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Happy fin de siecle!
Fin de siecle is a French phrase that

means end of the century. The phrase is
still used as an adjective in this sense:
pertaining to or characteristic of, the
end of the 19th century; modern and
even decadent since older generations
often view modern ideas, music, de-
sign and architecture as decadent. In
time, we suspect, the fin de siecle term
will probably be used to describe the
incredible ’90’s of the 20th century.

The M word, i.e., millennium that
first appeared in English text 1711,
combines the Latin elements, mille,
meaning 1000, plus annus, meaning
year. Centennial first appeared in print
in 1797 and combines the Latin ele-
ments centum, one hundred, and annus,
year, plus al.

But we are now nearing the end of a
millennium (let’s not be picky about
the fact that the century and millen-
nium are really not over until Decem-
ber 31, 2000). In addition to the fin de
siecle phrase, we should have the more
expansive neology (new term), fin de
millennium, to describe the end of the
millennium.

While we are at it, let’s come up with
a more comprehensive term to de-
scribe this historic new era we are
entering. How about
neocentumillennium? It uses Latin el-
ements to describe the new century
and millennium. We really do not like
the Y2K term because it has developed
the sense of a potential world wide
computer failure.

Colorado is known as the Centennial
State because it was admitted into the
union in 1876.

Happy fin de 1900s!

Reader Proposes Display of Two Symbols
During December Holidays Every Year

Resident Feels Recent Council Meeting
Marred by Two ‘Hostile’ Citizens

At the Westfield Town Council meeting
December 21, the great mood and spirit of
the police promotions and awards cer-
emony was disrupted by two hostile and
angry Westfield residents who were com-
plaining about the town’s proposed 25-
mile speed limit on East Broad Street and
another who was incensed that the town
didn’t respond to his eight-day-old letter
concerning what I believe was his objec-
tion to allowing a “menorah” to be dis-
played.

The fact that this was the first town
council meeting that was televised gives the
entire community the opportunity to review
what I consider was the irresponsible direc-
tion of anger at our town officials.

One I could understand in that he prob-

ably received a ticket and feels he can’t
drive under 25 miles per hour, so he be-
lieves he will get another ticket.

The complaint about the menorah was
beyond my capability to figure out. Watch
the show and catch the anger.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim’s response
was beautiful and those of us in the audi-
ence gave him a standing round of ap-
plause.

I left the meeting at 10:30 p.m. and our
town council was only half way through
the agenda and I wondered what they did to
deserve the abuse that was thrown at them.
Watch the show and form your own opin-
ion.

David M. Golush
Westfield

Perhaps it is only fitting that a former
member of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion has chosen to teach a fascinating
lesson in the calculus of bias.

A brief stroll through the downtown
area reveals the following items on town
property:

• Three large illuminated Christmas trees
at the train station

• One floodlit replica of a church in a
public park and

• Approximately 100 Christmas deco-
rations mounted upon utility poles.

And one menorah.
Interestingly, Keith S. Hertell has ap-

parently never before been sufficiently
motivated to protest either the patently
unconstitutional public display of an un-
ambiguously religious symbol or the town’s
offensively unilateral approach to the De-
cember holidays. These were evidently
deemed acceptable.

So what burning issue, then, prompted
Mr. Hertell to draft and publicly read a
petulant little diatribe in opposition to an
action taken by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim?
It was — you guessed it.......the menorah.

While Christian religious symbols are
strewn about Westfield with impunity and
without objection, all that it took to cause
Mr. Hertell to cry out for town regulation
of the placement of religious symbols was
a single menorah. Apparently, free expres-
sion of religious belief and practice is a
pretty neat thing. That is, until it involves
someone else’s religion. At that point,
some people who are ordinarily not the
least bit disposed to support more, rather
than less government in their lives seem to
feel that the rights granted by the First

Amendment should, after all, be subject to
subjective limitations. All of a sudden,
governmental meddling is commendable,
noble and — astonishingly — critical.

