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Arts & Entertainment
MILLENNIUM EDITION

Happy
New Year!

Plays, Players
New And Old

Events Presented
NEW YORK CITY �

Ambassador � The Matrimonial Bed
Apollo � Manhattan Mary
Bayes � Her First Affaire
Beiasco � Hit the Deck
Belmont � The Uninvited Guest
Bijou � Immortal Isabella
Biltmore � Jimmie�s Women
Broadhurst � Broadway
Booth � Escape
Casino � Just Fancy
Century � The Desert Song
Chanin�s 46th Street � Good News
Charles Hopkins � The Ivory Door
Cohan � The 19th Hole
Comedy � And So To Bed
Cort � The Ladder
Cosmopolitan � Chauve Souris
Daly�s � Love In the Tropics
Earl Carroll � Allez Oop
Eltinge � Tenth Avenue
Empire � Interference
Erlangers � The Merry Malones
Frolic � Women Go On Forever
Fulton � Dracula
Garrick � The Taming of the Shrew
Greenwich Village � Jacob Slovak
Guild � Porgy
Hampden�s � An Enemy of the People
Harris � Yes, Yes, Yvette
Henry Miller � The Baby Cyclone
Hudson � Weather Clear, Track Fast
John Golden � Four Walls
Jolson�s � My Maryland
Klaw � Creoles
Knickerbocker � Sidewalks of New York
Longacre � The Command to Love
Lyceum � Hidden
Lyric � Out of the Night
Majestic � The Love Call
Manhattan Opera � Angelo Musco
Mansfield � The Springboard
Martin Beck � The Shannons of Broadway
Maxine Elliot�s � The House of Women
Morosco � The Letter
Masque � Revelry
Music Box � The Spider
National � The Trial of Mary Dugan
New Amsterdam � Ziegfeld Follies
Palace � Vaudeville
Playhouse � The Road to Rome
Plymouth � Burlesque
Provincetown � In Abraham�s Bosom
Republic � The Mulberry Bush
Ritz � White Lights
Royale � The Mikado
Selwyn � Pickwick
Shubert � My Princess
Vanderbilt � Peggy Ann
Waldorf � The Ladder
Wallack�s � The Hornet�s Nest
Winter Garden � A Night In Spain
Ziegfeld � Rio Rita
44th Street � The Five O�Clock Girl
49th Street � Synthetic Sin
WESTFIELD �
Rialto � Moving Pictures
ELIZABETH �
Fabian�s Ritz � Moving Pictures
Regent � Moving Pictures

Sixty-Five Members
In Local Glee Club
At a general meeting of the Westfield

Glee Club held last month, it was
decided to incorporate the club. The
necessary incorporation papers were
filed in Trenton and the secretary of the
club recently received the certificate
incorporating the club as an associa-
tion not for profit.

The weekly rehearsals are showing
fine progress under Mr. Doherty’s able
direction. The high percentage of at-
tendance as well as the strict attention
to the singing shows how seriously the
progress of the club is regarded by its
active members. With such interest as
it being shown, there is no doubt that
the club’s entertainments will be well
worth hearing.

The active or singing membership of
the club is now complete having
reached the limit of sixty-five and hav-
ing a waiting list. Also the associate
membership has grown more rapidly
than was expected as it has now reached
one hundred and thirty-five or ninety
per cent of the number which has been
established as the full quota under the
club’s regulations.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

ORIGAMI MASTER… Scott Satkin,
an 11th grade student at Westfield
High School, has been named a win-
ner in the 1999 Origami by Children
competition, sponsored by Origami
USA. Scott’s work, along with 60
other winners from eight countries,
is currently on display in the window
of the Donnell Library Center, op-
posite the Museum of Modern Art
on West 53rd Street, in New York. To
create his award-winning model, a
Stellated Icosohedran, Scott folded
over 60 sheets of paper and intri-
cately wove them together to form a
black and white geometric model
with 20 points. Entries in the compe-
tition were judged on three criteria:
quality of folding, creativity of pre-
sentation and originality.

Year in Review
Continued from Page 24

Brunch at the Metro Hilton in
Woodbridge received only 1 chef hat.

