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FestiFall Street Fair Scheduled
For Sunday in Downtown Area

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce has scheduled the ninth
annual �FestiFall� Street Fair in
downtown Westfield for this Sunday,
September 20, from noon until 6
p.m. The rain date will be Sunday,
September 27.

The festival will offer family fun,
with art, crafts, food, music and
children�s activities. Admission is
free.

Entertainment will include two jazz
bands, a storyteller for children and a
performance by an electric violinist.
Musical entertainers will also stroll
the streets of Westfield during the
day. Entertainment will include
singer Bob Mele, who will serve as
entertainment host at the stage. Jazz
groups Positive Rhythmic Forces and
Perception, South America contem-

porary music performer Raices del
Viento and instrumentalist and Irish
music entertainer Tim Janis will be
featured.

A petting zoo will erected in the
PNC Bank parking lot at North and
East Broad Streets. There will be a
moonwalk, temporary tattoos, face
painting, making sand art creations
and other family activities.

More than 20 food concessions
will offer menus of Chinese, Cajun,
Greek and Italian foods. Local res-
taurants are planning street fair
menus, as well.

Exhibitors from all over the East-
ern United States are scheduled to
participate as well as over 30 local
businesses. Local churches and com-
munity groups also plan to partici-
pate. Over 40 local non-profit and

service organizations will be featured
at the street fair.

Fine artists, photographers and
woodcrafters will show their prod-

COMMITTEE TO MAKE FULL REPORT TO COUNCIL, REC. COMMISSION

Ad Hoc Committee Reviews Options
On Spending �Pocket Park� Funds

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Many Westfield residents were
present at a special ad hoc committee
meeting last Thursday, called by
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, to discuss
options for using the $100,000 match-
ing funds grant specifically given to
improve and create parks in Union
County.

These dollar-for-dollar grants,
which were awarded to all 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County, were
given to representatives at the Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
meeting that same night.

Originally, the money for Westfield
was to be used to create a pocket park
on the former Excellent Diner site,
located on North Avenue.

Recently, Stella Lekas, the
owner, had come forward with her
plans to create a three-story build-
ing on that site. Plans for the build-
ing include retail space on the first
floor and office space on the upper
two floors.

First Ward Councilman Gregory

S. McDermott told the audience that
the evening�s meeting was designed
to give all Westfield residents a chance
to give their opinions about how the
money should be spent.

He said it was a forum for the
people of Westfield to present their
ideas and that it was �not intended
for discussions and not a place where
decisions would be made.�

Mr. McDermott said that the ad
hoc committee would then share all
of the ideas presented with the
Westfield Recreation Department and
the full council.

Among the ideas discussed was
the prospective replacement of the
overlook at Mindowaskin Park
which, according to Nancy Priest, a
member of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, is a designated
historic spot.

Marty Silverman, Vice President
of the Optimist Club, suggested that
the money be used to obtain better
playground equipment. He proffered
that the current equipment doesn�t
offer much to children over five years
old.

He said he thought it would be a
good idea to put together a �commu-
nity-built play structure that stimu-
lated imagination.� He also empha-
sized that the design of the tentative
play structure would be based on
children�s ideas, with members of
the community supplying the labor
to build it.

Mr. Silverman cited a Bridgewater
model as the latest example of a
community-made play structure. He
stated the 37,000-square-foot play
area cost a total of $85,000 and in-
cluded such features as a fire station
and police station for imaginative
play.

George Giresi, from the Westfield
Police Athletic League�s Football
League, Nick Gismondi from the
Westfield Baseball League, Bob Lynes
from the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion, Mark Sollar, Head Umpire from

the Men�s Softball League, and other
concerned citizens all stated that the
playing fields in Westfield were in
desperate need of maintenance.

They told members of the ad hoc
committee that soccer fields needed
to be regraded and baseball fields
required the planting of sod. Those
who spoke on behalf of the fields
stated that they wanted to make these
areas presentable and safe.

Former Westfield Councilman
Donnell Carr, who represented the
Paul Robeson Centennial Commit-
tee, asked that funds be used for
creation of a memorial park in honor
of Mr. Robeson, a singer, actor and
civil rights leader who lived in
Westfield from 1907 to 1910.

