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William A. Burke  for The Times

SHE WON�T BITE...Sara Moore is introduced to the Easter Bunny, otherwise
known as Dorris Terry, by her mother, Mary Beth Moore, during last Saturday�s
Fanwood Easter Egg Party in the Borough. Ms. Terry has played the part of the
Bunny for over 30 years.

William A. Burke for The Times

AND THEIR OFF...Young Fanwoodians begin their quest for Easter eggs
during last Saturday�s Easter Egg Party, sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation
Department.

DINOMITE EXPLORATION�Kindergarten and first-grade students at J.
Ackerman Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains explored  dinosaurs during
the school�s After School Enrichment Program. Children crafted fossils; painted
Tyrannosaurus Rex banks; designed dinosaur masks; painted dinosaur cut-
outs; and painted and stuffed Triceratops pillows. Students learned about a
different dinosaur each week and used a tape measure to see how big and small
the creatures were.

FOR THE ARTS...Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly recently convened a
meeting of the newly-established Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee at the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, formerly the Fanwood Carriage
House. Pictured, left to right, are: Committee members Robert Chang, Dan
Weiss and Dee O�Brien, Mayor Connelly, and Committee member Adele Kenny.
(See Story on Page 12)

Fanwood Council Adopts $5.6 Million Budget;
Focus Groups Recommended for Dean Oil Site

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

During a special meeting preced-
ing its Monday night agenda session,
the Fanwood Borough Council for-
mally adopted its municipal budget
of $5.6 million for 1999, along with
several ordinances which were also
introduced last month.

The spending plan, unveiled on
March 3, is the third in five years to
reflect a 0 percent increase in the
municipal portion of residents� tax
bills. It calls for $3,069,559 in real
estate taxes, with the remainder to be
funded through grants.

Residents will continue to pay
$1.40 per $100 of assessed value on
their homes. The average house in
Fanwood is assessed at $83,000, with
a market value of between $190,000
and $210,000. Flat budgets were also
delivered in 1995 and again in 1997.

Officials adopted their 1999 capi-
tal ordinance, which reallocates funds
left over from previous street recon-
struction projects, to be used toward
resurfacing of Waldon Road and Old
South Avenue, East. In addition, a
bond ordinance was adopted appro-
priating $533,500 and authorizing
issuance of $506,825 in bonds for
general improvements to the mu-
nicipality.

Among the planned projects are
road reconstruction and resurfacing,
curb and sidewalk repair and re-
placement, borough property, sani-
tary sewer and storm water improve-
ments, and the proposed expansion
of an existing park building for use as
a multi-purpose facility.

Also adopted were two salary ordi-
nances, one covering non-union em-
ployees and the other for members of
Fanwood�s Department of Public
Works.

An ordinance approving the
borough�s participation in the Union
County Improvement Authority�s
capital lease program for purchase of
various types of equipment also re-
ceived a green light from the council,
as did a decree waiving permit fees
for disabled individuals to acquire
certain construction permits.

Funding for planned street reno-
vations prompted questions from sev-
eral audience members, including
two Pleasant Avenue residents who
argued against a proposal to put side-
walks on their street.

Richard Keller, who has lived on
the street more than 30 years, said
there have been no pedestrian inju-
ries caused by vehicles on Pleasant
Avenue in his memory, and argued
that to install sidewalks, �you have to
cut down a lot of trees that make the
street very attractive.�

Another Pleasant Avenue resident,
Robert Buck, stated the real problem
involves motorists who travel around
a bend in the road too quickly. He
recommended that rumble strips be
installed at the beginning and end of

the curve to encourage drivers to
slow down, and that tickets be issued
to speeders.

Borough engineer Richard
Marsden said plans for placing side-
walks along Pleasant Avenue origi-
nated in 1994 out of concern for
children walking to and from several
nearby schools and Forest Road Park.
Although design work was recently
completed for sidewalks and re-pav-
ing of Pleasant Avenue, he said fund-
ing for the project had not yet been
budgeted.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly rec-
ommended that a meeting be held
between local officials and residents
of Pleasant Avenue to discuss the
sidewalk issue. Mr. Marsden pro-
jected that such a meeting would
probably take place in May.

