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Publisher’s Note
To distinguish the closing of the

20th century, this issue of The Times
of Scotch Plains/Fanwood is dif-
ferent in several respects.

It is printed on wide paper called
“broadsheet,” typical of formats in
the 1920’s.

Many articles from the region
are reprinted from the past, includ-
ing those from The Time’s sister
publication, The Westfield Leader,
which dates back to 1890. The Times
started publication in 1959 so
Scotch Plains and Fanwood articles
date back only to the 1960’s.

Note, we’ve carried forward pro-
duction errors and typos too. The
reader is left to discern which ad-
vertisements are from the past. So,
if you see an advertisement in which
prices are too good to be true, they
probably are.

We hope you enjoy this issue.

Dems’ Control of Township Council, Tax Increase, Mr. Donatelli’s Death
And Election for Seat, and Passage of Elected Mayor Top ’99 Stories

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The following is a synopsis of news
and events affecting the Scotch Plains
Township Council over the past year.

JANUARY
The Scotch Plains Democratic

Party, which had last held a majority
on the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil when Gerald Ford was in the early
months of his presidency, reclaimed
power on January 1, 1999, with the
swearing in of newly-elected Demo-
cratic Council members Geri M.
Samuel, Tarquin Jay Bromley and
Franklin P. Donatelli.

They joined incumbents William
F. McClintock and Martin Marks,
the governing body’s two Republi-
cans.

Mrs. Samuel was chosen to serve as
Mayor, with Mr. Bromley selected to
be Deputy Mayor. In her maiden ad-
dress, Mayor Samuel promised to work
with the GOP on a number of issues,
including open space preservation,
more teen recreation programs, re-
solving the ongoing litigation sur-
rounding the former zoo property and
encouraging further downtown devel-
opment.

She also vowed to press ahead with
a proposal to allow township residents
to directly elect their mayor. Mr.
McClintock challenged the new Demo-
cratic majority to “bring new accom-
plishments to the town, keep taxes low,

keep grants high and keep the balance
sheet strong.”

The spirit of civility among the
two parties didn’t make it past the
end of the month, as the hard feelings
from the previous fall’s campaign
erupted when Mayor Samuel and Mr.
Marks verbally sparred over the true
number of township-owned vehicles
provided to local government em-
ployees. In their 1998 campaign, the
Democrats had attacked the then-
Republican majority for allowing the
number of official vehicles to grow
too high.

The Mayor and Mr. Marks argued
over the actual number of such ve-
hicles and the source of the Demo-
crats’ 1998 campaign figures.

FEBRUARY
The Township Council began to

examine ways to expand the avail-
ability of parking in the lot next to
the Municipal Building on Park Av-
enue.

Township engineers presented plans
for a revamped lot that would maxi-
mize parking by restriping the exist-
ing lot and paving and striping the
area around the firehouse. Also dis-
cussed was selling the so-called
“hedge property” on Park Avenue and
constructing a two-story commercial
building.

The council questioned how much
tax revenue such a building would
generate and also whether a building

on that site would have a further nega-
tive impact on the downtown parking
situation.

The council also received a $200,000
state grant to be used for parking lot
improvements behind the stores on
East Second Street.

Meanwhile, meetings on the 1999
municipal budget began, with Mayor
Samuel saying that no real issues of
contention had yet arisen.

MARCH
The council began several months of

periodic discussions with residents of
the Golf Street-Wood Road neighbor-
hood about the flock of thousands of
birds that have roosted there every
summer for the past two decades. A
number of homeowners complained
about the noise caused by the birds and
the sanitary issues raised by their pres-
ence.

During the summer of 1998, the
township had attempted to disperse
the flock with pyrotechnics, with lim-
ited success. Mayor Samuel said she
hoped a plan would be developed in
time for the birds’ arrival in early
July.

Councilmen McClintock and Marks
presented a nine-point “Recreation Plan
for the 21st Century” that envisioned
five new ballfields, new playground
equipment, improvements to the Scotch
Hills Country Club, development of
the former zoo property and acquisi-
tion of new land.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Dean Oil Site Controversy, Republican Sweep in General Election, Downtown Progress
Make Headlines in Borough of Fanwood During Final Year of the 20th Century

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The following is a review of the
people, issues and events which im-
pacted the Borough of Fanwood dur-
ing the year 1999.

JANUARY
The final year of this century opened

in Fanwood with the swearing in of
Democratic Councilwomen Karen M.
Schurtz and Katherine Mitchell during
the annual reorganization meeting of
the Mayor and Borough Council on
January 1.

