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MROZ LEADS IN TACKLES, JENKINS IN SCORING

Blue Devil Gridmen Became
Victimized by the ‘Big’ Play

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The “big” play seemed to be the
deciding factor between having an
above .500 season and the 3-7 record
that the Westfield High School foot-
ball team wound up with this year.
No less than 18 “big” plays, which

resulted in touchdowns, perhaps de-
cided the outcome of six of the Blue
Devils losses.

Two big plays by Marist High
School began the trend on opening
day on September 18. A 28-yard
touchdown run and a 31-yard
touchdown pass allowed the
Royal Knights to secure a 32-
15 victory.

Against a powerful and tal-
ented Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team on October 2, senior
Raider Nathan Jones was a
one-man wrecking crew as he
damaged the Blue Devils for
361 total yards, not includ-
ing a 39-yard interception
for a touchdown and an-
other interception later
in the game. Jones fin-
ished with five touch-
downs, including one for
37 yards and another for 59
yards.

Third-ranked Hoboken marched
into Gary Kehler Stadium and tainted
an otherwise good Blue Devil defen-
sive effort by capitalizing on four
huge plays. The Red Wings sailed

into the endzone with a 63-yard run,
a 44-yard pass play and interception
returns of 56 and 85 yards.

A real heartbreaker occurred on
October 23 when the Blue Devils
were locked in a 0-0 tie with the
Linden Tigers. Then, suddenly, a
Tiger broke loose and blazed 96 yards

SAUL, JESSE AND HEALTHY ABBY COXSON CLEAN UP

No 2 Devil Swim Girls Rout
BridgeH2O-Raritan, 108-62

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bolstered by the return of senior
Abby Coxson to an already loaded
lineup, the Westfield High School
girls swim team kicked off what
should be an outstanding season on
December 3 with a 108-62 rout of a
Bridgewater-Raritan team that has
been one of the state’s premier pro-
grams in the 1990s.

Coach Bev Torok’s Blue Devils,
who won the 1999 state Public B
Division title with a thrilling victory
over Rumson-Fair Haven, gave no-
tice that they will be a force again this
year, back in A Division (Group 4
schools) where they will go against
the likes of Cherry Hill East,
Vineland, Bridgewater and West
Windsor-Plainsboro.

With only one major graduation
loss, Torok has added on talents like
Coxson — a standout as a freshman
and sophomore who sat out last year
following shoulder surgery — and
freshmen Jenny Fowler, Alexa
Vantosky, Heather Lane and Julie
Vanarelli.

Against Bridgewater, it was old-
reliables Jesse Coxson, a senior, and
junior Ashley Saul leading the charge
to the victory stand, with plenty of
depth provided by
Katie Bartholomew,
Chrissy Schwebel,
Chrissie Romano,
S t e p h a n i e
Kolterjahn, Chris
Kolenut, Nicole
Herttua and
Kerry Hart.

Jesse Coxson,
the school record
holder in the 200-
yard freestyle (and
closing in on sev-
eral others), won
her specialty and the
500 free, plus swam on
two winning freestyle relays.
Saul, closing in on school marks in
the 200 IM and 100 butterfly, won
those two, in close races over B-R’s
Kim Joerg and Melissa Capparell,
respectively.

In her first varsity race since the
1998 state A Division final against

Cherry Hill East, Abby Coxson won
the 50 free in a narrow 26.30 to 26.46
over Fowler, with Herttua complet-
ing a 1-2-3 sweep (Saul, Hart and
Vantosky would also go 1-2-3 in the
fly; and the 500 was yet another 1-2-
3 by WHS). Abby then was touched

out by Bridgewater ace Jen Block
in the 100.

Schwebel and
Romano, two of the
heroes in the state
title victory last
February, were
solid, with
Schwebel tak-
ing a second
(500) and
third (200)
a n d
Romano
adding a
s e c o n d
( b a c k )

and t h i r d
( 5 0 0 ) .
Bartholomew (fourth IM, second
breast) and Kolenut (third IM, third
breast) also had big days, while Fowler
had a third in the 100 free in addition
to her 50 runner-up.

All in all, it was a nice start for a
WHS team that’s ranked No. 2 in the
Gannett Top Ten, behind only reign-
ing parochial powerhouse Immacu-
late Heart Academy. IHA, by the way,
starts the season with 75 consecutive
victories — four short of the state
record (boys or girls) 79 straight
wins compiled by Westfield from
1984-1990.

