
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, December 9, 1999 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Gregory Longo, Fleet Enterprises, Inc, at
(800) 23-FLEET extension 74818 or (908) 654-2449

Replace Your Old Furnace Now!
Don’t Pay Anything For 12 Months!

...no payment & NO INTEREST for 1 year!

Our offer is very straight
forward. Get rid of that
headache and get a YORK
high efficiency furnace. Not
only do you have peace of
mind, you actually save up to
½ of your operating costs and
receive a cash rebate also.

Pay as low as $39.90/month
after one year. Our high quality
YORK  furnaces come with a
5 year parts & labor warranty,
so you also don't have worry
about repair costs for 5 years.

Call Ketzenberg & Org to
schedule a free survey. (908)
928-0800 or visit our
showroom at 615 Central
Avenue,  Westfield to see the
latest equipment from YORK .

*****
Ketzenberg & Org has been serving the

Central NJ area since 1947 with over
100,000 installations.

615 Central Avenue

Westfield

(908) 9
28-0800

Since

1947

  LITIGATION • REAL ESTATE • EMPLOYMENT LAW • COMMERCIAL • PERSONAL INJURY

WILLIAM J. SWEENEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

318 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD • 232-5400

Former Mayor Sets Record Straight
About Special Improvement District

I had not planned to get into the back-
biting about November’s election, but
the misstatements about authorship of
the ordinance which created Westfield’s
special improvement district (SID) com-
pel comment. I was involved; non-office-
holders Tom Jardim and Anthony LaPorta
were not.

In a statement circulated just before
the election in the Third Ward, in an
effort to detract from the efforts of Coun-
cilman Neil Sullivan, a letter with Mayor
Jardim’s signature asserted, among other
things, that “The LAW (emphasis added)
creating the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration was written by former Council-
man Ken MacRitchie.”

In his letter published November 25,
Mr. LaPorta, Councilman in 1993-4, says
that This ORDINANCE (emphasis added)
was written by MacRitchie.”

Pushing forward the program to revi-
talize the Westfield downtown business
area, which started under my predeces-
sor Mayor Richard H. Bagger, I consider
the single most important accomplish-
ment of my years as Mayor. Creating,
generating support for and enacting the
ordinance creating the district, was the
culmination of those efforts. And I am
very pleased for Westfield that the cur-
rent administration has decided to con-
tinue with the SID and make it perma-
nent.

It is very important to me personally
that those who brought this about should
receive the credit that they deserve, and
that credit should not go elsewhere by
error or design. So here are the facts:

Creation of the SID was recommended
early in 1996 by a commission I had
appointed. This came as Westfield’s
three-year participation as a MainStreet
New Jersey participant was concluding,
and during that time creating a SID was
a constant topic among those concerned
about downtown. Based on the recom-
mendation and my own conviction that
creating a SID was imperative to
Westfield’s future, I directed the then
Town Attorney, Charlie Brandt, to pre-
pare and the Laws and Rules Committee
to consider and bring to the full Town
Council for consideration, an appropri-
ate ordinance. The features of the SID
and the ordinance, of course, had to
conform to the state law allowing cre-
ation of SID’s.

The Laws and Rules Committee was
chaired by Councilman Sullivan, and
sitting Councilmen Jim Gruba and Matt
Albano and former Councilman Jim Hely
were the other members. I did not attend
their meetings in the first part of 1996, so
I do not know who contributed what in
the give and take that is the part of any
committee drafting process. All of them
are owed the thanks of the business com-
munity, the town and the present admin-
istration for their efforts.

Several of the participants assure me
that former Councilman MacRitchie, who
had been out of office for more than a
year at that point, had nothing to do with
the work of this committee as it crafted
the ordinance for council consideration.

Much of this history is detailed in a
July 27, 1996 Westfield Leader article,
and probably elsewhere.

As I recall, Mr. MacRitchie, as did the
SID study committee members and many
others, had made a number of comments
and suggestions about special improve-
ment districts; I remember this related
particularly to technical details of run-
ning same — accounting and cash man-
agement procedures and the like.

Thereafter Mr. MacRitchie resigned
from the council late in 1994 when ap-
pointed to a state executive office which
the officials in Trenton —  I believe the
Attorney General — ruled had to be held
by someone “non-political,” not involved
in the partisan political process.

The whole special improvement dis-
trict proposal had become a very “politi-
cal” issue in 1996, much of it partisan,
the subject of a lot of discussion, letters
and paperwork, with pronounced and
public differences among officeholders,
candidates, business and other constitu-
encies in town.