This concept is, of course, arrant non-
sense. Worse, it is shameless, ignorant,
uninformed and well beyond morally of-
fensive. Constitutional rights and the rheto-
ric of religious pluralism are utterly mean-
ingless if they are not applied even-
handedly. Yet, some folks seem far less
inclined to support these concepts when it
is not their own chosen form of public
religious expression, which is in question.

Therefore, in the holiday spirit of
ecumenicity and universal brotherhood, I
propose a better solution to a problem
which is rooted in the unfortunate inability
of prior mayors to recognize that there are
two December holidays, which are cel-
ebrated by substantial segments of our
citizens. This may come as a shock to
some, but perhaps we should actually con-
sider the possibility of applying the con-
cept of ethnic purity in allocating access to
town property for the display of holiday
symbols. What this means is quite simple:
A town tree AND a town menorah. Christ-
mas AND Chanukah ornaments on utility
poles. And an end to the strange and repul-
sive presumption that the ethnicity, values
and celebrations of a double-digit percent-
age of our citizens may be cavalierly
marginalized or rendered invisible by the
bias of the past.

This proposal is neither rocket science
nor radical. It is American. It is obvious.
And it is right.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

Recent WHS ‘Inclusion Week’ Event
Correct Step for School, Reader Writes
The “concerned parent,” who by the

way didn’t have the guts to be identified,
might do well to consider the Columbine
High School shootings, Buford Furrow’s
murder of a Filipino-American postal
worker and the shootings of several chil-
dren at a Jewish Community Center in Los
Angeles or Mathew Shepard’s beating
death in Wyoming.

Perhaps more activities such as those

conducted at Westfield High might, in
some small way, help to prevent more
violent manifestations of intolerance.

Anything we can do to teach children to
be more accepting of those who are “dif-
ferent” is a positive step. Maybe those
students who attended these activities can
teach their parents a thing or two.

Victor Sloan, M.D.
Scotch Plains

Freeholder Chairman Nicholas Scutari
Looks Back at Last Year’s Accomplishments

By NICHOLAS P. SCUTARI
As the elected body that sets the

policies and direction of county gov-
ernment serving 500,000 people living
in 21 municipalities in a 100-square-
mile area, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has the opportu-
nity to improve the quality of life and
economic vitality of this region. We
are working to make Union County a
better place to live, learn, work and
raise a family.

In 1999, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders embarked on a
number of important programs that
have touched the lives of county resi-
dents.

As chairman, I focused county gov-
ernment in three directions: tax reduc-
tions for most county residents, down-
town Union County and economic de-
velopment and on supports for educa-
tion and training programs to prepare
county residents for the coming cen-
tury.

This board combined new initiatives
with our three 1998 initiatives of im-
proving parks and recreational pro-

grams countywide, increasing open
space and ensuring that Union County
children have access to new computers
and to the Internet in their classrooms.
Union County also continued its focus
on the arts and cultural programs.

This year, Union County imple-
mented its fourth consecutive reduc-
tion in the county budget. In addition
to other fiscal measures, such as reduc-
ing our dependence on property taxes
and pursuing state and federal grants,
this has resulted in a tax reduction for
most county residents.

Union County continued its focus
on education in 1999 through the new
Freeholder Scholars program, which
pays the tuition at Union County Col-
lege for eligible county residents who
maintain a B average or better.

This has particularly helped non-
traditional students, adults who will
use their college education to better
provide for their families. Union
County also moved toward its goal of
ensuring that every pupil in school in
this county has access to a computer
and to the Internet as we enter the 21st

century, through Access 2000. We pro-
vided millions of dollars directly to
school districts, allowing them to place
new computers in classrooms, create
computer networks, establish Internet
access in schools and train teachers in
computers and technology.

This will better prepare the young
people of this county in the skills they
will need to succeed and excel in the
next century.

As chairman, I established the Down-
town Union County program this year
and continued a number of other grants
programs to help municipalities reju-
venate their downtown business dis-
tricts and make the most of this region’s
resources.