He stated that the Robeson family
lived on the corner of Watterson Street
(then called Spring Street) and
Rahway Avenue, and suggested that
a marker, bench and some greenery
be placed at that location.

Former Third Ward Westfield
Councilman Kenneth B. MacRitchie
also stated that a park in honor of Mr.
Robeson would be a good idea. He
added that the Lincoln School play-
ground should replace its horse
swings with toddler swings because
of safety issues.

Representatives from The New
England Village and Tamaques Park
Association, who recently celebrated
their 50th anniversary, suggested that
funds be used to dredge the pond at
the park, as well as the brook adja-
cent to it.

Many other citizens voiced their
opinions concerning improvements
to area parks, including Noreen Lund,
who is running for a Third Ward
council seat in the upcoming Gen-
eral Election.

Finally, Michael La Place, Direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, expressed concern about
using the grant money for any project
other than preserving space in the

Realty Company Gains Approval for Expansion
Of Former Honeywell Building on Springfield Ave.

By BOBBIE BALDASSARI TURSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board
granted two site plan approvals and a
variance for a minor subdivision

Monday night following thorough
presentations by the applicants.

Ettnor Realty Company, Inc and
Conjoe Realty Company, Inc. had
each requested a mix of variances
along with site plan approval.

Ettnor Partners, LLC, the owners
of Ettnor Realty Company, Inc. lo-
cated at 574 Springfield Avenue,
sought approval to construct a two-
story addition to an existing two-
story office building, along with park-
ing lot and driveway modifications.
The Planning Board approved the
application contingent on the satis-
faction of some minor conditions.

Steve Santola, a Westfield-based
attorney representing Ettnor Part-

ners, LLC, opened by explaining to
the board the applicant�s intention.
�Our plan is to expand, renovate and
improve the erstwhile Honeywell
Building,� said Mr. Santola, who
then displayed a rendering of the
proposed building, which would be
used as professional office space.

�You have done a very nice job in
enhancing this building,� stated Ken-
neth B. Marsh, Town Engineer and a
member of the board.

Mr. Santola then introduced ex-
pert witness Lance Blake, a licensed
New Jersey architect. Mr. Blake out-
lined the applicant�s reasons for the
planned major renovations.

�This building was originally built

in the 1970s, and was specifically
designed for Honeywell�s own pur-
poses back then,� he explained. �The
building is not conducive to our needs
as a professional office building,� he
added.

�We are proposing additional
square footage of approximately
45,000 square feet, which will re-
quire major structural changes,� Mr.
Blake continued.

�We will be gutting the building
and bringing it down to its skeletal
structure,� the architect stated. �We
will be constructing new stairwells,
elevators, bathrooms and major aes-
thetic changes such as a dramatically

School Bd. Reviews Citizens� Committee Findings
Regarding Proposed $11.7 Mil. Bond Referendum
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the regular meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education Tues-
day night, members analyzed the find-
ings and opinions of the Superinten-
dent of Schools� Citizens� Advisory
Committee on Capital Projects re-
garding the $11.7 million proposed
bond referendum.

The committee, which met for the
first time on September 12 at
Westfield High School, was supplied
with a �tentative� list of the proposed
projects under the referendum. Su-
perintendent of Schools, Dr. William
J. Foley said, �I think we�re off to a
good start.�

 �We want to save money by look-
ing for alternatives,� stated Dr. Foley,
�but we don�t want to shortchange
the education of our Westfield stu-
dents today or in the future.�

Dr. Foley summarized some of the
issues raised by committee members

during last Saturday�s meeting. Com-
mittee members suggested installing
curtains instead of replacing move-
able, motorized walls in the school
gymnasiums. This would deduct ap-
proximately $375,000 from the total
referendum cost.

Committee members also recom-
mended that seat replacement in the
Westfield High School auditorium be
purchased at $150 each through vol-
unteer efforts of music and theater
groups. This would deduct approxi-
mately $125,000 from the cost of the
referendum.

The committee suggested that the
proposed addition of 25 to 30 diago-
nal parking spaces at Franklin El-
ementary School should not be in-
cluded in the bond. Due to the esti-
mated $30,000 cost of the project and
the busy area around the school, Dr.
Foley said that this project required
further analysis.