Ms. Mitchell and Mrs. Schurtz had
been elected the previous November to
their first and second terms, respec-
tively, after fending off challenges from
Republican candidates Wilfred P.
Coronato and David B. Trumpp.

In her traditional address to the com-
munity the first day of the year, Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly anticipated that
1999 would be marked by “challenges
as well as celebrations and accom-
plishments,” as Fanwood continued to
make the transition from one era to the
next.

She cited ongoing preparations to
bring the community into the year
2000, including efforts to enhance the
downtown, long-range planning, com-
munication and volunteerism, among
the borough’s focal points for the year

ahead. The Mayor also revealed plans
to broaden local cultural arts programs.

As borough business got underway,
officials passed a resolution granting
relief to Kenneth Duda, owner of the

Sun Tavern at South Avenue and Terrill
Road, from a penalty imposed in 1993
on the previous holders of his liquor
license.

The operators of the Goal Post, which

occupied the Sun Tavern lot before
closing the doors of the business more
than five years ago, had been handed a
30-day suspension on serving alcohol
after being found guilty by local offi-
cials of having violated their liquor
license.

Mr. Duda, who inherited the penalty
when he purchased the license for his
new establishment, would have been
prohibited from serving alcohol dur-
ing the first month the Sun Tavern was
in operation. Fearing the suspension
would hurt his business, he petitioned
the governing body for it to be re-
pealed.

Officials ultimately decided to up-
hold the suspension, but made it effec-
tive from December 15, 1998 through
January 15, 1999, to avoid having a
negative impact on the debut of Mr.
Duda’s new restaurant. The Sun Tav-
ern opened its doors in March.

Fanwood Chemical, Inc. was hon-
ored as a “Company of the Year” by the
Union County Chamber of Commerce.
Its President, V. M. (Jim) DeLisi, a
resident of Scotch Plains, served on
the Chamber’s Board of Directors and
its Executive Committee for nine years.

The company, which deals with
chemicals used to make color, does
business both in the United States and
abroad and is very active in trade policy

and regulations pertaining to the chemi-
cal industry.

Closing out the month was the re-
naming of the Carriage House on
Watson Road as the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center on January 24.
The Victorian-era landmark now bears
the name of Fanwood’s first woman
Mayor, a champion of the arts who was
also instrumental in preserving the
Carriage House from being razed years
ago.

Family members, friends, and one-
time colleagues shared fond memories
of Mrs. Kuran during the Carriage
House rededication, which also spot-
lighted efforts to broaden cultural arts
programs within the community. Mrs.
Kuran died on November 19, 1996.

Finally, the Fanwood Planning Board
approved an amended site plan sub-
mitted by Ernest Fantini for a subdivi-
sion on Fifth Street. Although the board
endorsed the subdivision in 1987, the
land was not developed for about a
decade.

Mr. Fantini, who was granted per-
mission to build a house on one of the
two lots in 1997, had been asked by the
board to revise his site plan for the
second lot. Several conditions were
attached to the approval, however, pri-
marily dealing with street access and
storm water control.

FEBRUARY
Members of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School DECA pre-
sented the results of a survey the chap-
ter conducted in December among all
2,700 households in Fanwood to de-
termine public opinion about commu-
nication between local government
and residents, as well as the state of
the downtown. The survey project won
a first place award at the state DECA
competition held later in the month.

An appeal was made to the Borough
Council by Attilio (Art) Badala, former
President and current Tour Director of
the Fanwood Senior Citizens Club, to
support expansion of the building at
LaGrande Park by 1,500 square feet.
The projected cost of the work was
$250,000.

Enlarging the building, he said,
would make it suitable for meetings of
the Senior Citizens Club, which for 15
years has been convening at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains.
According to the proposal, the facility
would also be available for use by
other members of the community.

The governing body ultimately in-
cluded $150,000 in its 1999 munici-
pal budget for the work, opting to
apply for the remaining $100,000
through Union County’s renewed
Project Pocket Park Program. It was

undetermined at the time, however,
whether the LaGrande Park building
or another facility would be renovated.

