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Geography has been New Jersey’s des-
tiny, and that destiny has been about
getting from here to there. When we have
prospered, we have done so because we
have been successful at keeping people
and things moving. When we have not
done well, our stagnation has been physi-
cal as well as metaphorical. When we
have not been able to traverse our roads,
rivers and rails, our quality of life has
suffered.

In our battle to keep moving, we seem
never to pay enough attention to our roads,
bridges and rails, except, perhaps, to com-
plain about them. Long before there were
rails, a New Jerseyan writing in 1791
under the name, “the Traveler,” com-
plained “Thy inhabitants, oh State of New
Jersey, are respectable, thy senators are
wise, thy daughters are fair. But some of
thy ways (roads) are bad. Whoever travels
the road from Stony Brook to Rocky Hill
does it at the hazard of his life.”

The commute from Stony Brook to
Rocky Hill is less rocky today, but the
Traveler’s themes are still sounded by
commuters from Westfield to West
Windsor and from Fair Haven to Fairfield.

In the early 19th century, people com-
plained bitterly about the privately owned
toll roads then called “turnpikes” and
instead used local back roads, a practice
known as “shunning the pike.”

The Shunpike between Madison and
Chatham recalls this practice. By the
later stages of the 20th Century, it was
the State, not the people, which was
shunning the pikes, bridges and byways.

The condition of New Jersey’s roads,
rails and bridges was legendarily bad. In
response, Governor Tom Kean created
the Transportation Trust Fund. The idea
behind the Fund was to cut into the
backlog of badly needed repairs by pro-
viding as much state funding as we could
to attract the maximum in federal aid
possible.

Some of the Fund’s handiwork can be
seen by motorists who travel east and
west on Interstate 78, or north and south
on Interstate 295. The Fund worked, and
New Jerseyans were able to get around
because of it.

But for all the progress the Fund helped
us make, it only began to make a dent in
the backlog of work that needed to be
done. In November, voters agreed to in-
fuse more money into the Fund to tackle
the trouble posed by 1,500 bridges that
are in disrepair and not up to the job of
carrying people across the thousands of
rivers, roads, rails and culverts that criss-
cross our state.

This is an important step, but it only
addresses part of the problem. In the last
seven years, New Jersey has added
425,000 new jobs — flooding the roads
with 177 million daily statewide vehicle-
miles traveled, up 10 percent since 1992.

Many of these men and women are
heading to 175,000 new dwellings built
in what is already the most densely popu-
lated state.

As important as last month’s vote to
authorize stop-gap financing was, it is
not enough. Next year, the Legislature
needs to re-authorize and adequately capi-
talize the Transportation Trust Fund.

There is no question that we must do
so. There is a question about how we
spend the money. It is not enough to just
throw down more black top across New
Jersey. As we move forward with renew-
ing the Transportation Trust Fund, we
need to agree on certain basic principles.

First, whatever roads we build or re-
build should be consistent with the State
Plan. We already suffer from too much
sprawl and bear the financial and quality
of life burdens resulting from unplanned,
uncoordinated growth. When we build
and rebuild, we must do so in a way that
preserves the quality of life that brought
us to New Jersey in the first place.

We need a blueprint for what we’re
doing and why we are doing it. We have
such a plan, the State Plan. Now we need
to match our road maps to the road map for
smart growth provided by the State Plan.

Second, as part of this rational ap-
proach, we must use more money for
mass transit. The nearly decade long
economic boom has put more of us to
work; unemployment is down to its low-
est level in a generation. But this pros-
perity presents challenges. As a rail com-
muter, I do not need a census count to
know that there are more of us getting on
the train every morning.

All I have to do is look at the two
people wedged into the seats next to me
and the 12 people standing in the aisle to
know that more people are using the
trains and buses than ever before.

We need more trains, more rail cars,
more buses. We need more train lines
and easier connections. We need to ac-
celerate plans for the Union County and
Delaware River Light Rail lines, move
aggressively on the Newark Airport Con-
nection and the Hudson waterfront line
and, ultimately, build a new Midtown
rail tunnel.

We must continue to invest in our
infrastructure. A decade’s worth of in-

COMPTROLLER VS.
CONTROLLER

Both words are used interchange-
ably today and have the same defini-
tion, such as, an officer who audits
accounts and supervises the finan-
cial affairs of a business or other
financial institution. Why is one spell-
ing used in lieu of the other?

