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� Obituaries �

The Leader Obituary
Policy Published
January 22, 1896

Ten cents per line will be charged
by the Leader for obituary notices
for all business men who do not
advertise while living. Delinquent
subscribers will be charged five
cents. Advertisers and cash sub-
scribers will receive as good a send
off as we can manufacture, top of
column, next to reading matter,
without any charges whatever. Send
in your advertisements and sub-
scriptions, as the grip is abroad in
the land. Omit doing so and you
will do your heirs and estate a mani-
fest injustice.

NOTE: The Leader’s policy in
1999 is not to charge for obituaries.

Carolyn Thorpe, 91, Was Parishioner
And Altar Guild Member at St. Paul’s

William J. Rhatigan, 63
William J. Rhatigan, 63, of West-

field died on Wednesday, December
22, at home.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Garwood for many years before mov-
ing to Westfield in 1972.

Mr. Rhatigan had been employed by
Seton Hall University in South Orange
in the Student Services Department
before retiring in 1990.

He graduated from the university
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Education.

Mr. Rhatigan was a United States
Army veteran.

He was predeceased by his father,
William J. Rhatigan,

Surviving are his wife, Joan Brennan
Rhatigan; two daughters, Theresa
Bissonnette of Rhode Island and
Patricia Corduan of North Carolina;
his mother, Mary Dailey Rhatigan, and
a granddaughter.

Private services were arranged by
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556 West-
field Avenue in Westfield. A memorial
Mass will be held at a future date.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
or to the Center for Hope Hospice.
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‘White Gift Service’ Set
For Sunday Morning
At Methodist Church

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield has
announced that a White Gift Service
will be held this Sunday, January 2, at
11 a.m.

Participants of all ages are invited
to join the grand procession recall-
ing the journey of the Three Kings as
they followed the Star to Bethlehem
to present their gifts to the newborn
Jesus.

During the service, those present
will have an opportunity to bring for-
ward “gifts” wrapped in white paper or
white envelopes. Gifts may include
any of the following: non-perishable
food items or money for the church
food cupboard; money for housing the
homeless at the church; settings of
stainless steel eating utensils or money
for the Plainfield Free Meal Program,
or craft items for the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council.

Child care will be provided for
youngsters age 5 and under. The church
is located at 1 East Broad Street. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-4211.

Woodside Chapel Posts
Programs for January
FANWOOD — The Woodside

Chapel, located at 5 Morse Avenue in
Fanwood at Westfield Road, has in-
vited members of the community to its
Sunday morning Family Bible Hour
and Sunday School at 11 a.m. and its
Sunday evening service at 6 p.m.

Bob Hayes will speak on January 2
at both 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., and at 11
a.m. on January 9. On January 9, mem-
bers of the church will begin studying
the series entitled “Truth Matters” at
the Family Bible Hour and the Sunday
School. The series will run through
Sunday, February 27.

A nursery is provided at both meet-
ings. For further information, please
call Gene Graber at (908) 889-5462 or
Dave Brooks at (908) 789-0796.

Carolyn Roeder Thorpe, 91, of
Easton, Md., died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 21, at the William Hill Manor in
Easton.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa. on April 26,
1908, she was the daughter of the late
Charles Henry and Minnie Mohr
Roeder. She had lived in Westfield for
many years before moving to Easton in
1998.

She graduated from the Moravian
Preparatory School in Bethlehem and
from Cedar Crest College in Allen-
town, Pa.

Mrs. Thorpe was a member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
and of the church’s Altar Guild.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Gardner Belknap Thorpe, in
December of 1979. The couple was
married in September of 1929.

Surviving are two daughters, Carol
T. Patterson of Oxford, Md. and Bar-

bara T. Davis of Conover, Wis.; six
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

Private services were arranged un-
der the direction of the Fellows,
Helfenbein and Newnam Funeral
Home in Easton.

Memorial donations may be made to
the American Heart Association, Mid-
Atlantic Affiliate, P.O. Box 5216, Glen
Allen, Va. 23058.
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Going forward  in the next  Millennium

“O, Sometimes gleams upon our sight,
Through present wrong, th' eternal right;
And step by step, since time began,
We see the steady gain of man.

Through the harsh noises of our day.
A low sweet prelude finds its way:
Through clouds of doubt and creeds of fear
A light is breaking, calm and clear.

Henceforth my heart shall sigh no more
For olden time and holier shore:
God's love and blessing then and there,
Are now and here and everywhere.