During the agenda meeting which
followed, the governing body heard
two brief presentations concerning
downtown revitalization, particularly
related to the Dean Oil site on
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Mayor Announces Decision Not to Seek Second
Term; Contemplates Second Congressional Challenge

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly an-
nounced this week that she will not
seek a second term in November,
saying she did not feel it was fair to
Fanwood residents to commit to an-
other four years while anticipating a
second bid for Congress in the year
2000.

�It was a very difficult decision but
the right one for me and for the
people of Fanwood,� Mrs. Connelly
revealed in a statement issued Mon-
day afternoon. Mrs. Connelly was
elected to her inaugural term as Mayor
in 1995.

�I do not feel it would be right to
say I am committed to another four-
year term as Mayor, only to turn
around and announce a run for Con-
gress in 2000,� she added.

Mayor Connelly, who is only the
third woman and the third Democrat
to be elected as Mayor of Fanwood
since the borough was founded more

than a century ago, challenged Re-
publican Congressman Bob Franks
for his Seventh District seat last year.
Though she didn�t win, she did cap-
ture 46 percent of the vote.

The Seventh District comprises all
or sections of 34 communities in
Union, Middlesex, Somerset and
Essex Counties. In Union County, 17
towns are included in the heavily
Republican district, among them
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

�I weighed the pros and cons,�
Mrs. Connelly said of her decision
not to pursue another term as Mayor.
�Certainly there are no guarantees in
either race, and I decided to dedicate
all of my attention to forming an
exploratory committee to evaluate
the feasibility of another Congres-
sional run.�

Mrs. Connelly�s public career has
spanned nearly two decades. �My
service to Fanwood began 18 years
ago because of my belief that you
have no right to complain unless you

Mayor Connelly

are willing to do something about it,�
she stated.

�I had a problem with a property

behind my recently purchased home,
and was very concerned about storm
water and flooding,� she recalled. �I
started going to Planning Board meet-

ings, and the rest is history.�
Mrs. Connelly, who retired last

year after 28 years with AT&T, has
served the borough in various ca-
pacities. Prior to her election as
Mayor, she was a Fanwood council-
woman for nine years, during which
time she also held the positions of
Council President and Police Com-
missioner.

She has also been a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board and the
Environmental Commission, as well
as Liaison to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board of
Trustees.

In addition, she is Vice President
of the Union County League of May-
ors and immediate Past President of
the New Jersey Association of Elected
Women Officials.

Among the milestones highlighted
by Mayor Connelly as having oc-
curred during her long public service
tenure were the conversion of the

former LaGrande School into a facil-
ity of Children�s Specialized Hospi-
tal, and the transformation of the
erstwhile Mansion Hotel on South
Avenue into The Chelsea at Fanwood,
an assisted living center.

In addition, she cited preservation
of the historic Fanwood Train Sta-
tion and the Carriage House, which
was recently renamed the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center in
memory of Fanwood�s first woman
Mayor.

�I am also extremely proud that I
was able to represent the borough
and develop the first single-family
housing plan that was accepted by
the Council on Affordable Housing,�
she added. �It just shows that if you
believe in something you have to
keep on fighting.�

Mayor Connelly remarked that,
�no one person can claim responsi-
bility for all of these accomplish-
ments. I can only say I am proud to
have played a small role. I love this
community.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mayor, Council
Candidates Picked
By Fanwood Dems

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Democratic Club�s
annual General Meeting drew more
than 30 residents to the LaGrande
Park Recreation Building Tuesday
night, where they met and listened to
various local candidates running for
office this year.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr. will be the Democratic
candidate for the Mayor�s seat. On
Monday, Democratic Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly formally an-
nounced her decision not to seek a
second term, citing an anticipated
second run for Congress in the year
2000.

Mr. Populus, a longtime borough
resident, is currently serving his sec-
ond full term as a councilman, hav-
ing first been appointed to fill a va-
cancy on the governing body in 1993.
He was elected to his first full term
the following year.

The candidate currently chairs the
council�s Administration and Finance
Committee, and three years ago was
named as Fanwood�s first represen-
tative to the Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority.

He has also been successful in
bringing thousands of dollars in grant
money to Fanwood, for playgrounds
and downtown improvements.

Through his work with the
Fanwood Community Assessment
Committee, Councilman Populus has

designed a plan for the borough�s
future, in the hopes of achieving an
�All-American City� designation.
Copies of this plan are available at
Borough Hall.