WESTFIELD 108,
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN 62

200 medley relay: 1. Bridgewater
(Kim Joerg, Jen Block, Melissa
Capparell, Chaterine Benigno)
1:57.3, 2. Westfield 1:57.6, 3. West-
field 2:10.7.

200 freestyle: 1. Jesse Coxson (W)
1:59.1, 2. Block (B-R) 2:02.8, 3.
Schwebel (W) 2:09.7, 4. M. Kalter
(B-R) 2:12.4, 5. Kolterjahn (W)
2:12.6.

200 individual medley: 1. Ashley

Congratulations Westfield PAL ‘D’ Footballers!

NATHAN JONES AMASSES 1.4 MILES RUSHING, 36 TDS

Team Effort and Jones Spelled
‘Success’ for Raider Gridmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eleven men on offense, eleven
on defense plus special
teams and substitutes all
combining their efforts
spelled success for this
year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
football team. The
Raiders awarded
Steve Ciccotelli with
perhaps his best sea-
son in his nine years
as head coach.

The Raiders fin-
ished with a 9-2 record,
outscored their oppo-
nents 305-149 and
qualified for the North
Jersey, Section 2 Group
3 tournament as the sec-
ond-seeded team. Even
better, the Raiders
handled the 17th-ranked
Farmers from Union, 27-13, in their
Thanksgiving Day classic — the first
time in memory that the Raiders have
beaten Union.

“They were great kids who worked
well together and were unselfish,” com-
mented Ciccotelli. “The season came
to an end so quickly. It was a lot of fun.”

With his own natural talent and
intelligence along with superb help
from his offensive line, senior Nathan

Jones worked miracles as he raced
for 2,439 yards rushing (nearly 1.4

miles) for 35 touchdowns and added
227 yards receiving with another

touchdown.
But offense was only part

of the miracles as Jones con-
sistently appeared around the

ball on defense.
From his safety po-

sition, he led the
Raiders with 59
tackles and five
interceptions in
addition to hav-
ing 26 assists and
two fumble recov-
eries.

Seniors Ron
Jenerette and Dave
Herrmann, the
Raiders sack attack,
terrorized opposing
quarterbacks with
5.5 and 3 sacks, re-
spectively. The 240
pound Jenerette crashed through the
offensive lines and led the team in
pressuring the quarterback with 10
while Herrmann added three.
Herrmann had the second-highest
number of tackles with 37 while
Jenerette had 28 and one fumble re-
covery.

Senior big men Dan Loomis and
Bob Dinsmore posed an awesome

threat and proved that “resistance is
futile” when they crushed opposi-
tion. Loomis had 28 tackles, 2.5 sacks
and one fumble recovery and
Dinsmore recorded 18 tackles, four
sacks, seven pressures and two re-
covered fumbles.

Senior Jason Patterson
recorded 18 tack-

les, two sacks
and recov-

ered one
fumble

a n d

senior Jeremy Dodge served well in
plugging the holes and diverting the
offensive flow. Senior Sergio Pereira
always got his nose in the action as he
recorded 13 tackles, recovered one
fumble and led the Raiders in blocked
kicks with three.

Who can forget sophomore An-
drew Pavoni? With a key blocked
extra point attempt followed by a
game-saving interception, Pavoni be-
came a hero in the sectional game
against Parsippany Hills. Then,
against Rahway, he sacked the quar-
terback in the endzone for a safety and
was on the receiving end of an 81-yard
pass play. Defensively, Pavoni totaled
33 tackles, two interceptions and two
blocked kicks. Offensively, he totaled
four receptions for 145 yards and added
38 yards rushing.

Junior fullback Gary Cousar rushed
129 yards for two touchdowns and
had six receptions for 113 yards but
was especially important for his
blocking skills. On defense Cousar
had 23 tackles, six quarterback pres-
sures, one sack and a 59-yard touch-
down interception.

