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Police Chase Leads to Grand Jury
Indictment of Plainfield Suspect

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – A Plainfield
man who on September 13 led local
police on a chase through
Mountainside and Scotch Plains was
indicted by a Union County Grand
Jury last week.

James H. Smith, 47, is being held
in the Union County Jail pending
arraignment. Smith was indicted
December 2 on charges of aggra-
vated assault, eluding, possession of
drugs, possession with intent to dis-
tribute and possession with intent to
distribute within 1,000 feet of a

school, according to Assistant Union
County Prosecutor Peter McCord.

The grand jury charged Smith with
eluding Mountainside Patrolman Jef-
frey Stinner, Mr. McCord said. The
patrolman stopped Smith’s vehicle
on Route 22 in Mountainside, but
when the officer got out of the car,
Smith sped away at speeds of 70 to 80
miles-per-hour, the assistant pros-
ecutor added.

While the patrolman pursued,
Smith drove on the shoulder and
wove between cars at excessive
speeds, Mr. McCord said. At one
point, Smith almost struck a school

bus, the assistant prosecutor added.
When the patrolman and

Mountainside Patrolman Michael
Jackson finally caught up with Smith,
he drove his car into the officers’
vehicles and continued for a few
blocks before abandoning his car. A
pursuit by foot began and the patrol-
man finally caught him when he
tripped over some lawn furniture.

Mr. McCord added that as he was
being pursued, Smith was observed
throwing a ball-shaped object wrapped
in duct tape. The object, which was
later found, contained a half-ounce of
cocaine, Mr. McCord said.
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Welcome Home To Westfield Trolley Route

Every Saturday Until Christmas � 10:30am to 4:30pm
Rides Are No Charge � Info 908-789-9444

Avoid the Saturday traffic and congestion of downtown while enjoying a nostalgic trolley ride.
Park at the South Side Train Station Lot (No Meter or Permit Required)

Downtown

Corporation

A. South Avenue Train Station
B. Lord & Taylor
C. Corner E. Broad & Elm

D. Corner E. Broad & Central
E. Corner Central & Quimby

Trolley Pickup/Drop-off Stops � Look for The Signs

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIME FOR CELEBRATION…Young members of Temple Emanu-El in West-
field gather last Friday for the traditional lighting of the menorah to mark the
arrival of Hanukkah. Pictured, left to right, are: Jared Greene, Eric Zagorski,
Zachary Zagorski, Evan Einstein, Adam Greene, Samuel Unger and Benjamin
Unger. INSET:The menorah at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield lit last Friday for
the first night of Hanukkah.

Parents Indicate Support
For Uniforms at Deerfield

MOUNTAINSIDE —Parents of
school children at Mountainside’s
Deerfield Elementary School will
have an opportunity in February to
decide whether a proposal for school
uniform attire will move forward.

Over 100 members of the commu-
nity attended a special forum on No-
vember 23, sponsored by the district’s
Uniformly Dressed Committee, at
which time the results of a recent
parental survey was discussed.

Uniforms were favored by a per-
centage of 52 to 24, with another 24
percent of survey respondents indi-
cating they were undecided on the
proposed policy. Half of parents with
students in the school participated in
the survey. The school has a student
population of 600.

Among the reasons cited by indi-
viduals in support of the uniforms
were to increase safety and instill
discipline in students; to help reduce

peer pressure; to help students focus
on their school work; to establish
equality among the student popula-
tion and to foster student self-esteem.

Opponents say uniforms will cre-
ate no change in a child’s academic
behavior, will restrict a student’s in-
dividuality and decision-making and
will suggest that Deerfield is more of
a parochial than a public school.

They also indicated, in comments
during last month’s forum and on the
surveys, that the uniforms are not
economical nor are they necessary.

The committee decided at a meet-
ing held December 2 that parents
will be asked to vote “for” or “against”
uniforms. If strong support is re-
ceived, the proposal will move for-
ward.

School uniforms will not become
school policy until September 2000
if the issue continues to receive com-
munity support.

Westfield Council Unveils Policy to Require
Competitive Bids for Outside Professionals
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield be-
came the first town in the state,
Tuesday night, to introduce legisla-
tion requiring competitive request
for proposals, or rfp’s, for outside
professionals hired by the Town
Council.

The ordinance, passed by a 7-2
vote of the governing body, follows
on the heels of an ordinance passed
earlier this year by the council which
prohibits campaign fundraising in
public buildings.

The rfp ordinance will come up for
a public hearing and adoption vote at
the council’s last meeting of 1999 on
Tuesday, December 21.

Laws and Rules Committee Chair-
man Lawrence A. Goldman, who
represents the Fourth Ward on the
council, explained that the concept
for the ordinance was developed by
Common Cause New Jersey as part
of a package of “good government”
policies. A non-partisan organiza-
tion, Common Cause seeks to “lessen
the influence of special interest groups
on government,” according to Mr.
Goldman.

The ordinance states that the new
policy is intended to “insure open
and fair competition for professional
service contracts through published
rules and decision-making criteria.”

Under the state’s Public Contracts
Law, professional service contracts
are exempt from the public bidding
process. The state statute includes
non-professional services such as leaf
collection, snow removal and street
paving.

Several council members expressed
concerns over the number of exemp-
tions included in the ordinance. First
Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott said he would like to see
a narrower ordinance with respect to
those professionals who will be ex-
empted from the proposed policy. He

did not identify, though, which posi-
tions he would remove from the ex-
emption list.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein, who voted against
the ordinance, questioned Mr.
Goldman as to why the town’s labor
attorney, municipal prosecutor and
town attorney were exempted from
the ordinance.

Mr. Goldman explained that these
positions are appointed on an annual
basis and, thus, are not considered
outside professionals. In fact, he said,
these officials are more or less con-
sidered “quasi” employees of the
town.

He said that requests for proposals
for consultants, such as for a bond
counsel or special litigation attorney,
would be required to be contracted
for under the guidelines of the new

town policy.
First Ward Councilman Carl A.

Salisbury added that, like the town
attorney, the Planning Board and
Board of Adjustment attorneys are
also exempted from the ordinance.
He emphasized that the council must
“have a measure of trust in their
(legal) judgment” on a daily basis.

Other professionals exempted in-
clude the public defender, municipal
judge, auditor, engineer and planner.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said he would like the coun-
cil to “make a good faith effort to
utilize the spirit of this law in terms
of selecting those (officials) who are
exempted” from the new town policy.

In support of the ordinance, Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim explained that,
“We want to put it on the books that
we want to choose professional ser-

vice contracts on the basis of qualifi-
cation.”

He said this change will give the
public “confidence” that the town is
hiring qualified professionals.

In other business, the council in-
troduced an ordinance to reduce the
speed limit on East Broad Street from
Gallows Hill Road to Euclid Avenue
from 35 mph to 25 mph. A second
reading and public hearing will be
held at the governing body’s Decem-
ber 21 meeting.

The roadway is used by 16,000
motorists each day. A related con-
tract was issued to The RBA Group
for a traffic calming study on East
Broad.

Also, the council approved the cre-
ation of an assistant town engineer
position to assist Town Engineer
Kenneth B. Marsh.