Hymn 238 by Jon Greenleaf Whittier from the Christian Science Hymnal

Greetings from First Church of Christ, Scientist &
The Christian Science Reading Room in Westfield • 908-232-3226

Loretta DeFilippis, 78, Parishioner;
Owned Ceramics Shop in Scotch Plains

Fred Steinberger, Retired Manager;
Was Leader in Knights of Pythias

Raffaella Vitale, 67
Raffaella Vitale, 67, of Spring Hill,

Fla. died on Wednesday, December
22, in the Spring Hill Regional Hospi-
tal.

Born in Foggia, Italy, she had lived
in Scotch Plains before moving to
Spring Hill five years ago.

Mrs. Vitale was a member of the
New Jersey Club and the YMCA of
Spring Hill.

Surviving are her husband, Salvatore
Vitale; a daughter, Catherine Nasti;
three sons, Gerald Vitale, Andrew Vitale
and Frank Vitale; a sister, Antoinette
DeErrico, and eight grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled by the
Brewer Memorial Funeral Home in
Spring Hill.
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Angelo M. Scala, 82
Angelo Michael Scala, 82, of Lake

Worth, Fla. died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 7, at home.

Born in Westfield, he had lived in
Branchburg for 23 years before mov-
ing to Lake Worth in 1986.

Mr. Scala had been the owner of
Tina’s Motel and Trailer Court in
Branchburg for 23 years before retir-
ing in 1986.

He served as a machinist mate in the
United States Navy during World War II.

Mr. Scala was a member of the Elks
Lodge No. 1388 in Bound Brook and
of the Lacuna Golf and Country Club
in Lake Worth.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Mary Scala; two sons, Michael Scala
and James Scala; two daughters, Karen
Holota and Marcia Scala-Mindigo; two
sisters, Tillie Fiorino and Tina Moretti;
a brother, Euguene Scala, and six grand-
children.

A memorial Mass was held in Lake
Worth.

Arrangements were handled by the
All County Funeral Home in Lake
Worth.
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Rita Martz Miller, 65
Rita Martz Miller, 65, of Bridgewater

died on Wednesday, December 22, at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in Pottsville, Pa., she had lived
in Roselle before moving to
Bridgewater 35 years ago.

Mrs. Miller was a legal secretary for
Beneficial Management Corporation
in Peapack for 15 years.

Surviving are her husband of 42
years, George C. Miller, Jr.; two sons,
George C. Miller, 3rd, of Boston and
Gary M. Miller of Bridgewater; a
daughter, Dena Deretchin of
Hillsborough; a brother, Gus Martz of
Manville; a sister, Roxy Hauptly of
Fanwood, and three grandchildren.

Services were held on Sunday, De-
cember 26, at the Bridgewater Funeral
Home in Bridgewater.

Memorial donations may be made to
the American Cancer Society.
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Good News

Isaiah 42:16 The Gospel

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn
the darkness into light before them and make the
rough places smooth. These are the things I will do;
I will not forsake them.Funeral planning makes

it easier for those you love.

Forethought® funeral planning...

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Together,
not alone.

Do it today,
not tomorrow.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

• FRED H. GRAY, JR. •WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  DAVID J. CRABIEL

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

Thomas J. Carey, 68, Worked in Finance;
Played in Yankees’ Minor League Program

Fred Steinberger of Scotch Plains
died on Thursday, December 23, in
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Elizabeth before moving to Scotch
Plains five years ago.

Mr. Steinberger had been the man-
ager of A to Z Products in Fords for
more than 20 years before retiring in
1996.

He was the Past Chancellor-Com-
mander of the Knights of Pythias Essex
Eureka Lodge No. 158 in Maplewood
and was active with the Dokkie Higera
Fraternal Organization in Nutley.

Surviving are his wife, Vera
Steinberger, and a brother, Emery
Steinberger.

Services were held on Friday, De-
cember 24, at the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.
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Loretta Magnanti DeFilippis, 78,
of Toms River died on Friday, De-
cember 24, in the Jersey Shore
Medical Center in Neptune.

Born and raised in Newark, she
had lived in Union, Scotch Plains,
Millersville, Md., and Fanwood be-
fore moving to Toms River five
years ago.

Mrs. DeFilippis owned and oper-
ated Loretta’s, a ceramics shop in
Scotch Plains, for over 25 years.

She was an officer with the Inter-
national Ceramics Association and
the National Ceramics Association.

