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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS

Early Surge Pushes Tigers
Past Devil Cagers, 61-45

A, 17-3, first-quarter surge by the
Tigers made the difference as the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team fell to Linden, 61-45, in
Westfield on January 26. Tiger Jamaal
Tate sank nine of his 22 points in the
first quarter.

With the assistance of Tate, the
Tigers jumped out to a 6-0 lead
before Blue Devil Maurice
Boatwright hit a three-pointer with
4:28 left. Throughout the quarter,
the Blue Devils were flat on their
shooting and were making too many
bad passes.

In the second quarter, the Blue
Devils began to settle down and
played relatively even with the Ti-
gers, 16-13. The Tigers scored first,

but Lawrence Persky buzzed in to
make a layup for the Devils. Next,
due to some more poor Blue Devil
passing, the Tigers jumped to a
23-5 lead.

Finally, center Tom Langton
grabbed an offensive rebound and
pushed in the layup to get the Blue
Devil offense rolling. Senior Pete
Anzelone nailed a two-pointer from
the right side, then Langton yanked
another offensive rebound and sank
the layup to draw the score to 23-11.

The Tigers took advantage of more
Devil bad passes and jumped the
score to 31-11. Junior Jeff Weber hit
a three-point jumper with 1:15 re-
maining in the half. After the Tigers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Onur Tezucar recorded an-
other of his swift pins to remain
undefeated, but the Westfield High
School wrestling team fell to the
highly improved Cougars, 52-27, in
Cranford on January 27. Blue Devils
Mike Kivetz, Josh Ray and Nick
Clark recorded falls and sophomore
Jim Villane won by decision.

After Cougar Pat Daly received a
forfeit at 103, Blue Devil Mike
Sawicki at 112 found the going
rough against Cougar Dan
Genovese who won by a, 13-0,
majority decision to up the team
score to 10-0. Genovese scored a
fireman�s takedown in the first pe-
riod, two nearfalls in the second
and a takedown, penalty point and
another nearfall to grab the victory.

Cougar Greg Brown at 119 scored
on a double-leg takedown, then
clamped Blue Devil Dan Sawicki in
a cradle in 1:01.

At 125, Villane got the Blue Dev-
ils on the scoreboard with a well-
earned 8-4 decision over Adam
Sylvester. Villane constantly went
on the attack and never allowed
Sylvester a chance to relax. Villane
hit a double-leg takedown, but
Sylvester escaped then scored on a
double-leg takedown to take a 3-2
lead into the second period.

Villane hit a low-heel single-leg
takedown to take a 4-3 lead, but
Sylvester escaped. Toward the end of
the period, Villane added another
double-leg takedown to push the lead
to 6-4. In the third period, Villane
added a turn-in, step behind reversal
to finalize the scoring.

�He showed a lot of heart. He kept
wrestling the whole time,� said Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. �He
could have beaten that kid by a lot
more. He had quite a few takedowns
that he gave away.�

Kurz added, �He has to work more
on finishing and some things he needs
a little fine tuning, but he is coming
along real nicely. He will give you a
hundred percent every time that he
goes out there.�

Cougars Bob Verhoeven at 130
and Mike Carbone at 135 received
forfeits to up the team score to 28-3.
Florio Hawkins recorded a 2:45 fall
over Blue Devil Sean Joffe at 140.

Hawkins performed a great throw-
by takedown in the first period; how-
ever, Joffe hit a sit out, step over
reversal and began to work legs on
Hawkins. Unfortunately, Joffe was
too high and Hawkins caught his
head, then stacked him on his back.

Cougar freshman Greg Donofrio
received a forfeit at 145, making the
team score, 40-3, then Tezucar rushed
out to the mats and made quick work
of James Seeman at 152.

Tezucar slicked a duck under,
single-leg takedown, then levered

Seeman to his back, using a half
nelson to record the fall in 1:14.

�It was basically using a single-leg
takedown and hitting the half nelson.
That�s all she wrote,� said Tezucar of
his bout.

Last week, Tezucar toyed with the
idea of dropping to the 145-lb. class
after battling with the flu. �If I go
down to 145, I feel that I will pass out
on the mats. I am going to eat and get
my weight up to 154 which it will be
in February,� stated Tezucar.

Blue Devil Matt Castaldo had a
formidable opponent in junior John
Donofrio at 160. Donofrio nailed a
nice ankle-pick takedown, then
Castaldo escaped. Donofrio, then hit
a pick-and-twist takedown, putting
Castaldo on his back. Castaldo es-
caped, making the score 6-2.

