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Second Pedestrian Fatality Grips Town
As Nanny is Mourned by Local Family
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Anna Tkacova of Perth Amboy
succumbed to fatal injuries last
Wednesday night after being hit by a
vehicle while entering the westbound
lane of East Broad Street near the
intersection of Jefferson Avenue.

Miss Tkacova, who was employed
as a nanny for a family in Westfield,
was going to retrieve the family�s
children at the Hebrew School of
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street.

According to a police report re-
leased February 18 by Police Chief
Anthony J. Scutti, Miss Tkacova was
struck by a 1993 Dodge Van at ap-
proximately 5:57 p.m. The vehicle

was driven by a Westfield resident.
The report also indicated that a

crosswalk was not available at the
point where Miss Tkacova entered
the intersection.

The motorist, who was traveling
westbound on East Broad Street when
the accident occurred, stopped the
vehicle immediately.

Miss Tkacova was thrown approxi-
mately 75 feet from the actual site of
the collision, according to the report.

The report indicated that alcohol
and drugs were not a factor in the
accident, nor were speeding viola-
tions an issue in the case. However,
the driver was charged with not hav-
ing an insurance card in his posses-
sion.

Detective Sergeant John M.
Parizeau of the Westfield Police De-
partment told The Westfield Leader
that the tragedy is somewhat compa-
rable to the January 18 death of Ellen
Interdonato with the exception that
Miss Tkacova was walking in the

opposite direction.
Although the police report indi-

cated that �the road condition at the
time was dry and weather was clear-
night time,� Sergeant Parizeau ob-
served that the evening was �more

Officials Continue
Enforcement Effort

In Wake of Tragedies
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In the aftermath of the pedes-
trian deaths of Anna Tkacova, 23,
on Wednesday, February 17, and
Ellen Interdonato, 71, on January
18, the question on the minds of
most Westfield residents has been,
�Will enforcement be stepped up
now that there have been two fa-
talities?�

Miss Tkacova was walking to the
Hebrew School at Temple Emanu-El
at 756 East Broad Street to retrieve
the children whom she cared for when
she was struck by a 1993 Dodge Van
and thrown 75 feet from the point of
impact.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and Po-
lice Chief Anthony J. Scutti of the
Westfield Police Department have
responded to the possibility of step-
ping up the enforcement of the traffic
safety laws while considering the
deaths of Miss Tkacova and Mrs.
Interdonato.

The two fatalities both occurred on
East Broad Street, nearly four blocks
apart.

According to the mayor, the addi-
tion of �a traffic light or flashing
lights� are possible strategies which
town officials believe might alleviate
the troubled traffic area of East Broad
Street.

Chief Scutti stated that the Town
of Westfield would have to work with
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders to consider the installa-
tion of a traffic light or flashing
lights because East Broad Street is a
county road.

According to Mayor Jardim, the
Temple has since requested the pres-
ence of a police officer at two times
during the day � when two separate
Hebrew School sessions are held in
the early evening.

Since the death of Mrs. Interdonato,
Mayor Jardim stated, �We�ve stepped
it up (enforcement of traffic safety
laws) a great deal from jaywalking
and speed enforcement to a level we
never had before in Westfield.�

With the second pedestrian fatality
gripping town officials and the
Westfield community, the Mayor re-
ported that a meeting will be held
with officials to review the current
level of enforcement.

The problem areas or �hot spots,�

as labeled by the mayor, will be ex-
amined by new traffic safety consult-
ants.

�The consultants will mitigate the
very bad hot spots,� the Mayor re-
vealed.

Deidre Gelline of BRAKES (Bik-
ers, Riders and Kids are Entitled to
Safety) told The Westfield Leader
that the death of Miss Tkacova was
�a tragedy that should not have hap-
pened,� but was somewhat inevitable
due to the area not being well-lit or
attended by police.

Police Chief Scutti stated that he
believes the present rate of traffic law
enforcement is �at it�s maximum right
now.�

The Town of Westfield has applied
to Public Service Electric and Gas
Company (PSE&G) for an increase
in lighting at Temple Emanu-El last
week, according to Chief Scutti.