Again, my thanks to the 1996 Laws
and Rules Committee for drafting and to
the members of the council for unani-
mously adopting the SID concept and,
who with me, selected and appointed the
first Board of Downtown Westfield, Inc.
in the fall of 1996. Westfield generally
and downtown, in particular, in future
years will benefit greatly from an effec-
tive Special Improvement District.

Garland “Bud” Boothe Former
Mayor

Town of Westfield
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J. Brooke Hern Expects
To Formalize Campaign
For Congress in January

Thomas H. Kean, Jr. Prepares Move
To Westfield; Seeks Republican Nod

State Assemblyman Joel Weingarten Kicks Off
Campaign for Seventh Congressional District

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTIELD — The fight for the
Republican nomination in the 2000
race for the Seventh Congressional
seat this week got quite interesting
with the announcement that a candi-
date with state-wide recognition is
about to enter the campaign.

Thomas H. Kean, Jr., the son of the
former two-term Governor, con-
firmed reports that he is, in fact,

preparing to move to Westfield from
Boston to seek the GOP nomination.

Mr. Kean said he expects to close
on a house in Westfield on Thursday,
December 16. The Westfield Leader
and The Times has learned that the
home is located on Harrison Avenue
in Westfield’s First Ward.

The prospective candidate has been
spending six days a week in the dis-
trict in anticipation of running for
Congress. He said he was contacted

by several Republicans in the district
shortly after Assemblyman Richard
H. Bagger (R-22nd), also of West-
field, announced his decision not to
seek the seat.

Mr. Kean served as a Legislative
Aide for Congressman Bob Franks,
the person he hopes to replace in
Congress, from 1993 to 1999. Mr.
Franks is a candidate for the United
States Senate. Mr. Kean researched
issues impacting the district and wrote
position papers for the Congress-
man.

Prior to that, he worked in the
Office of Prevention, Pesticides and
Toxic Substances in the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
and was the Vice President and Di-
rector of the Hyattsville Volunteer
Fire Department, Inc. in Maryland.

For the past two years, Mr. Kean
has been working on his doctorate at
The Fletcher School of Law and Di-
plomacy at Tufts University in
Medford, Mass.

“We will have a very positive mes-
sage and a very positive impact on
the race,” he told The Leader and The
Times during a telephone interview
last Thursday. He said he is looking
to set up a campaign office in Scotch
Plains.

The Kean family has roots in Union
County that date back 200 years. The
family has long been involved in the
operations of the Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company, based in Westfield, and
its energy division, NUI, Inc.

Mr. Kean’s uncle, Robert Winthrop
Kean, Jr., is the Immediate Past Chair-
man of the Elizabethtown Water
board.

“I think I can have a solid impact
in Washington and raise some posi-
tive issues for the Seventh District,”
he said.

One of his major rivals for the
nomination will be Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten, who represents the 21st
Legislative District, which includes
parts of Union and Essex Counties.
Mr. Weingarten announced his can-
didacy during his official campaign
kick-off at the Grand Summit Hotel
on November 30.

Democrats seeking the seat thus
far include J. Brooke Hern, an attor-
ney from New Providence, Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and
Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — Three hundred and fifty
supporters packed the Grand Summit
Hotel in Summit on November 30 to hear

Assemblyman Joel Weingarten (R-21st)
formally announce his candidacy for the
Seventh Congressional District seat. The
district encompasses 13 communities in
Essex and Union Counties.

Assemblyman Weingarten’s an-
nouncement speech emphasized that he
is the only candidate with a proven record
of legislative accomplishment for his
constituents in the district and through- By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW PROVIDENCE — J. Brooke
Hern, an attorney from New Provi-
dence, told The Westfield Leader and
The Times this week that he expects
to officially kick off his campaign for
the Democratic nomination for the
Congress, Seventh District, some-
time next month.

Mr. Hern, 35, is an attorney in
Roseland and previously served as
Director of Public Affairs for the
New Jersey Department of Commerce
and Economic Development from
1991 to 1994 and later served as
Chief of Staff for Assemblyman Jo-
seph F. Yuhas from 1994 to 1995.

“This is a very important race be-
cause there are only five seats that are
needed to win back control (of the
House of Representatives) for the
Democrats,” said Mr. Hern.

Among the issues the expected
candidate will run on are HMO’s and
their impact on medical care pro-
vided nationwide, the Federal
government’s role in education and
gun control.