Perhaps comptroller has more mys-
tique than its more prosaic cousin,
controller. Maybe you prefer the title
of “Corporate Financial Manager?”
Whichever you choose, remember
this rule that seems to govern job
titles: The more elaborate the title,
the lower the pay!

NEWS FROM TRENTON
22nd Legislative District

Keep New Jersey Moving Forward
With Transportation Trust Fund

By Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger

With over one million charities to se-
lect from throughout the country, some-
times the choices can be overwhelming.
During the holiday season, it seems each
one of them is asking for donations. The
daily mail is filled with solicitations. The
telephone rings with calls from fund-
raisers of all types.

The problem faced by the potential
giver at this time of year is coping with
the rising tide of requests - distinguish-
ing the responsible and accountable from
the fraudulent and mismanaged. The
majority of charities are reputable and do
their best to use your contribution for
worthwhile charitable activities.

I believe it would be worthwhile for
The Westfield Leader readers to be ap-
prised of what to look for in terms of
organizations that solicit money, as out-
lined by the New Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs.

The following list has been developed
so people can investigate before making
a contribution.

When you decide to contribute, be-
ware of:

• High pressure phone calls urging you
to give immediately

• Phone calls that tell you you’ve won
a large amount of money or other valu-
able prizes from a “charity”

• Callers who say that a messenger or
delivery service will come to your home
to pick up your contribution

Tips for charitable giving:
• Know Your Charity — Never give to

a charity you know nothing about. Ask
for literature and read it. Ask questions,
honest charities encourage you to do so.

• Don’t Be Fooled By A Convincing
Name — A dishonest charity will often
have an impressive name, or one that
closely resembles the name of a respected,
legitimate concern.

• Demand Identification — Always
ask to see identification for both the
solicitor and the charity. Be suspicious of
anyone who can’t respond satisfactorily.

• Beware of Telephone Solicitations -
Refuse to commit yourself on the first
call. If the charity sounds worthwhile,
ask to be sent written information.

• Don’t Fall For The Tearjerker - Don’t
give simply because of a pathetic “sob
story”. The hard luck tale is a favorite of
fraudulent operators.

• Don’t Succumb To Pressure - Don’t
let yourself be pressured into giving and
don’t feel you have to contribute on the
spot. No legitimate organization will
expect you to contribute immediately.

• Check Out Mail Solicitations - Mail
solicitations are often accompanied by a
trinket or other item that you are told you
can keep if you contribute. Federal law
says that unless you asked for the item,
you may keep it without making a contri-
bution.

• Ask About Professional Fundraisers
— Charities sometimes hire professional
fundraisers. These professionals may
keep as much as 80 percent of the money
raised as fees and expenses. Ask the

By Alan Gutterman

’Tis the Season to be Solicited,
But Know Who’s Asking for Money

solicitor if a professional fund-raiser is
being used, and if so, what percentage of
the total money will actually go to the
charity which is asking for your help.

Some important don’ts:
• Don’t give your credit card number to

strangers on the phone!
• Don’t respond to letters that say you

have pledged money, unless you are 100
percent certain you did.

• Don’t pay attention to dunning let-
ters. Authentic charities might send you
a polite reminder, but will not dun you or
report you to a credit rating agency.

Givers also can check with several
organizations before making a contribu-
tion. Those organizations include:

• UNITED FUND Organizations re-
ceiving funds from the United Fund have
undergone a rigorous review of their
budgets, programs and services. This
review is completed by local volunteers,
based on assessments of community
needs. To find out if the organization
soliciting you is supported by the United
Fund, please contact the United Fund of
Westfield at (908) 233-2113.

• CHARITIES HOT LINE State of
New Jersey Division of Consumer Af-
fairs at (973) 504-6215. This resource
maintains a listing of all accredited chari-
ties in New Jersey, noting if they use
professional fundraisers or have a history
of complaints.