Mrs. DeFilippis was a member of
the Calvary Assembly of God in
West Long Branch.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Liber DeFilippis, in 1986; a
son, Albert DeFilippis, in 1989,
and a grandson, Jimmy Schelhorn,
in 1989.

Surviving are two sons, Carmine
J. DeFilippis of Campbell Hall, N.Y.
and Leigh DeFilippis of Annandale;

two daughters, Elena Burd of
Bedminster and Carolyn Schelhorn
of Berkeley Heights; two sisters,
Frances Mullin of Toms River and
Antoinette Garruto of Union; 10
grandchildren and nine great-grand-
children.

A funeral service was held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 29, at
the Higgins Home for Funerals in
Watchung. Interment took place at
Somerset Hills Memorial Park in
Basking Ridge.
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Thomas J. Carey, 68, of Summit
died on Saturday, December 25, in
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Maplewood from 1970 to
1979, when he relocated to Summit.

Mr. Carey had been employed dur-
ing the 1970s as a financial analyst
for Manufacturers Hanover in New
York City. He later worked for 15
years as a financial advisor for Over-
look Hospital before retiring in 1993.
He also served as a volunteer with
the hospital for many years.

He served with the United States
Marine Corps during the Korean Con-
flict.

During the early 1950s, Mr. Carey
played in the New York Yankees mi-
nor league system.

He graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Business from
Georgetown University in 1960 and
earned his Master of Business Admin-
istration Degree in Management from
Saint John’s University in 1975.

Surviving are three daughters,
Patricia Fitzpatrick and Mary Ann
Keenan, both of Westfield, and Chris-
tine Plummer of Succasunna; a son,
Thomas C. Carey of Charlotte, N.C.,
and five grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held
yesterday, Wednesday, December 29, in
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School;
336 First Street, Westfield, 07090.

Arrangements were handled by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield.
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Marie C. Kirsch, 92
Marie Cecilia Kirsch, 92, of West-

field died on Saturday, December 25.
Born on May 21, 1907 in Brooklyn,

the daughter of Mary and John J.
McNally, she had lived in Westfield for
more than 20 years.

Mrs. Kirsch had been employed for
more than 20 years as an operator with
AT&T in lower Manhattan.

She was a long-time member of the
Telephone Pioneers of America, E.J.
Hall Chapter in Manhattan and of the
AT&T Glee Club.

She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

She was predeceased by two hus-
bands, Joseph M Vetter and John G.
“Doc” Kirsch; two brothers, John and
George McNally, and by a sister,
Katherine Stamm.

Surviving are a son, Joseph G. Vetter of
Maspeth, N.Y.; three daughters, Patricia
Diemer of Mountainside, Mary
Oestreicher of Kingwood, Tex. and Jeanne
Finken of Clifton Park, N.Y.; 14 grand-
children and 10 great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was of-
fered yesterday, Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, in St. Helen’s Church. Inter-
ment took place at St. John’s Cemetery
in Queens.

Arrangements were under the direc-
tion of the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center for Hope Hospice
or to one’s charity of choice.
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Frances Messersmith, Was Graduate
Of Connecticut College for Women

Frances Adams Messersmith, 78, of
Stuart, Fla. died on Thursday, Decem-
ber 23, at Martin Memorial Medical
Center in Stuart.

Born in Long Island City, N.Y., she
had lived in Westfield before relocat-
ing to Stuart 14 years ago.

She was a homemaker.
Mrs. Messersmith was a member of

Mariner Sands Golf & Country Club in
Stuart.

She was a graduate of Connecticut
College for Women.

Surviving are her husband of 36
years, Robert S. Messersmith; three
sons, Geoffrey Crane of Olive Branch,
Miss., Jonathan Crane of Woodstock,
Vt. and James P. Messersmith of At-
lanta, Ga. ; two daughters, Nancy

Kindergan of Phoenix, Ariz. and
Deborah Benedetti of Boxford, Mass.;
a sister, Dorothy Jagger of Myrtle
Beach, S.C. and 13 grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held on
Wednesday, January 5, at 1 p.m. at the
Mariner Sands Chapel in Stuart, with
Pastor Dr. Robert W. Bedingfield offi-
ciating.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Young and Prill Funeral
Home in Stuart.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Hospice of Martin & St. Lucie,
Inc., 2030 South East Ocean Boule-
vard, Stuart, Fla., 34996.
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Former Mayor Dennis Writes
Of Town Affairs Back In ‘80’s

 The Telephone was also installed later.
Until the latter part of this period, all
the walks in the township were made
of wood, and during very wet weather,
the commuters in going North avenue
to Broad street on Elm street were
reminded of the days of their youth
when they sailed around a pond on a
light raft, for the walk always floated,
and sank ankle deep under their weight.

