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Arts & Entertainment
MILLENNIUM EDITION

Happy 2000!

Music Club Concert
Seats Going Rapidly

The music lovers of Westfield are
showing their appreciation of the
splendid program of the three con-
certs to be given by the Musical
Club, and are supporting them with
an unusually large subscription. The
seats are going fast, and it may quite
possibly be that those people who
have said they “will wait and buy
tickets at the door” may find that
there are no tickets to buy. At present
a few good seats are left, and the
committee urges anyone who does
not want to miss these concerts, to
get in touch with the chairman, Mrs.
Donald Belcher, phone 1394, with-
out delay.

RATING:

Highest Possible Rating: 4 chef hats

THERESA’S CREATIVE  ITALIAN  COOKING
47 ELM  STREET, WESTFIELD , (908) 233-9133

The Dining Table

By DR. JOSEPH P. DeALESSANDRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  – Reviewing this res-
taurant in December of 1999 was like
Alice going through the looking glass.

I have dined at Theresa’s more
than five years ago and to see this
restaurant in 1999
was a great delight.

The ambiance to-
tal ly challenged.
The room was deco-
rated in quiet earth
tones. The structure
of the tables was pro-
fessionally consis-
tent to maximize comfort and pri-
vacy.

The kitchen sits to the rear of the
restaurant, a great kitchen houses at
least three very active chefs, produc-
ing odors that thrill the palate.

The restaurant is owned by Robert
Scalera who is also the chef and
energy behind Theresa’s Creative
Italian Cooking. I must admit the
name is appropriate and depicts the
extraordinary combination of differ-
ent foods, unusual tastes and creative
preparation of their dishes.

It is rare that you find such innova-
tive combinations on one menu when
dining.

The Antipastos are exceptionally
inviting and delectable. My premier
palate gratification was Creamless
Mushroom Soup with Marscapone
Herb Ravioli and Essence of Black
Truffle. This soup is rich and tasty
with the ravioli floating in the center
of a large 12-inch soup bowl. Served
piping hot, this dish should not be
missed.

The next combination, an extraor-
dinary Green Apple Polenta with Fen-
nel Sauce and Carmelized Onion and
Gorgonzola Cheese, keeps me sali-
vating days after enjoying this dish.

An additional appetizer, Beef
Carpaccio with Crisp Onions, Crimini
Mushrooms, Greens and White
Truffle Aioli, is a sensuous culinary
delight – well-prepared and visually
attractive.

Theresa’s boasts a large Pasta
menu. The Macaroni Di Rigati with
Fresh Mozzarella, Tomato-Basil
Sauce and Romano Cheese is a new
classic. Taggliatelle with Lamb
Bolognese, Red Wine, Rosemary and
Parmesan Cheese is very special.

An additional pasta course, one of
seven available at Theresa’s, is
Smoked Mozzarella Ravioli with To-
matoes, Mushrooms, Pesto Oil and
Vegetable Broth. Talk about a good
dish! The entrees are equally spec-
tacular, although this writer could be
happy with a selection of the anti-
pasto and be completely satisfied.

The Entrees begin with Grain Mus-
tard Chicken Milanese with Goat
Cheese Gnocchi and Roasted Tomato
Cream. Just penning this description
would cause you to pick up the phone
and make a reservation! Barley Ri-
sotto with Crisp Roasted Duck, Ex-
otic Mushrooms and Parmesan
Cheese is another masterpiece.

Theresa’s offers Grilled Balsamic

Glazed Pork Medallions with Roasted
Garlic and Sauteed Spinach. The en-
trees go on and on to at least 12
selections.

The beauty of this menu is the
willingness on the part of the chef to

introduce non-
standard combina-
tions of tastes, tex-
tures and aromas in
a very delightful
and exotic fashion.
The chemistry is
right, the artistry is
on the mark and the

sense of appreciation is high.
Desserts include Apple Portfolio

with Tahitian Vanilla Gelato and
Galliano Carmel which gets close to
heaven. Warm Upside Down Pine-
apple Polenta Cake with Coconut
Gelato gets even closer to heaven.

The Warm Pressed Flourless
Chocolate Cake with Hazelnut Gelato
continues the journey to heaven.
Coconut Panna Cotta with Tropical
Fruit Relish and Passion Fruit Puree
is a challenge. Coffees and all types
of tea round out a superb menu.

I reminisced at the beginning of
this article about my previous visit to
Theresa’s five years ago. I did not
come away with the appreciation,
dedication or artistry of a very cre-
ative chef.

Dining at Theresa’s is now a fine
experience, leaving diners with a
pressing anxiety to return as soon as
possible. Kudos to Mr. Scalera and
special kudos to Chef Farruggio.