The superintendent also noted that

the necessity of replacing old win-
dows at the front of the high school
remained a vital issue. He observed
that windows should also be replaced

around the gymnasium and the au-
ditorium.

Board Secretary Robert Berman
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WELCOMING THE PRESIDENTS�Pictured above are the various presidents
of the Westfield school district�s Parent-Teacher Associations and Parent-
Teacher Organizations at a recent meeting of the Parent Teacher Council. Please
see a story on Page 12.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Storm Cleanup Information
The Westfield Department of Public Works announced that cleanup efforts are

continuing following last week�s severe thunderstorm.
Public Works crews are expected to finish curbside pickup of storm debris on

the south side of town this week and then begin on the north side. Residents can
help speed up the process by parking all vehicles in driveways, off the streets.

Residents may bring storm debris to the Westfield Conservation Center on
Lamberts Mill Road from 8:30 a.m. until dusk weekdays and weekends. No permit
fees are required during the emergency cleanup period.

Persons who sustained property damage should first contact their homeowner�s
insurance company. Those who believe they may have a property damage claim
against the town may contact the Town Administrator�s Office at (908) 789-4040
for the necessary forms.

Other important phone numbers are as follows: Public Service Electric and Gas
Co., (732) 353-7000; Bell Atlantic, (800) 275-2355; Comcast Cablevision, (732)
602-7400; Westfield Police Department (non-emergency), (908) 232-1000.

Residents may also reach the DPW by calling the 24-hour Leaf Hotline at (908)
789-4120 and leave a message.

Through the use of a tub grinder, which is being leased to the town, residents
are invited to pick up free mulch that has been created from grinding storm debris.
There is no charge for the mulch.

Council Appropriates $200,000 for Storm Cleanup;
Teens Rip Council Over Demolition of Dirt Mounds

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In response to the Labor Day storm
which knocked out power to most of
the town, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil Tuesday night approved a
$200,000 appropriation for storm-
related expenses sustained by the
town.

Costs incurred by the town include
overtime for employees and the lease
of a grinder at the town�s Conserva-
tion Center for grinding storm de-
bris.

Officials said the appropriation will
be offset by state and federal funds.

In fact, State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco, a Scotch
Plains resident, has submitted a re-
quest to the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) for aid to com-
munities that sustained storm dam-
age, including Westfield.

These towns have submitted storm
damage expenses to the DOT total-
ing a half million dollars.

At last week�s Union County Free-
holder meeting, John A. Griffith,
Regional Public Affairs Manager for
the Public Service Electric and Gas
(PSE&G) company, told the board
that the power outages causes by the
storm were the worst in PSE&G�s
territory in 30 years.

Matt Riego, Business Performance
Leader with the public utility, said
over 200 primary power lines were
downed in the county from the storm.

While some residents have been
critical of the response from PS&G,
officials said utility company person-
nel were out on the road right after
the storm hit to assess damage and

prioritize where crews were needed.
Several trucks were dispatched to
Westfield the day of the storm.

The utility called in help from out
of state in addition to crews from
around New Jersey. More than 300
hotel rooms were booked in the area
for PSE&G crews.

While town officials last week
noted the damage was widespread,
the south side of town � particularly
in the area of Shadowlawn Drive,
Shackamaxon Road and Scotch
Plains Avenue � was hardest hit.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim noted in
a town-wide letter sent out Monday
that 1,000 trees were downed or dam-
aged. Some homes were still without
telephone or cable television service
as of Monday.

Town Engineer and Director of
Public Works Kenneth B. Marsh told
The Westfield Leader Tuesday that
DPW crews have been working from
early morning until dusk, seven days
a week, since the storm occurred.
This will be the last weekend that
crews will be out cleaning up.

In other business, teenagers who
set up an obstacle course in a wooded
area off of Dunham Avenue were
critical of the town�s decision to de-
molish dirt hills and ramps they had
created.

Matthew Borchin of
Cowperthwaite Place said he and his
friends were �confused� and �sur-
prised� by the town�s bulldozing of
the dirt mounds.