Town Administrator, Edward A.
Gottko, reported that the request was
an inquiry regarding additional light-
ing in four key locations throughout

Deadline Nears
For Filing

BOE Petitions
The deadline for filing nominat-

ing petitions for the 1999 Westfield
and Mountainside school board elec-
tions is fast approaching.

All petitions must be completed
and filed with the local board
secretary�s office by 4 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 1. Petitions, which may
still be obtained from each school
district�s administrative offices, re-
quire 10 signatures of eligible voters
from the candidate�s district.

Annmarie Puleio, Arlene Gardner
and William Wallace have thrown
their hats into the ring for seats on
the Westfield Board of Education.
Mrs. Puleio and Mrs. Gardner are
seeking reelection to their current
positions.

Mr. Wallace, who is a newcomer to
the race, has served on the Citizens
Advisory Committee on Capital
Projects, which worked with the

New Jersey Monthly Designates Westfield
Among 25 �Great Towns� in Garden State

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In case there was any question for
fans of this town, it is now official.

Westfield is one of the �great
places� to live in the state of New
Jersey. That�s according to New Jer-
sey Monthly, which in its March
1999 issue named the community as
one of the 25 �great towns� in the
Garden State.

�At a time when many small towns
are drying up, Westfield finds itself
in the midst of bidding wars over
downtown retail space,� the article
states. The short description of
Westfield includes information about
the town�s entertainment offerings
and parks. Also featured is a sum-
mertime picture of the World War I
monument and the United Method-
ist Church at the intersection of East
Broad Street and North Avenue.

In addition, the article states: �Po-
tential home buyers are drawn to
Westfield by its schools � the high
school ranked 12th in the state in
New Jersey Monthly�s latest survey
� and diverse stock of houses.�

Jenny DeMonte, editor of New Jer-
sey Monthly, explained that the fea-
ture on great places to live in the state
is done about every two years. Al-
though she was not certain, she said
she would not be surprised if
Westfield had been mentioned in pre-
vious articles about good places to
live in the state.

�We find that the towns that are

great are always great,� Ms. DeMonte
said.

In addition to Westfield, other area
towns making the list include
Cranford, Watchung, Chatham and
Long Hill.

She explained that the
publication�s list of the state�s 25
�great places� to live was not based
on scientific data, such as cost of
living or housing prices. Rather, the
editorial staff began by talking to
realtors throughout New Jersey to
ask them what people look for in a
town.

�Realtors say when people look for
a town, they look for a �town,�� Ms.
DeMonte said. �Is there a �there�,
there? Not just a bunch of cul-de-sacs
strung together.�

Then, after gathering names of
towns, the staff looked at other is-
sues, such as schools and the design
of homes, the editor said. �Westfield
has it all � the downtown, great
schools, the interesting and varied
architecture.�

�The truth is that Westfield is one
of those quintessential towns im-
mortalized in children�s books,� Ms.
DeMonte commented. �Kids can
walk to school, can walk downtown,
a grocery store is within driving dis-
tance, and there�s a train station where
dad can go to New York City. It is a
place where you feel very safe.�

Ms. DeMonte also acknowledged
that in the last two years, Westfield�s
downtown has gone through a �re-

naissance,� adding that �the eco-
nomic strength is evident. A vibrant
downtown is important.�

The magazine article does con-
firm, in particular, the hard work
and dedication of those involved in
the promotion and development of
the downtown in the last few years.

Michael La Place, Executive Di-
rector of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), said that in the
past, Westfield did not have as high
a profile as it could have.

�In the past, everyone in Westfield
shopped in Westfield,� he said. �But
when you look at New Jersey, the
competition is greater than ever for
shoppers. Westfield sort of had to
shift gears. We couldn�t depend on
just the town.�

�Now there really is a buzz about
Westfield outside of Westfield,� he
said.

The magazine article, he believes,
will mean different things to differ-
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ent people, and will affect the town in
different ways.

For those thinking about relocat-
ing or moving from one New Jersey
town to another, Westfield may be
added to their list. For those who
have been here before, but not re-
cently, they may come back to see
what�s new.

�It may even mean to some a place
to go to dinner. They may say �I
didn�t realize there were so many
restaurants, and we can go to a movie
without going out on the highway to
a triplex theater,�� said Mr. La Place.