Men’s Glee Club
Seeks New Members

WESTFIELD  — The Westfield
Men’s Glee Club has invited singers
to join the group, which will begin
rehearsals on Monday, January 24,
for the 75th season spring concerts to
be sung on Saturday and Sunday,
April 29 and 30.

Interested student and adult male
singers may call Dale Juntilla at (908)
232-0673.

Westfield Symphony Gala, �Begin the Beguine�
Promises To Be Smashing Success in March

GETTING SET FOR A GALA…Gala Committee members recently gathered with Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Music Director and Conductor David Wroe to discuss plans for Gala 2000, “Begin the
Beguine” at the post-concert reception on November 20. The Gala will be held on Saturday, March 4,
at the Hilton at Short Hills.

WESTFIELD – The Gala Commit-
tee and the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) are
currently planning Gala 2000, en-
titled, “Begin the Beguine,” to usher
in spring with an evening of fine
dining, dancing and live auctions.

The committee has also an-

nounced that the Gala will be held
at the Hilton at Short Hills.

The evening will include cock-
tails, a silent auction, a five-star
dinner, live auction bidding and
dancing.

“We’ve chosen ‘Begin the Beguine’
with the millennium in mind. Let’s
enter this new century with a bang!”
said Jane Francz, Gala Chairwoman
of the annual fundraiser.

The committee explained that
funds raised by the Gala keep con-
cert ticket prices affordable.

Westfield resident and WSO sup-
porter, Keith Hertell, will be the
Honorary Chairman of the Gala.

The evening will also feature
dance music by the Michael Mark
Orchestra and a live auction con-
ducted by Jon Bramnick, repeat
winner of “Year’s Funniest Attor-
ney” title.

Tickets for the Saturday, March 4,
gala will be $150 per person. Raffle
tickets for the 50/50 will be avail-
able for $25 from the WSO office.
Last year, this raffle yielded nearly
$8,000 to the winner.

For more information or to re-
ceive a Gala invitation, please call
the WSO office at (908) 232-9400,
visit www.westfieldnj.com/wso or
e-mail wso@westfieldnj.com.

Laura to Entertain Audiences
At Community Players Theatre

WESTFIELD  – Director Joy
Christopher More, known to
local theatergoers for her past
efforts at the Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP), has
assembled an ensemble cast
for Laura by Vera Caspary
and George Sklar.

The show will open on Sat-
urday, January 8, 2000 and con-
tinue on Fridays and Saturdays, Janu-
ary 14, 15, 21 and 22 at 8 p.m. in the
WCP theater at 1000 North Avenue,
West in Westfield.

All tickets cost $12.
This classic murder mystery that

personifies the film-noire genre, re-
volves around a single-minded detec-
tive town between feelings of love and
his professional duty to catch a killer.

Frederick Cuozzo of Westfield will

portray the man who believes Laura
loves him. Scotch Plains resident and

Stage Manager Lynn Krausse is
behind the scenes of this January

production.
Opening night patrons will
be invited to stay after the
curtain goes down for a
dessert and coffee hour
with the cast in the main
lobby.

Tickets may be re-
served by calling the 24-

h o u r ticket hotline at (908) 232-
1221.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

Summit Chorale Plans
Auditions for Voice Parts

SUMMIT  – Summit Chorale will
hold auditions in all voice parts for
the second half of the 1999-2000
season on Tuesdays, January 4 and
11, 2000 at 7:45 p.m. on the Drew
University campus in Madison.

The March concert will include
world premiere and Bernstein’s
“Chichester Psalms.” A May concert
is also planned.

Tenors are especially needed.
For information and an appointment,

please call Elaine Gennaro, Personnel
Manager at (908) 665-1871.

A&E News?
 www.goleader.com!

Light the Way For New
Century at First Night

HAPPILY PUZZLED…Westfield High School pupils Josh Bengal, left, and
Adam Walker, right, recently donated a 1,000-piece puzzle that they
constructed in honor of First Night Westfield 2000. The puzzle took Josh and
Adam nearly three weeks to complete. Accepting the framed donation from
the students is Elaine Slabe, center, Producer of the First Night Grand Finale
at the Westfield Y.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  -- As the final mo-
ments of 1999 tick away and the
countdown to the millennium quickly
approaches, last minute touches for
First Night Westfield 2000’s finale
are underway.

According to Elaine Werner Slabe,
First Night Steering Committee mem-
ber, Westfield Y Board Member and
Coordinator of the finale, those at-
tending First Night are invited to
gather at 11:15 p.m. at the
Westfield North Avenue
Firehouse (northside train
station) to begin a “Parade
of Lights.”

According to Mrs. Slabe,
the parade, which includes a
marching band, will then con-
tinue on to the Westfield Y to
the entrance of the gymna-
sium on Ludlow Place,
where guests will be treated
to the live cable show of the
“Broadway Waterford Crys- t a l
Ball Countdown.”