Mayor Jardim, who took responsi-
bility for the town�s action, said the
teenagers were entitled to a �fair
hearing� before the Recreation Com-

mission.
He later said, at the request of

council members, that Recreation
Director Glenn Burrell will be con-

tacted to meet with the youngsters to
see if the sport can be organized as a
Recreation Commission activity.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

IS IT RED OR GREEN?...Police stand by last Friday at the intersection of East
Broad and Elm Street after the traffic signal was apparently struck by a
motorist. Pedestrians also an adventure trying to walk around the signal.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

HARD HIT...Coleman Place was hard hit by last week�s storm with a number
of trees blown down by the high winds from the Labor Day weather crisis. The
winds were clocked in some areas of the county at 100-miles-per-hour.
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Parent-Teacher Council
Welcomes PTA Presidents

WESTFIELD � The Westfield
Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) wel-
comed the 1998-1999 elementary,
intermediate and high school Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) presi-
dents at its opening meeting on Sep-
tember 3.

The meeting was held at the school
administration building on Elm
Street.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley and Board of Education
President Darielle Walsh addressed
the officers of the PTC and the 15
parent volunteers who head the nine
different PTAs at the Westfield

schools.
New Business Administrator Rob-

ert Berman was also introduced to
the council.

The Westfield PTC is a group of
volunteers which promotes liai-
sons between Westfield parents
and schools. Among the activities
for which the PTC is responsible
are Youth Art Month, in which
downtown businesses showcase
student art; Night Place, interme-
diate school student gatherings
with disc jockeys, and scholar-
ship awards for graduating se-
niors.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

VOTERS
PULSE BOX

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
• Lillian Strowbridge, 35, of

Plainfield was arrested on theft charges
at the South Avenue convenience store
where she works, according to police,
after she allegedly pocketed money meant
for the cash register. She was issued a
summons and released on her own recog-
nizance.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
• Ari Asin, 32, of Westfield was ar-

rested at Central Avenue near Park Av-
enue and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine, authorities said. Asin
posted $1,000 bail and was released.

• A gas grill was reported stolen from
Over Hill Street.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
• A ladder valued at approximately

$30 was reported stolen from a side
porch on Prospect Street.

• A 10-speed bicycle valued at $370
was reported stolen from the front porch
of a South Avenue residence.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
• A cellular telephone was reported

stolen from a motor vehicle which was
parked in the rear of a Genesee Trail
residence.

• A bicycle was reported stolen from
Mindowaskin Park on East Broad Street.

• Matthew Garton, 23, of Brooklyn
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana
after he was stopped for speeding at
Pearl Street and Central Avenue, police
said. Garton was released on $500 bail.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
• A gold wedding band valued at

approximately $4,000 was reported sto-
len from a Highland Avenue residence.

• A 16-year-old Westfield resident
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing a bottle of cough syrup from a South
Avenue pharmacy, according to police.
The youth was released to the custody of
his grandparents.

• Michael White, 34, of Staten Island
was arrested on East Broad Street and
charged with driving with a suspended
license, authorities confirmed. White was
released after posting $225 bail.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
• Byron A. Lisardo, 21, of Plainfield

was arrested at South Avenue and charged
with being an unlicensed driver, authori-
ties said. Lisardo posted $200 bail and
was released.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
• A resident of a local care facility

reported the theft of $471 from a

nightstand drawer in her bedroom.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
• Gabriel Guerrero, 26, and Xenia

Pereyra, 20, both of Elizabeth, were ar-
rested and charged with theft by decep-
tion at a North Avenue department store,
according to police.

Authorities said Pereyra, a cashier at
the store, and Guerrero allegedly at-
tempted to steal $1,287 worth of mer-
chandise. Both suspects were released
on bail.

• A resident of the 500 block of West
Broad Street reported that someone
punched out the driver�s side window of
his vehicle, which was parked in front of
his home.

• A Westfield Avenue resident re-
ported that someone smashed the front
right window of her vehicle while it was
parked in front of her house.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• A New Jersey license plate, bearing

the number 8D5TI, was reported stolen
from a moped which was parked at a
bicycle rack at Westfield High School on
Dorian Road.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
• A 13-year-old Westfield resident

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing a black leather belt valued at $18.95
from an East Broad Street clothing store,
police said. The youngster was released
to his parents� custody.