Officials unveiled a five-year plan
entitled “A Future for Fanwood,” call-
ing for improvements to the borough’s

PUBLIC PROTEST…A controversial application by a development partnership to
erect a two-story apartment complex on the Dean Oil property brought Fanwood
residents out in full force to oppose the project. The Planning Board’s first scheduled
hearing of the appeal was postponed in February because the size of the crowd,
pictured above, exceeded the permitted capacity of the meeting room. The petition,
presented during a series of hearings over the summer, was ultimately denied by the
board in September.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

Year of Special Events Planned to Mark 200th Anniversary
Of Founding of Scotch Plains Township Public Library

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The year 2000 will mark the 200th
anniversary of the founding of the
Scotch Plains Public Library, one
of the oldest, continually operat-
ing, free public libraries in the state.

“Our Library records go all the
way back to 1800,” said Library Di-
rector Norbert Bernstein, “when it
was started as the Scotch Plains Read-
ing Club.

“The Club was founded by 32
men and only one lady, Mrs. Anna
Littell. They pledged books from
their own personal collections to
originate what has, two centuries
later, become our Scotch Plains
Public Library.”

A kick-off party to launch the
anniversary festivities for the com-
ing year will take place Sunday,
January 23 from 2 to 5 p.m. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

State Librarian John H.
Livingstone is the invited guest
speaker for the event. The program
for the afternoon will include guided
tours of the facility and refresh-

ments.
Library Trustee Marc Friedenberg

is chairman of the committee that
will plan, administer and oversee a
wide range of programs, exhibits,
contests and other festivities through-
out the year.

“Our committee is very diverse,”
said Mr. Friedenberg. “We’ve invited
participation from the municipal gov-
ernment, the educational community,
our merchants’ organization and sev-
eral other community organizations.
And, of course, we are working very
closely with the library staff, the
‘Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library’ group and the Scotch Plains
Historical Society.”

Members of the community who
are interested in working on the plan-
ning committee are invited to leave
their names with library staff (to the
attention of Mr. Friedenberg) at (908)
322-5007.

“The purpose of our year-long cel-
ebration is to encourage the involve-
ment of all our residents,” stated Mr.
Friedenberg. “Whether people uti-
lize the library for traditional research,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

                                                                                        William A. Burke for The Times

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!…When the year 2000 is ushered in, the Scotch Plains Public Library will turn 200 years old. One
of the oldest, continually operating, free public libraries in the state. The library actually began as the Scotch Plains Reading
Club. According to Library Director Norbert Bernstein, the library’s records date back to 1800. A kick-off party to launch the
anniversary festivities for the coming year will take place Sunday, January 23, from 2 to 5 p.m. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mrs. Connelly Bids
Colleagues Farewell
As Fanwood Mayor

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In a poignant farewell address as
Mayor of Fanwood Tuesday night,
Maryanne S. Connelly recalled her
nearly two decades of public life dur-
ing a special meeting of the governing
body to wrap up borough business for
the year.

Mrs. Connelly, who served for one
term, will leave office after tomorrow,
Friday, December 31. Previously a
three-term councilwoman, she is only
the third woman and the third Demo-
crat to occupy Fanwood’s highest
elected office.

During her career with the borough,
she was also a member of the Fanwood
Planning Board and the Environmen-
tal Commission, as well as Police Com-
missioner. Mrs. Connelly revealed ear-
lier this year that she plans to run again
in 2000 for the Seventh District seat
currently held by Congressman Bob
Franks.

Long-time colleagues and friends

were on hand Tuesday to thank the
Mayor for her many contributions and
to wish her well on her future endeav-
ors, including Police Chief Robert
Carboy, Public Works Director
Raymond Manfra, Borough Adminis-
trator Eleanor McGovern and Union
County Freeholder and Municipal
Democratic Chairwoman Linda d.
Stender.

Mrs. Stender, who preceded Mrs.
Connelly as Mayor, made a special
presentation to her friend on behalf of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. Not-
ing that individuals in leadership posi-
tions are faced with “making the tough
decisions,” the former Mayor told Mrs.
Connelly, “you have made us proud.”

Mrs. Connelly also received several
gifts from fellow members of the gov-
erning body, commemorating her ser-
vice, as well as a resolution read by
Republican Councilman Louis C. Jung.
Mr. Jung will be sworn in as Mrs.
Connelly’s successor at the governing
body’s reorganization meeting this
Saturday, January 1, at noon.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr., who ran against Mr. Jung
in this year’s Mayoral race, requested
that Mr. Jung read the resolution hon-
oring Mrs. Connelly.

A resolution was also presented to
Dennis Estis, who has served as Bor-
ough Attorney since 1988 and whose
term expires tomorrow. Mayor
Connelly praised the Borough Attor-
ney for his “superior knowledge” of
municipal operations and law, noting
he had been an advisor to “three may-
ors, 14 council members and countless
borough employees.”