Mrs. Slabe also told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that after the
countdown there will be a “fantastic
screen display of fireworks from New
York and beyond and other worldwide
millennium countdowns will be shown.
It is a finale that I like to call, Times
Square at the Westfield YMCA.”

“Because this is such a special
New Year,” she revealed, “the First
Night Steering Committee thought
we should have a special finale. Those
who helped me make this finale pos-
sible include our Grand Finale Host,
Darryl Walker, Fritz Electric Com-
pany, Truesdale Nursery, Brummer’s
Chocolate, Bovella’s Bakery, Pepsi
Cola, Trader Joe’s, PSE&G and Tom
Dougherty of the Westfield YMCA.”

Mrs. Slabe noted that other mem-
bers on the Steering Committee have
been hard at work bringing more than
40 entertainers to the First Night
Westfield 2000 celebration.

She stated that there was a large
committee of individuals putting to-
gether the entire fourth annual First
Night.

According to Mrs. Slabe, Arlene
Bertrand and Barbara Karp, who
Co-Chair the Entertainment Com-
mittee, have contracted over 40 acts
to showcase their talent throughout
the area.

Some of the acts mentioned in-
clude the Madcap Mutts and the
Hudson River Rats, both of whom
were featured last year. Also, Mrs.
Slabe said that Vidbel’s Olde Tyme
circus, which performed last year,
will make its return appearance at
the National Guard Armory.

Other acts that are listed as part
of the celebration are a retro-40s

through 70s band, a Steel
Drum band from New York
and Karaoke sing-a-long
at the Westfield Firehouse

on North Avenue.
Lastly, Mrs. Slabe noted

that the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra will feature a spe-

cially-commissioned composi-
tion entitled, “Millennium But-
terflies” by Westfield resident
and Montclair University student
Genevieve Mannion.
The Symphony will also enter-

tain audiences with Copland’s Ap-
palachian Spring.

According to Mrs. Slabe, tickets
for First Night are still being sold
for $10 each at various locations
throughout the downtown area as
well as the Westfield Y.

“Tickets purchased on the day of
the event will be $12,” reminded
Mrs. Slabe.

“All our neighbors and guests are
asked to join us for this very special
New Year’s Eve celebration with the
Parade of Lights, singing, bells ring-
ing and horns blowing,” she said.
“The Westfield First Night is bigger
than ever with great entertainers all
eager to showcase Westfield’s First
Night Millennium 2000.”

First Night Westfield is a family-
oriented, alcohol-free New Year’s
Eve celebration of the Arts, featur-
ing performances of music, dance,
theater, storytelling, magic, puppets
and arts and crafts.

Heart Players To Stage
�How to Succeed��

“How to Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying” has been chosen as
the year’s major production by the
Heart Players. The announcement has
been made by James Fusco, President
of the Scotch Plains little theater group.

The musical was written by Abe
Burrows, with lyrics by Frank Loesser.
It originally opened on Broadway in
October, 1961, to wide critical ac-
claim.

The Heart Players were formed one
year ago to provide a means of encour-
aging local theatrical talent and knowl-
edge, as well as to enhance the cultural
aspects of the community. The group
is under the sponsorship of the Church
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Scotch Plains. Membership is open to
all Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents, regardless of religious affilia-
tion.

In May, 1966, the Players presented
“Nautical Nonsense”, a musical re-
view written and performed by the
members. Since then they have ap-
peared before the Fanwood Recreation
Commission and the Brunner School
Faculty, in benefit performances.

On January 24, the Players will
present a program for the McGinn
School Faculty Dinner. Robert Hassard
will conduct the performance, with
Mrs. Phillip Donnelly Jr. as Co-
ordinator and Paul Hammes as Master
of Ceremonies.

Casting try-outs for the production
of “How To Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying” are to be held late
in February, the exact date to be an-
nounced later.

The musical will be presented in the
auditorium of Union Catholic High
School on May 12 and 13.

Allen and Peter Yu Continue
Successful Piano Solo Careers

WESTFIELD  – Allen and Peter Yu
appeared recently as piano soloists
with the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra. They also performed as 1999
winners of its young artist competi-

tion, with the Plainfield Symphony.
The Yu brothers were also selected

to be recipients of the $3,000 Otto
Altenburg Young Pianist Pr ize
awarded by the Altenburg Piano
House in Elizabeth in memory of the
company’s late president.

Peter and Allen were named Chopin
Sesquicentenary Prize laureates by
the Polish Cultural Foundation and
subsequently performed an all-
Chopin program at the Foundation
on October 17, the 150th anniversary
of Chopin’s death.

They were recently featured pia-
nists on WQXR’s “Young Artist
Showcase.” Peter and Allen will per-
form Mozart’s “Concerto for Two
Pianos” on Thursday, May 25, 2000
with the Bloomfield Symphony.