In the second period, Donofrio
added a well-timed head in arm, spin
behind takedown, then ended the

COUSAR WINS BIG; RAIDERS IMPROVE TO 11-1

Raider Wrestlers Wobble
Plainfield Cardinals, 68-9
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team completed its
last easy match of the season by
thrashing a six-man Plainfield team,
68-9, in Scotch Plains on January 29.
The Raiders, Presently 11-1, were to
host a strong Union team on Wednes-
day, February 3, and will travel to
Rahway to do battle with the power-
ful Indians, to possibly decide
Watchung Conference dominance,
tomorrow night, Friday, February 5,
at 7 p.m.

Raider freshman Lucas Francavilla
won a 15-2, majority decision over
Ike Gaines at 103. Francavilla scored
a single-leg takedown, then added
two more points with a tight-waist
and an arm bar, step over nearfall.
Before the end of the first period, he
picked up three more points, using a
wrist and a half nelson nearfall.

In the second period, Francavilla
added three points using the tight-
waist and arm bar combination.
Gaines came to life and scored a
reversal, but Francavilla added a
reversal, a penalty point an a two-
point tight-waist, arm bar to finalize
the scoring.

�Lucas is wrestling real well,� said
Raider Head Coach Mike Artigliere.
�He is doing as I expected. He is
doing some real good things on top.
He is working his bars well and he is
good on his feet.�

After Dave Loewinger at 112, Mike
Loewinger at 119 and Charlie Tripet
at 125 received forfeits, senior Tony
Melendez at 130 pinned Mike
Stembridge in 1:33 to make the team
score 28-0. Melendez scored a single-
leg, trip takedown, then stabilized

Stembridge with a cradle.
James Stembridge at 135 put the

Cardinals on the board with a 6-2
victory over A. J. Romeo. Stembridge
scored on two double-leg takedowns
and a reversal while Romeo scored a
fireman�s takedown.

At 140, Mike Natale gave Mark
Fleming a fine view of the lights in
2:48. Natale scored a spin behind
takedown then added two more points
with an arm lever tilt. Next, he used
an Olympic arm bar to push the score
to 7-0 by the end of the first period.
Natale finally put Fleming to sleep
by rocking him in a cradle in the
second period.

Mike Grabel at 145, Marc Ricca at
152 and Josh Ricca at 160 all re-
ceived forfeits to make the team score,
52-3. Region 3 Champion Aaron
Morton of the Cardinals pinned
Raider Brad Belford in 1:01 at the
171-lb. class. After getting the
takedown, Morton got the fall using
a body press and a chin hook.

The bout of the afternoon fea-
tured Raider Gary Cousar and Dis-
trict 12 runner-up at 160-lbs. last
year Jason Howard in the 189-lb.
class. The highly exuberant Cousar
quickly attempted a takedown, but
Howard gained the two-point ad-
vantage by spinning behind him.
Cousar quickly escaped but fell vic-
tim to a lateral drop. Cousar quickly
escaped again to make the score 4-
2 in favor of Howard. Before the end
of the period, Cousar scored a single-
leg trip takedown then added a two-
point tilt to carry a 6-4 lead into the
second period.

Cousar escaped, but Howard added
a defensive takedown. Cousar es-
caped again and Howard tied the

score, 8-8, with another defensive
takedown. Cousar added a reversal
as the period ended.

Cousar finally gained the upper
hand in this see-saw battle when he
added another escape, a takedown,
a penalty point and a four-point
nearfall, via cradle, while yielding
two penalty points via locking
hands to pull out the 18-10 major-
ity decision.

�I was aware that he was second in
the districts last year,� said Cousar of
Howard. �Once I got on top, I tried to
break him down using a half to turn
him to his back.�

Cousar added, �I also used the far
side cradle but I did get a little high
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NIKKI MCCOY STRIKES FOR 19; BOWERS STEALS 5

Raider Hoopsters Knock Off
Lady Blue Knights, 43-26
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A healthy Nikki McCoy fired in 19
points as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team
smothered the Blue Knights of
Irvington, 43-26, in Scotch Plains on
January 28. Senior Christine Bowers
helped keep the momentum on the
Raiders� side by creating five of their
15 steals.

The Raiders had some difficulty

getting their offense going in the
first quarter. The Blue Knights won
the opening jump, but Nikki McCoy
quickly stole the ball and began to
move it down court. While drib-
bling, she considered passing the
ball, but nobody was near and she
was called for traveling. Virginia St.
Phard hit two-straight layups to put
the Knights ahead, 4-0.

Nikki McCoy got on track and hit
a two-point jumper, then center Katie

Feighner passed to an open Najwa
Glover, who nailed a jumper to tie the
score. Next, Bowers collected her first
steal and passed to Feighner who got
fouled. Feighner hit her foul shot to
give the Raiders their first lead.

Near the end of the quarter senior,
Krista Hicks scooped up a loose ball
and drove in for the layup to jump the
lead to 7-4. Tiffany Jones and Shawna
Bey hit back-to-back jumpers to push
the Knights in front 8-7, then Nikki
McCoy hit a free throw to knot the
score as the quarter ended.