Mayor-elect Jung has named attor-
ney and Republican former council
candidate Wilfred P. Coronato as Mr.
Estis’ successor, pending governing
body approval at the reorganization
meeting.

Mr. Estis, who also received a round
of council kudos for his service, will
stay on as special counsel for the first
part of the new year to help the govern-
ing body make the transition from the
old administration to the new.

Calling the occasion “a memorable
night for me,” Mrs. Connelly remi-
nisced about pivotal events which oc-
curred in Fanwood since a land devel-
opment problem she had years ago
first inspired her to enter the municipal
government arena.

She said her “proudest contribution”
was her role as a negotiator for the
borough when, in a landmark case,
Fanwood successfully challenged a
quota assigned by the state Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH).

COAH had requested the munici-
pality provide 80 units of affordable
housing. With the borough already

DETOURED...Drivers were forced to make detours on Route 22 in Scotch Plains
after the area became severely waterlogged during Tropical Storm Floyd in mid-
September. The area was struck with wind, major flooding and power outages.

                       William A. Burke for The Times

Later in the month, the 1999 munici-
pal budget was introduced, sparking a
fresh round of partisan squabbling.
The $16.7 million spending plan,
which was $1.02 million more than
the 1998 budget, included a six-point
increase in local property taxes, which
translated into an additional $69 on
the average assessed value of
$116,000. Council Republicans at-

tacked the tax proposal, terming it the
biggest tax increase in Scotch Plains
in a decade.

The GOP said they favored using
what they called a “record” $3.05 mil-
lion surplus to offset the need for any
tax hike.

Mr. Marks upbraided the Democrats
for their 1998 campaign statements
that had criticized the Republicans for

raising taxes during the 1990s.
Mayor Samuel and Mr. Marks ar-

gued about whether it was proper to
“rehash” the 1998 campaign. When
Mr. Marks and Mr. McClintock then
tried to speak about the proposed tax
increase, the Mayor cut them off and
reminded them that the public hear-
ing on the matter was set for late
April.

APRIL
When Mayor Samuel named a bi-

partisan committee to examine the pro-
cesses and questions involved in di-
rectly electing the mayor, one of the
panel’s members was her husband,
Richard Samuel. This drew criticism
from Councilman Marks, who called
the appointment “a conflict of inter-
est.” Mr. Marks said he didn’t “have a
problem with [Mr. Samuel’s] political
affiliation, but with his marital affilia-
tion.”

Mr. Marks felt the recommenda-
tions of a panel including the
Mayor’s husband “could have a di-
rect impact on [Mrs. Samuel’s] ten-
ure as Mayor.” But Township Attor-
ney Andrew M. Baron said the Mayor
had the right to appoint anyone she
wished.

This most recent public discord
among council members led Township
Democratic Chairman Walter Boright
to say that “the tenor of the comments
[among members of the council] are
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Pedestrian Deaths, Parking Deck Study, Revamp of TV-36,
‘Floyd’ Damage Make Top Headlines in Westfield for 1999

Ingrid McKinley for TheTimes
STRANDED…A car becomes stranded on Harrison Avenue in Westfield after
Hurricane Floyd dumped a river full of water throughout the neighborhood on
Thursday, September 16, 1999.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The following is a
recap of the people, issues and events
that were reported on in 1999 by The
Westfield Leader.

JANUARY
The new year got off to a bang with

the third annual First Night Westfield,
the town-wide celebration of the arts.
This year included music from the
1960s and 1970s, country and western
line dancing as well as balloon sculp-
tures for the kids.

The event concluded with an indoor
ball drop at the National Guard Ar-
mory and the singling of “Auld Lang
Syne” by local music teacher and
former Mayoral contender, Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter.

Thomas C. Jardim was sworn into
a second two-year term following his
victory over Gail S. Vernick in No-
vember. The Mayor listed the plans
for the development of a parking
garage in the downtown, a jitney
shuttle service for commuters and
senior citizens alike among his top
agenda items.

Also taking office were Carl A.
Salisbury, as the new First Ward Coun-
cilman, as well as Second Ward Coun-
cilman James J. Gruba, Third Ward
Councilman John J. Walsh and Fourth

Ward Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman.

During the annual Town Council
reorganization meeting, William S.
Jeremiah, 2nd, was moved from Plan-
ning Board Attorney to Town Attor-
ney, replacing long-time attorney
Charles H. Brandt upon his retire-
ment.