We recognize that the majority of
the new jobs created every year in this
country are through small businesses;
the kind we find in our downtowns, and
this program has helped us to create
new jobs and business opportunities
through partnerships with municipali-
ties and investors. Through a partner-
ship with the National Retail Institute,
we also helped provide training for
hundreds of low-income residents to
help them take advantage of the boom
in retail jobs in Union County.

Recognizing the important role of
cultural and recreational programs, we
continued the HEART (History, Edu-
cation, Arts, Reaching Thousands)
Grant program which provides funds
for artists, musicians, theater groups,
historians and artisans. Union County
established the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra as this county’s official Or-
chestra in Residence and planned mu-
sical programs to bring the orchestra to
schools and special events across the
county.

Thousands of music lovers in Union
County visited the county’s Jersey Jazz
by the Lake and Blues Jam festivals,
enjoying free performances, plus pro-
grams and entertainment for kids and
food vendors from around the state.

This year we also continued the
Pocket Parks matching grants to mu-
nicipalities, funding new parks, play-
ing fields and recreational facilities in
our municipalities. Over the past two
years more than $6 million in improve-
ments have sprung from this program.

Working with municipalities, we cre-
ated several new soccer fields to meet
the growing demand as this sport grows
in popularity. And for our youngest
residents, this year Union County com-
pleted the replacement of every county
playground with safer, more modern
equipment.

As we prepare to begin the year
2000, I want to wish everyone a Happy
New Year. This is an opportunity for us
to recognize just how far we as fami-
lies and communities have come in the
past century.

My family settled in Union County
just within the last 100 years, and I am
now an attorney and Chairman of the
county’s governing body. And in this
century, Union County moved from a
sleepy farming community to an inter-
nationally recognized center for trans-
portation, industry and innovation. This
has been a century of incredible oppor-
tunity and achievement for the resi-
dents of this region.

As we move into the 21st century,
we look forward to building the sup-
ports and services that will help us and
our children realize their promise and
dreams.

*  *  *  *  *
Nicholas P. Scutari was Chairman

of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders for the last year. He will
be succeeded by Daniel P. Sullivan.

Resident Happy to See
Menorah Added to Display

I’m writing in response to the “Menorah
Debate” article in the December 23, 1999
Westfield Leader. As I have not read Mr.
Hertell’s letter in full, I’m not inclined to
disparage him…well, not totally. I do
think he chose a poor and dangerous issue
on which to make a political statement.

I’m a 12-year resident of Westfield
who just happens to be Jewish. I look
forward to seeing the charming replica of
the Presbyterian Church at Mindowaskin
Park during the holiday season. My chil-
dren often make me slow down as we
drive down East Broad Street so that they
can look at it and I think that they would
be disappointed if it were not allowed to
be displayed. The lights and other Christ-
mas decorations (expertly installed by
the Department of Public Works) are both
festive and beautiful.

This year, however, the excitement that
my 3-year-old experienced when she first
spotted the menorah and the long term
effect that the menorah has on my 8 and
10-year-olds is immeasurable. For them to
know that among those festive and beauti-
ful Christmas lights stands a menorah lets
them be a part of Westfield in a way they
never were before. Perhaps in a way that
people like Mr. Hertell take for granted.

Mr. Hertell, don’t be a John Rocker.
Enjoy the spirit of the holidays, peace on
earth and good will towards man. Oh, and
next year I’d like to see a Kwanzaa Kinara.

Linda Helfand
Westfield

The New Jersey Legislature has been
considering legislation to compensate
municipalities for extra police, fire
and other services necessitated by new
residential construction. While this
legislation, imposing so-called devel-
opment impact fees, is worthwhile, if
the State Legislature wants to help
more developed areas, like Westfield
and other towns in Union County, it
should consider granting more power
to municipalities to reject unwise sub-
divisions in already established neigh-
borhoods.