• NATIONAL CHARITIES INFOR-
MATION BUREAU. The bureau evalu-
ates national charitable groups against
its own eight basic standards — whether
a volunteer board of directors exists;
whether the organization uses ethical
publicity, et cetera. The bureau advises
contributors through its reports about
individual agencies. It does not advise
donors to give or not to give. But the
bureau does encourage donors to request
detailed reports about the national chari-
table organization in which they have an
interest. Anyone can obtain the list of
organizations meeting its published stan-
dards by writing: 19 Union Square, West;
6th Floor; New York, NY 10003. The
telephone number is (212) 929-6300.

“Giving USA 1997” reports that indi-
vidual giving is responsible for more
than 84.9 percent of the $143.46 billion
raised by charities this year. This does
not include the value of volunteer labor,
worth more than $200 billion. Other
sources of contributions are corporations,
foundations and bequests.

The main beneficiaries of this out-
pouring are religious organizations,
$74.97 billion; educational organizations,
$21.51 billion; human service groups
like the United Fund, $12.66 billion; the
health field, $14.03 billion; the arts and
humanities, $10.62 billion; the environ-
ment, $4.09 billion and international re-
lief, $1.96 billion.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Alan Gutterman is Presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees of the
United Fund of Westfield.

Westfield Public Schools Provide
Services in Project Child Find

The Westfield Public School District
recognizes the importance of providing
services to young children with special
needs through its Project Child Find
efforts.

The Office of Special Services can
provide assessments for children three to
five years of age who appear to have
problems in communication, motor, so-
cial-emotional or learning areas.

Children found to be eligible for spe-
cial education and related services are
entitled to a free appropriate public edu-
cation.

If Westfield residents know of
preschoolers or have a preschool child
who appears to have one or more of the
following signs, they may call Westfield
Special Services at (908) 789-4442 or
write to Dr. Theodore Kozlik at 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, 07090, or e-mail cor-
respondence to tkozlik@westfieldnj.com.

• Significant delays in acquiring lan-
guage or significant speech problems.

• Significant difficulty walking, run-
ning or manipulating small objects.

• Frequent health problems or birth
handicaps.

• Consistent trouble seeing or hear-
ing.

• Tendency toward temper tantrums
or excessive anxiety or shyness.

• Significant difficulty playing appro-
priately with other children; and/or

• Significant problems paying atten-
tion and listening.

• Measurable developmental impair-
ment, which may require special educa-
tion and related services.

All information about such requests
will be kept confidential.

Dr. Theodore Kozlik,
Director of Student Personnel

Services,
Westfield Public Schools

More Organized Conference Meetings
Will Make Council More Efficient

Organization is a vital ingredient in today’s busi-
ness world. It is equally important in government.
These days, though, it appears the Town of Westfield
may be going down a dangerous road. As of New
Year’s Day, the town will be minus a day-to-day
administrator, with the departure of Edward A. Gottko,
who has had the job since 1993. Also, it appears the
town will not have an insurance agent for at least the
first few weeks of the new century.

But those are issues for a future editorial. At last
week’s conference meeting of the Town Council,
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim suggested that the govern-
ing body consider holding one instead of two monthly
public meetings. Under his proposal, the council
would hold three conference sessions, where council
work is conducted, one of which would be solely
dedicated to hearing reports from the chairmen of the
council’s eight standing committees. Any change in
the number of public meetings would require a change
in the town charter.

Currently, committee reports are delivered at each
of the council’s two monthly conference meetings.
Due to the length of the agenda, these reports often
come after 10 p.m. Sometimes the council may get a
quick report on the proposed sale of town-owned
parcels from Buildings and Town Property Commit-
tee Chairman Matthew P. Albano as late as 10:45
p.m. Council members may be asked to hear a recom-
mendation on expanding residential street parking
permits to apartment and/or condo dwellers from
Public Works Committee Chairman John J. Walsh at
a late hour.

Regardless of the issue, these reports should be
handled in a more efficient manner. First of all they

should be typed and submitted to the administrator’s
office and approved by the mayor before they are
placed on the agenda. We have been told this was a
practice initiated a number of years ago by former
Mayor Ray Stone. Currently, the simplest of issues are
the subject of lengthy discussions. While some matters
warrant this attention, the council must save the bulk
of its precious time for the most pressing business.