William L. Brennan, a former Assis-
tant District Attorney in Brooklyn and

ex-Rutherford Councilman, was ap-
pointed Municipal Judge. Mr.
Brennan filled the vacancy left by
the resignation of Marion S.
Mogielnicki in 1997. Judge Jeffrey
Gechtman had been serving in an
acting capacity since Ms.
Mogielnicki’s resignation.

Susan Jacobson announced her de-
cision not to seek reelection to the
Westfield Board of education after 12

years on the board.
Nicholas P. Scutari was named Chair-

man for 1999 of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Among
the new programs he initiated for the
new year were a scholarship program
sponsored by the Freeholder Board for
students who plan to attend Union
County College.

In addition, he started a $5 million
competitive grant program to help
municipalities revitalize their business
districts.

Sworn into three-year terms were
Freeholders Mary P. Ruotolo of
Westfield, Lewis Mingo, Jr., of
Plainfield, both of who joined the board
last year, and Freeholder Daniel P.
Sullivan, who has been on the board
since 1995.

The Westfield Planning Board gave
approval to R.E.D. Realty to add two
floors to the former home of
Wyckoff ’s Steak House, 109 North
Avenue. The bottom floor was ap-
proved for retail space with Paine
Webber leasing the top two floors for
office space.

Superior Court Judge Cuddie E.
Davidson, Jr. of Westfield died at the
age of 77. Judge Davidson was a former
Union County Assistant Prosecutor and
Town Attorney. Appointed to the Su-
perior Court in 1973, sitting in Eliza-
beth, he served for 15 years before
retiring in 1988. He was a partner in
the law firm of Buttermore Mullen

Jeremiah and Phillips.
A 71-year-old Scotch Plains resi-

dent died of injuries she sustained after
she was hit by a car while attempting to
cross East Broad Street at the corner of
Saint Paul Street.

The woman, Ellen E. Interdonato,
71, police said at the time, had appar-
ently attended a choral arts concert at
Saint Paul Episcopal Church.

Local District 22 legislators, Sena-
tor Donald T. DiFrancesco, Assem-
blymen Richard H. Bagger and Alan
M. Augustine, traveled to Texas to
meet with Governor George M. Bush
regarding his bid to seek the Repub-
lican Party nomination for President
in 2000.

Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin formerly announced his
campaign for the Seventh Congres-
sional seat held by Bob Franks since
1993. Mr. Golkin said he was kicking
off his campaign a year early due to
Mr. Franks vote to impeach Presi-
dent Bill Clinton over the President’s
affair with Monica Lewinsky.

FEBRUARY
The Westfield Community Center

announced plans to build a two-story
building to house both day care and
adult care facilities across the street
from its existing building on West Broad
Street.

The Westfield School District re-
ceived the seventh highest increase in

Places Set to Discard
Bare Christmas Trees

SCOTCH PLAINS – When the
holidays are over and the last
ornament is packed away for the
season, there is also just the right
place for your real Christmas
tree.

The Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works will begin
curbside pick-up, beginning the
week of Monday, January 17.

Pick-up will continue through-
out that week.

In the Borough of Fanwood,
pick-up will begin the first week
of January, according to
Raymond Manfra, Recycling
Coordinator.

He said that trucks will con-
tinue making passes throughout
January until all trees are picked
up. Fanwood trees are recycled
and turned into wood chips and
mulch.

Mr. Manfra asks that trees be
kept above the curbing and out
of the storm basins.

Officials from both municipali-
ties ask that residents remove all
tinsel and garland before placing
their trees at the curb.

Three-Car Accident on Central Avenue Sends
Vehicle Partially Through Coffee Shop Window

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – A Scotch Plains
woman had to be extricated from her
car last Thursday morning following a
three-vehicle accident which sent her
1998 BMW partially through a plate
glass window of Starbucks Coffee shop
on Central Avenue in Westfield.

Valerie Canter, 40, told authorities
she was stopped in traffic in the south-
bound lane on Central Avenue with her
left turn signal on, preparing to turn
into the municipal parking lot adjacent
to Starbucks, when she was struck
from behind by another vehicle at 7:55
a.m., according to Lieutenant John M.
Parizeau of the Westfield Police De-
partment.

Nathalie Garnier, 35, of Springfield,
identified as the driver of the second
vehicle, told police she attempted to
stop her 1999 Ford Wagon from hitting
the BMW, but failed to avoid a colli-
sion.