Dave Sutter, head of the Promo-
tions Committee of the DWC and the
owner of Lancaster, Ltd. on Elm
Street, said that when the committee
was established, the goal was simply
to improve the relationship among
merchants and customers, and to at-
tract more people to the downtown.

To that end, in the last year, six

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

ROADSIDE MEMORIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN � A heartfelt memorial to Anna
Tkacova who died after being struck by a car near Temple Emanu-El on
Wednesday, February 17, was set up at Jefferson Street and East Broad Street.
Miss Tkacova, of Perth Amboy, was employed as a babysitter for a Westfield
family.

Mayor, Police Chief Unveil Plan to Enforce
Speed Limits as Residents Urge Protection

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Following the second pedestrian
fatality on East Broad Street this
year, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and
Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti an-
nounced Tuesday night that police
efforts will be stepped up under a new
enforcement procedure.

The plan will involve both concen-
trated and selective enforcement
methods and will begin March 1.

�Enforcement is not the total an-
swer as we all know,� explained Chief
Scutti. �Education and changing hab-
its is a big part of it...and that is
basically what we are trying to do
here � educate the public.�

Chief Scutti explained that the
department�s two mobile monitoring

devices will be used on both the
north and south sides of town to
concentrate police efforts on speed-
ing.

The monitoring devices will be
utilized a few days prior to enforce-
ment by patrol units with radar de-
tectors. Parking rule enforcement will
also be stepped up in the downtown,
school zones and at town parks dur-
ing weekend spring and fall sports
programs.

Mayor Jardim noted that the po-
lice will be enforcing speed limits on
the town�s busiest roads including
Dudley Avenue, Mountain Avenue,
Central Avenue and Dorian Road.

�In addition to selective enforce-
ment, it�s going to be a concentrated
enforcement mechanism,� the Mayor

said, noting the goal of the program
is to �dramatically increase the po-
lice presence in the central business
district, school zones and other se-
lected sites around town in a consis-
tent manner to increase public safety�
and change citizen behavior.

�So the measure of success (of the
program) we will be guided by is less
speeding and less pedestrian viola-
tions,� the Mayor noted, in an effort
�to change citizen behavior.�

Last week�s accident that killed
23-year old nanny Anna Tkacova
was still fresh on the minds of resi-
dents at the council meeting.

Nancy Vickers of Mountain Av-
enue recalled an incident four years
ago when she and her son, Charles,
were hit by a car while attempting to

cross East Broad Street from Stanley
Oval to get to the Westfield Memo-
rial Library.

Although Mrs. Vickers was only
grazed by the vehicle her son, who
was 9 at the time, was thrown 20 feet
and sustained serious injuries.

�You could imagine the chilled
affect when we heard about the first
one and then the second pedestrian
fatality occurring just blocks from
where we were hit,� she said.

Mrs. Vickers said �car traffic in
general in Westfield is endangering
our lives.� She said it is �imperative
that we rally together as a commu-
nity to make sure that another acci-
dent and, God forbid, another fatality
doesn�t happen.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mindowaskin Park Overlook Gains Nod
In Town Council�s 1999 Municipal Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Continuing through the tedious
process of putting together its 1999
municipal budget, the Town Council
has agreed to fund the upgrade of the
concrete overlook at Mindowaskin
Park to the tune of $155,000, with
$30,000 of that amount coming from
last year�s allocation that was not
spent.

Preliminary work could begin by
the middle of the year, with the project
expected to be completed within six
to eight months.

With members of the Friends of
Mindowaskin, a group that raises
funds to beautify the park, watching
last Wednesday night�s council bud-
get meeting, the debate was not on
whether the project should receive
town funding, but how much of an
appropriation should be included in
the budget.

�We are going to get a new over-
look, which is going to be pleasing to
the people who care the most,� said
Second Ward Councilman and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman James
J. Gruba, noting that the project will
include new railings, lights and
benches.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
noted that estimates from three dif-
ferent firms to do the work have
ranged from about $55,000 to
$122,000, depending on the level of
improvements to be made and the
materials that are used.

Officials noted, though, that the
number is expected to rise once work
begins and the true condition of the
overlook is determined.

�Are all bets off with these esti-
mates?,� questioned First Ward Coun-
cilman Carl A. Salisbury.