• Police reported that six pairs of
denim pants and two sweaters were shop-
lifted from a Central Avenue clothing
store. The suspect was witnessed enter-
ing a vehicle which then left the scene.

• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of $12,000 worth of
jewelry from his home. There were no
signs of forced entry and no suspects in
the case, authorities confirmed.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
• A Clark Street resident reported

that her home was burglarized after some-
one pried open a rear door on the first
floor. Police had not received a list of
stolen items from the victim as of press
time.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
• A Sandra Circle resident reported

the theft of a bicycle valued at $225 from
the corner of Elm and East Broad Streets.

• Police received a report that some-
one forcibly entered a Central Avenue
restaurant and stole cash.

• Cash was reported stolen from a
safe at a Windsor Avenue business, ac-
cording to police.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
• Two hundred and twenty-five storm

related calls were answered by the Fire
Department � calls consisted of downed
trees, limbs, public service wires, poles
and cable lines.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
• Six hundred block of South Avenue

West � brush fire.
• Four hundred block of Everson Place

� electrical short.
• Seven hundred block of Lenape Trail

� carbon monoxide detector activation.
• Two hundred block of

Cowperthwaite Place � system malfunc-
tion.

• Two hundred block of Orchard
Street � system malfunction.

• Four hundred block of Springfield
Avenue � wires arcing.

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
� system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Marlboro
Street � lock out.

• Four hundred block of Springfield
Avenue � power line down.

• One hundred block of Cardinal
Drive � service call.

• Eight hundred block of Summit
Avenue � power line down.

• Westfield Avenue and
Shackamaxon Drive � service call.

• Birch Place and Forest Avenue �
power line down.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• Five hundred block of Downer

Street � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Two hundred block of Watchung
Fork � system malfunction.

• Three hundred block of Orenda
Circle � carbon monoxide detector acti-

vation.
• Ten hundred block of Columbus

Avenue � service call.
• Nine hundred block of Irving Av-

enue � removed large branch from road-
way.

• Seven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue � removed branch from drive-
way.

• Four hundred block of Wychwood
Road � unintentional alarm.

• Eleven hundred block of Summit
Avenue � removed tree limb and branches
from sidewalk.

• Seven hundred block of Fairacres �
power line down.

• One hundred block of Cottage Place
� service call.

• Three hundred block of First Street
� power line down.

• Seven hundred block of Bradford
Avenue � power line down.

• Four hundred block of South Euclid
Avenue � service call.

• Three hundred block of Windsor
Avenue � odor investigation.

• One hundred block of Tudor Oval �
power line down.

• Eleven hundred block of Tice Place
� wires arcing in tree.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road � system malfunction.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street � traffic light down in street.
• Three hundred block of North Av-

enue West � brush fire.
• Twelve hundred block of Rahway

Avenue � automobile accident.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Moss Avenue

� smoke odor investigation.
• One hundred block of Park Street �

wires down.
• One hundred block of Plymouth

Road � wires arcing.
• Seven hundred block of Norman

Place � lock out.
• Three hundred block of Tuttle Park-

way � telephone wire down.
• One hundred block of Summit Court

� wire down.
• Four hundred block of Montauk

Place � arcing wire.
• Seven hundred block of Summit

Avenue � odor investigation.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
• Tamaques Park � secured electrical

service.
• Eight hundred block of Shadowlawn

Drive � smoke odor investigation.
• Four hundred block of North Av-

enue West � emergency medical call.
• One hundred block of Ayliffe Av-

enue � removed tree from driveway.
• Two hundred block of Terminal

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of North Cot-

tage Place � good intent call.
• Four hundred block of Hillside Av-

enue � brush fire.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

• Shackamaxon Drive and Scotch
Plains Avenue � power line down.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ad Hoc Committee Reviews
Options for $100,000 Grant

�downtown area,� which he stated
�was the original intention of the
grant that was applied for.�

He stated that since the town has
no �town center,� he felt money
should be used to improve the
Mindowaskin overlook. He said the
area �falls outside the parameters of
downtown, but will enhance the
downtown area.�

Representatives from the Recre-
ation Commission were also on hand,
including Chairman Seymour
Koslowski, who stated that the money

should be used for currently bud-
geted projects, including revamping
fields and upgrading parks.