Lieutenant Parizeau said the impact
caused the BMW to strike a 1999
Nissan vehicle coming northbound,
driven by John Toriello, 47, of
Westfield. The BMW then traveled

Gail S. Corbin for The Times
RESCUE EFFORT…Westfield firefighters examine a damaged BMW after extri-
cating driver Valerie Canter, 40, of Scotch Plains, with assistance from the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad, following an accident last Thursday morning on Central
Avenue. The BMW, which was struck from behind by another vehicle, went
partially through a window on the Starbucks Coffee building. The driver was
transported to Overlook Hospital in Summit, where she was treated and released.

over the sidewalk before striking the
exterior wall of the coffee shop, shat-
tering the window and becoming par-
tially lodged inside the building.

Ms. Garnier was issued a ticket for
careless driving, Lieutenant Parizeau
confirmed. It was unknown how fast
she was traveling at the time the acci-
dent occurred.

Westfield firefighters used the jaws
of life to remove the driver’s side
door of the BMW and, with assis-
tance from Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad personnel, extricated the
woman from the vehicle, stated
Westfield Deputy Fire Chief
Raymond Luck, Jr. A tree which had
been blocking access to the driver’s
side door had to be cut down in the
course of the rescue operation.

The victim was transported to Over-
look Hospital in Summit, where she
was treated and released. No informa-
tion was available on her injuries, and
no other injuries were reported as a
result of the accident. The section of
Central Avenue in the vicinity of
Starbucks was closed for a period of
time while local units responded to the
incident, Lieutenant Parizeau said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

study or borrowing purposes — or
they use our computers, attend our
lectures, hold meetings in our all-
purpose room, check out our bulletin
boards, or take advantage of the nu-
merous children’s and senior citizens’
programs we offer — the Scotch Plains
Library truly has something for ev-
eryone. And it’s all free.”

“The thrust of the celebration,”
added Feather S. Foster, spokesper-
son, “is to get the community to know
about the library and the tremendous
amount of services we offer and offer
free.”

She is hopeful that people in the
community who are not already mem-
bers of the library will join and get
their library cards and/or join the
‘Friends’ to “help out.”

“We’re looking to make it a place of
community gathering and resources,”
said Ms. Foster.

Library

                                                                Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

YEARS OF SELFLESS SERVICE…During last Tuesday evening’s Town Council
meeting, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim presented out-going Town Clerk Joy Vreeland
with a resolution, honoring her 36 years of service. A lifelong resident of Westfield
and the longest serving Clerk in Westfield history, Mrs. Vreeland has served under
11 mayors and attended over 1,000 council meetings. She will retire on January 1.

Joy Vreeland Looks Back On 36 Years
 As Longest Serving Westfield Town Clerk

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The longest-serving
Town Clerk in Westfield’s history begins
her retirement January 1.

Joy Vreeland, a lifelong resident of
Westfield, became the Acting Town Clerk
in November of 1960 and was named the
permanent town clerk on April 4, 1963.

As Town Clerk, Mrs. Vreeland was
often the first person visitors to Westfield’s
Municipal Building would see and she
was known for her friendly and welcom-
ing manner.

In her tenure, she served under 11
mayors, attended more than 1,000 coun-
cil meetings, worked through nine Presi-
dential elections and could have pro-
cessed as many as 72,000 dog licenses.

Mrs. Vreeland, who previously worked
for the National Cash Register Co. and
International Flavors and Fragrances, ad-
mitted that she could never have stayed in
private industry as long as the nearly 40
years she spent with the Town of Westfield.

The variety of the Town Clerk’s tasks,
however, as well as the change in admin-
istrations made the municipal job most

Surfing the Web to Find
The Latest Scoop?

www
goleader

com!

more than 99 percent developed, bor-
ough officials argued that this amount
was excessive. Through the efforts of
Mrs. Connelly and others, a single-
family housing plan was eventually
accepted by COAH which reduced
the required housing units from 80 to
eight.

Other milestones highlighted by
Mayor Connelly were the transfor-
mation of the former LaGrande
School building into a Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital branch and the erst-
while Mansion Hotel into The
Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted liv-
ing facility.

She also recalled how the borough
remained stalwart through such
weather emergencies as a 24-inch
snowfall several years ago, last year’s
tornado and Tropical Storm Floyd in
September.

She observed that Fanwood was
one of only 24 communities in the
state to be designated as a Certified
Local Government, making it eligible
for historic preservation funding. Mrs.
Connelly also described how a 1995
study by The RBA Group of
Morristown became the blueprint for
downtown development and how the
borough received more than $500,000
in grant money during the past four
years. She also commented that crime
had dropped in Fanwood by 50 percent
in 1998.