Mr. Marsh remarked that it is
doubtful the entire concrete overlook

will need to be replaced. Such a cost
could run into the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, he said.

He observed that after a design is
chosen and then developed on paper,
�the primary consideration becomes
the materials� used. This could be
either granite, concrete or cast stone.

Melba Nixon, representing the
Friends of Mindowaskin, said that
granite �is current...it�s forever� add-
ing that it �is no more expensive than
the other materials� under consider-
ation for the construction work.

�We are very pleased and very much
encouraged that this is under active
consideration. You will not regret it.
The town will bless you for it,� Mrs.
Nixon told the council.

Nancy Priest, President of the
Friends, told the council that the
group has raised $6,000 in donations
for the work, a far cry from the quar-
ter of a million dollars it generated
for the first phase of restoration of the
park.

She noted that the Westfield Foun-
dation will be contacted to gauge the
level of financial support it could
provide for the project.

�They are certainly looking for
qualified projects and this could well
be such a project,� said Mr. Gruba.

Ms. Priest said that while concrete
has a short life span, granite has �a
long-lasting appeal� with a life span
of up to 100 years.

The Friends financial support in
the first phase was used to purchase
new lampposts, benches, landscape
efforts for new gardens, trees, shrubs,
playground equipment and signage
during the first restoration of the
park. Meanwhile, the town spent
another $140,000 for infrastructure
improvements that included regrad-
ing, modifying drainage, and install-
ing new roadways.

In a letter to the council, Ms. Priest
said that repairs are also needed for
the railings and balusters for the
bandstand in the center of the park,
and the rusted posts located near the
bridge in the park by the children�s
playground.

The Friends have also indicated
that a sprinkler system for the gar-
dens in the park is �desperately
needed.� The Friends are seeking an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

ABOUT TO GET A FACELIFT...The upgrade of the concrete overlook at the
East Broad Street entrance to Mindowaskin Park has been approved by the
Town Council as part of the 1999 municipal budget.
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REHEARSING�The Westfield High School spring musical, Godspell, is now in
rehearsals for the three-day run, Thursday to Saturday, March 11 to March 13.
The play, which is based on the Gospel according to St. Matthew, will feature
many theatrical devises, from pantomime, charades and vaudeville antics to
minstrel show techniques of tap and soft shoe dancing. Godspell will be per-
formed by an ensemble cast of 36 student actors. Each production number will
feature a number of students with solos and dance routines. Tickets will cost $8
and will be sold by cast members or may be ordered by calling (908) 789-4549.

Westfield Art Gallery to Open
Photography Exhibit Sunday
WESTFIELD � The Westfield

Art Gallery, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will host
an exhibit featuring the photography
of Richard Gauer.

A public reception with Mr. Gauer
will be held this Sunday, February
28, from 2 to 4 p.m. The exhibit will
be on display from that date through
Friday, March 26.

Mr. Gauer works in the mediums
of sculpture and oil painting, as well
as photography. He has won multiple
awards for his pieces in the land-
scape and animal categories, and

also builds customized wooden
frames.

The Westfield Art Gallery is a di-
vision of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a non-profit organiza-
tion established in 1972. Other divi-
sions include The Music Studio, Kids
�n� Arts, Tots �n� Arts, The Drawing
Workshop, The Westfield Fencing
Club, and The Westfield Summer
Workshop.

For more information on all of
these programs and the Art Gallery,
please call (908) 789-9696.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

area billboards, along with adver-
tisements in The Star-Ledger, have
encouraged people to �Discover
Westfield.� The campaign highlights
Westfield�s offerings of shopping,
dining, ambiance, entertainment and
history.

The town also created an official
Internet web site about a year and a
half ago, which is continually up-
dated with events and news. In 1999,
the print advertising campaign will
be extended to include New Jersey
Monthly and The New York Times.

Although Mr. Sutter said there al-
ready was a perceived excitement
about Westfield, the New Jersey
Monthly article will only serve to
create more interest.

Westfield Recognized
By New Jersey Monthly

�It is very positive,� he said. �It
reflects what we know. I do think
we have a great town. We have a
group of people who care about this
town.�

Second-term Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim agreed. �It (the article) kind
of confirms what we already know.
Good things are happening in
Westfield. The schools and down-
town are among them.�

He added that the attractiveness of
the town and its proximity to New
York City also contribute to its desir-
ability.

