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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Westfield Joins Program
To Help Those in Need
Pay Their Heating Bills

WESTFIELD � New Jersey
SHARES (Statewide Heating As-
sistance and Referral for Energy
Services) has announced the addi-
tion of its newest intake agency, the
Westfield Department of Human
Services.

New Jersey SHARES, based in
Hightstown, is a fuel assistance fund
targeted to non-welfare residential
energy customers who have short-
term financial difficulties. With the
addition of Westfield, New Jersey
SHARES now has 40 intake agen-
cies throughout the state to assist
the organization in distributing its
relief funds.

�The Department of Human Ser-
vices is always looking for programs
to help those who don�t qualify for
public assistance,� said Lillian W.
Corsi, Westfield�s Director of Hu-
man Services. �That�s why the de-
partment is pleased to find a pro-
gram like New Jersey SHARES to
add to its list of services.�

According to Ms. Corsi,
Westfield�s Department of Human
Services will handle applicants from
Westfield for the new service as well
as surrounding communities.

�New Jersey SHARES intends to
help working people get back on
their feet following a tragedy such
as unemployment, medical crisis
or family problem,� said Larry
Savitsky, Executive Director of the
service. �Eligibility for New Jersey

SHARES is based on need rather
than income.�

The program was created last
year by a coalition of the state�s top
energy companies and non-profit
agencies to provide temporary as-
sistance to working class house-
holds. Recipients must be facing
shut-off of utilities and have ex-
hausted all other resources to help
pay their utility bills. Eligibility is
determined by New Jersey
SHARES� 40 intake agencies.

Upon approval, recipients may
receive a one-time grant of $250
for gas and electricity.

The organization is run by a
Board of Directors composed of the
state�s major energy providers and
non-profit  organizations,
Elizabethtown Gas Co., GPU En-
ergy, Public Service Electric & Gas
(PSE&G), the Association of Re-
tired Persons (AARP) and the Sal-
vation Army.

Westfield has set up an access
line for New Jersey SHARES in-
quiries. For more information,
please call (908) 928-9335.
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sity would be �inappropriate� for this
community. Needless to say, we could
not disagree more with this analysis.

The number of units proposed for this
site is inappropriate for Fanwood. Fur-
ther, the developer wants to freeload off
of the town�s recreational area and make
no provisions within the proposed com-
plex, not even a bench!

The proposal provides for cramped
efficiency units, tight parking spaces, no
green space, no storage space, no eleva-
tors, no basements, no air conditioners
and all this along one of the busiest
streets in Fanwood.

The developer must have counted on
the apathy of Fanwood�s residents and
planning board in making this proposal.
The inconsistencies in his planner�s tes-
timony are not surprising.

Letting this development proceed would
open the door to other developers seeking
to build similarly dense structures in our
community. Many developers have won
their suits against New Jersey communi-
ties when their developments aren�t ap-
proved because of the existence of similar
developments in the communities.

Let this be a lesson for Fanwood!
Fanwood residents who care need to
show up and get on record as opposing
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Picnic to Benefit
Sgt. Pat Gray

Set for Sept. 12
WESTFIELD � Community

members are invited to attend a
benefit picnic for Westfield Pa-
trol Sergeant Pat Gray on Sun-
day, September 12, in Clark. Ser-
geant Gray was seriously injured
in an automobile accident in
Westfield on June 16.

Funds raised at the event will
help defray medical expenses for
Sergeant Gray, a 22-year veteran
of the Westfield force.

According to Sergeant Robert
Compton of the Westfield Police
Department, the event will be
held at Gran Centurions, located
at 440 Madison Hill Road in
Clark, from noon until 7 p.m.

A donation of $10 is requested
for each adult who wishes to at-
tend. There is no cost for chil-
dren.

Entertainment, food and bev-
erages will be provided. To pur-
chase tickets to the benefit, please
make checks payable to the
Patrick C. Gray Relief Fund, and
mail to the Westfield Police De-
partment, Records Bureau, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield
07090. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4006.

Letters to the Editor
Fanwood Residents Must Stand Firm

At August 25 Meeting on Dean Oil Site

this project. We�re all busy or tired on
Wednesday nights, but the people of
Fanwood need to voice their opposition
to this project at the hearing.

