air Noise, Paulette Coronato
and Gail Iammatteo, have not re-
sponded to SPFCAAN�s request for a
policy paper, according to SPFCAAN
spokesman Federick Obrock.

The all-Republican Township Coun-
cil previously endorsed a six-month
test of the 260-degree turn aircraft
flight pattern. The test ended this past
Tuesday without any noticeable reduc-
tion in noise, according to FAA offi-
cials.

The council has never endorsed the
concept of ocean routing, Mr. Obrock
claimed.

WESTFIELD � Westfield First Ward
Councilwoman and Republican May-
oral candidate Gail S. Vernick has
announced that, due to the �overwhelm-
ing support of local organizations, busi-
nesses and residents,� all school cross-
ing guards have been outfitted with
cellular telephones for the start of the
school year.

Last February, Councilwoman
Vernick launched her initiative to bring
911 emergency wireless telephones to
Wesfield�s crossing guards, in an effort
to address what she described as �the
growing concerns of our children�s
safety as they�re walking to and from
school.�

Councilwoman Vernick said she felt
it was imperative that Westfield work
proactively to keep safety at an opti-
mum level, especially since many chil-
dren in the town have been redis-
tricted.

With that concern, she introduced
the �Wireless at Work� purchase and
donate program to equip crossing
guards with cellular telephones. She
also researched other options in or-
der to help outfit all guards more
quickly.

She explained that, through her in-
vestigation, she discovered the Federal
Communications Commission regu-
lates carriers to �transmit all wireless
911 calls (from both subscribers and
non-subscribers).�

Therefore, anyone wishing to do-
nate an old cellular telephone with a
battery charger, helps to outfit guards
with phones, without any cost to the
taxpayer or town, according to Coun-
cilwoman Vernick.

Sixteen telephones were donated by
Alicia Cramer, a Westfield resident
who owns New Jersey Cellular in
Cranford.

Another four were donated by Gabe
Bravo, the owner of Cellular Signal
Plus in Westfield.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti said he supports the program,
since the cellular telephones offer
immediate access to the police de-
partment, which allows for a quicker
response time in an emergency.

�I personally would like to thank all
of the people who have helped bring
this program to fruition,� Council-
woman Vernick remarked. �It is grati-
fying to know that, with the beginning
of school, each of our crossing guards
is equipped with an emergency 911 cell
phone.�

WESTFIELD � Thomas P.
Cusimano, a 15-year resident of the
Fourth Ward in Westfield, has kicked
off his campaign bid for a seat on the
Town Council.

Mr. Cusimano, running on the Re-
publican ticket this November, is a
Shadowlawn Drive resident and has
been active in Westfield for many years
including stints as a coach for the
Westfield Youth Baseball, Softball,
Soccer and Basketball Leagues.

He is currently serving as Secretary
for the Westfield High School Booster
Association. He also serves as a Com-
missioner on the Recreation Board.

In 1987 he organized and founded
the St. Helen�s Inter-parochial School
Christian Youth Organization (CYO)
Basketball Program, where he served
as Director until May of this year.

During the 11 years, over 1,000 young
men and women were involved in the
program. Mr. Cusimano said he �helped
these young men and women enhance
their playing skills as well as develop a
positive attitude in sportsmanship and
teamwork.�

The candidate also served as League
Director for the Westfield Soccer Asso-
ciation for seven years. Mr. Cusimano
also serves as Committee Chairman for
the annual Westfield Cup Memorial
Day Tournament.

After graduating from the United
States Military Academy at West Point,

Mr. Cusimano was commissioned as a
Lieutenant in the Air Defense Artillery
branch of the Army.

The candidate also served as a pla-
toon leader and held several officer posts
in the 25th Infantry Division while sta-
tioned in Hawaii. He is currently a
Lieutenant Colonel in the United States
Army Reserves as part of the 78th Battle
Division stationed at Fort Dix.

The candidate and his wife of 25
years, Debbie, have three children who
attended Westfield public schools.
Meghan, 20, is in college and Stephen,
17, and Jacquelyn, 14, both attend
Westfield High School.

Mr. Cusimano is a member of the
Sneaker Factory Road Runners Club
and has completed seven marathons.
He serves as Race Director for the an-
nual Lightning 5K Charity Race.

In 1980, Mr. Cusimano participated
in the Olympic Trials in the Modern
Pentathlon. Although the United States
boycotted the Moscow Games, he
representeds the United States in vari-
ous international events.

The candidate said, if elected, he will
dedicate himself �to preserving the fine
traditions of our town while developing
innovative ideas for the council. I rec-
ognize the importance of sound fiscal
responsibility while striving to improve
the quality of (town) services.�

Mr. Cusimano invites Fourth Ward
residents to call him at (908) 654-9660.