�We don�t intend to have anyone
rest on their laurels, though,� he
said. �We still have a lot of work to
do.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nanny Becomes Second
Pedestrian Killed in 1999

clear but with a little mist.�
The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-

ported Miss Tkacova to University
Hospital in Newark where she was
pronounced dead at 10:30 p.m. from
the injuries she had sustained.

According to the 1998 Westfield
Police Department Annual Report,
there was a 125 percent increase in
pedestrian accidents last year. Eigh-
teen pedestrians were struck by ve-
hicles without fatalities. Less than
two full months into 1999, there have
already been two fatalities.

This past Monday, a small shrine
of flowers memorialized the corner
of Jefferson Avenue where Miss

Tkacova was killed.
�She was a very nice young person.

She was extremely reliable, extremely
responsible,� stated a member of the
family for which she was a nanny.
�It�s very shocking.�

The family member, who requested
to remain anonymous, observed that
although measures have been taken
by town officials and police to step up
enforcement of traffic safety regula-
tions, additional steps should be taken
to improve safety.

�It�s a terrible thing,� the family
member concluded, �She had just
gotten engaged a couple of weeks
ago.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Officials Vow to Continue
Enforcement Efforts

Westfield, one of which was the
Temple Emanu-El area.

Mr. Gottko indicated that the town
received recommendations as a re-
sult of the inquiry and authorized
PSE&G to proceed with those rec-
ommendations.

A time for new lighting installa-
tion is not yet available, according to
Mr. Gottko.

On February 19, the Chief met
with representatives from a company
which will research a system of traf-
fic calming devices for the town.

One such device was posted across
from the entrance of Wells Street, a
Solar Speed Monitor, which presents
a digital display of a motorist�s speed
as they approach the machine. The
town currently owns two of the ma-
chines.

In addition, an increase in police
presence lined East Broad Street
throughout the weekend.

When asked about the possibility
of training concerned citizens to be-

come crossing guards to alleviate
traffic congestion and further acci-
dents, Chief Scutti stated, �I see noth-
ing wrong with it.�

�Our manpower is very limited,�
added the police chief, observing that
it would be beneficial if concerned
citizens worked within their own or-
ganization to volunteer as crossing
guards.

Chief Scutti stressed that each in-
dividual would have to be properly
trained for such a responsibility.

�It is a team effort,� he stated,
�Everybody is going to have to pitch
in and help.�

Ms. Gelline stressed that she hopes
the recent tragedy will �galvanize
the Town Council and the police� to
enforce and maintain traffic safety
regulations.

�This is a pattern. We can�t let it
continue,� she concluded.

Judge William L. Brennan was
contacted by The Westfield Leader,
but offered �no comment.�

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

school board in researching district-
wide projects proposed under the suc-
cessful $11.7 million bond that was
passed by voters on December 15.

The race for the Mountainside Board
of Education calls for two seats to be
filled. Patricia Knodel, a board member
for 24 years, and John Perrin, a board
member since September of 1998, have
filed their petitions for reelection.

Each full school board term lasts for
three years. School board elections will
be held on Tuesday, April 20.

Citizens who are not registered to
vote have until Monday, March 22, to
become eligible to cast their ballots in
this year�s school board elections.

To become a registered voter, an
individual must be at least 18 years of
age, be a United States citizen, and
maintain a primary residence in the
municipality in which he or she seeks
to vote. Prospective voters may regis-
ter at the office of the municipal clerk
in their town, or at the office of the
Union County Election Board, 271
North Broad Street in Elizabeth.

Absentee ballots will also be avail-
able in the office of Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi. Residents have until
Tuesday, April 13, to apply for an ab-
sentee ballot by mail, and until 3 p.m.
on Monday, April 19, for in-person
registration.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A Drake Place resident filed a ha-

rassment report, claiming an unknown
person was calling her on the telephone
and hanging up.

• Police received a report that a
woman shoplifted approximately $550
worth of clothing from a North Avenue
department store. The suspect was seen
exiting the front door of the store with the
merchandise, after which she left the
scene in a silver 1988 Oldsmobile driven
by another woman. Both women were
described as black and between the ages
of 40 and 50.

