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� No More Dialing � Internet Using TV Cable
� No More Busy Signals � Instantaneous Connection
� No More Phone Lines � 3 E-Mail Addresses
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132 East Broad St � Westfield � (908) 789-5302

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 � Thursday until 8pm � Saturday 10 to 5:30
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2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!

Your Plan Should
Fit Your Lifestyle

AT&T Understands

Nokia
5160

FREQUENT OR  BUSINESS USER

ONE LOW RATE
NO MORE ROAMING CHARGES

NO MORE LONG DISTANCE CHARGES

AT&T Digital One Rate
Now. Anytime Day or Night. Anywhere In The Country. You

Can Make And Receive Calls For

FREE
Call Waiting/Forwarding Voicemail,

 Caller ID, Alarm & Currency Converter

� Up To 3 Hours Talk Time
� Up to 8 Days Standby Time

600
1000
1400

AT&T DIGITAL ONE RATE PLANS
Minutes Included Airtime
$89.99/Month

Minutes Included Airtime
$149.99/Month

Minutes Included Airtime
$119.99/Month

$29.99               /MONTH
              INCLUDES
   200 MINUTES

$39.99               /MONTH
              INCLUDES
    300 MINUTES

CASUAL OR  EMERGENCY USER

Requires a dual mode dual band phone

UNLIMITED OFF-PEAK AIRTIME
Free Nights/Weekends $9.99 per month on Select Plus plan

FREE DIGITAL PCS FEATURES
VoiceMail with Message Waiting Indicator, Caller ID, PCS
Paging with activation on any AT&T Digital PCS rate plan.

All NJ-State Coverage

With AT&T Wireless Services You�ll Receive

Nokia 5160 Now Only $129
Instant Rebate

$109Final Cost

$20
OR Trade Your

Instant Rebate for
Your Choice of Colors!

Special Applies to New Activation Only

Westfield Resident and Barber, Albert Polizzi,
Celebrates 90th Birthday on Independence Day

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � Albert Polizzi, a
Westfield resident for 65 years, has a
lot to be thankful for this holiday
week.

On July 4, Mr. Polizzi celebrated
his 90th birthday. He is also thankful

for his good health and his ability to
continue working as a barber, his
profession for over 75 years.

Mr. Polizzi began his lifelong ca-
reer as a barber�s apprentice when he
was a young boy in the small town of
Petra Lia, near Palermo, Italy. He
came to the United States in 1933

and worked for a barber in Newark
for several years before saving enough
money to purchase his own shop.

He purchased his own business,
Albert�s Barber Shop, on Prospect
Street in Westfield in 1936. The origi-
nal red and white barber�s pole stands
in front of the three-chair shop that is
in business there today.

Mr. Polizzi later married the
daughter of his former employer, the
Newark barber. He married Nancy in
1938 and they had two children.

Mr. Polizzi remembered many
prominent township officials, such
as mayors, police chiefs and business
leaders of Westfield who frequented

his shop over the years.
�The (barber) shop wasn�t just a

place to get your hair cut,� Mr. Polizzi
recalled. �It was also a place to so-
cialize and meet everyone to discuss
the news of the day.�

His son, Albert Polizzi, Jr. of
Hillsborough recalled working the
cash register as a young boy in his
father�s shop. �It was a very friendly
place,� he remembered. �It was a lot
like Mayberry on the �Andy Griffith
Show.��

Mr. Polizzi also recalled seeing
many hairstyles come and go. �The
G.I.�s used to come into my shop
before going to boot camp,� he said.
�They hoped if I gave them a neat
cut, then the Army wouldn�t shave it
all off.�

In the 1940s during World War II,
Mr. Polizzi also worked nights build-

ing fighter planes.
Mr. Polizzi sold Albert�s Barber

Shop in 1985, took a few years off, but
eventually returned to work at The
Towne Barber Shop on Elm Street in
Westfield, where he currently cuts
hair on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

�I am very fortunate to be able to
keep on working,� Mr. Polizzi said.
When asked to what he attributes his
good health, Mr. Polizzi stated: �A
little wine with dinner and a lot of
help from God.�

Mr. Polizzi also enjoys cooking. He
makes his own homemade tomato
sauce and cans his own tomatoes.

He belongs to the Old Guard of

Westfield, a social group of retired
business people. �I hope they don�t
kick me out because I�m still work-
ing,� Mr. Polizzi joked.

Mr. Polizzi also enjoys walking
through Tamaques Park a few times
a week.

In fact, his son, Mr. Polizzi, Jr.,
honored his father�s 90th birthday
with a gathering of all of his family
and friends at a surprise party in
Tamaques Park, on July 4. Mr.
Polizzi�s five grandchildren and
seven great grandchildren were
among those attending.

Mr. Polizzi said, �The party was
beautiful. My kids did a great job. I
was very surprised.�

Mr. Polizzi plans to continue work-
ing as long as he can. �I love my work
and that is a wonderful gift from
God,� he added.

Woman and Three Children
Injured as Van Overturns

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS � A woman and
three children were injured last Thurs-
day when the van in which they were
traveling overturned near the intersec-
tion of Terrill Road and East Front
Street in Scotch Plains, township po-
lice said.