If elected, Mr. Populus said he
plans on running the same type of
�open government� that Mayor
Connelly maintained. He also pledged
to continue pursuing grants for the
municipality to ensure that taxes re-
main low.

Patricia Plante and Adele Kenny
are the Democratic choices for the
two open council seats currently held
by Republicans Louis C. Jung and
Stuart S. Kline. Mrs. Plante, who has
lived in Fanwood for the past decade,
ran for a seat on the governing body
two years ago, but lost in a close race.

She remarked that she is enthusi-
astic and confident she can win this
time. The candidate, who has served
on many committees over the years,
stated that she looks forward to sup-
porting Mr. Populus and �becoming
part of a great team.�

Ms. Kenny is well known in
Fanwood for having developed the
poetry reading series at the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, for-
merly known as the Carriage House,
on Watson Road. She has lived in
Fanwood for 25 years and considers
this to be her hometown now.

She expressed her deep desire to be
involved in service to the community,

Times Survey Reveals Scotch Plains Citizens Are Angry
Over Council�s Proposed Six-Point Municipal Tax Hike

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

�My taxes are high enough.� That
sentiment, expressed by one Scotch
Plains resident earlier this week,
summed up the opinions heard in gen-
eral about the proposed 1999 town-

ship budget, and the accompanying
six-point municipal tax hike, during an
informal survey conducted recently by
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in the downtown.

Several residents who spoke to The
Times were puzzled at the steep tax
increase being proposed, especially in
relation to the services the township gov-
ernment provides, as well as the lower
tax hikes on tap in neighboring towns.

In proposing its $16.7 million bud-
get last month, the Democratic-led
Township Council ignored Republi-
can calls to use some of the $3.05
million surplus to offset the need for
what the GOP termed the biggest tax
increase in Scotch Plains this decade.

Mayor Geri M. Samuel told The
Times last week that draining too much
of the surplus would harm Scotch
Plains� AA bond rating.

Andy Calamaras, a property owner
in Scotch Plains, said he was �per-
plexed, given the surplus, why we�re
raising taxes.� He told The Times he
doesn�t �buy the excuse that using too
much of the surplus would hurt our
bond rating. That hasn�t happened over
all these years.�

Calling the proposed tax increase

�too much for a town like this,� resi-
dent Michael Sorrentino said local gov-
ernment services don�t really add up to
much. �We don�t have a paid fire de-
partment,� he said. �And the spring
cleanup has been scaled back as well.�

He remarked that �a lot of people
who built this town can�t afford to live
here anymore,� adding that he, too, is
in the process of selling his own home.

One resident, who wished to remain
anonymous, said residents �pay enough
as it is,� and went on to blast not only
the present local government, but Re-
publicans who led the council for more
than a decade, along with the adminis-
tration of Governor Christine Todd
Whitman in Trenton.

This resident wryly told The Times he
looked forward to benefiting from Gov-
ernor Whitman�s property tax rebate pro-
posal, and said he had recently told State
Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
of Scotch Plains �to shape up or else� on
the tax issue if he hoped to be elected
Governor at some point in the future.

He also criticized Democrats cur-
rently serving on the council, saying
he�s seen �no viable change since they
came in,� as well as former Republi-
can Mayor Joan Papen.

He recounted meeting with her dur-
ing her tenure and complaining that
Scotch Plains wasn�t doing as much
for its downtown as Cranford and
Westfield had done. Her response, ac-
cording to this resident: �What do you
expect? Scotch Plains is a blue-collar
town.�

One resident told The Times she
backs the budget proposal. Deborah
Livingston, when asked about the six-
point tax increase, argued that the gov-
ernment has �little control over most of
(the budget.) Most of it is contractual,�
she stated.
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27th ANNUAL BOOK SALE

April 13 thru April 17
Westfield Memorial Library � 550 East Broad Street

Please Deliver Donated Books April 9, Noon-5pm
April 10, 9am-5pm � April 12, 9am-Noon
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Irma�s Hallmark to Raise
Funds for Breast Cancer

FANWOOD � Irma�s Hallmark
Shop, a Hallmark Gold Crown
Store, will participate in the fight
against breast cancer by offering
�Cards for the Cure,� a free, spe-
cially-designed card created by
Hallmark artist Paula Krekovich, a
breast cancer survivor.

