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Union County to Generate Savings of $645,000
Through Energy Efficiency Program With NUI

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County is projected to save
$645,000 in energy costs through a
program engineered by NUI Energy
Solutions, a division of NUI Corpo-
ration in Bedminister. NUI (National
Utilities Investors) is the parent com-
pany of Elizabethtown Gas in Union.

During a presentation before the
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Janu-
ary 21, NUI representatives proposed
a number of recommendations to
save the county significant dollars.

Thomas P. Kuster, Manager of
Project Development at NUI, recom-
mended that a co-generation plant be
built for Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights, a system
that would be similar to that used by
the county at its complex in Eliza-
beth.

The generator is natural gas driven
and produces both electricity and hot
water that can be used on-site at the
hospital, thus producing what Mr.
Kuster defined as �dramatic savings�
in energy costs. Also recommended is
an upgrade in lighting at the 10-year
old facility. Variable speed drives were
recommended to modulate the
hospital�s ventilation, air condition-
ing and heating system.

The new equipment at Runnells
has a price tag of $880,000 and is
projected to save the county $161,000
in annual energy costs. The co-gen-
eration system alone will cost the
county $770,000 with $126,000 gen-
erated in annual savings.

The bulk of the county�s energy
use, though, is used at the county
complex which includes the new and
old jails and the administration build-
ing.

NUI has developed a plan that
includes high efficiency chillers for
the cooling system and better light-
ing at the new jail, expansion of the
existing co-generation plant at the
complex as well as lighting upgrades

at the county�s parking garage and
Board of Elections building.

The improvements, estimated at
$1.4 million, are expected to gener-
ate annual savings of a quarter of a
million dollars, �which is a big chunk
of operating savings,� Mr. Kuster
told the board.

Robert Mulcahy of the county�s
Division of Building Services noted
that the current six-year old co-gen-
eration plant at the county complex
has saved �way more money than we
anticipated.�

The new lighting systems have a life
span of between seven to eight years
and will generate a saving on average
of 30 percent over current bills.

The equipment, which will be
purchased through competitive bid-
ding, has a life span of around 15
years.

In addition to the energy plan, the
county is expected to generate sav-
ings through deregulation legisla-
tion, which is expected to be signed
today, January 28, by Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman. The legislation
will include a 5 percent cut in energy
prices right off the bat with another 5
percent to be taken off bills over the
course of the next three years.

�After that no one really knows
which way it is going to go,� Mr.
Kuster told the board.

The deregulated market will ini-
tially cause a drop in energy prices
before rates climb to current levels by
the end of the 15-year life of the new
equipment, NUI representatives told
the board.

In other business, the board adopted
an ordinance which paves the way
for an expansion of the duties of the
county Division of Emergency Man-
agement into the area of environ-
mental health.

The county assumed control of the
county�s the Union County Regional
Environmental Health Commission
last year.

Ben Laganga, Director of Emer-
gency Management, said by being
the lead agency on environmental
health issues, the county will now be
able to apply for grants that were
previously unavailable to the county.

He also said businesses in the
county will benefit by no longer hav-
ing to pay two fees. Previously, busi-
nesses were charged by the state De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion for such things as smoke stacks
and other outlets of pollution.

While this tax will still be in place,
businesses will no longer be charged
the additional fee from the county
commission.

Members of the commission and
environmentalists strongly opposed
the change last summer to create an
Office of Environmental Health within
the Department of Public Safety.

Last week�s action creates a Divi-
sion of Environmental Health and
Emergency Management.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender said
she was happy to support what she
labeled a �very positive� action by
the board to eliminate the fee as-
sessed by the county commission for
additional paperwork.

�I think that we are, in fact, taking
a good step forward for our busi-
nesses by adopting this (ordinance),�
she stated.

The ordinance passed by a 7-0
margin.

The board approved a grant to the
Town of Wesfield in the amount of
$25,000 to conduct a study to deter-
mine the feasibility of building a
parking deck or decks within the
town�s downtown special improve-
ment district.

Last year, the board allocated
$450,000 for economic development
studies for Union County towns lo-
cated along NJ Transit�s Raritan Val-
ley Commuter Railroad Line.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves
noted that in order for a town like
Westfield to be innovative, they first
have to do the necessary preliminary
planning.

The board approved a resolution,
sponsored by Freeholder Stender, to
accept a grant from the New Jersey
Historical Commission in the amount
of $8,000. The county will provide
another $4,000 in matching funds.

The grant will be used to hire a
part-time history programs coordi-
nator to provide services for the over
60 historical and cultural heritage
organizations in the county.