Pablo Picasso was the Artist of the
Week on September 9, while CBS and
Viacom decided to join forces in what
was touted “The Mega-Merger of the
Century.” The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders relocated the Jer-
sey Jazz by the Lake Festival from
Nomahegan Park to Echo Lake Park
due to the unexpected devastation of
Hurricane Floyd.

Civile Ristorante Italiano in
Kenilworth received 3 ½ chef hats.

Auntie Mame, portrayed by veteran
actress Christine Ebersole, electrified
audiences in Mame at the Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. Mural Artist
and Westfielder Kathi Olsen discussed
a mural she created brimming with
pots of posies for Juxtapose Gallery.
Edvard Munch was the Artist of the
Week on September 16. Saturday morn-
ing programming for children was criti-
cized and praised, separately in Pen &
Ink. Founder and Executive Director
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) in Westfield, Dr.
Theodore K. Schlosberg, attended the
Alphorn Institute with student Chris
Velderman in Switzerland.

Clark-based Momotaro received 3
chef hats.

The Garden Club of Westfield dis-
cussed turning flora and fauna into an
art and a list of edible flowers was a
helpful sidebar for cooks. Music Di-
rector and Conductor of the WSO,
Maestro David Wroe, announced the
appointment of Dr. Joseph Orchard as
Musicologist for the current season.
Maurits Cornelis Escher was Artist of
the Week for September 23. Growing
Stage Theatre in Netcong was spot-
lighted as a forum which sparks the
imaginations of children.

October as Arts & Humanities Month
was kicked off a bit early in the Sep-
tember 30 edition. Salvador Dali was
the Artist of the Week. “The 79th An-
nual Miss America Pageant” earned a
resounding thumbs down in Pen & Ink,
with Donnie and Marie Osmond host-
ing. The WSO announced that phar-
maceutical giant, Merck & Co., Inc.
would fund its opening concert on
October 9.

The Emerald-A Russian Restaurant
in Springfield garnered 3 chef hats.

October
The “Sensation” Exhibit at the Brook-

lyn Museum of Art took center stage
with its controversial nature and began
the talk of the neighboring towns. Local
artists and groups offered their reaction
to New York City Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani’s outrage over a dung-infested
painting depicting the Virgin Mary. Au-
thor Eric Carle was Artist of the Week
and I took my own stand on the “Sensa-
tion” exhibit in Pen & Ink.

The Union County Board of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs offered
the county an opportunity to flash-
back to history with a tour-filled
weekend of legendary homes and
landmarks in “Four Centuries in a
Weekend.” The WSO delivered a
smashing first concert with Richard
Nanes, Composer in Residence, and
Zina Schiff, violin soloist. Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec was named Artist
of the Week for October 14. The
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre
presented a successful rendition of
Forever Plaid.

Winberie in Summit proved to be a
pleasant brunching experience, receiv-
ing 3 eggs out of a possible 4.

Westfield resident and author Billy
Callahan set the stage for a spooky
Halloween season with his smash, top-
seller, “Muckraker,” printed by the Town
Book Press of the Town Book Store in
Westfield. A sidebar outlining the tradi-
tions and customs of Halloween was
offered to readers, as well as a yummy
pumpkin and peanut Halloween spread.
The Westfield Ghost Hunters Society
was explored and author Stephen King
was named Artist of the Week for Octo-
ber 21.

The political edition of The Leader
and The Times compelled me to write
about the history and meaning behind
editorial cartoons in our society.
Gustav Klimt was the Artist of the
Week for October 28. The Taste of
Westfield event, which allowed par-
ticipants to sample the fare from local
restaurants and vendors, received high
acclaim.

The Highlawn Pavillion in West Or-
ange received 4 chef hats.

November
Scotch Plains resident and photo-

realistic painter Donald David discussed
his work. Roy Lichtenstein was named
Artist of the Week for November 4.
Westfield resident Patricia Brentano
Bramnick prepared for an exhibit at
Swain Galleries in Plainfield and Harry
A. Devlin featured his work in an art
show fundraiser in Green Brook to aid
those individuals devastated by Hurri-
cane Floyd.

