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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff

MIND READING � STORY TELLING � TOWN MURAL� �

OPEN MIKE � HYPNOTIST � BALLOON ARTIST� �
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Become A Part of History
Bring A Photo & Record Your Own Page in

First Night Westfield�s Millennium Scrapbook®

This scrapbook will be donated to the Westfield Memorial Library as a permenent pictorial history.

Volunteer Spaces
Still Available

FOR MORE INFORMATION
westfieldnj.com/firstnightCall (908) 518-2983

Admission Buttons Are Available From:
Lancaster Ltd. � Elm St.

The Westfield �Y� � Clark St.
The Westfield Leader � Elm St.
King�s Supermarket � Garwood

Little Treasures � East Broad St.
The Leader Store � East Broad St.

Baron�s Drug Store � East Broad St.
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Y � Martine Ave.

Westfield Recreation Department � Town Hall

$10 ea

Until 
12/30

$12
 ea

On 12/31

First Night Buttons
Make Great

Stocking Stuffers!

Friday,
Dec. 31

1999
7pm�1am

Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

STOREWIDE

WINTER SALE
&

JANUARY

CLEARANCE
SAVE 30-50%

AND MORE

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne,
New Jersey 07506  -

(973) 427-1848

20 Stirling Road, Watchung,
New Jersey 07060

(908) 756-7623

Open 7 Days   SUN. 1-5

Henkel-Harris
Rice Carved Bed
Queen Size

List $6080.
SALE $3040.

Mountainside Council Approves Ordinance
Covering Stalls at New Borough Parking Lot

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — An ordi-
nance regulating parking spaces in a
new borough lot on the northeast
corner of Route 22, West, across from
Borough Hall was passed Tuesday
evening by the Mountainside Coun-
cil.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti and the
Borough Council discussed the par-
ticulars of the ordinance last Tuesday
during their agenda setting meeting.

Borough officials had decided the
42 stalls allotted for commuter park-
ing would be done so on a first-come,
first-served basis if the resident de-
mand for spaces totaled 42 or less. If
more than 42 spaces are applied for,
then the council decided a lottery
would be conducted.

The Mayor and council stated that
the cost for parking would be $90 per
quarter and that applications for the
spaces had to be filled out by Tues-
day, February 1, 2000.

Governing body members decided
that if the applications do not reach
42 inquiries by Tuesday, February
15, then parking would be available
for non-residents on a first-come,
first-served monthly basis of $40 per

month.
It was noted that if an application

did come at any time for a
Mountainside resident to use a space,
then the non-resident would be
bumped from his or her space at the
end of any given month.

Last week, Borough Attorney John
Post revealed that if any resident
wanted a space on a month-to-month
basis, then such an arrangement could
also be worked out. In addition, it
was noted that more than one person
living at a residence could apply for
a space.

The governing body decided that
the spaces would be available to per-
mit holders from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and that
permits were not valid on Saturdays
and Sundays.

In other business, an ordinance
was passed on first reading regard-
ing fees for the Mountainside Pool. It
was noted that the Recreation Com-
mittee had recently met to discuss the
3 percent rate increases for the sum-
mer 2000 season.

For a resident family, the rate will
increase from $190 to $195 for the
season, while a resident single pass
will rise from $95 to $98. A resident

senior pass will increase from $55 to
$58 per season. For non-residents,
the fee will increase from $310 to
$325 for a family, $120 to $155 for a
single membership and $115 to $120
for a senior.

Finally, an ordinance authorizing
the position of a temporary Munici-
pal Judge was passed upon second
reading. Mayor Viglianti explained
that the borough needed a judge for
Night Court.

The Mayor ended the meeting with
a holiday wish for all of the borough’s
residents, employees and volunteers,
stating, “I want to wish everyone a
healthy and happy New Year.”

The governing body’s next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January
4, at 8 p.m., at which time the Mayor
and Councilmen Keith Turner and
Paul Mirabelli will all be sworn in to
new terms. Mayor Viglianti has
served the borough as Mountainside’s
highest elected official since 1987.
This will be his fourth consecutive
term.

Councilman Turner has served the
borough for two terms, while Coun-
cilman Mirabelli, first elected in
1996, begins his freshman term on
the governing body in the year 2000.

State Legislation Would Set Limit At 3 Yrs.
For Collection of Parking Ticket Penalties

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Warren Victor, a
long-time Westfield resident, decided
that if you can’t beat City Hall, get
Trenton on your side.