Freeholder Stender said the grant

will help �educate our young people
and help people to understand that
Union County is a tourism destina-
tion and not just a place to pass
through.�

The board gave its thumbs up to a
resolution authorizing Union County
Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan to
accept funding of $228,515 from the
state Office of Victim and Witness
Advocacy. The county will provide
an additional $57,129 for the pro-
gram.

Freeholder Stender noted that the
grant, which includes both state and
federal funds, will enable the county
to provide counseling for crime vic-
tims in Union County.

New board Chairman Nicholas P.
Scutari noted the approval of a reso-
lution by the board to accept $45,473
in funding through the Governor�s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse.

He said the Local Advisory Com-
mittee on Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
or LACADA, recently completed a
three-year prevention plan setting
the direction for agencies in each of
the 21 towns in the county.

�These local agencies are on the
front line of Union County�s efforts
to prevent the tragedy of drugs and
alcohol addiction.

�Estimates are that more than
23,000 people in Union County will
need drug and alcohol treatment in
1999 alone. This program will help
people live fuller, healthier lives,�
Freeholder Scutari stated.

The board also extended the con-
tract to Community Medical Trans-
port, Inc. to provide transportation for
the county�s Paratransit program.

Freeholder Scutari noted that the
Paratransit vans traveled one million
miles in 1998 in making 200,000 one-
way trips and serving 2,800 persons.

�The paratransit program provides
a crucial link to medical care, stores,
friends and cultural programs to older
persons,� he said, noting that the
program is �essential� to older per-
sons who are disabled.

On another matter, Freeholder
Mary Ruotolo noted the recent visit
of Vice President Al Gore to the Port
of Elizabeth to announce support by
President Bill Clinton and his Ad-
ministration for federal dollars for
dredging efforts in the Port of New
York and New Jersey.

Freeholder Ruotolo said the dredg-
ing efforts �will help keep economic
development vital here in Union
County.�

Mr. Golkin Announces
Intention to Challenge
For Congressional Seat

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�Disappointment by Representa-
tive Bob Frank�s vote on three out of
four articles to impeach President
Clinton is what initially prompted
my decision to cast my candidacy for
the Seventh Congressional District
in New Jersey,� said Warren Town-
ship Committeeman Jeff Golkin.

Mr. Golkin announced his candi-
dacy for the United States House of
Representatives at a press confer-
ence at the Warren Public Library on
January 8.

�President Clinton was voted (into
office) twice and what has recently
been going on in Washington is a
circus, and it also demonstrates how
out of touch our representatives in
Congress are, and I plan to represent
our district aggressively,� added Mr.
Golkin.

Congressman Franks presently
represents the Seventh District, hav-
ing been elected to his fourth term
this past November. The District cov-
ers portions of Essex, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union Counties, in-
cluding Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly of
Fanwood unsuccessfully challenged
Congressman Franks for his seat last
year, capturing 44.5 percent of the
votes. Commenting Monday on the
possibility that she may make a sec-
ond bid for Congress in the year
2000, Mrs. Connelly remarked, �I
haven�t announced my candidacy yet;
it�s still too early.�

However, according to Mr. Golkin,
a proposal by Governor Christine
Todd Whitman for an early primary
in March of 2000 could compel can-

didates to launch their political cam-
paigns sooner than they may have
planned.

�If this passes in the New Jersey
Legislature, then I have to start now
with campaign funds and support;
it�s only a year away,� Mr. Golkin
stated. �I need about $1 million to
run a successful campaign, and I
plan to get the nomination and then
go toe-to-toe with Representative
Franks,� he added.

The 41-year-old candidate lives in
Warren Township with his wife, Mary
Ann, and their four children,
Samantha, Alyson, Benjamin and
Julia.

�My household is an example of
the average family. I work in the
private-sector, I have four children,
my wife takes care of our 22-month-
old child at home, and this is what
will translate into votes,� commented
Mr. Golkin.

According to the candidate, the
four counties which comprise the
Seventh District represent a diverse
group culturally and economically.

�Somerset is 80 percent Republi-
can; however, I was able to be elected
to a five panel committee as the only
Democrat. Even after (only) four
months of being in office, I was able
to get them to listen and eventually
have passed an Open Space Referen-
dum,� he noted.

�Our meetings are also televised
on a local access channel. This will
start to get people more involved,�
he said.

Mr. Golkin is the first Democrat in
more than 22 years to be elected to
the governing body of Warren Town-
ship. A graduate of the Wharton

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5