He also stated that he did not see a
need for an ad hoc committee be-
cause the Recreation Department
takes ideas from Westfield citizens
on an ongoing basis.

The ad hoc committee consists of
Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh, Vice Chairman of the Recre-
ation Commission Sal Antonelli,
Recreation Director Glen Burrell, and
Councilman McDermott.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Realty Firm Gains Nod
To Expand Building

different front entrance,� he noted.
Mr. Blake pointed out to the board

that �the existing building does, in
fact, have many non-complying is-
sues simply because of the age of the
building. He emphasized, however,
that �all our renovations will totally
comply with all ordinances.�

Because the project calls for an
additional two stories on the build-
ing, the board expressed concern over
the height of the structure once the
work is complete. Mr. Blake assured
the board that the building would not
exceed the local ordinance which
establishes a maximum building
height of between 40 and 43.5 feet.

Adam Slater, a consultant to Ettnor
Partners, LLC, spoke to board mem-
bers on behalf of the applicant. He
stated that �we want to enhance this
building in order to bring it to
Westfield�s standard.

Lastly, expert witness Mike
Lanzafama, a licensed New Jersey
professional engineer and planner,
took the stand and walked the board
through a lengthy and technical de-
scription of the actual site plan and
its proposed changes, all within ordi-
nance requirements.

He mentioned issues, as per the
board�s request, which will be met.
Landscaping, parking space widths,
loading zones, the redesign of the
parking lot and granite curbing
around the building all meet ordi-
nance requirements as per the site
plan, according to Mr. Lanzafama.

The future monument sign for the
building is to conform with Westfield
ordinances and outdoor lighting sur-
rounding the parking lot and load-
ing areas will require SL2100 watt
fixtures. Granite curbing and addi-
tional parking areas will also be
required.

Another condition of the approval
is that paved walkways be placed in
the parking area as per local ordi-
nance. Overall, board members indi-
cated that they were quite pleased
with the proposed plan and looking
forward to the renovated site.

In a second case, the Planning
Board passed a motion for final site
plan approval for an application sub-
mitted by Conjoe Realty Company

Inc., which plans to lease a three-
story building it owns at 530 South
Avenue. The future tenants plan to
operate an antiques mart, known as
Westfield Circle Antiques Center, at
that location. It is tentatively sched-
uled to open in mid-October.

An adjoining building on the prop-
erty which had housed Andrea�s Fur-
niture was razed last month. The
space where that building stood will
serve as parking for the antique busi-
ness. Conjoe Realty received pre-
liminary site plan approval from the
board last month.

The first and second floors of the
remaining building will be used for
the antique mart, while the third
story will be for storage.

Attorney Arthur Attenasio, repre-
senting Conjoe Realty, submitted
approved documentation from the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation for curbing and curb cuts to be
made on the site. This documenta-
tion was necessary since South Av-
enue is a state highway.

Since the east side of the building
is exposed to westbound traffic, the
board set as a condition that Conjoe
revise the facade on the east side of
the building by creating a neater
looking appearance of the stucco and
brick.

�We will sandblast the brick and
stucco to clean up the cement to
create a more appealing look,� stated
Donald R. Guariello, who created
the site plan.

Board Chairman Martin Robbins
stated that �from an aesthetic point of
view, we will enjoy looking at this
building.�

Lastly, town resident, Roberto
Olivares and Denise DiBlasi Olivares
of 407 West Grove Street and Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Jones of 409 West Grove
Street, sought a minor subdivision
with a variance from the board.

The applicants requested permis-
sion to reposition the property line
between their two abutting lots in
order to make the Olivares� driveway
approximately one foot wider.

The board unanimously granted
approval since Mr. and Mrs. Jones
were in complete agreement with the
request.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

added that the board is still await-
ing an estimated cost for wiring the
schools for computers. Dr. Foley
added that additional adjustments
would be made for projects pro-
posed under the bond.