• Karen Paardecamp, 46, of Fanwood
was arrested in the 600 block of North
Avenue, West, and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take a
Breathalyzer test. She was released on
$900 bail.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• A cellular telephone valued at ap-

proximately $63 was reported stolen from
a locker at Westfield High School.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
• A Grove Street resident reported

that her vehicle was burglarized at an
undetermined location, during which a
checkbook, computer and portable tele-
phone were stolen. The total value of the
items was unknown, police said.

• A Summit Court resident reported
that her credit card was stolen while she
was at a local house of worship, and that
the card was subsequently used to fraudu-
lently make purchases at several loca-
tions.

• George Kraemer, 18, of Westfield
was charged at North Avenue, East, with
making an alcoholic beverage available
to an underage person, according to po-
lice. He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
• Donne E. Burton, 34, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and with possession of drug
paraphernalia, authorities confirmed.

Police also discovered outstanding
warrants for Burton issued by Plainfield,
South Plainfield and Fanwood. Bail was
set at $250 on the Westfield charge.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
•Three hundred block of Clark Street

� unintentional alarm.
•Three hundred block of Woodland

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
•Five hundred block of Sherman Street

� unintentional alarm.
•Seven hundred block of Central Av-

enue � smoke scare.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9

•One hundred block of Genesee Trail
� electrical short.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
•Six hundred block of Westfield Av-

enue � hazardous condition.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11

•Six hundred block of Saint Marks
Avenue � carbon monoxide detector.

•Six hundred block of North Avenue,
East � car fire.

•Five hundred block of Springfield
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

•Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
•Four hundred block of North Av-

enue, East � smoke odor investiga-
tion.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
•Six hundred block of South Avenue �

unintentional alarm.
•One hundred block of Carol Road �

odor investigation.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13

•Three hundred block of North Av-
enue, West � automobile accident.

•Three hundred block of First Street �
system malfunction.

•Eight hundred block of Cedar Ter-
race � unintentional alarm.

•One hundred block of Stoneleigh Park
� good intent call.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
•One hundred block of Sandra Circle

� lock out.
•One hundred block of North Chest-

nut Street � lock out.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

She asked that the pedestrian cross-
ing signs be returned to downtown
�hot spots� while also installing pe-
destrian activated traffic signals.

Jeffrey Goldstein of Mountainside
and his 10-year-old daughter were
among the four witnesses to last
Wednesday night�s accident.

�And I can assure you that it was a
horrifying site,� he told the council.

He proposed that a pedestrian light
be placed at the Jefferson intersection
with East Broad. He said the device
could be a flashing yellow light or a
pushbutton system activated by pedes-
trians.

Mr. Goldstein also recommended
that speed limit signs be posted be-
tween Springfield Avenue and the
Temple as well as signs to warn motor-
ists of the crosswalk.

Janice Siegal of Minisink Way, who
serves on the Board of Trustees at
Temple Emanu-El, noted that the
Temple Hebrew School enrolls over
700 children.

While most children arrive and leave
by cars that pull into the Temple�s
parking lot, many parents park on side
streets and cross East Broad to pickup
their children.

Ms. Siegel noted that the curve and
the decline in the road works against
motorists who are often not prepared
for the crosswalk when coming from
Springfield Avenue. She said both
short-term and long-term solutions are
needed to address the safety issue for
persons crossing the street at the
Temple.

Tamara Rubin of Sandford Avenue,
the Director of the Religious School
Program at the Temple, pleaded with
the town to find a permanent solution
to protect children crossing at the
intersection, adding that it is �very
scary� to have to face the constant
threat to the safety of the lives of her
students.

Representing the BRAKES group,
(Bikers, Runners and Kids Entitled to
Safety) Lauren Shub of Wychwood
Road said she had told officials just a
few weeks ago that the Jefferson/East
Broad crossing �was just another death
waiting to happen,� noting that the
group had �begged� the police to be
present at the crossing.

Prior to the public meeting Chief

Mayor, Police Chief Unveil
Plan to Enforce Speed Limits

Scutti said police have notified Temple
staff that they will dispatch patrol units
each day for about 15 minutes when
kids are leaving the Temple in the
afternoon and again in the early evening
when contacted by Temple staff. He
said his department, though, cannot
provide staff for a full three-hour shift
each weekday.