Captain Joseph M. Protasiewicz of
the Scotch Plains Police Department
said Alfreda Rodriguez, 21, of Plainfield
was driving north on Terrill at 3:04 p.m.
when she apparently lost control of her
vehicle, striking a curb and then a light
pole, after which the van flipped onto its
side. The vehicle came to rest on a

grassy area next to the road.
Ms. Rodriguez was moderately in-

jured in the accident, while the three
children had complained of pain, ac-
cording to the Captain. The young-
sters, reportedly the niece and neph-
ews of the driver, were identified as 9-
year-old Mercedes Rodriguez and
Devante and Dante Rodriguez, both
six years old.

Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue
Squad and fire personnel, along with
medics, responded to the scene. After
being removed from the van, the four
victims were transported to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield, where they were treated
and released.

It was unknown how fast the vehicle
was traveling at the time that the acci-
dent occurred, the Captain noted. How-
ever, he said the driver was issued two
summonses, including one for care-
less driving and another for failure to
have two of the children properly seated
in the rear of the van.

Runnells Recognizes Hours
Of Service From Volunteers
BERKELEY HEIGHTS � The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and Runnells Specialized Hospital  in
Berkeley Heights recently held its 36th
Annual Volunteer Awards Ceremony
and Luncheon at The Westwood in
Garwood.

The event recognized the volunteers
for their dedicated service to the resi-
dents and patients of the hospital.

�This is just one special way we can
show our volunteers that we appreciate
the tireless work they perform,� said
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo of Westfield,
Liaison to the Runnells Advisory Board
of Managers.

Individual volunteers received a pin
designed to attach to a service bar for their
initial 100 hours of service. Thereafter,
volunteer hours accumulate and pins are
awarded in 100 hour increments. Plaques
are awarded to individuals in five-year
increments after five years of volunteerism.

Martha Teuber, with 12,300 hours,
and Roberta Knox with 16,600 hours,
both Berkeley Heights residents, re-
ceived pins for their efforts.

Volunteers perform a variety of tasks
such as assisting with activities includ-
ing table and card games, bingo, arts
and crafts, plant therapy and trips to the

movies, the beach and restaurants.
They also escort residents when nec-

essary, assist with weekly trips to the
Scotch Plains �Y� for swimming, help
set up religious services, assist with
occupational therapy, or just lend a
friendly ear for those who have no fam-
ily or friendship contacts.

�There are 315 adult volunteers and
74 junior volunteers, who perform many
of the tasks their adult counterparts
do,� explained Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr. �And we have 64 groups
that come in and lend a helping hand,
such as the Berkeley Heights Lions
Club, which sponsors a Christmas party
and a picnic every year.�

Many teenagers volunteer at the hos-
pital all year round.

The hospital has a Volunteer Guild, a
nonprofit organization made up of a group
of volunteers that formed some 20 years
ago, to raise funds for certain activities
aimed at improving the quality of life for
the residents and patients at Runnells.

The Guild also manages the coffee
shop and Guilded Cage gift shop at the
hospital, said Mrs. Ruotolo.

For further information on volun-
teering at Runnells, please call (908)
771-5847.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRAMATIC SCENE�Scotch Plains firefighters and other emergency person-
nel respond to an accident near the intersection of Terrill Road and East Front
Street last Thursday, in which a woman and three children sustained minor
injuries after the van in which they were traveling hit a curb and a light pole
before flipping onto its side. The victims, all from Plainfield, were treated at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield and released.

Westfield Residents
Achieve Honor Rolls
At The Pingry School
WESTFIELD � Headmaster John

Hanly of The Pingry School has an-
nounced that Westfield residents
Alexander Bregman and David Spett,
both Grade 7, and Diana Svoboda, Grade
8, were recently appointed to both the
Effort Honor Roll and the Honor Roll.

The Effort Honor Roll recognizes
those students who have achieved effort
grades of 2�s (good) or 1�s (excellent),
while Honor Roll recognition is given to
those students who have achieved an
academic average of B plus or better.

Alexander is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Barry I. Bregman; David is the son of
Dr. Milton C. Spett and Dr. Lynn R.
Mollick, and Diana is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Svoboda.

RECOGNIZED FOR EFFORTS...Runnells Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights
recently recognized its volunteers during an awards ceremony and luncheon. Among
those receiving five-year volunteer awards, pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Jean Barnes of Summit, Marie Bethea of Plainfield, Diane Menzaco of Clark, Ann
Ventura of Fanwood and Jane Weltmer of Berkeley Height; back row, Freeholder
Vice Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan, Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo, Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr., and volunteer Francis Schmidt of Springfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE PERFECT CUT...Albert Polizzi of Westfield, a barber in town for the past
75 years, cuts the hair of Westfielder Al Riker, a 25-year customer at The Towne
Barber Shop on Elm Street in Westfield. Mr. Polizzi, who celebrated his 90th
birthday on July 4, previously owned a barber shop on Prospect Street. In the
background is Ralph Wojtech of North Plainfield, a barber at the shop for 38
years.