Also, one monthly report from each of the commit-
tees should be sufficient. With only a few committees
delivering regular reports, there is no reason why these
committee updates should last more than 10 minutes
each, starting at 9:30 p.m., and be completed by 10
p.m. Major issues that are not ready for council action
should be kept in committee. If further discussion is
warranted, the committee chair has the power to
“sunshine” the meeting, thus enabling the full council
to attend the meeting along with members of the
public. This occurred when Mr. Walsh held a meeting
earlier on the parking situation at Tamaques Park.

Council conference meetings should be completed
by 10 p.m. at the latest, with extra time for executive
sessions added to that time frame. The conference
meetings lately have been running past 11 p.m. Last
week’s conference session ended at midnight.

We believe switching to one public meeting a month
is not the best answer to the problem. More efficient
use of council time is a better solution.

Regardless of what decision is made as the council
prepares its 2000 calendar, the full governing body
would have to agree to any changes, including strict
attention to the amount of time given to each issue, in
order for a more efficient conference meeting setup to
be a success.

Letters to the Editor

vestment is not enough to overcome a
half-century of neglect. There’s no get-
ting around it if we want to get around in
the next century.

Our transportation plan until now has
been triage. Fix the biggest problems.
Finish the half done jobs. We have done
that. Now we must finish the larger job.
We need a new Transportation Trust
Fund for the 21st Century, a smart Fund
spent wisely and deliberately to move us
not only into the next millennium but
across and through New Jersey.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Richard H. Bagger of

Westfield has represented the 22nd Dis-
trict in New Jersey State Assembly since
1992.

Thanks to Community Volunteers,
Fanwood’s Winter Event is a Success
I’d like to thank all the volunteers

from the Winter Decorating Committee,
chaired by Mark Annese, and the mem-
bers of our Cultural Arts Committee who
worked together to make Fanwood’s
Winter Celebration such a huge success.
Thanks also go to guitarist/vocalist Billy
Populus whose rich, mellow voice was a
special feature of the event. The after-
noon was filled with laughter, music,
food, “reindeer” rides, games, ice sculp-
tures, and a memorable visit from Santa,
all of which were videotaped by our
Channel 35 cameramen George Weiss
and Joe Nagy.

Throughout the afternoon, there was a
real feeling of community, a sense of
belonging and sharing — a gift even better
than the perfect weather. There was an
atmosphere of special fellowship and new
history as we walked in procession to the
tree lighting ceremony — our voices
hushed, the slowly moving line of our

flickering candles bright against the dark.
I thought of Fanwood’s Victorian past and
how our community stands together on the
threshold of a new century and a few
millennium, and I thought of Charles
Dickens’ timeless story “A Christmas
Carol” which concludes with Tiny Tim’s
words, “God bless us, every one!”

Adele Kenny
Fanwood Cultural Arts Director

Westfield Officials Did Right Thing
In Lowering East Broad Speed Limit
Great news: The Westfield Town

Council has decided to lower to 25 miles
per hour the speed limit along most of
Broad Street. Many thanks to the coun-
cil, to Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Police
Chief Anthony J. Scutti, and especially
to Councilman Neil Sullivan, who, as
Chairman of the Public Safety Commit-
tee, has spent hours studying the factors
that affect drivers’ attitudes and behav-
ior and continues to work for positive
change.

The 25-mile-per-hour limit should
become official in the coming weeks. It is

the best first step possible to ameliorate
a hazardous situation along Westfield’s
own “Main Street.” Other factors be-
sides speed will be looked at and acted
upon to ensure that motorists drive within
the speed limit. This will save lives, and
no greater gift could we hope for in 2000
and beyond.

So, congratulations to all who did the
right thing. Westfield’s public safety is
going in the right direction — and at the
right speed.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Mountainside PTA
Thanks Supporters

The Deerfield School runs several pro-
grams throughout the year geared toward
students and parents. In October, we
celebrated Red Ribbon Week which rec-
ognizes Drug Awareness Week.

This was once again supported by do-
nations from the following
proprietorships: Geiger’s Cider Mill &
Bakery, Friendly Ice Cream Shop, 7-11,
J&M Market, Christoffers Flowers, Bay-
berry Card and Gift Shop, Roberto’s
Pastries and the Mountainside Deli.
Without them, the annual event would
not be possible and we thank them tre-
mendously.

Most recently, at the Parent Education
Program, held just for grown ups, Reju-
venations Hair and Body Spa provided
an outstanding door prize and J&M pro-
vided some of the food.