The case for developer’s impact fees
is well-established. On average, for
every $1 in tax ratables from new
residential housing, municipalities in-
cur as much as $1.74 in the form of new
police, fire, public works and other
vital services. Developers, getting rich
off of the red-hot New Jersey real
estate market, should be expected to
share some of those costs.

But the proposed impact fees are
only half-measures for towns like West-
field, where much of the development
these days takes place after a property
owner subdivides a single piece of
property into two or more lots.

In some cases, the property owner
dies, leaving the surviving children
with a subdividable lot and a decision
to make: sell the property “as is” or sub
divide it into two lots, doubling their
inheritance. In other cases, the prop-
erty owner himself, already having
made the decision to move out of the
neighborhood or the town, seeks a
subdivision himself.

In the most typical case, however, a
homeowner one day gets a knock on
his door from a developer with a deal
too good to refuse: an offer to buy the
property for a price that is as much as
two times its fair market value. As
tempting as the offer is for the home-
owner, the developer is just as eager. If
everything happens without a hitch, he
pays, say, $450,000 for a property worth
$300,000. After demolition of the rela-
tively modest house, subdivision, and
construction of two new homes, the
developer puts two larger homes on the
market for $450,000 each.

If you think this scenario is the ex-
ception, think again: in my three years
on the Westfield Planning Board, I
have seen it repeated dozens and doz-
ens of times. It will happen again next
month, when a developer and his hired-
gun attorney seeks to subdivide prop-
erty containing a home dating back to
the 1780s.

And if you think the problem is a
small price to pay for living in a town

From the Desk of Westfield
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim

State Should Grant Power
To Reject Unwise Subdivisions

with every-increasing property values,
speak to those residents who have seen
this type of development in their neigh-
borhoods. The true costs to them are
not just measured in dollars, but also in
changed neighborhood characteristics,
including a more compact, crowded
feel; the neighbor-to-neighbor enmity
created by such a sub-division; and the
nagging sense that the town you have
chosen to live in has lost its unique-
ness. In the aggregate, of course, the
cost of such development will not only
be felt in increased demands on mu-
nicipal services, but also in the genu-
ine loss of a unique identity, especially
when Westfield’s historically- and ar-
chitecturally-significant homes are
demolished to make room for new, less
distinct homes.

Recently, at my request, the Plan-
ning Board directed the town’s con-
sulting planner to review this problem
and recommend ways that the town
may limit such developments in the
future. The town’s Planning Board and
its governing body are limited in what
they can do to prevent such develop-
ment, however. In cases in which a
subdivision can be granted without
any variances whatsoever, for example,
the town is virtually powerless. One
tool that is at the town disposal — one
that has not yet been tested in the
courts — is an ordinance that requires
the permission of the Town Council
before a house or garage is demol-
ished.

In light of this problem, the State
Legislature should act to increase mu-
nicipal authority in this area. Specifi-
cally, the Legislature should enact a
law that tracks Westfield’s structure
demolition ordinance, and allows towns
to have a say in whether existing struc-
tures can be demolished to make way
for new subdivisions. It should also
permit impact fees to be assessed
against developers without a require-
ment that such fees be tied to specific
capital improvements, a recognition
that the costs to municipal services of
the type of development in towns like
Westfield occurs in the aggregate. Fi-
nally, the State should also provide
assistance to towns to develop local
solutions to this development phenom-
ena.

We often think of Westfield as a
special place, and a large part of its
singularity is due to the many interest-
ing homes in cohesive, well-planned
neighborhoods. In my view, thanks to
developers, this special place is under
attack, and we should do all in our
power to stop it.

Letters to
the Editor

The editorial cartoon to
the right originally ran
in the August 10, 1927

issue of
The Westfield Leader.
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If Mettle is Measure of Local Community,
Then We’re in Strong Position for Future

Clearly, the measure of a community is the mettle of
its people. History proves this. How do we as a people
measure up compared to our predecessors? What’s
our prognosis?