The Citizens� Advisory Commit-
tee is made up of parents, senior
citizens, local business representa-
tives, teachers and other interested
residents. Among the members are
Daria Bonavita, Cyndi Cockren,
Sherri Cognetti, Lucille Davy, Faye
DeGoff, Susan Dodge, Edna
Edelman, Jane Fietkiewicz,
Michael Fox, Eri Golembo and Lee
Hale.

Other members include Cindy
Heinbach, Susan Jacobson, Gary
McCready, Deborah McCullam,
Deborah Montick, Eileen
Passananti, Kimberly Rhodes,
Anne Riegel, Warren Rorden, Jill
Sitcer, Glenn Tucker, William
Wallace, Stuart Williams, Merry
Wisler, and Marty Zervas.

The Committee also looked at
the district�s enrollment with Dr.
Foley, who said that redistricting
cannot solve overcrowding on the
elementary level now, or in the fu-
ture.

He noted that there was adequate
space at Edison and Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools overall for the
projected student population.

Although the enrollment crunch
at the high school can be tempo-
rarily alleviated by transforming a
former auto shop section, graphic
arts classroom and office space into
four classrooms and a storage area,
the board is considering leasing
space at the Westfield National
Guard Armory by the year 2003, or
utilizing the former Lincoln School
building as a solution.

Dr. Foley explained, �If projec-
tions of 1,600 to 1,700 high school
students becomes a reality by 2003,
we may need as many as 11 addi-
tional rooms.�

He said there are at least 10 fewer
classrooms in the high school to-
day due to the expansion of the
library and the addition of com-
puter labs, and special education
classrooms.

If Lincoln School was converted
into a regular elementary school,
Dr. Foley remarked, it would cost
an estimated $3 million. Operat-
ing costs for such a conversion
would cost $400,000 to $500,000,
he said.

Resident Charlie Mierswa sug-
gested that the board reach out to
the community to explain to resi-

dents that there are also non-in-
structional costs included in the
referendum.

�We�ve got one shot now at get-
ting the bond issue through,� he
stressed, �I don�t want to go through
this four years hence.�

�I�ll be comfortable when it (the
referendum) is passed,� he con-
cluded.

The advisory committee will meet
on Tuesday, September 22, at 7:30
p.m. at Franklin School, where tech-
nology issues will be discussed.

The committee will meet on Sun-
day, September 27, at McKinley
Elementary School, and the final
meeting will be held on Sunday,
October 4, at Roosevelt School.

The board will hold its next regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, October 6,
at 8 p.m. The board also voted to
meet on Thursday, October 8, at 8
p.m. to discuss Citizens� Advisory
Committee reports and the pro-
posed projects suggested under the
referendum. They will also vote on
whether or not the board should
proceed with the referendum.

This meeting will be solely de-
voted to the bond referendum is-
sue, and the board will not vote at
that time on the projects involved
in the bond, simply whether or not
they should proceed with it.

The board also voted to move the
official voting day for the referen-
dum from Tuesday, December 8, to
Tuesday, December 15, because the
earlier date is a Holy Day of Obli-
gation for Catholics.

Finally, the board reported that,
beginning Monday, September 28,
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., the
Westfield High School Library will
be open for computer research and
Internet access.

Trained librarians will be avail-
able to assist parents and students
on 10 computers in the library.
Younger children must be accom-
panied by an adult, and this service
will be available only on Monday
nights.

Board President Darielle Walsh
reported that the Sunday, June 21,
high school graduation date had
been well received by both parents
and staff members at a recent meet-
ing of the high school�s Parent
Teacher Organization. The time of
the event has been tentatively sched-
uled for 4 p.m.

Tuesday night�s meeting will
be broadcast on TV 36 tonight,
Thursday, September 17, at 10
p.m., and this Monday, Septem-
ber 21, at 9 p.m.

Board of Education Reviews
Proposed Bond Referendum
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Town Council Appropriates
$200,000 for Storm Cleanup
Heather Marks, 16, of Fanwood,

told the council that the activity is
�something we can all do together.�

Kyle Davidson of Lincoln Road
accused the council of �going behind
our backs� and destroying the mounds
after the youngsters had pleaded just
last month for the governing body to
leave them intact.