Ms. Shue said the town has to be
�proactive and not reactive� to the
dangers lurking in Westfield�s marked
and unmarked crosswalks.

�You can�t fix these areas one deck
at a time,� she commented.

David Schallcross of North Euclid
Avenue explained to the council how
his wife, two children and a friend
were struck in 1996 while attempting
to cross East Broad at Mountain Av-
enue. While the first car stopped a
second motorist pulled out of traffic
and hit his wife who was holding the
younger of the two children.

While his wife was unhurt, his older
son, Daniel, �eventually ended up un-
der the car and was almost crushed.
The reality of it is that I almost lost my
entire family.�

Mr. Schallcross said he came before
the council in an effort to �raise the
level of consciousness and awareness
in the hope that something can be done
about it.�

Officials also noted that police would
issue warnings to jaywalkers. After a
certain number of warnings a sum-
mons would be issued to the offender
although police officers will always
have the discretion to issue summonses
without warning.

Miles Austin of Sandra Circle said
that �while everyone (officials) are say-
ing wonderful things, everyone is pass-
ing the buck.�

Mayor Jardim responded that, �our
concern is with the square corners of
this town and we have to worry about
the problems and the people who live
here.�

The Mayor said to the audience that
�you don�t want to be Mayor when
receive the call that a pedestrian has
been killed. You don�t want to than
receive a call exactly a month later that
another pedestrian has been killed.�

He said the town has been putting
together a long-term plan to better pro-
tect pedestrians.
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Mindowaskin Park Overlook
Gains Town Council Approval

additional $60,000 for such a system.
Ms. Priest noted that the �complete

structure� of the overlook �has been
neglected and has been deteriorating
for several years. It is now beyond re-
pair. It is literally falling apart.�

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. proposed a project budget
of $150,000, of which $30,000 would
come from the unused 1998 funds;
$95,000 from this year�s town alloca-
tion, and $25,000 in revenue from pri-
vate sources.

A counter proposal by Third Ward
Councilman John J. Walsh reduced the
town�s 1999 allocation by $25,000.

Mr. Sullivan said his proposal would
pay for the highest of the bids received,
while also factoring in material changes
and �cost overruns.�

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said he
would have a hard time justifying an-
other $25,000 over Mr. Marsh�s
$100,000 allocation request.

After debating the project back and
forth for a half hour, Town Administra-
tor Edward A. Gottko emphasized that,
�it�s only a number in a plan.�

In other budget news, the council
continued work on the 1999 spending
plan, which has been proposed at
$23,754,000. State aid revenue is up
$42,000 over last year, $4,086,661. In-
formation on the impact on taxes has
yet to be formalized.

In terms of capital projects, the pro-
posed spending plan totals around
$950,000 in road projects, $412,000 of
which will be supplied by revenue gen-
erated through a Community Develop-
ment Block and state Transportation
Trust Fund grants. Another $12,000
will be assessed to property owners.

Included are curb replacement
projects on Boulevard, Carleton Road
and Summit Avenue, as well as a major
improvement project for Ross Place, an
endeavor that includes narrowing of the
road, new sewers and curbs, and pav-
ing.

Also proposed is $150,000 in im-
provements for projects spread across
the four wards. These include projects
that were rejected twice for funding
through available grants.

Included in the hopper for repaving
work are Willow Grove, Myrtle Av-
enue, Ripley Place, the Lexington
Heights subdivision roadways, Windsor
and Livingston Avenues.

Other large capital budget expendi-
tures include $414,000 in Department

of Public Works (DPW) equipment and
$50,000 for an emergency generator for
the DPW, along with a $15,000 facili-
ties study. The study, recommended by
Mr. Sullivan, comes in lieu of Mr.
Marsh�s original expansion plan.

Park improvements include new
restrooms at Tamaques Park and
Gumbert Park, totaling $280,000. Of
that amount, $150,000 will come from
the 1998 and 1999 Pocket Park grant
programs run by Union County.

Also funded is Mayor Jardim�s pro-
posal for a sidewalk replacement pro-
gram. Under the plan, residents will
pay for 50 percent of the cost, while the
town will pick up the remainder.