Two years ago Mr. Victor was
shocked to find a bill for $169 in his
mailbox from the City of Perth
Amboy. The bill was the result of
what the city said was an unpaid
parking ticket from the late 1980s.

From court processing costs, fines
and interest, the ticket had bal-
looned over the years. Interesting
enough, Mr. Victor had never been
notified about the so-called over-
due ticket before receiving a bill
from the city.

Following his experience, Mr. Vic-
tor did his own research and found a
number of people who had similar
experiences. In one case he found a
priest who received a fine amounting
to $600 for an unpaid ticket.

Mr. Victor took the issue to his
Assemblyman, Alan M. Augustine
of Scotch Plains, who ran with it.
That process has taken two years.

The legislation, A-1572, is await-
ing concurrence in the State Assem-
bly from changes made by the Senate
of the original version of the bill. If
the Assembly approves Senate
amendments, Governor Christine
Todd Whitman is expected to sign
the legislation before adjournment of
the current session of the Legisla-
ture, which ends in mid-January.

The legislation would implement
a three-year statute of limitations on
municipalities in the collection of
unpaid parking tickets. Currently,
these tickets, along with such felo-
nies as murder and rape, are among
the only crimes in New Jersey whereby
such a statute does not presently ex-
ist.

Nancy Malool, Chief Legislative
Aide for Assemblyman Augustine,
noted that the only outstanding tick-
ets that would die after three years
are those in which municipal courts
have failed to take any action. A
ticket, Ms. Malool explained, would
remain active if a bench warrant has
been issued or if the defendant’s li-
cense has been suspended.

If the driver can document to the
court that they had paid the parking
ticket, they would be subject to a
$100 fine for driving on the sus-
pended list as per an amendment in

the bill. Currently, the fine is $500.
The bill also has been amended to

specify that a municipal court would
not give notice to the Division of
Motor Vehicles until a person has
failed to respond to appear in court
on three separate parking cases or
has failed to respond on three sepa-
rate parking tickets.

Ms. Malool stated that Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley (D-32nd), the
bill’s co-sponsor and original spon-
sor, made the amendments to the bill.

In order to delete the language on
either of the amendments, the bill
would have to be reintroduced in the
next Legislative Session.

Mr. Victor credits Assemblyman
Augustine who he said was “ex-
tremely pro active in gathering sup-
port for the bill and shepherding it
through the legislative process.”

Mr. Augustine said his legislation
follows a October 1997 state Supe-
rior Court decision several years ago
that dismissed 454,000 outstanding
parking tickets that dated back three
or more years. That decision became
effective February 1998.

He said the legislation amounts to
“just a matter of fundamental fair-
ness” with regard to collection of
parking fines. Mr. Augustine said he
believes towns such as Westfield and
Scotch Plains, are more organized in
collecting fines and thus will see
little impact from the new law.

In discussing the issue, he said in
some cases motorists did not dis-
cover they had an unpaid ticket until
being stopped by police for some
other driving infraction. At this point,
they were notified that either a bench
warrant had been issued for their
arrest or that their driver’s license
had been suspended.

In these cases, their cars were im-
pounded and towed at the owner’s
expense.

In terms of the issuance of a court
receipt upon payment of a ticket, the
legislation required submittal of a
receipt, either manually or computer
generated, that is pre-numbered and
includes the name and signature of
the person who received the pay-
ment, the date and time the payment
was received, the name or code of the
person that took the payment, the
date and time payment was made and
a statement that the fine has been
paid in full along with complaint or
court docket number.

If a driver pays by mail, they will be
entitled to a copy of the receipt if they
send a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope.

This provision to drop all com-
plaints upon receipt of payment or
proof of payment, according to the
legislation, was aimed at those towns
that have refused to acknowledge
receipt of documents presented by
motorists to signify they had paid the
fines assessed against them.

Mr. Victor was able to backup his
claim that he had paid his ticket
through a canceled check he found
in his records. While the city had
cashed the check, it had evidently
failed to record the transaction in its
records.

If the Governor signs the bill, it
will become effectively immediately.

Mr. Augustine is also the sponsor
of A-940, a bill that would activate
driver’s license suspensions 15 days
from the date the notice is sent to the
driver. The legislation is aimed at
eliminating the additional fines mo-
torists face for driving with suspended
licenses of which they have yet to be
notified.