Officials had explained that the
activity, on town-owned land, is not
sanctioned by the municipality. Thus,
the town could be legally liable in the
event a serious injury occurs as a
result of the activity.

Greg Buntain, 14, of Scotch Plains
Avenue questioned why bike jump-
ing has been singled out as a danger-
ous activity, when youngsters get hurt
in town playing organized sports.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott said the other sports
in question are approved by the Rec-
reation Commission. He also ques-
tioned why the youngsters do not
wear protective equipment such as
helmets when doing their jumps.

Blair Richardson of Sinclair Place
said the teenagers did not have the
resources for equipment.

Mayor Jardim, following the rec-
ommendation of council members,
told the teenagers to take the issue up
with Mr. Burrell. The Mayor said he
will be in contact with Mr. Burrell
and the Recreation Commission to
ensure that the issue is brought be-
fore that body.

The council adopted a revised and
updated land use ordinance for the
town.

According to the ordinance, the
new code has been �designed to make
the ordinance easier to use and un-
derstand, to make the ordinance con-
sistent with current state and federal
laws and court decisions to
streamline...the processing of minor
development applications, and to
implement numerous desired proce-
dural and substantive policies con-
cerning the use and development of
land.�

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman noted that,
except for adopting the town budget,

the revision of the town�s zoning
ordinance is the most important docu-
ment worked on by council mem-
bers.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan described the zoning ordi-
nance as a �living, breathing docu-
ment� that continues to be updated
over time. Copies of the document
are available for sale from the town
in book form or on diskette.
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ucts at the fair.
The following streets will be closed

on Sunday at 6 a.m. for the activities:
East Broad Street from North Av-
enue to Central Avenue, all of Quimby
Street, Elm Street from North Av-
enue to the Texaco Station, and Pros-
pect Street from North Avenue to
Ferris Place.

Parking is prohibited in the
FestiFall area all day on Sunday.
Downtown businesses in the area
should remind employees not to park
in the activity area or in the munici-
pal lots surrounding the activity area.

Downtown residents are reminded
to use municipal lots for parking,
opening before 8 a.m. and after 7:30
p.m.

Pets, skateboarding, and roller
blading are prohibited in the FestiFall
area. This rule is for the safety of
attendees of all ages, and also for the
safety of the animals.

FestiFall attendees are encouraged
to park in the train station lot on
South Avenue. This will provide the
closest access to the activity area,
with easy access to North Avenue
through the new train underpass.

Admission and parking are free,
according to Chamber Executive
Director Debbie Schmidt. She urged
all residents to bring their families
for a day of fun.

For further information, please

FestiFall Street Fair
Scheduled for Sunday

contact the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce at (908) 233-3021 or
the promoter, The Advertising Alli-
ance, at (908) 996-3036.

Exercise Programming
To be Workshop Topic
At �Y� During October

The Westfield �Y,� 220 Clark
Street in Westfield, will host a Con-
tinuing Education Workshop on Ex-
ercise Programming for the Active
Older Adult on Sunday, October 11,
from 2 to 5 p.m.

This training is appropriate for in-
dividuals who work with senior citi-
zens and design programs to improve
physical fitness for older adults, ac-
cording to �Y� spokeswoman Karen
F. Simon.

An overview of the physiology of
aging will be presented, along with
detailed information needed to design
and teach an effective exercise class to
the senior population.

Kathy Geller, an exercise instructor
and personal trainer certified by the
American Council on Exercise, will be
the presenter.

The fee for this course is $60, and
provides .3 Continuing Education Cred-
its from the American Council on Ex-
ercise.

Interested individuals may register
in person at the Westfield �Y,� or call
Karen Simon at (908) 233-2700, Ex-
tension No. 246, for more information.

Victoria Geller Earns
Degree in Nursing

WESTFIELD � Victoria Geller
of Westfield earned a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Nursing from
Wilkes University on May 16.

Ms. Geller, who was granted her
license to practice as a registered
nurse in the State of New Jersey on
July 22, is currently employed at
Hackensack University Medical
Center.
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