The Raiders came to life in a big
way in the second quarter and
outscored the Blue Knights, 18-4.
Glover sank both of her free throws at
the start of the quarter, then moments
later, she passed to Nikki McCoy
who hit a fine right-side layup to put
the Raiders ahead 12-8. Next, Hicks
went to the line and sank both of her
free throws.

Jones broke the Raiders� streak
with a two-point jumper, making the
score 14-10, but Glover hit a jumper,
then Nikki McCoy made a steal and
drove to the basket for another layup.
Next, Nikki McCoy swiped another
steal and passed to Jeannie McCoy
who then hit a layup to make the
score 20-10.

With :52 left of the half, Jeannie
McCoy drove in to make a layup, was
fouled, then also made the free throw.
Seconds later Nikki McCoy hit a
three-pointer, then Jones hit a two-
pointer for the Knights to make the
score 26-12 at the half.

�We were pressing them a little bit
and got some points off the fast break
which was nice,� said Raider Head
Coach Brian Homm of the Raiders�
impressive performance in the sec-
ond quarter.

�We seemed to be a lot quicker
today than usual,� Homm pointed
out. �Maybe it was because we had
an additional guard on the floor.
When we put Najwa with Nikki and
Munchie (Jeannie), it gives us more
speed.�

The Raiders had the Blue Knights
reeling and kept them off-balance by
outscoring them, 10-4, in the third
quarter. The Raiders killed the Blue
Knights with their offensive out-of-
bounds plays and their defense con-
tinued to create steals and out-hustle
the Knights. Once the final quarter
opened, the game was well in hand.

Nikki McCoy contributed two-
three pointers, four rebounds and
had four of the 15 steals. Hicks fin-
ished with six points, seven rebounds
and one assist. Glover had six points,
three steals, two rebounds and one
assist. To go with her team-leading
steals, Bowers yanked in five re-
bounds and had one assist, Feighner
pulled four rebounds and had two
assists. Erin Gilolly and Katie Blom
scored two points each and Kelli
LaForge had one rebound.

�The way we played defensively,
we got a lot of points off fast breaks,�
stated Homm. �They played us man-

�TEZ�, KIVETZ, RAY, CLARK PIN; VILLANE WINS

Cranford Cougars Cool Off
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 52-27

ROSENBLATT BLASTS 665 SERIES

Devil Keglers Knock
Raiders, 2,894-2,144

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Brett Rosenblatt rolled
a 665 series as the Westfield High
School bowling team pulled a 7-0,
clean sweep of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team, out-totaling them,
2,894-2,144, at Highway Bowl in
Union on January 21. The second-
ranked Blue Devils put together two
1,000+ games en route to the victory
which upped their record to 5-0.

�When you bowl 1,000 in any
game, you are probably going to win,�
commented Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone. �It is quite unusual for
one team to roll two 1,000 games in
one match.�

Rosenblatt was on in every game
starting with a 200 in the first game
which the Blue Devils beat the Raid-
ers, 1,007-669. Next, he rolled the
high game of 243 when the Blue
Devils won 876-744. In game three,
the Blue Devils won, 1,011-731, and

Rosenblatt fired a 222.
�It was the second highest series

(Rosenblatt�s) of the year in the
Watchung Conference,� Tirone
pointed out. �The high, so far, is
711.�

Dan Rock rolled a solid 565 series
which included games of 222, 162
and 181. Tim Caprario had a 558
total pins with games of 214, 161 and
183. Evan Baum and Jeff Diamond
both finished with series of 553. Baum
bowled a 193, 138 and a 222. Dia-
mond had a 178, 172 and a 203.

�Everybody was real solid,� said
Tirone. �What was impressive was
that each one of the bowlers had a
200+ game which shows consistency.�

Tirone also noted that the junior
varsity team also won 7-0. Chris
Marotta had a high game of 224 and
a series of 553.

Tirone concluded, �Their fine per-
formance will all mean nothing un-
less we continue to do well.� CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUSAR CLAMPING THE CRADLE�Raider Gary Cousar clamps Cardi-
nal Jason Howard in a tight cradle in their 189-lb. bout. Cousar won 18-10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

APPLYING TOP PRESSURE�Blue Devil Jim Villane, top, applies pressure
on Cougar Adam Sylvester during his 125-lb. bout. Villane defeated Sylvester,
8-4, in Cranford on January 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING HIGH FOR THE REBOUND�Raider Katie Feighner, No. 40,
leaps very high for the rebound against the Blue Knights in Scotch Plains on
January 28. The Raiders won 43-26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PULLING IN THE REBOUND�Blue Devil Tom Langton, No. 32, pulls in the rebound while Maurice Boatwright, No.
10, and Doug Minarik, No. 15, watch during the game with Linden on January 26.
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