Musician Maria Woodford rapped

with me about her new CD, “Brighter
Path” and her musical influences and
life changes. Cartoonist Cathy
Guisewite was Artist of the Week for
November 11. Pen & Ink examined the
definition of power as defined by Enter-
tainment Weekly’s “Power List.”

Creator of the Wizard of Oz tale, L.
Frank Baum was selected as November
14’s Artist of the Week. The Ginko
Twig discussed its new cookbook, “A
Taste Tour” and the Trade-A-Toy Pro-
gram by Zany Brainy, which encour-
ages a trade of violent toys for creative
entertainment, was explored.

The recently-opened Acquaviva
delle fonti in Westfield garnered 3
chef hats.

The Thanksgiving Edition of A&E
spotlighted a successful WSO concert
featuring Hai-Ye Ni, cellist and Mae-
stro Wroe. A Mother-Daughter Book
Club brimming with mature discus-
sion on literature and related activities
was spotlighted. Thanksgiving tradi-
tions were explored in a special sidebar.
Grandma Moses was the Artist of the
Week.

December
A group of 30 students from Park

Middle School qualified to perform in
the Madison Square Garden-based pro-
duction of A Christmas Carol. The
children sang “God Bless Us Every-
one.” Westfield actor and student,
Teddy Alvaro, set out to perform in an
episode of NBC’s “Law & Order.” A
sidebar featuring tips and suggestions
on selecting the ideal Christmas tree
was offered. Scotch Plains resident
Barbara Ostroff made her dreams come
true when she performed as a clown in
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in
New York City. Stevie Nicks was Art-
ist of the Week for December 2.

The Metropolitan Club in New York
City earned four chef hats.

The proprietors of Beautiful Things
in Scotch Plains, Nell and E. Austin
Goodwin proved to be more than just
store owners when they discussed their
individual and unique artistry with
The Leader and The Times. We took a
look back on the life and influence of
John Lennon, who was assassinated
19 years ago in New York.

Paul Laventhar of Scotch Plains
penned historical essays to usher in
the millennium with a series of
datebooks entitled, “The Millennium
Journal.” The WSO commissioned a
special score, “Millennium Butter-
flies” for First Night Westfield 2000
from Westfield High School gradu-
ate Genevieve Mannion.

Fanwood resident Vicki Annese
discussed the KidstART program at
the Fanwood Memorial Library
which utilizes art to strengthen the
self-esteem and creativity of chil-
dren. Galleria West in Westfield ex-
hibited the abstract artwork of French
native and Brooklyn resident Chris-
topher WU.

Scotch Plains actor Jimmy Walsh
discussed his spotlight role as Young
Scrooge in A Christmas Carol at
Madison Square Garden with Susan
M. Dyckman. Scotch Plains resident
and student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Whitney
Slaten revealed his techniques and
styles as a soprano saxophone player.

Mountainside’s Art Taylor, graphic
designer, proudly displayed his
painted paper sculptured angels at
First Baptist Church in Westfield.
Finally, rounding out the century, we
took a look back at the creator of
Peanuts, Charles Schulz, who an-
nounced his retirement due to recov-
ery from colon cancer treatment and
surgery.

The Westfield Theatre circa the
1920s as depicted in “Images of
America: Westfield In the Golden
Age of Postcards” by Stanley H.
Lipson.

Anna and the King
A Pretender to the Throne

Quiz
Answers:

1. Jim Henson
2. Ruby Slippers from The Wizard of

      Oz.
3. Walt Disney
4. Madonna
5. “Cheers,” “MASH” and “Family

       Ties”
6. “The Ed Sullivan Show
7. “Happy Days
8. “Who Wants to Be A Millionaire?
9. Michael Jackson
10. Louis Armstrong
11. Martha Stewart
12. Pokemon
13. Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and
     J. P. Richardson (The Big Bopper)
14. “American Bandstand”
15. Barbara Walters
16. The Godfather Part I, II, III
17. “Dallas”
18. “All in the Family”
19. MTV
20. Johnny Carson
BONUS: Bette Midler

1 ½ popcorns

It appears at first blush to be a sumptu-
ous feast, but when it doesn’t deliver on
its potential attributes, we realize that
Anna and the King is, alas, just so many
empty calories. The coming of the histori-
cal tale virtually turned into a myth by
two previous Hollywood treatments and
an animated feature, this latest rendering
is a remake in search of a raison d’etre.