We urge our neighbors and friends to
attend this hearing and voice their oppo-
sition. The FCRD also needs people to
help spread flyers announcing this meet-
ing on their street. Those interested can
contact the FCRD at FCRD@home.com
or (908) 889-0217.

Most importantly, the people of
Fanwood need to show up.

Eric W. Hess
Member, Fanwood Citizens for

Responsible Development

Advisory Board Continues
To Shape Plans for TV-36
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Westfield Lions Club Awards
John Ambos for Service

WESTFIELD � The Lions Club
of Westfield held a dinner recently
at B.G. Fields Restaurant in
Westfield where it honored 33-year
member John Ambos for his service
to Sight Conservation and helping
the blind.

CONGRATUALATIONS� John Ambos, left, a member of the Westfield Lion�s
Club, is congratulated by Lions District Governor Eugene Renkar for winning
the highest award in Lionism, the Melvin Jones Fellowship. Mr. Ambos was
honored for his service to Sight Conservation and helping the blind.

Mr. Ambos was given the highest
award bestowed by Lions Interna-
tional, the Melvin Jones Fellowship.
Named for Lions founder Melvin
Jones, it denotes humanitarian ser-
vice of the highest order.

A Past President and Treasurer of
the club, Mr. Ambos is a New Jersey
Bell retiree and has lived in town
with his wife Esme since 1951.

The Westfield Lions Club is dedi-
cated to aiding the blind and is open
to all Westfield residents. It can be
contacted at PO Box 572, Westfield,
07091.

FTC Announces Toll-Free Line
To Report Fraudulent Offers

WASHINGTON, D.C. � A prod-
uct you bought through an Internet
auction months ago still hasn�t been
delivered. A newspaper ad offers
�guaranteed loans,� but requires a
fee up front. A fabulous prize offer
comes in the mail, but requires a fee
before you can claim it. A scholar-
ship service promises easy money for
college � as long as you send in a
check.

Sound familiar?
The Federal Trade Commission

(FTC) said even wary and sophisti-
cated consumers face a barrage of
fraudulent offers every day. The FTC
ought to know: last year, the agency
logged in over 60,000 complaints
from consumers.

Now, the FTC is making it easier
� and cheaper � for consumers to
report a fraud to the law enforcement
agency through a toll-free Consumer
Help Line, (877) FTC-HELP (877-
382-4357). The line is staffed by
counselors from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

According to Jodie Bernstein, Di-
rector of the FTC�s Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection, the toll-free num-

ber offers consumers a two-fer. It
makes the agency more accessible to
consumers who want to report a
fraud, and it makes their complaint
data available to law enforcement
agencies in the United States and
Canada.

�That�s important because fraud
has moved beyond the front porch to
cyberspace and all points in between,�
Mr. Bernstein said.

Consumer fraud complaints to the
FTC are entered into a database that
is available to nearly 200 law en-
forcement agencies in the U.S. and
Canada. They use it to spot fraudu-
lent activity, trends and wrong-doers
� and stop them.

�Through the toll-free Help Line,
consumers can get helpful informa-
tion on the spot,� Mr. Bernstein
said. �Obviously, the FTC can�t in-
tervene in individual disputes, but
consumer complaint information is
crucial to the enforcement of con-
sumer protection laws. The infor-
mation that consumers get on a par-
ticular issue also lessens the likeli-
hood that they�ll be scammed again.
Education is a powerful consumer
protection.�

To report a complaint or get free
information, please call (877) FTC-
HELP, visit the FTC Web site at
www.ftc.gov, or write to the FTC,
Consumer Response Center, Wash-
ington, DC 20580-0001.

Mr. Bagger�s Office
To Stay Open Late

On August 28
WESTFIELD � The Westfield

legislative office of Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger (R-22nd) will
be open to residents of the 22nd
Legislative District from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, August 28.

In addition to regular business
hours on weekdays and one Satur-
day per month, Assemblyman
Bagger�s office, located at 203
Elm Street, is open from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Besides Westfield, the 22nd Leg-
islative District includes Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Garwood
and New Providence.

Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Assemblyman
Bagger�s legislative office at (908)
232-3673.