Through the campaign, Hallmark
Gold Crown Stores, including Irma�s
Hallmark Shop, will donate a mini-
mum of $1 million to the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
for research, education, screening
and treatment programs.

Fanwood shoppers can help raise
even more money with every Hall-
mark card they buy at a Hallmark
Gold Crown store between Sunday,
April 18, and Sunday, May 2. The
more cards that are sold, the more

dollars that can be raised, according
to Michelle Horton, a spokeswoman
for Hallmark Cards, Inc.

Costumers who purchase any Hall-
mark greeting card at a Hallmark
Gold Crown store during the �Cards
for the Cure� program will receive
the free card.

The first in a series designed ex-
clusively for the annual �Cards for
the Cure� program, the card features
a detachable postcard with comple-
menting art, and a special message
about the importance of yearly
mammograms and monthly breast
self-examinations in the early detec-
tion of breast cancer.

The recipient of the card can then
detach the postcard and send it to
someone they care about, Ms. Horton
stated.

Mayor Connelly Convenes
Meeting of Arts Committee
FANWOOD � Mayor Maryanne

S. Connelly of Fanwood recently con-
vened the first meeting of the
Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee
at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center, formerly the Fanwood
Carriage House.

The committee�s aim is to bring a
diversified cultural arts program to
the borough.

According to Mayor Connelly, the
committee was established to work
toward full realization of cultural
arts opportunities and potentials in
Fanwood with the goal of enriching
and expanding arts activities offered
by the local community that will
attract audiences from within and
beyond all areas of Union County.

Mayor Connelly and the commit-
tee are committed to making the
Kuran Center a vital and active cen-
ter for the arts.

Union County Freeholder Linda d.
Stender, a former Fanwood Mayor
and Councilwoman, joined Mayor
Connelly and Carriage House Poetry
Series Director Ms. Kenny, the di-
rector of the Carriage House Poetry
Series.

�We have established a Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee to work
toward full realization of cultural
arts opportunities in Fanwood with
the goal of enriching arts activities
offered by the local community that
will attract audiences from Union
County and beyond,� Freeholder

Stender stated.
�As long-time Fanwood residents,

we are committed to providing a
showcase for the finest artistic ex-
pression available,� Mayor Connelly
added.

Freeholder Stender first worked
with Mayor Connelly and Ms. Kenny
last year when they created the Car-
riage House Poetry Reading Series.
The series uses grant money from the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs and funding
from the Borough of Fanwood and
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts.

�This is a very impressive series
that has featured internationally
known poets including the 1998 Na-
tional Book Award winner Gerald
Stern, Guggenheim Fellowship re-
cipient Stephen Dunn and Poetry
Coordinator of the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation Renee Ashley,�
said Freeholder Chairman Nicholas
P. Scutari.

The committee is made up of
representatives from the
Philathalians Theater Group, the
Historic Preservation Committee,
the Fanwood Library and the Car-
riage House Poetry Series. The
group is looking to use the Fanwood
Carriage House, that was renamed
The Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center after the late Fanwood
mayor who helped preserve it, for
its programs.

Visitors Invited to Discover
UCVTS� Technology Center
SCOTCH PLAINS � The Union

County Educational Technology Train-
ing Center will be open to visitors
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 14.

Located in Room 207 of Mancuso
Hall, on the Union County Vocational
Technical Schools campus at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, the center
provides staff development for kinder-
garten through grade 12 educators, both
public and non-public, using state-of-
the-art techniques in computer hardware,
software and peripherals.

Exhibits and demonstrations of satel-

lite communications, interactive televi-
sion, video conferencing, software inte-
gration, networking and high-speed
Internet capabilities will be featured dur-
ing the open house.

Technology and resource vendors will
be on hand to provide information and
answer questions. �Get acquainted�
workshops are also on the itinerary.

Refreshments will be served and ample
parking is available on the campus.

For further information regarding the
visitation sessions or the Training Center
itself, call Lisa Greenberg, coordinator,
at (908) 889-3810.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 29
• A Myrtle Avenue resident reported

the theft of jewelry taken from the resi-
dence. The incident appears to have oc-
curred over the weekend. There were no
signs of forced entry into the house.