The Great Trolley Issue
During 1896 or 1897, the Elizabeth-

Plainfield Trolley Co. made applica-
tion for a franchise to operate through
the streets of the township. The Town-
ship Committee was then composed of
two Republicans and one Democrat,
— Mr. Christopnor Harden. The ma-
jority was opposed and the minority, in
favor of the granting of the franchise;
therefore no progress was made. The
issue of the Spring election of 1898
was “Trolley or No Trolley”; the Re-
publicans took the latter and the Demo-
crats, the former side. The Democrat
was elected which insured the granting
of the franchise. The originally pro-
posed route of the trolley line was up
South avenue to about Garwood where
it proposed to cross the tracks of the
Central Railroad of New Jersey by a
bridge over the tracks, thence up North
avenue to Plainfield, but the Board of
Freeholders refused the privilege to
use North avenue because it was a
county road. Several routes were sub-
sequently considered but abandoned.
The Township Committee finally in-
duced the transit company to consider
the present route, which was adopted,
and it gave the town a cross-town line
of transportation. This was not accom-
plished without considerable trouble.
After all the consents of property own-
ers from Grove street to Dudley av-
enue had been secured, the residents of
Dudley avenue combined to block it at
that street. Elm street ended at, Dudley
avenue at that time, and a  man by the
name of Andrew Bloodgood owned
the property on Dudley avenue exactly
at the head of Elm street and would not
sell it to the trolley to enable them to
secure the necessary right of way. The
property owners on Dudley avenue
between Elm street and Prospect street
would not give their consent to pass in
front of their property, and the Town-
ship Committee and the trolley were at
a standstill as to what they would do
next, until a Mrs. Webb, who owned
the property adjoining the Bloodgood
property, came to their rescue by se-
curing an option in the Bloodgood
land, and selling it to the trolley com-
pany. Thus the right way was secured
and Westfield got a cross-town trolley.

In 1895-1897, a sanitary sewer was
proposed by some of our leading citi-
zens. There was a bitter fight on the
subject between the town and the farm-
ing districts. The latter led by Mr. W.G.
Peckham, was finally outwitted by Mr.
Frank Beryen, — then the town attor-

ney — and the Township secured the
present sewer. The Township then cov-
ered the present Town of Westfield,
Mountainside, and Garwood, this side
of the center line of Center street in
that borough. The sewer controversy
caused the Mountainside people to ask
the Legislature to set them off from
Westfield, which request was granted.

Republicans Stole
 Democratic Thunder

About 1900, the Township laws were
codified and all the Township commit-
tees were ousted from office including
Westfield. The voters returned to of-
fice one Democrat and two Republi-
cans. The Democrat immediately
started a campaign for stone sidewalks,
being opposed by the Republican mem-
bers of the committee together with
their party leaders and the people in
general, and it is strange to state that he
survived the personal and public abuse
that was liberally showered upon him
and he still lives after winning the
trolley and stone sidewalks for the
town. This same Democrat advocated
about this time the free mail delivery
that we now enjoy, but when it ap-
peared as if Washington was about to
approve it, pressure was brought to
bear because he advocated it as a Demo-
crat, and it was not granted, but the
Republican leaders took it up the next
year and put it through.

During the period between 1900 and
1903, the trolley was put through and
the town began to grow, and the Town-
ship laws were found to be too re-
stricted for our growth at the same time
the Republican party was split in twain,
with one part in control of the township
government, and the other part wish-
ing to oust them. The only course to
this end and to more liberal laws for the
government of the Township was to
incorporate as a town. The Republican
“outs” had some of the State laws
amended so that quick action could be
taken in the Legislature and then to-
gether with  some of the Democrats,
they succeeded in incorporating the
town, and the “outs” were in, and the
“ins” were out. During 1901, the first
appropriation was made for a uniform
police force, amounting to $1,500, and
the next year it was raised to $2,500
and we paid the officers by the day.
There was much opposition to this
appropriation as under the Township
laws,   the voters upon all Township
appropriations, but the Republicans
carried it through.