It’s funny....what we think we need.
Certainly we could use a few more park-
ing spaces, a copy machine that never
jams and pizza that doesn’t burn the roof
of your mouth.

But we’d be hard put to rationalize the
pressing necessity for yet another telling
of British schoolmarm Anna Leonowens’
cultural epiphany during her service to
the King of Siam in the 1860s, even if it
did have something of substance to add to
the old chestnut.

Of course that matters little in Tinsel
Town, where they’ll use just about any
excuse to drag out the costumes, and
where even the law of supply and demand
has an agent and wears sunglasses. Hence,
the arrival of this pretentious, politically
correct travelogue is really no puzzle-
ment.

It’s also no surprise that everything
seems a bit out of kilter. Naturally every
period piece bears the aura of the time
from which it emanates.

Historical movies need a little bit of
present-mindedness to help translate the
epoch in question. Too many thees and
thous bombarding us in Dolby sound, and
folks rampantly spelling public as
“pvblic,” could be a tad confounding. But
the inherent anachronisms here are just
too obvious.

Jodie Foster as widow Anna
Leonowens, the distaff side of the saga’s
getting-to-know-you protagonists, offers
little help. Betrayed by the screen image
she has nurtured, that self-actualizing
woman of the 1990s follows her all the
way back to the 1860s, where she assures
the Siamese king, played by Chow Yun-
Fat, that she is certainly all that, in a
manner of speaking.

Much to the chagrin of the Indian ser-
vants who accompany her to Mongkut’s
kingdom, the self-confident widow openly
opines, “The way of England is the way of
the world.”

The king pretty much agrees, or he
wouldn’t be putting up with this brazen
lass, let alone her lousy accent. Miss
Foster’s oddly disconcerting tussle with
an English speaking voice recalls the le-
gions of American rockers during the
1960s who liked pretending they were
part of the British invasion.

Too bad this is supposed to be pre-
abolition Siam, and not Carnaby Street.

Chow Yun-Fat, on the other hand,
should be given an Oscar in a completely
new category: Best Performance By An
Actor In A Totally Impossible, Damned If
You Do, Damned If You Don’t Role. It
would be impertinent to avoid paying
homage to the iconic King Mongkut who
Yul Brynner made into an international
entity with the musical The King and I;
but to directly copy the strutting peacock
of a monarch could only bring catcalls
and cries of impostor.

Yet Mr. Yun-Fat, matinee idol of the
Hong Kong action genre, rises to the
occasion by issuing an impressive, albeit
thankless, karate chop to this Catch 22
assignment.

Walking an artistically cautious line
(barefoot of course), he humanizes the
otherwise infallible leader without relin-
quishing Mongkut’s dictatorial eminence.
And what little credibility can be ascribed
to the film’s romantic angle is solely at-
tributable to his charismatic demeanor.

Mr. Yun-Fat is phat indeed....to coin a
phrase. But exposed to his charms, Miss
Foster’s prim and proper Englishwoman
melts without conviction.

For those viewers who have spent the
last 50 years or so in outer space, and
therefore haven’t seen either the 1947
Irene Dunne & Rex Harrison version
(Anna and the King of Siam) or the world-
renowned musical featuring Deborah Kerr
as the king-challenging teacher, a synop-
sis of the plot is in order.

Note then that Anna Leonowens,
staunch subject of the British crown, with
adolescent son Louis (Tom Felton) in
tow, travels to Siam when the ruler of that
intriguing land retains her to teach his
eldest son and heir apparent “the ways of
England.”

Both teacher and employer have very
definite preconceptions. Which of course
makes them perfectly suitable opposites.

Trouble brews early when the king
informs Anna that she will also tutor his
57 other children in addition to his newest
concubine, Tuptim (Bai Ling), who later
figures in a rather tragic sub-text that can
best be described as an Oriental version of
Yentl.