HMO’s, which Mr. Hern said are
“out of control,” will be the central
part of his campaign theme. He said
he believes corporate-run HMO’s,
which stands for health maintenance
organizations, are not licensed to
practice medicine and, thus, should
not be involved in the health indus-
try.

“Hospitals are looking for a way to
make ends meet,” he said, noting
that many hospitals are near bank-
ruptcy. He said hospitals are being
forced to operate on patients at below
the actual cost of the procedure while
the HMO’s are looking “to make

money.”
The candidate, who will be in the

nation’s capital this week to discuss
his campaign’s prospects with Demo-
cratic leaders, was raised by a teen-
age mother who was forced to bring
up four children while only 19 her-
self.

In fact, Mr. Hern was only the third
person in his family to graduate high
school; his parents and grandparents
did not receive an education past
ninth grade. Thus, he said he under-
stands the struggles families right
here in the Seventh District have to
face each day.

Mr. Hern, who holds a degree in
political science from American
University in Washington, D.C., said
he believes the role of Congress
should be to “expand opportunities,
not divide it up.”

The Seventh Congressional seat
has been held by Republicans for
over 30 years. Bob Franks of Berke-
ley Heights, who has held the seat
since 1993, is not seeking reelection
as he is a candidate for the United
States Senate.

Among the other Democrats seek-
ing the Democratic nomination are
Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin, who launched his cam-
paign in the middle of last year’s
Senate trial on President Bill Clinton;
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, who expects to announce
her campaign in January.

The list of prospective Republican
candidates includes Assemblyman
Joel Weingarten (R-21st), Thomas
H. Kean, Jr., the son of the former
Governor and Ken Gardner, a former
City Council President and ex-Fire
Chief in Woodbridge.

out the state.
“In Washington, I will bring my expe-

rience and judgment in working to en-
sure that we strengthen Social Security,
give patients and doctors more say in
managed care decisions and reduce the
cost of government,” Mr. Weingarten
said in a speech to the crowd of support-
ers.

His focus in the legislature has been on
reducing taxes, preserving open space,
reforming medical insurance, mitigating
flooding and bolstering educational stan-
dards.

“Today in New Jersey, too many work-
ing families must choose between paying
for their children’s education and saving
for retirement,” Mr. Weingarten said.

The candidate, who was just reelected
to his third term in the State Assembly, is
employed as the Manager Director of
Springfield-based Quest Associates. He
focuses on financial planning and busi-
ness expansion for leading financial ser-
vices and Fortune 500 Companies.

Mr. Weingarten, 40, told The West-
field Leader and The Times that he be-
lieves that his record of achievement in
government over the past 10 years and
the fact he lives and works in the district
are important factors that make him a
viable candidate for Congress.

In 1995 he was Acting Director of the
Essex County Office of Management and
Budget under Essex County Executive
and fellow Republican James Treffinger.
Mr. Weingarten said that in the position,
he uncovered a $162 million budget gap
left by the prior Democratic administra-
tion in its $530 million spending plan.

The candidate also noted that in 1995,
he was the architect of a $516 million
budget which produced a $68 million tax
cut.

“That was the largest budget cut on
record” in Essex County as well as state
history, he acknowledged.

Prior to working for Essex County,
Mr. Weingarten served as a Commis-
sioner on the Joint Meeting of Essex and
Union Counties, where he was elected
Chairman of the Finance Committee and
Treasurer.

Prior to being elected to the Assembly,
Mr. Weingarten served two terms on the
Millburn Township Committee.

“In selecting our next congressman,
we must choose a candidate with a proven
record of accomplishment for the people,”
Mr. Weingarten added. “As a member of
the legislature who has also served as a
county budget officer and municipal coun-
cilman, I believe I have the experience,
drive and vision to lead this District into
the next millennium.”

Mr. Weingarten anticipates spending
$400,000 in the GOP primary. He said
the general election, which will be held
in a Presidential election year, will re-
quire anywhere from $800,000 to $2
million in campaign spending. He said
the race has been targeted by both the
Republican and Democratic national com-
mittees as Republicans try to maintain
the majority in the House of Representa-
tives they have had for the past five years.

Among those persons said to be inter-
ested in seeking the GOP nomination are
Thomas Kean, Jr., the son of the former
Governor, and former Woodbridge Coun-
cil President and ex-fire chief, Ken
Gardner.

Democrats eyeing the seat include
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly,
Warren Township Committeeman Jeff
Golkin, and New Providence attorney J.
Brooke Hern.