• A Grant Avenue resident reported
the theft of miscellaneous personal items
taken over the past week. There were no
signs of forced entry into the house. The
incident does not appear related to the
Myrtle Avenue report, police said.

• Police reported that three cars were
entered in the 1700 block of East Second
Street. Change and a flashlight were
reportedly taken. All vehicles were un-
locked. The incident occurred over the
weekend.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31
• Report of graffiti painted on several

doors and the athletic field house. The
incident occurred over the weekend.

FRIDAY, APRIL 2
• A resident of Everts Avenue re-

ported paying a contractor to repair a
pool. It is believed the incident to be a

fraud, police said.
SATURDAY, APRIL 3

• Police received a report of a theft of
a cellular phone from a vehicle parked on
Johnson Street.

• Jason Wehrenberg, 18, of Asbury,
was arrested by Officer Paul Belford
after it was determined the vehicle
Wehrenberg was operating was reported
to be stolen out of Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania.

As police attempted to stop the ve-
hicle, they said Wehrenberg�s vehicle
fled north on Glenside Avenue into the
Watchung Reservation and into
Mountainside where it struck a
Mountainside patrol vehicle.

Wehrenberg was then taken into cus-
tody. According to police accounts, a
small amount of what was suspected to
be heroin was found in the vehicle.
Wehrenberg was held on $2,500 bail and
charged with burglary to a motor vehicle,
receiving stolen property, assault on a
police officer, eluding police and posses-
sion of controlled dangerous substance.

THURSDAY, APRIL 1
•A resident of the 100 block of Farley

Avenue reported that someone rum-
maged through his vehicle, although
nothing was discovered missing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 3
•Police reported that someone dam-

aged a bicycle by kicking in its front
wheel at Forest Road Park.

•A garage was broken into in the 80
block of Russell Road. Nothing was
reported missing, but two juveniles were
seen running from the area.

Scotch Plains GOP Outlines
Tax Plan for �Zero Increase�
SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch Plains

Republican Councilmen William F.
McClintock and Martin Marks this week
outlined why they propose a �zero tax
increase� for 1999 as part of the
township�s municipal portion of prop-
erty tax bills.

�First of all, there is a $3,050,000
surplus, the largest in our history,� said
Mr. McClintock. �While the expense
side of the budget has upward pressures
this year, the increases are about as much
as the additional amount of surplus.�

�The Democrat appointed auditor told
us that the six-point increase proposed
by the Democrats would leave us with a
$2.2 to $2.3 million surplus,� added
Mr. Marks. �With a zero tax increase,
the surplus would still be in the range of
$1.7 to $1.8 million, and our experience
is that the surplus usually comes in
higher than expected. In that case, it
could well get back to $2,000,000, and
we are comfortable with that.�

�I don�t know where Mayor Samuel
got her $1.1 million surplus number,�
said Councilman McClintock. �It sounds
like voodoo economics to me. There is
no way that the numbers add up to that.
Our numbers come much closer to $1.8
million. It seems that the Democrats are
continuing to use the new math that they
employed in last year�s campaign when
they more than tripled the historic tax
increase.�

�Even Mayor Samuel�s comments
about 15 budget meetings was exagger-
ated. We had five special budget meet-
ings, and discussed budget matters at a
few agenda meetings, but the number

was nowhere near 15. The Mayor should
be more careful when she quotes num-
bers; her record is not very good,� he
stated.

�Our budget would not affect the
town�s credit rating,� added Council-
man Marks. �The town got its excellent
credit rating from good Republican man-
agement over the past 25 years, and we
would do nothing to change that.�

Many of the pressures of this year�s
budget will not be there next year, Coun-
cilmen McClintock and Marks added.
The tornado cost was a one time item.
Snow plowing has been very light this
past winter. We expect to come to an
agreement with our cable provider with
financial benefits that will help us for a
few years. Our legal budget should come
down, and we expect to see smaller
increases in health insurance, police pen-
sions, sewer authority charges and debt
payments.

�We have also introduced a major
recreation plan,� stated Councilman
McClintock. �By lowering this year�s
tax increase, and keeping the tax base
low, we could pay for the entire recre-
ation plan. We introduced both the recre-
ation plan and the zero tax increase at the
same time because we knew that they
would complement each other.�

�All in all, we feel that our plan is the
responsible one,� concluded Council-
man Marks. �It makes sense, and gives
something back to the taxpayer that is
well deserved and well earned. Once you
add points to a tax base, you not only do
not get them back, but you pay for them
over and over again in future years.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
which has been vacant since the com-
pany ceased its operations there a decade
ago.