The total annual cost of the Town-
ship government at this time were ap-
proximately $16,000. Since then, the
town has made substantial progress
without a great deal of opposition un-
der six Republican and one Demo-
cratic, Mayors.

The Early School Fights
The schools have always been of

vital interest to the community, but we
have never given the school board a
new school without a big “fight” all
around. The old inhabitants were hor-
rified when in 1869 the Prospect St.
School was built. It was the first im-
provement in this line, and the men
who brought it about have their names
inscribed on a marble tablet in the
front of the building. This tablet should
be preserved in their honor as the pio-
neers of our educational system. The
next school to be built was the old
Lincoln School. The opposition fought
this with their usual vigor, and caused
one of the trustees to demand in indig-
nation, at the public meeting, “by what
right they opposed the trustees in the
erection of the school.” The next build-
ing was the Washington School. The
Board of Trustees was divided at this
time, and the minority members had
the usual opportunity so well orga-
nized that it was concluded that they
would win at the school meeting un-
fortunately for them, when the matter
was about to be voted upon, an alarm
of fire was given for a fire in a resi-
dence on Dudley avenue. The opposi-
tion practically left the meeting in a
body to attend the fire, and the project
of erecting the school was carried in
their absence.

The McKinley School was next and
was carried by the voters of the Fourth
Ward against the rest of the town.
Then came the proposition to build a
high school on the Peckham Dump,
now Mindowaskin Park. This was de-
feated by a vote of about four to one,
— sixteen hundred votes being cast.
The present High School followed
and by the use of political methods,
the board succeeded in defeating the
usual opposition. The building of the
new Lincoln, and the Junior High
School proposition are of such recent
date that it is unnecessary to go into
details.
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Charles J. Pantano, 87
Charles J. Pantano, 87, of Kenilworth

died Monday, December 27, in the
Kenilworth home of his daughter,
Liboria L. DePalma.

Born in Newark, he lived in
Mountainside before moving to
Kenilworth a year ago.

Mr. Pantano worked as a master
mechanic for Operating Engineers
Union Local No. 825 in Little Falls for
50 years, retiring 15 years ago.

Also surviving are three other daugh-
ters, Josephine Anastasio, Lisetta
DelGuercio and Maria Bourlotos-
Pantano; nine grandchildren, and eight
great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, December 30, at 10 a.m. in
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside.

Arrangements are being handled by
the Galante Funeral Home in Union.
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C. Raymond Clark, 73
C. Raymond Clark, 73, of Scotch

Plains died Monday, December 27, in
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Mountainside, he moved to
Scotch Plains in 1939.

He was a United States Navy veteran
of World War II.

Mr. Clark worked for the F&E Truck-
ing Company in Scotch Plains for 15
years before retiring in 1991. Prior to
that he had been one of the owners of
the Clark Brothers Excavating Com-
pany in Scotch Plains.

He was a member of the Scotch
Plains American Legion Post No. 209,
and the senior citizens basketball, bowl-
ing and baseball recreation leagues, all
of Scotch Plains.

Surviving are a son, Stephen R.
Clark; a brother, Eugene Clark; a sis-
ter, Veronica Herrick, and three grand-
children.

A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, December 30, at 10 a.m. in
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church
in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements are being handled by
the Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch
Plains.
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Harold J. Edmon, 90
Harold J. Edmon, 90 of Southampton

died on Friday, December 24, at Gen-
esis Eldercare in Voorhees.

Born in Lebanon, Ohio, he had lived
in Westfield before relocating to
Leisuretown in Southampton 20 years
ago.

Mr. Edmon had been a salesman for
the Albert Verley Company in Linden
before retiring in 1979.

He was a 1931 graduate of Purdue
University in Lafayette, Ind.

He was a 50-year member of
Shepard-Salem Lodge No. 78, Free
and Accepted Masons of Naugatuck,
Conn. Mr. Edmon was also a member
of the Square Club in Leisuretown.

Surviving are his wife, Roberta F.
Adams Edmon; a daughter, Christine
L. Zucker of Englewood; three sons,
Edward R. Edmon of Ecuador, Harold
Edmon, Jr. of Seattle, Wash. and Tho-
mas A. Edmon of New Hampton, N.Y.,
and nine grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Tuesday,
December 28, at the Lechner Funeral
Home in Medford. Interment took place
in Odd Fellows Cemetery, also in
Medford.

Memorial contributions may be
made to T.O.U.C.H., 202 North Ply-
mouth Court, Southampton, 08088.
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