In another contractual abrogation, Miss
Leonowens is told she will initially reside
within the castle walls, rather than in her
own domicile as originally promised.
Their first quarrel ensues; but the king is
a convincing diplomat. And Anna learns
that change comes slowly in Siam. De-
murring, she agrees to a measure of pa-
tience for a while.

It is King Mongkut’s dream that his
son’s reign will be less authoritarian than
his. Yet in the film’s built-in poly-sci
lesson, his highness vehemently argues
the necessity of upholding old traditions,
both valid and regrettable, until such re-
forms can be adopted.

Like the white elephant emblazoned on
the Siamese flag, Anna is a rarity — a
symbol of illumination. Winning both his
ire and respect, she has the temerity to
challenge her royal boss for his defense of
slavery and other despotic practices that
no longer exist under the British system
of constitutional monarchy.

But the romantic in her is smitten by the
enlightened soul she knows exists be-
neath the royal robes. And since behind
every great reformist king there is a
woman, cheeky Anna figures why not her.

She’ll be the afflatus who brings en-
lightenment to Siam. Meanwhile, the
sexual tension grows, and they bicker
until, oh well, you get the idea.

The script by Steve Meerson and Peter
Krikes (based on the diaries of Anna
Leonowens), directed sans any definite
style and with a curious sense of chronol-
ogy by Andy Tennant, tosses in a revi-
sionist segue about court intrigue that
plays like a Siamese version of King
Richard’s travail in the Robin Hood tale.

It’s hardly worth all the serious treat-
ment Anna and the King gets. And though
one hopes that the picturesque Malaysian
locations will lift the film above its medi-
ocrity, Caleb Deschanel’s vague and un-
imaginative cinematography also appears
infected by what ails this movie.

Here’s the problem. If this particular
story about an Oriental king and an
occidental commoner is an especially
novel one, you couldn’t prove it by any of
the renditions to date. What’s more, histo-
rians pretty much agree that Mrs.
Leonowens may have romanticized her
adventure in the first place.

There can be no claim here of a more
accurate exposition. Thus it follows that a
lavish musical version in the finest Holly-
wood tradition is the most entertaining
way to tell what is ostensibly a fairy tale.
But we already have that version — a
landmark film. And since no work of art
exists in a vacuum, this effort is dwarfed
by that famous movie’s shadow.

Therefore, if someone should ask,
“Shall we dance — to a theater showing
Anna and the King?” the advice here is to
sit this one out.

*  *  *  *  *
Anna and the King, rated PG-13, is a

Fox 2000 Pictures release directed by
Andy Tennant and stars Jodie Foster, Chow
Yun-Fat and Bai Ling. Running time: 140
minutes.

IN SYNC…Edison Intermediate School in Westfield recently presented a
show entitled, “Lip Sync 1999-2000.” Over 100 students and teachers
performed song and dance routines to music of the 20th century. Pictured, left
to right, are some of the student performers: bottom row kneeling, Kristen
Ryan, Hanna Lee, Katie Read, Julie Zenarosa, Casey Ackermann, Dana
Dondiego, Samantha Coulson, Gianna Pafumi and Chrissy Daly; second
row, Josh Gerkens, Kyle Fleming, Mike Diaz, Dan Noonan, Drew Skibitsley,
Kari Lo Brutto and Sara Rotella; third row, Tad Walsh, Mark Smith, David
Firestone and Philip Kim.

On The Beat

A&E Editor’s Note:
All copy with headlines in
this font are from old issues
of this newspaper, dating

back as far as 1927.

By ANDY GOLDENBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recently ending the year (and
possibly the century, though that is
a source of serious conjecture) a
few releases of note came to my
abode that are worthy of mention.

Beginning with the soundtracks
to the Kevin Smith-penned film,
Dogma, released on Maverick
Records. The album consists of the
opening song, “Still,” a folk-rock
ditty written and performed by
Alanis Morrisette, who also has a
role in the film.

The tune serves as an excellent
little number to kick things off and
then the rest of the album is com-
posed of marvelous little orches-
tral scores performed by members
of the London Philharmonic, in-
cluding a song whose lyrics were
composed by Kevin Smith.

Also recently released by Mav-
erick Records and segueing nicely
from our first review is “Alanis
Morrisette MTV Unplugged” (Like
MTV needs further plugs. By the
way, do they still play music on
MTV now or is it all game shows?)