Mr. Greco Calls for Creation
Of Parks, Fields Main. Dept.

Norman N. Greco

WESTFIELD - Norman N. Greco,
independent Westfield Mayoral Can-
didate, has announced his specific
plan to revitalize the town�s parks
and fields.

Mr. Greco stated that, �Our 200
plus acres of public parks and fields
have always been a source of tremen-
dous pride.�

�The latest Recreation Commis-
sion park maintenance proposal, �in
recent memory there has been little
or no money invested toward the
upkeep of our parks and fields de-
spite repeated attempts through capi-
tal submissions by the Recreation
Commission. As a result, many fa-
cilities now require major capital
investments rather than the cosmetic
repairs which could have been per-
formed earlier,�� the candidate stated.

Mr. Greco said it is his intention to
create a formal Parks and Fields
Maintenance Department under the
auspices of the Recreation Commis-
sion. He said this will be accom-
plished through the realignment of
the current workforce within the Pub-
lic Works Department.

This new department, Mr. Greco
explained. would coordinate a main-
tenance schedule for parks and fields
with the Recreation Commission,
thereby ensuring that the fields are
appropriately prepared for scheduled
games and events.

Mr. Greco said he believes that
�we can always improve upon areas
of our town government.� He also
feels that the Department of Public
Works has done a �commendable
job� under the current organizational
structure.

�However, the department�s cur-
rent responsibilities - snow plowing,
road repair, leaf collection, and emer-
gencies - tend to take focus away
from our parks and fields. This new
Parks and Fields Maintenance De-
partment will focus directly on these
two specific areas,� the candidate
explained.

Furthermore, Mr. Greco stated that,
�The condition of our parks and fields
leave a lasting impression upon visit-
ing sports teams and out-of- town
visitors. Properly maintaining
Westfield�s parks and fields is another
example of common sense, business-
like government. Correctly maintained
parks and fields enhances our town�s
property values.�

�Our community continues to grow
with more and more young families
becoming residents in town,� the can-
didate stated. �In order to be proac-
tive regarding this specific area of
government, the Recreation Com-
mission will complete a study re-
garding the viability of locations for
future park and field expansion. By
addressing these needs today, we will
be acting progressively versus our
current reactionary management pro-
cess.�

Mr. Greco said if elected he �will
bring a visionary, common sense ap-
proach to all town government.�

Noreen Lund to Begin
Door-to-Door Campaign

Noreen Lund

WESTFIELD - Noreen Lund, the
Republican candidate for the Third Ward
seat on the Westfield Town Council,
recently outlined for her neighbors why
she is seeking her first elective office.

�I have lived on the south side of
Westfield all my life. I grew up in the
Third Ward. My parents, Tony and
Mildred Bianco, were also life-long
residents of Westfield until their retire-
ment, and my father owned a down-
town business,� she said.

�As Westfield faces the challenges of
the 21st century, I believe that my deep
roots and sense of community could be
a tremendous asset to the Third Ward,�
Ms. Lund said.

A graduate of the former Holy Trinity
High School in Westfield, Ms. Lund
observed that her perspective on West-
field has developed through many ex-
periences with a variety of organiza-
tions including, the Parent-Teacher
Organizations of both Westfield High
School and Jefferson Elementary
School, St. Helen�s Roman Catholic
Church, Westfield MainStreet, and even
as a Cub Scout Den Leader.

The candidate is currently a substitute
nurse for the Westfield public schools.
The candidate and her husband, Al, have
three children, Erik, Anthony and Alyssa.

�Westfield is such a special place to
live and work, but Westfield also re-
quires strong leadership to maintain its
character,� Ms. Lund stated.

Westfield Republican Town Com-
mittee Chairman Robert G. Cockren
said that it was important for the party
to search out and support candidates
like Ms. Lund.

Mr. Cockren observed that, �She is a
fresh face who has such strong ties to
Westfield. That is a sign of strength for
the Republican party in the Third Ward.�

The candidate pointed to her appoint-
ment to the State of the Schools Com-
mittee for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation Strategic Planning Council as
being central to her decision to run for
the Town Council.

�Making government work for my fam-
ily, my neighbors, and especially the citi-
zens of the Third Ward would be a tre-
mendous challenge, but a challenge that
I hope I will have the opportunity to meet.

�I believe that strategic planning and
intelligent community-based decisions
are critical to the process, and I realized
through my work with the Board of
Education that I could make a differ-
ence,� Ms. Lund explained.

Some of the issues that the candidate
identified are Westfield�s fiscal integrity,
central business district parking, devel-
opment of Central Avenue. Ms. Lund
also citess a general deterioration in
Westfield�s basic infrastructure, parks and
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Lawrence A. Goldman