Downtown improvements, including
the beautification of the area around
and under the Central Avenue over-
pass, is being funded to the tune of
$275,000.

This cost also includes projects for
new street lighting; new brick, con-
crete and granite crosswalks; kiosks
and directional signs, benches and bike
racks throughout the downtown. The
town will seek funding from the county
as part of a new program to fund busi-
ness district enhancements.

The council agreed to fund the up-
grade of downtown municipal parking
lots at $175,000, with another $125,000
earmarked for work to combine the lots
on Prospect and Elm Streets.

The council also has a plan to pur-
chase two fire trucks and a fire commu-
nications system, as well as DPW trucks
through the Union County Improve-
ment Authority�s capital leasing pro-
gram.

The council this Tuesday, March 2,
will continue its work on the budget
following its conference meeting.

Courtesy of Joanmarie Korn

BATTLING THE BLAZE�Westfield firefighters, assisted by members of the
Cranford Fire Department, fight a house fire at 342 First Street in Westfield on
Monday. The blaze started in the basement of the home and spread to the first
floor, where it was contained, according to Westfield Deputy Fire Chief Raymond
Luck. The cause of the fire was unknown at press time, but was ruled accidental.

Raymond Wojcik Invited
To Perform in Bulgaria

Raymond Wojcik

WESTFIELD � Raymond Wojcik,
Westfield High School�s Symphonic Or-
chestra and Band teacher, was recently
invited by the Pleven Philharmoic to
perform as its guest conductor in Pleven,
Bulgaria.

Mr. Wojcik spent several days in Bul-
garia rehearsing with the orchestra prior
to the concert, which took place on Feb-
ruary 4.

As part of his preparation of the pro-
gram as guest conductor, Wojcik submit-
ted several musical selections for con-
sideration, including Tchaikovsky�s
�Fifth Symphony and Sea Songs,� his
own original composition.

Mr. Wojcik was invited to Bulgaria
due to his own national recognition as
a conductor and through his associa-
tion with his mentor,  Harold
Faberman, a conductor on the interna-
tional scene.

Mr. Wojcik, who has been teaching
instrumental music at Westfield High
School since 1995, is in his ninth season
as Music Director and Principal Conduc-
tor of the Garden State Philharmonic.

In addition to his performance with
the Pleven Philharmoic, Mr. Wojcik has
been a guest conductor with the Hartford
Symphony Orchestra and the New Ameri-
can Symphony Orchestra.

Several of his own compositions, in-
cluding �Dance Site,� �Remembrances
and Sea Songs,� which will be on the
program in Bulgaria, were premiered

with the Garden State Philharmonic.
Mr. Wojcik�s studies include the

Julliard School and Tanglewood and
master classes taught by Maestros
Riccardo Muti, Leonard Slatkin, Edo de
Waart, Pierre Boulez and Daniel Lewis.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert G. Petix
stated, �Mr. Wojcik is an accomplished
musician and an equally gifted teacher.

We are proud of him for this well-de-
served recognition.�

Fine Arts Director Linda King de-
scribed Mr. Wojcik as �a dedicated
teacher whose experiences conducting
in another country will enrich his work
with his students here at home when he
returns.�
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Deadline Nears
For Filing

BOE Petitions

Assemblyman To Open
Office to Residents

WESTFIELD � The legislative of-
fice of Assemblyman Richard H. Bag-
ger will be open to residents of the
22nd Legislative District from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, February 27.

In addition to regular business hours
on weekdays and one Saturday per
month, Assemblyman Bagger�s office,
located at 203 Elm Street, Westfield, is
open from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Thurs-
days.

The 22nd Legislative District in-
cludes Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Chatham Township, Cranford,
Dunellen, Fanwood, Garwood, Green
Brook, Mountainside, New Providence,
North Plainfield, Long Hill, Scotch
Plains, Warren, Watchung, Westfield,
and Winfield.

For further information, please call
Assemblyman Bagger�s legislative of-
fice at (908) 232-3673.

WE ARE ROOTED IN SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Information is the key to a
healthy and prosperous
community. The towns we
serve have grown and
flourished since we first
began covering them 108
years ago and we pride
ourselves in our association

with them. Become a
subscriber today and you
not only become a well
informed member of today’s
community, you become
part of the rich traditions
that make our towns truly
special!
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