Many physical changes have occurred over the last
150 years. We’ve pulled ourselves from the mud and
off of wooden plank sidewalks. Kerosene beacons,
assisted by moonlight, have been replaced by bright
electric street lights to guide us through the night.

We’ve organized into names: from The Westfields
of Elizabeth to denominations, which include Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Plainfield, Mountainside and
Garwood. We’re still the same people, only a few
blocks away.

Instead of taxing our horses to improve our roads,
we now have license plates for our horsepower. An
errant step back then may have resulted in a slippery
and odiferous landing for our shoe. An errant step
today into busy traffic can have far more serious
consequences.

The best ice skater at Mindowaskin Pond 100 years
ago was the Tax Assessor. Fitting, we believe, for it’s
a slippery sport. In that era, too, while many towns-
men were called out to help extinguish a spectacular
fire, the school board continued its meeting and passed
substantial appropriations without being encumbered
by the presence of its objectors now fighting the fire.
Has much really changed in the art of politics?

Our people are strong today and well positioned to
lead and live in the future. We have the benefit of
learning from our predecessors.

Lest we find the look back too amusing, remember
that someone 100 years from now may be amused by
our plight (we hope). And, let’s not forget, too, our
predecessors survived horrific events of the century.

It is our greatest hope that civilization does not
encounter such great struggles in the future. But
whatever occurs, we have great confidence in you.

The intent of this keepsake issue for the century was
well stated in 1923 by Thomas Jones, Editor, and Mrs.
Walter J. Lee, Sr., Publisher of The Westfield Leader,
which follows below.

Thank you from the current staff of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood for
keeping us around for over a century. Thank you,
everyone, who contributed to this and all the many
other issues. We intend to continue earning the privi-
lege of being part of the community. Happy New
Century.

The Leader’s Special Historical Number
Originally printed in the November 28, 1923 issue of

The Westfield Leader.

“We have deemed it not inappropriate at this time,
when THE LEADER is moving into its new and
enlarged home and Westfield is making such strides in
a business sense and growth as a home town, to
present, through the recollections and stories of some
of the people who remember the Westfield of fifty and
seventy-five years ago, a sketchy history of the town
and its consistent growth. The vast majority of the
present residents of our town are comparative new-
comers and few of them have any intimate knowledge
of the Westfield of early days and its picturesque
environment that was contemporaneous with its early-
day struggles to attract attention and obtain a place on
the map, as it were.

“To those who are in the class of newer residents we
trust the events of a former time, as seen through the
eyes of some of the “old timers,” will give these
newcomers a view of the progress of our beloved
town which will make their new home all the nearer
and dearer to them.

“The LEADER’S aim, in the present instance, is in
no sense intended to be a complete history of the town.
Such a history has been presented, in most complete
and interesting form, in numerous published works
on Union County and Westfield township. Our effort
is in a lighter vein; it is our belief that, if the reader will
study the different angles from which the story of
Westfield is related by the contributors and those old
residents who have been interviewed or who have
reviewed the events of earlier days, they will have
profited exceedingly and be better prepared to do their
part in the work of civic progress and expansion
which is ahead of us. It is a real romance, this story of
Westfield.

“It is suggested, in this connection, that this issue be
preserved for future reference and not be discarded as
of no future value when once read. In conclusion we
wish to express our best thanks to those of our friends
who have long been residents here and who have been
of invaluable assistance in the work of preparing this
special Historical Number. Among others to whom
we are indebted in this respect are former Mayors
John Alston Dennis and Henry W. Evans, Mrs. Frank
Ham, Stephen Mapes, Miss Phoebe Clark, Mr. J.S. A.
Wittke, Gideon Ludlow. We have also been aided in
our work by that wonderfully complete and interest-
ing history of Westfield written by Chas. A. Philhower,
Superintendent of the Westfield schools.”

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Readers will find reprints of articles

referred to in the above editorial throughout this week’s
newspaper.