We hope our local community will con-
tinue to patronize these fine local busi-
nesses, which do so much to help our
school. We have a lot to be thankful for in
our small town. Thank you again from the
Mountainside Parent Teacher Association.

Linda Condrillo
Mountainside PTA

Temple Ruling Has Left Resident
Wondering About Future Developments

Monday, December 6’s Westfield
Planning Board meeting on the proposed
Temple Emanu-El school expansion was
particularly disturbing.

It was not disturbing because of the
result — the board passed the resolution
with six important conditions that will
benefit the surrounding neighbors — but
because of the lack of importance, or
even validity, of prior Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment decisions about
the Temple.

Some 35 years ago north side resi-
dents, raising the same litany of concerns
raised by today’s residents, extracted
important conditions about noise, light-
ing, parking and traffic. Those condi-
tions appear to have been totally dis-
counted by the board’s acting attorney on
this matter, who, to paraphrase, said they
should not be used as a basis or compari-
son due to the change in town zoning
laws over the years.

Clearly the attorney is forgetting that
all laws are based on precedence and that
real estate decisions, like should “I live
next to the Temple?”, are based on ratio-
nal expectations of what is to be enforced
by the town.

While no one can argue that the Temple
is an important Westfield institution, the

Temple Emanu-El facility is a very large
facility in a very residential neighbor-
hood. All the community was asking for
was a rational expectation that we de-
served the same level of consideration as
other similar institutions provide their
neighbors. Clearly that means enforcing
and continuing hard won concessions
about screening, lights and drainage that
were won in 1964, 1966, 1967 and 1986.

The board would be well advised to
consider the message it sent last night
with respect to the Temple and other
similar long standing cases.

History does matter. People do not
forget and promises must be kept.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Another Letter on Page 5

SP-F School Board Facilities Issues
Demand Public Attention and Input

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
faces some tough decisions in the months ahead.
Members must create a fiscally-responsible capital
improvement and funding plan that will allow the
district to successfully manage growing student en-
rollment and make needed physical plant improve-
ments. At the same time, the plan should offer oppor-
tunities to enhance the district’s pre-kindergarten
through grade 12 academic program.

The board’s decision will ultimately have a signifi-
cant impact on both students and taxpayers.

Recently, the public heard the results of a feasibility
study conducted by The Thomas Group of Princeton
to assist the board in determining how best to deal
with a burgeoning student population.

In actuality, the study did three things:
1) It presented school-by-school physical plant rec-

ommendations and addressed other areas such as health
and safety improvements, handicapped accessibility,
energy conservation and building improvements.

2) It made recommendations regarding the district’s
technology infrastructure.

3) It offered six possible scenarios with which the
board might address the enrollment issue. These
include reconfiguring grades (such as moving fifth
grade up into the middle school or returning sixth
grade to the elementary schools and converting Terrill
Middle to a sixth elementary school), building addi-
tional classrooms, renovating existing classrooms,
relocating the board offices — even building a new
school.

The scope of these improvements will require the

board to go beyond the limits of its regular budget to
seek funding via a bond referendum. Such a referen-
dum is tentatively scheduled to go before the voters in
October 2000.

Just as the board has a responsibility to carefully
evaluate these options for their educational integrity,
programming flexibility, long-term utility and tax
impact, so, too, does the public have an obligation to
become as informed as possible about the facilities’
issues.

The public must utilize the resources at their dis-
posal to learn as much as they can about the alterna-
tives the board is considering. They should listen and
be heard at public board meetings. They can tune in to
TV-34 to watch taped coverage of facilities’ discus-
sions. They ought to attend the facilities’ forums
tentatively scheduled for January and February. The
public can follow the decision-making process through
the newspaper. They can voice their comments or pose
their questions to the board members who represent
them.

All citizens of Scotch Plains and Fanwood are urged
to tune out the ever-active rumor mill on this important
question and make time to learn the facts. Take caution
against succumbing to the apathy that, too often,
accompanies school board and budget elections every
April. Such indifference has no place in a community
where 4,500 children are served by the public schools.

As taxpayers, as parents, as senior citizens, as
members of a community that prides itself on provid-
ing a quality education for their children, the public
has a responsibility to get involved and get informed.