LaGrande Realty Associates, LLC re-
cently submitted an application to the
Fanwood Planning Board to erect a three-
story building containing 36 rental apart-
ments on the acre-and-a-quarter lot, draw-
ing the ire of neighbors who felt the
proposed development was too intense
for the site.

The developers later reduced the scope
of their project by a third, then unexpect-
edly bowed out of a public hearing on the
appeal which had been scheduled by the
Planning Board for March 25. As of
Tuesday, officials were still waiting to
hear from the applicants as to whether or
not they intended to pursue the project
any further.

Karl Kehde of Land Use Forum Net-
work, Inc., a non-profit, educational or-
ganization based in Hope, discussed what
he described as �collaborative land plan-
ning,� in which residents� groups, town
officials and a developer work coopera-
tively towards objectives which are both
beneficial to the community and fiscally
sound.

Such a process, he explained, brings
together parties with �polarized agen-
das� regarding a land use concept, and
allows residents to put forth develop-
ment proposals they feel are favorable.
Mr. Kehde said he is an instructor of the
process.

He said that while it is ideal for neigh-
bors of a site being eyed for development
to spearhead a collaborative land plan-
ning effort, the developer and govern-
ment leaders must play key roles as well.

Instead of focusing �inward� on the
development site itself, Mr. Kehde said
collaborative land planning embraces the
surrounding community as well.

In the presentation which followed,
Candy Santo, a member of the Fanwood
Community Assessment Committee, pro-
posed that focus groups be recruited to
come up with legally-feasible proposals
for developing the Dean Oil property, in
much the same way that the Assessment
Committee�s action groups hammered
out proposals last year for guiding
Fanwood into the next millennium.

She maintained that direct involve-
ment in determining the future of the
property would give residents �a sense of
ownership� of land in the borough, as
compared with the feeling that plans
were being developed without input from
the community.

Following a lengthy discussion, the
governing body agreed to give Steve and
Ralph Spagnuolo, the owners of Steve�s
Towing Service, Inc. on South Martine
Avenue, additional time to pursue an
alternate location in Plainfield as a po-
tential new location for their business.

According to Borough Attorney Den-
nis Estis, the towing business, which has
been at the site since the 1970s, has
become �too successful� for the size of
the current property.

Mr. Estis maintained that while the
Spagnuolos were granted permission by
the Fanwood Planning Board to maintain
six spaces for customer and employee
cars there, flatbeds and other towing
vehicles kept on the property for use by
the business are in conflict with the
borough�s zoning ordinance.

Mr. Estis said the business owners

were first contacted by the borough�s
Zoning Office about the problem in the
spring of 1997. In October of that year,
officials gave them until the spring of
1998 to find another place to store the
trucks.

A March 19 memorandum to the Mayor
and council from Fanwood Zoning Of-
ficer Nancy Koederitz confirmed that the
Spagnuolos had presented an application
to the Plainfield Planning Board for a site
in that city, but that the board deemed it
incomplete.

A subsequent zone change required
that the Spagnuolos seek a variance for
use of the site, but they instead decided to
pursue another Plainfield property which
already has a building on it and where the
towing business is a permitted use, Mrs.
Koederitz�s correspondence revealed.

Mr. Estis said he intended to advise
the Spagnuolos in a letter that they had
until May to enter into a contract agree-
ment with the owners of the Plainfield
site, and July to file a site plan applica-
tion with the Planning Board.

If they fail to do so, a complaint could
possibly be filed against them in munici-
pal court regarding the tow trucks on the
property, according to one member of the
governing body.

Mr. Estis explained that officials opted
to give the Spagnuolos extra time to enter
into an agreement for another site be-
cause the brothers had experienced some
obstacles in finding an alternate location
in the past. He noted, however, that the
governing body did not want the tow
trucks to remain on the Fanwood prop-
erty indefinitely.

Ralph Spagnuolo told The Times yes-
terday that he and his brother, who also
operate the Coastal of Fanwood service
station on their current property, were
presently attempting to reach an agree-
ment with the owners of a lot in Plainfield,
although no deal had yet been finalized.