Mrs. Connelly additionally cited the
introduction of technology into bor-
ough buildings; automation of the
Fanwood Memorial Library; renova-
tions to the Fanwood train station Com-
munity House and the Carriage House,
now the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center; the borough’s centennial
and the inauguration of “Fanny Wood
Day,” and the unveiling of the Millen-
nium Clock among the highlights of
her years as a member of the local
government.

Characterizing Fanwood as “the
little town that could,” Mrs. Connelly
invoked the words of suffragist Su-
san B. Anthony to sum up her senti-
ments about her time spent in local
office.

“The work was sometimes hard
and discouraging, but these have been
happy and useful years,” she said.

Under other business, Mayor
Connelly broke a tie vote along party
lines in favor of accepting a bid from
Faigon Electric, Inc. of South
Plainfield for $385,470 to install some
50 light fixtures in the borough’s
downtown and the areas surrounding
the Millennium Clock at the train
station and the pocket park on Watson
Road.

Republicans opposed acceptance of
the bid — the only one received for the
project. Councilmen Stuart S. Kline

and Joel Whitaker both stated that they
felt the matter warranted further con-
sideration by the council. Mr. Kline
also voiced hope that the borough could
possibly obtain other bids for the work.

Mr. Jung stated that he had dis-
cussed the matter with Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden. The engineer,
he said, felt the amount was double
what the work should cost. The Faigon
bid, he noted, nearly equaled the
$400,000 in grant money Fanwood
received from the state and county
earlier this year for downtown im-
provements.

The Mayor-elect said Mr. Marsden
also believed it would be fiscally
prudent to re-bid for combined
streetscape and lighting work to be
done as a package, in sections, rather
than having all the lights installed
followed by other work done on the
same streets.

Democrats, however, favored com-
pleting one project in its entirety,
rather than making improvements in
what Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell called “piecemeal” fashion.

In terms of the company’s qualifi-
cations to do specialized work, Mayor
Connelly noted that Faigon comes
with good references and has done
traffic light installations. She also
stated that the borough could apply
for additional grant money to per-
form streetscape improvements later
on.

Mrs. Connelly Bids Colleagues
Farewell As Fanwood Mayor

Local Municipalities Plan
Reorganizational Meetings

Local municipalities have set the
dates and times of their yearly gov-
ernmental reorganization meetings.

In Westfield, the Town Council
will hold its swearing-in ceremony
this Sunday, January 2, at 2 p.m. in
the Town Council Chambers for four
recently reelected Republican coun-
cil members, Gregory S. McDermott,
Matthew P. Albano, Neil F. Sullivan,
Jr. and Janis Fried Weinstein, repre-
senting the First through Fourth
Wards, respectively. The council’s
reorganization meeting will take
place Tuesday, January 4, at 8 p.m.

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil will hold its reorganization meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 4, at 8 p.m.
in Borough Hall, off of Route 22.
Mayor Robert Viglianti will be sworn
into a fourth term as Mayor. Paul N.
Mirabelli and Keith C. Turner will
take the oath for new terms on the
council.

In Scotch Plains, the reorganiza-
tion meeting in which Martin Marks
will be sworn in as Scotch Plains
Mayor will be held Sunday, January
2, at 1 p.m.

The reorganization meeting will
be held at Scotch Plains Municipal
Hall on Park Avenue.

In Fanwood, Republican Louis C.
Jung will be sworn into his first term
as Mayor during the governing body’s
reorganization meeting, beginning at
noon on Saturday, January 1, in the
Fanwood Council Chambers.

Also being sworn in are Republi-
can Councilman Stuart S. Kline, for
a second term, and Republican Tho-
mas P. Ryan, Jr., who will begin his
freshman term on the governing
body.

Union County Freeholders’
reorganizational meeting will take
place this Sunday, January 2, in the
Union County Courthouse Cham-
bers of Assignment Judge Edward
W. Beglin, Jr. Freeholder Daniel P.
Sullivan will be sworn in as Chair-
man and Freeholder Alexander
Mirabelli will be named Vice Chair-
man. Freeholders Nicholas P. Scutari
and Linda d. Stender will be sworn
into new terms along with Free-
holder-elect Angel Estrada and Sur-
rogate-Elect James S. LaCorte.

interesting, she said.
The duties of the Town Clerk are very

varied, Mrs. Vreeland pointed out in an
interview with The Westfield Leader.