The Yu brothers were the only De
Grado Competition winners in the
category of piano accompaniment.
Allen assisted his brother in
Wieniawski’s “Scherzo-Tarentelle”
for violin. Peter accompanied Allen’s
cello solo, “Popper’s Dance of the
Elves.”

Peter, playing Chopin’s “Etude in
C, Op. 10, No. 1,” was also a winner
in the De Grado Competition solo
category.

The brothers are juniors at
Westfield High School.

Mostly Music Series Performances
On Tap  in Maplewood, Westfield

MAPLEWOOD  – Mostly Music
Chamber Music Series will present

Ani Kavafian, Philip
Setzer, Carmit Zori
on violin,
Lawrence Dutton,
Toby Hoffman on
viola, Carter
Brey, Peter

Wiley on cello, Ruth
Laredo on piano, Brahm’s “Pi-

ano Quintet in F Minor” and
Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade for Strings”
on Sunday, January 9, 2000 at 3 p.m.

This performance will be held at

Morrow Memorial Methodist
Church, 600 Ridgewood Road,
Maplewood.

Tickets, which will be available at
the door, are $20 for general admis-
sion and $18 for senior citizens. For
more information, please call (973)
762-8486.

A second concert with these per-
formers will be available on Sunday,
January 9, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

Tickets will be $20 for general
admission and $18 for senior citi-
zens.

HS Student
 Art Exhibit At

Fanwood Library
Twenty-six works of art by students

at all levels of instruction in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School are on
display at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. A wide variety of subjects are
depicted in marking pen and chalk,
gouche, pencil, water color, charcoal,
and pastel.

The aim of the art department is to
challenge the students to see the world
about them more clearly, to train their
hand to portray their ideas and to help
them to express their own ideas clearly
and creatively, and to study the prin-
ciples and techniques of art so they can
appreciate the styles and ideas other
artists have used in the past, according
to Miss Elinor Jane Young, art instruc-
tor.

The artists are: Leslie Baker, Pam
Beeton, Carrie Sue Brown, Allison
Bury, Janet Christy, Dennis Church,
Elizabeth Collins, Bob Frey, Cynthia
Hamilton, Kathy Kimes, Karen
Kowalski, Karen Lundquist, Debbie
Murdock, Beth Sallee, John Sellers,
and Charlotte Zmachinsky.

The exhibit, arranged by Mrs. Paul
Izant, chairman of the Library art com-
mittee, and Miss Young, will be on
view until April 4.

Westfield Band Closes
Successful Season

The last one of the current series of
concerts given by the Westfield band
in Mindowaskin Park was held Friday
night. The feature number of the pro-
gram was the appearance of the quar-
tet of Plainfield Lodge, No. 885, B. P.
O. Elks. A solo by Percy Watt a mem-
ber of the quartet was included.

For the most part the program con-
sisted of request numbers of hearty
applause greeted the playing of each
number.

This year’s concerts have been
marked by the attendance of large
audiences, many of whom came from
neighboring cities and towns.

The programs were carefully cho-
sen by William M. Bartow, director of
the band, and contained music of all
types, which appealed to all who heard
them.

During the coming fall and winter
the band will continue to rehearse
each week in preparation for future
concerts.

Young People�s Theatre Sets
Scotch Plains Performances

SCOTCH PLAINS – Young the-
atre lovers in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area will have the chance to
view four performances by a variety
of arts companies beginning with
“Sorcerer’s Apprentice” on Saturday,

January 8, 2000 at 1 p.m. at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
Scotch Plains.

The National Marionette Theatre
will present a production with sur-
prising plot turns, set to the musical
score, “Sorcerer’s Apprentice.” Set in
Medieval England, the show follows
the adventures of 12-year-old Raphael
while he discovers he is more than
just an apprentice.

Tickets are now on sale for $5 each,
while a subscription to all four offer-
ings is $18. Tickets may be purchased
at Dairy Queen in Plainfield; Nuts N’
Plenty and Scotch Hills Pharmacy,
both of Scotch Plains.

Doors will open one-half hour be-
fore showtime. Seating is general ad-
mission with reserved group seating
for birthday parties and scout troops.

Upcoming shows offered by Young
People’s Theatre include Story Salad,
a musical revue based on eight popu-
lar multi-cultural books, on Saturday,
January 29, at 1 p.m.

“The Russian-American Kids Cir-
cus,” featuring performances by chil-
dren, will be presented on Saturday,
February 12 at 1 p.m. “All Nations
Dance Company,” including interna-
tional performances, will be shown
on Saturday, March 4, at 1 p.m.

A&E Editor’s Note:
All copy with headlines
in this font are from old

issues of this newspaper,
dating back as far as

1927.