The Alanis Unplugged album fea-
tures many of her hits including,
“Ironic,” You Oughta Know”, a
cover of The Police’s “King of Pain”
(where Alanis substitutes the word
“Queen” for “King.” Isn’t that
ironic?) But the winner on this al-
bum is the brilliant, “Uninvited”
from the City of Angels soundtrack.

Here, Alanis uses a small string
section to give a thicker sound to
an already inspired Middle-East-
ern flavored tune. I never get tired
of this number and this unplugged
version is a worthy rendition in-
deed!

Lastly, wisely capitalizing on a
good thing when they see/hear it,
Maverick brings us a second selec-
tion of tunes from the second Aus-
tin Powers soundtrack. Included
are such classics as Steppenwolf’s,
“Magic Carpet Ride,” The
Monkees, “I’m A Believer” (writ-
ten by Neil Diamond, incidentally)
and Marvin Gaye. As these songs
are fast-paced, this release is a great
CD to keep in the car!

These are exciting times for mu-
sic and movie lovers! A new tech-
nological advance has been steadily
gaining in popularity this year and
will someday make videotape ob-
solete, DVD a.k.a. Digital Versa-
tile Disc.

This fantastic medium allows a
full movie to be stored on a com-
pact disc by use of “compression”
as it is known in the technological
vernacular. This process allows for
better picture quality than laser disc
and better sound than current CD’s
are capable of producing.

Though this technology is still in
its infancy, some great and truly
ground-breaking titles are already
out and should be in the collection
of any movie lover.

Beginning with my favorite, King
Crimson’s, “deja VROOM” from
Discipline Global Mobile, features
a full concert performed by the

1996 line-up of King Crimson, one
of the world’s most progressive
rock bands. Not only can you view
this concert in 5.1 surround sound
(provided you have a surround
sound set-up, which I highly rec-
ommend you investigate).

There are numerous other nifty
features which make this medium
so cool including a choice of cam-
era angles from which one can
choose to only watch the drummer,
guitarist, etc. or watch the whole
band at once.

I highly recommend this isola-
tion feature to aspiring musicians!
Also featured in this DVD are road
movies taken by the band as well
as a feature which allows one to
play a King Crimson song with
different incarnations of musicians
from the band’s 30-year history.

For example, you can mix and
match the 1969 lead vocalist with
the 1973 bass player and 1995
drummer. This feature is quite en-
joyable!

Other recent notable music-re-
lated DVD’s include the deluxe
DVD-edition of Pink Floyd’s, “The
Wall,” from Sony/Columbia Mu-
sic Pictures. This release features a
new high definition film transfer
from the original wide screen in-
ter-positive, previously unseen film
footage, re-mastered surround
sound from the original master
tapes as well as a 25 minute docu-
mentary about the making of the
film as well as running commen-
tary from the filmmakers. The
sound and picture on this release
must be seen and heard to be be-
lieved!

Also recently released on DVD
include the classic concert film
from The Talking Heads, “Stop
Making Sense,” from Palm Pic-
tures. Included in this release are
songs originally left off the origi-
nal live album and movie as well as
three different sound mixes for your
choosing. Also included is running
commentary from front-man David
Byrne and film maker Jonathan
Demme.

From MGM Home Entertain-
ment comes The Beatles’ “Yellow
Submarine.” Featuring a re-mas-
tered soundtrack and resplendent
color transformations, this dated,
yet charming, film features every-
thing that was endearing about the
Fab Four.

Lastly, Rhino Home Video pre-
sents a refurbished, re-mastered
version of the Alice Cooper con-
cert film, Welcome To My Night-
mare. Featuring a new audio com-
mentary by Alice Cooper as well as
25 minutes of a never-before-seen
interview with the Coop, this con-
cert film is a great time capsule of
the early 70’s Glam-Rock period.

My fellow music lovers, be sure
to check out this new DVD me-
dium. You will not be disappointed!
I examined a local video store this
past weekend and they already had
a substantial number of DVD re-
leases for rental with that list grow-
ing each month!

Looking for Local Stars? www.goleader.com!