Some of her numerous tasks included
handling elections, taking minutes at the
Town Council meetings, swearing in new
councilmen and mayors, maintaining
parking permits, pet licenses and used
car lot licenses, as well as permits for
bingo and raffles.

Mrs. Vreeland estimates that there are
more than 2,000 dog licenses issued ev-
ery year by the town, with a small num-
ber of cat licenses added to that.

Additionally, Mrs. Vreeland has
handled approximately 70 elections in
her time as Town Clerk.

She said that one of the hardest things
about the elections was trying to find
people to work at the polls.

She noted that recently, the county has
stepped in to help, by sending people
from Elizabeth and Cranford.

Former Mayor Garland C. “Bud”
Boothe, noted that one of Mrs. Vreeland’s
strengths was juggling a number of in-
credibly varied tasks.

Mrs. Vreeland also noted that the
change in administration in the town has
made her job interesting.

The town had been governed by a
Republican majority until a few years
ago when Democrats, although still in
the minority, now hold three of eight
council seats and the office of Mayor.

Mrs. Vreeland has witnessed many
other changes in Westfield over the years,

pointing out that she has seen more
changes in the last couple of years than
ever before.

“The population has grown tremen-
dously,” she said.

The Westfield High School graduate
discussed the evolution of the high school
itself, from its days on Elm Street to its
current site on Dorian Road.

Mrs. Vreeland also reminisced about a
time when there were swans in the water
in Mindowaskin Park and when people
ice skated there in the winter.

She also noted that “there is a lot more
recreation in town than there used to be.”

At its December 21 meeting, the
Westfield Town Council passed a resolu-
tion honoring Mrs. Vreeland.

And, for those who have worked with
her throughout the years, Mrs. Vreeland
will be missed.

Former Mayor Boothe said: “Mrs.
Vreeland did a great job. Joy was a per-
son who did her job very well and very
effectively.”

Former Town Attorney Charles H.
Brandt said, “She is a very personable
person and dealt well with the public.”
Mr. Brandt said he enjoyed working with
her for 20 some years.

Town Attorney William S. Jeremiah,
2nd, said, “It was a pleasure (working
with Mrs. Vreeland). She will be missed.”

As for Mrs. Vreeland’s future plans,
she will stay in Westfield upon her retire-
ment and work on her Westfield Avenue
home, making some structural changes
that she never had time to do before.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21
• A Stoneleigh Drive resident reported

that someone had vandalized their 1996
Lexus by gouging the hood and trunk. The
incident occurred sometime during the
night.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
• Kyle W. Carroll, 24, of Plainfield

was arrested for possession of under 50
grams of marijuana, receiving stolen prop-
erty (9 mm semi-auto handgun) and pos-
session of a weapon, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street for a
traffic light violation. Kyle was released
after posting $10,000 bail set by Scotch
Plains Municipal Court Judge Joseph
Perifilio.

• An Arrowood Drive resident reported
finding a hole in a second floor bedroom
window. Police found a small caliber bul-
let inside the storm window.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23
• A backpack containing school sup-

plies was reported stolen from an unse-
cured locker at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25
• Officers on routine patrol found a

window at Terrill Middle School with a
small hole in it.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
• A Hacklorn Lane resident reported

being awakened by breaking glass at ap-
proximately 4 a.m. and found a window
pane on his front door had been broken out
by a rock.

• Alfredo C. Lontoc, 23, of Lawrence
Harbor was arrested and charged with re-
ceiving stolen property after being found
in possession of a stolen motor vehicle
from Howell during a motor vehicle stop
on Morse Avenue.

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Friday, Dec. 31, 8:00 P.M.
COP-TV

Saturday, Jan. 1, 12:00 P.M.
Live Broadcast – Fanwood
Reorganization Meeting
Swearing in of new governing
body, including the new
Mayor and new Council
members

Sunday, Jan. 2, 8:00 P.M.
Millennium Clock Dedication

Tuesday, Jan. 4, 8:00 P.M.
Fallen Flags Vol I
The Rahway Valley Railroad

Thursday, Jan. 6, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood Holiday Show
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WE ARE ROOTED IN SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Information is the key to a healthy
and prosperous community. The
towns we serve have grown and
flourished since we first began
covering them 109 years ago and
we pride ourselves in our

association with them. Become a
subscriber today and you not only
become a well informed member
of today’s community, you become
part of the rich traditions that
make our towns truly special!
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