He said they had not decided if they
would maintain a dual business opera-
tion � with the service station in Fanwood
and the towing company in Plainfield �
or sell Coastal to someone else and move
entirely into Plainfield.

Under other business, an ordinance
amending the Borough Code is expected
to be introduced at tonight�s regular meet-
ing of the governing body, establishing a
policy regarding repairs to sidewalks which
are damaged by borough trees.

According to Mr. Estis, if a sidewalk
has been raised at least two inches by the
roots of a borough tree, as determined by
Mr. Marsden, then the borough will pay
the cost of lifting the sidewalk, trimming
branches or other parts of the tree if
necessary, and putting down a new side-
walk slab.

If a sidewalk was raised between one
and two inches by a borough tree, the
problem would first have to be identified
by Mr. Marsden, after which the council�s
Public Works Committee would have to
determine whether it posed a safety haz-
ard prior to any repair efforts by the
borough, according to Mr. Estis.

He said action by the borough would
be taken based on the evaluations of the
engineer and the committee. A total of
$30,000 was included in the 1999 spend-
ing plan for this purpose.

Both sidewalk repair categories would
be subject to availability of funds in the
municipal budget, Mr. Estis concluded.

Fanwood Council Adopts
Flat $5.6 Million Budget
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Coles Elementary School
Enjoys Heritage Night

LEARNING A NEW CULTURE�J. Ackerman Coles Elementary School in
Scotch Plains recently carried on a five-year tradition celebrating cultural
diversity with their annual Family Heritage Night. Pictured, left to right, are:
Bagpiper Peter Klebaur, Janet Mann, J.A. Coles Parent-Teacher Association
President and Patrick Klebaur at the school�s Family Heritage Night.

SCOTCH PLAINS � J. Ackerman
Coles Elementary School recently car-
ried on a five-year tradition celebrating
cultural diversity during their recent
Family Heritage Night.

Many of the students and their fami-
lies came in the traditional dress of their
country of origin during the annual event.
They shared family treasures that were
on display in the Media Center.

Throughout the hallways, the students
had class work that focused on their
heritage displayed on the walls. There
were �heritage quilts,� �flags of many
nations,� �travel brochures of students�
homeland� and the lobby was decorated
with �paper dolls in the traditional dress.�

The Family Heritage Night Commit-
tee, chaired by Karen Delaney and Maura
Berger, also planned for craft activities
for children such as German Block print-

ing, Japanese Origami, Ojo de Dios
(Mexican weaving craft) and Native-
American Animal Masks.

Dianna Cassidy and her daughter,
Kristin, a third grader, demonstrated
Ukranian Egg Decorating.

Madhu Saxena and Parul Parekh taught
Mehendi henna art that is used in the
Indian culture to decorate the hands and
feet for special occasions.

The bagpipers, �Peter�s Pipers� (Pe-
ter and Patrick Klebaur), welcomed ev-
eryone to the event and discussed and
demonstrated bagpipping.

Dancers from the Plainfield Perform-
ing Arts Center instructed African dance
and provided examples of the evolution
of African Dance in America. Etti Katz
taught Israeli song and dance. One fa-
ther, Pat Barton, sang and played his
guitar with Junior Troop No. 422.

PUBLIC NOTICE   PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education, Westfield, New Jersey,
in the Board of Education Office, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, at
2:00 P.M. (Prevailing Time) on April 20,
1999 at which time bids will be opened and
read aloud for:

�ROOF REPLACEMENT AND
RELATED WORK AT JEFFERSON

SCHOOL, R2-003�
Plans and Specifications will be available

on Friday, April 9, 1999.
Plans, Specifications, form of bid, con-

tract and bond for the proposed work and
other Contract Documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 493 Lehigh Avenue, Union,
New Jersey 07083, and in the offices of the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, and may be exam-
ined at the office of M. Disko Associates
during business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of the
Plans and Specifications by the Engineer,
upon proper notice and payment of a check
for Fifty ($50.00) (dollars), payable to M.
DISKO ASSOCIATES, said cost being the
reproduction price of the documents and is
not returnable.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the

work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check, or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination, pur-
suant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey
Laws of 1963, or the U.S. Department of
Labor Wage Determinations, whichever are
higher for each class of labor.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL 1975, C. 127. (NJAC
17:27)

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids if in its judgment the
public interest will be served by so doing.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T � 4/8/99, The Leader Fee: $58.14

saying she believes she has many gifts to
offer, as well as a strong dedication to
developing Fanwood�s cultural activi-
ties.