Former Westfield Teacher
Assists Callers at CONTACT

WESTFIELD � For the past five
years, Liz Lane, a former English
teacher in Westfield, has volunteered
for 12 hours per month to assist
individuals who seek help through
the CONTACT We Care 24-hour
hotline and crisis intervention ser-
vice in Union County.

CONTACT serves callers through-
out Union, Somerset, Middlesex and
Essex Counties;

�I guess I�ve always been a good
listener. Friends often share their
problems with me,� said Ms. Lane.
�I like listening to people and being
able to help them,� she said.

Ms. Lane signed up for
CONTACT�s volunteer training pro-
gram following her husband�s death
six years ago. �I wanted to do some-
thing,� she said. �For so many people,
CONTACT is a crucial outlet. Many
callers have no one else.�

She describes the volunteer train-
ing as �wonderful.� Through the 50-
hour program, she was taught active
listening, and how to deal with a
broad range of human needs.

For more information on becom-

Liz Lane

ing a CONTACT We Care volunteer,
please call (908) 889-4140.

The next volunteer training will be
held on Wednesday evenings, Sep-
tember 22 through December 8, from
7 to 10 p.m. at The First Baptist
Church in Westfield.

Westfield Democrats Plan Family Picnic
WESTFIELD � The Westfield Democratic Club will hold its annual

Family Picnic at Echo Lake Park in the picnic area on Sunday, August
29, from 12 to 4 p.m.

Admission is $5 per adult and $2 for children under 12 years. For more
information, please call (908) 654-1271.

In the event of rain, the group will meet on the following Sunday,
September 5, at Tamaques Park picnic area at the same time.

CONTACT®

We Care, Inc.
We�ll listen and help
you with that problem
you thought you had
no answer to at all.

908-232-2880
A member of The United Way.

CONTACT USA and Life Line International

�The school system is anxious to
work with the Town Council on up-
grading the system,� said Board of Edu-
cation President, Darielle Walsh, a
member of the advisory board.

�The enhancements will benefit the
students by giving them the opportu-
nity to work with the latest technology,�
she stated.

�We welcome the enhancements be-
ing proposed,� said Mr. Davis. �It will
mean an influx of technology, funding
and people, which will free up our time
and benefit the students in the long
run.�

Mitchell Slater, who is a veteran film-
maker and radio show host, has had
extensive experience in the film indus-
try and sits on the advisory board as a
Programming Consultant.

Mr. Slater is host of the TV-36 show,
�Westfield Live,� in which he inter-
views prominent Westfielders �who
make a difference in our residents�
lives,� the programming consultant
explained.

The first installment of the show,
filmed in Mindowaskin Park, features
Mr. Slater interviewing Mayor Jardim,
Executive Director of the Westfield Y,
Stanley Kaslusky, and Executive Di-
rector of the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, Nancy N. Jackson.

The show was co-produced by Darryl
Walker, another advisory board mem-
ber, and Mr. McMeekan, and directed
by Mr. Falcone. Like Mr. Walker and
Mr. Falcone, Mr. McMeekan also sits
on the Mayor�s advisory board.

�Our town is very diversified, and
our TV station should reflect that diver-
sity,� Mr. Slater stated. �Currently, there

is a problem with access to the schedul-
ing of programs; no one can find out
when programs are going to be aired.
We need to revamp the structure to
make the station and the programming
accessible to everyone and geared to-
ward serving the entire community,�
Mr. Slater commented.

The process is in the early phases of
development, according to Mr. Corbin.
The Town�s Laws and Rules Commit-
tee needs to review the legality of the
Charter, and they will then make rec-
ommendations to the Town Council as
to the soundness of the structure pro-
posed in the charter.

�Creating a sound structure is the
essential first step in this whole pro-
cess,� Mr. Corbin stated.

Other considerations being reviewed
by the advisory board are future fund-
ing sources for the station, job descrip-
tions of the station�s employees, pro-
gramming responsibilities and studio
access concerns.

�We are well aware that this is a very
ambitious project,� Mr. Corbin re-
marked, �but we have the drive and
commitment to move ahead, and the
necessary experience to see this through.
As long as we structure this soundly, I
am sure we will be able to avail our-
selves of many traditional funding
sources,� he added.