Senior Anthony Cary had 29 yards
rushing and four receptions totaling
91 yards, including a spectacular snag
in the Irvington game. Senior Harold
Burwell had six receptions for 126

908-322-6552

November Scholar Athlete

E ducational Achievement
A thletic Achievement
G ood School Standing
L eadership
E nthusiasm

Member NASD & SIPC

♦♦♦♦♦ ®

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Ave Fanwood

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
 MARKET REPORT

(908) 322-1800

Standard
Pest

Control
Free Estimates
Fast Service

389 Park Ave
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7126

407 Park Ave
Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7388

“A Fun Place To Shop
in Scotch Plains”

567 Park Ave
Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7800

New Patient Exam
• Complete Dental Exam

• Full Series X-Rays
• Treatment Presentation

With this coupon (Reg. $150)

FREE

for the only score.
The bleeding was not over. On

October 29, the Union Farmers got
t r icky,

added a pass-
ing game to theirrunning game
and came up with touchdown passes
of 31 and 47 yards to go along with
their 65-yard touchdown run. Then,
on November 11, Livingston opened
the game with an 87-yard kickoff

return for a touchdown and added a
37-yard touchdown pass.

Finally, on Thanksgiving Day the
Blue Devils, despite holding
Plainfield to just 69 yards on 45 of 48
plays, yielded touchdown runs of 66
and 94 yards and a 69-yard touch-
down pass to conclude the season.

“It was a very interesting season,”
commented Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina. “The kids seemed to
play well at times but were victim-
ized by the big play. The defensive
secondary lost so many great players
like Lamont Turner and Jason Merritt
and we had to replace them with
inexperienced players.”

As a team, the Blue Devils rushed
for 1,916 yards and passed for 476,
totaling 2,392 yards. The Blue Dev-
ils had 23 touchdowns, 20 points
from PATs and six from field goals
for 164 points.

Senior Chris Giacone led the team
in rushing with 614 yards followed
by sophomore Terrence Jenkins with
581, senior Pat Tuohy with 453 and
sophomore Diano Reavis with 243
yards. Sophomores Brian Ludlum,
Pedro Roiz and Mathew Daly con-
tributed 38, nine and eight yards,
respectively, while junior Mike Mroz
had nine yards and senior Tom
Hanscom added six.

Jenkins topped the list in scoring
with 60 points (10 touchdowns) and
Giacone had 50 points (8 touchdowns
and a two-point conversion). Reavis
added four touchdowns for 24 points
and junior Ryan MacDonald had 18

PATs and two field goals for 24
points. Senior Josh
Ray had one touch-
down reception.

As quarterbacks,
Giacone and
MacDonald both
completed two
touchdown passes
while Giacone
completed 21 of 76
for 292 yards and
MacDonald had 13
of 36 for 184 yards.
Ray led the pack in
receptions with
nine for 107 yards,

followed by Tuohy
who was 8-86,

Jenkins at 5-83 and Reavis at
4-76. Sophomore Jay Cook had two
receptions for 26 yards, senior Randy
Majocha was 1-15 and junior Jim
Mitchell was 1-10.

Mroz led the team in tackles with
131 followed by senior inside line-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEVIL DOUBLE TROUBLE…Abby Coxson, left, and twin Jessie Coxson spell
double trouble for opponents of the Westfield High School girls swimming
team. Eyes and ears from all over New Jersey will be taking heed to the Devils’
deeds this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ADDITIONAL RAIDER STRENGTH….Plenty of fans came out to root the
Raiders to victory this season. Other pictures: Sophomore Andrew Pavoni, No.
33, and the rugged Raider defensive line in action.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVILS IN ACTION…Quarterback Ryan MacDonald, No. 7. Pictured
below are sophomore halfback Terrence Jenkins, No. 5, and guard Brian
Gallagher, No. 63.

WESTFIELD PAL MAKES IT TO THE BIG TIME…Running back Mark Anderson, No. 25, rolls right in front of 78,000
roaring fans at Giants Stadium during halftime of the game between the Giants and the Jets on December 5. Both teams
were members of the Westfield PAL “D” team which finished its season undefeated. No. 21 is Michael Wikander and No.
78 is Jordan Sharif. See story and more pictures on page 17.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

ANDREW ELKO …Junior -Boys cross
country team. Andrew was the number two
runner on the highly competitive Raider
squad that placed second in the Watchung
Conference. Elko placed seventh at the
Watchung Conference Tournament, seventh
in the Union County Tournament and second
in the Raiders’ 16-44 defeat of Westfield.
Academically, he is a straight A honor student
and, among many other things, is a very
active member of DECA and the National
Honor Society.