The Democratic candidates for the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers are incumbents Linda d. Stender of
Fanwood and Vice Chairman Nicholas P.
Scutari of Linden, along with newcomer
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, a member of
that city�s Board of Education.

Mr. Estrada was chosen over incum-
bent Donald Goncalves to round out the
Democrats� freeholder slate.

Mrs. Stender, who has been a Free-
holder since 1994, is running for re-
election. She served as the Mayor of
Fanwood from 1992 through 1995, and
was also a member of the Borough Coun-
cil and the Fanwood Planning Board
from 1988 through 1990.

In addition to local candidates for
Mayor and council in Fanwood, those on
hand during the General Meeting in-
cluded Mayor Connelly, Mrs. Stender
and Jessica D. Simpson, a Fanwood resi-
dent seeking reelection to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

Mrs. Stender said she is committed to
seeing county tax dollars returned to
Fanwood, and added that she will con-
tinue to give the borough a voice in
county government.

Mrs. Stender announced that the de-
velopment of Democratic platform is-
sues and priorities is currently under-
way, and will be ready for presentation
after the Tuesday, June 8 Primary. Mon-
day, May 10, will be the last day to
register to vote in the Primary.

Mayor Connelly reported how numer-
ous grants enabled the borough to in-
crease its level of services while passing

a 1999 budget with a 0 percent increase
in municipal taxes. She applauded Free-
holder Stender�s efforts to get official
certification for the borough, which will
qualify Fanwood for more grants.

The Mayor also discussed various
projects that are underway involving the
downtown, and which will be detailed in
the Downtown Committee�s newsletter
to be released at the end of May.

Mrs. Stender announced that plans are
also underway to apply $125,000 in grant
money received from the county last year
toward creation of a pocket park on a
parcel of long-vacant Watson Road land
opposite the municipal complex.

�Input from many different segments
of the community was sought in order to
make this everyone�s park,� she said.
She suggested planting a seed from the
borough�s beloved Fanwood Oak in the
new park as a way of bridging the old
with the new.

Mayor Connelly expressed the need to
raise additional funds for the Millen-
nium Clock which has been earmarked
for the corner of South and Martine Av-
enues.

She revealed that $15,000 of the nec-
essary $20,000 has already been raised,
and added she would like to raise an
additional $8,000 in order to furnish the
clock with seasonally-changing music
which would make it unique. An appeal
is being made to all borough residents
and businesses to support this project.

A poetry reading called �Can of Corn
Poets� will be held on Sunday, April 25,
at 2 p.m. at the Cultural Arts Center,
hosted by Mayor Connelly, Ms. Kenny
and Mrs. Plante. The price of admission
is a can of food which can be brought to
the center to benefit area food pantries.

Fanwood Democrats Select
Mayor, Council Candidates

Fanwood Commission Plans
Memorial Day Celebration

FANWOOD � The Fanwood
Parks Recreation Commission is be-
ginning the preparations for the an-
nual Memorial Day in the Park.

The event will be held on Monday
May 31, at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood. It will begin immediately
after the parade and continue until 4
p.m.

A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to The Battleship New Jer-
sey Foundation.

Food, beverages, games, pony
rides, a craft fair, and face painting
will be included. Several merchants
have donated food for the event. Any

business wishing to participate,
should call Pam at (908) 889-9384.

Volunteers are needed to work at
the games or concessions. Each vol-
unteer is asked to work for about 3
hours. To volunteer, please call Linda
at (908) 889-4935.

Crafters are welcome to partici-
pate, with a reserved space costing
$30 and an additional space for $20.
For more information, please call
Laurie at (908) 322-4962.

Local clubs are also welcome to
participate by setting up information
booths. For information, please con-
tact Linda at 908-889-4935.

Wanted
Antiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and Collectibles
Also Toys � Trains � Dolls � Etc

� Cash Paid �

401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield

Call Any Time � 7 Days
House Calls Made

Old Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures Chest
(Corner of South Avenue & Cumberland Street)

(908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (Leave Message)


